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A Cup of Good Tea 
is Refreshing 

Stimulating 
and Economical 

A Cup of Common Tea 
is Depressive, 

Injurious 
and Expensive 

Buy your Tea 
from the Specialists with over 80 years experience 
in the Selection and Blending of fine Teas 

Our Famous TEA SIFTINGS 2/2 per lb. 

E. H. BOOTH & Co. Ltd. 
Water Street, LEYLAND 

Van Deliveries Daily Tel. 81114 
. 
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JOHN 

Phone 81001 

HAYDOCK 
High-Class Butcher 
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FINEST ENGLISH AND SCOTCH FED 
BEEF, MUTTON AND LAMB. 
Also CANTERBURY LAMB. 
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Orders receive prompt and personal attention. 
Deliveries Daily. 
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BEEF and PORK SAUSAGE. BRAWN and DRIPPING. 
All made on the Premises. A trial solicited. 

103 Towngate 
LEYLAND 
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SPORTS 
is and always has been our Speciality. 

38 years School and Club Outfitters is some testimony of value and service. 

Football 
Hockey 

Badminton 

When 
Summer 

Comes 

MATERIAL 

When Winter Comes. 

Official Boy Scout and Girl Guide Depot . 

Write for Catalogue 
of any Sport or Pastime that takes 
your interest. POST FREE. 

Our Terms are Generous. 

Net Ball 
Lacrosse And all Indoor 

Table Tennis Games 

• 

ALBERT 

Meccano 

CRICKET, TENNIS, 

GOLF, 
and every Out-Door 

Sport. 

WARD 
Lancashire's Premier Sports House 

53 Bradshawgate, BOLTON. 

LTD. 
Phone I 250. 
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THE BALSHA VIAN 
(The official organ of Balshaw's Grammar School, Leyland). 

Editor:--Briggs C. A. Sub-Editors:---M. B. Wilkinson and Haydock, J. 

VOL. IX.-No. 2. SUMMER TERM, 1933. 

EDITORIAL 

HOCKEY 1st XI, 1932/33. 
Back Roe: E. Whittaker, H. Baron, H. Howard, D. Blackburn, G. Houlden, D. Herring. 
Front Roe: I. Haydock, E. Sharples, M. B. Wilkinson (captain), A. M. Nuttall, M. Holden. 

Played 10-Won 3, Lost 6, Drawn 1, Goals for 35, Goals Against 30, 

RUGBY FOOTBALL 1st XV, 1932/33. 
Back Roe: Hocking, F.; Greenwood, A.; Allibone, F.; Stringfellow, R. E.; Whittaker, S. T.; 

Smith, J.; Shepherd, F, W.; Patefield, P, 
Front Roe: Briggs, C. A; Haydock, J.; Vause, P. G. (captain); Fishwick, J.; Nelson, 'T'; 

In Front; Gates, E; Stringfellow, C £>, 
Played 'J-- Won I, Lost 2, 

PRICE Gd. 

It is necessary to lodge yet another appeal for contributions to The Balshavian, for 
we feel that pupils are not supporting their School Magazine with sufficient energy. The 
junior forms have done well and seem to realise their responsibility to the Editorial Staff, 
but the fourth and fifth forms are definitely not pulling their weight. 

The Easter Term has always been regarded as the most unsatisfactory in the School 
year. It has been suggested that its hours are, perhaps, too crowded to allow even the 
intelligentsia of the School time to contribute to the Magazine. This alone, however, 
cannot account for the decrease in efforts. Can it be modesty that forbids certain people 
to chronicle their thoughts or impressions ? If this is so, then we would remind all that 
even if their attempts are not quite up to the necessary standard, the Editors alone will see 
them, and we are always ready to offer advice on the choice of subjects or improvement of 
style. 

We hope there will be a growing demand for space in the Magazine by old pupils. 

It is obviously impossible for the secretaries to collect information from each 
member. We should always receive gladly any news of old pupils, and would welcome 
all literary efforts from individual members of the Association. 

SCHOOL NOTES 
PREFECTS OF THE SCHOOL. 

Boys. Head Prefect: Vause P. G. 
Prefects: Briggs C. A., Fishwick J., Stringfellow R. E. 
Sub-Prefects: Haydock J., Nelson T. A., Pate field P., 

Stringfellow C. D. 

Girls. Head Prefect: L. M. Lomax. 
Prefect: M. B. Wilkinson. 
Sub-Prefects: P. Ainsworth, H. Howard, A. Nuttall, 

E. Sharples. 
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THE BALSHA VIAN Summer Term, 1933 THE BALSHAVIAN Summer Term, 1933, 

Already we enjoy the lazy atmosphere of summer evenings and find that we have time 
to pause and review the bustle of the past few weeks. The Hockey Knock-Out competitions 
and League matches have been concluded, the boys have finished their first season of 
Rugby Football ; the whole school has experienced the various sensations accompanying 
the terminal examinations, the annual entertainment, and Sports Day. We trust that we 
have emerged with credit from these ordeals. 

On Thursday, February 9th, Miss M. I. Bain, M.A., gave an interesting lecture on 
Paris. Views of the more important parts of the city were shown, and the School thoroughly 
enjoyed the whole address. ' 

The first Rugby Knock-Out final resulted in a win for Clayton, who thus retain the 
Wanklyn Cup. Cuerden also repeated their last year's success in the Hockey final. We 
congratulate these two Houses. 

The following have been awarded School Colours this term:- Vause, Fishwick 
Nelson, Gates for Rugby Football ; M. B. Wilkinson, H. Howard, E. Sharples for Hocke/ 

On Thursday and Friday, April 6th and 7th, the School Dramatic Society presented 
their first Shakespearean Play. "A Midsummer Night's Dream" was the one chosen and the 
production was remarkable for the exceptionally young cast, and the reception they 
deserved, and received, from two large audiences. An account of the entertainment has 
been included in this issue of the Magazine. 

May 6th was the date fixed for the Athletic Sports this year. The afternoon was 
spoilt by heavy showers of rain that repeatedly interrupted, and eventually caused the 
abandonment of the programme. In spite of the weather, however, there was a large 
attendance, which showed once again that this is, perhaps, the most popular event in the 
School year. 

The programme was concluded on the following Tuesday when Mrs. A. J. Lomax 
presented the Cups and Shields. A full list of results will be found on a later page. 

During the Easter vacation, a party of eight with Miss Brindle accompanied a party 
from Preston Grammar School on a visit to Brittany. An account of the excursion will 
be given in this issue of the Magazine. 

We congratulate Farington on heading the Merit Order for work last term, Clayton 
on winning the House Cup on Sports Day, Cuerden on winning the Relay Cup, and Worden 
on winning both the Rugby and Hockey Shields. 
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A new feature this year has been the establishment of garden plots for horticultural 
enthusiasts. Two parts of the fields have been allotted, one to flower beds, another to 
vegetables, and the chance offered has been seized eagerly by quite a number of pupils. 
The results of their labours should be apparent in the near future. 

This season the School has acquired a new grass tennis court on the front lawn on the 
boys' side of the field. These grass courts, while far from perfect, are evidently much 
appreciated because they are always full. 

The School congratulates Mr. Sutcliffe on the degree of B.A. conferred on him on May 
10th, by the University of London. Mr. Sutcliffe obtained a First-Class in the final 
examination. 

Vause and Fishwick competed this year in the Public Schools Athletic Sports at 
White City, the former in the two jumps, Fishwick in the 440 yards. It was, perhaps, 
unfortunate that the standard of performance should have been so surprisingly high this 
year, but at least they should have gained valuable experience. 

We have to acknowledge receipt of Magazines from the following Schools and 
Colleges :-Wellingborough Grammar School ; Preston Grammar School; Preston 
Catholic College ; Steyning Grammar School ; Faraday House ; Convent School, Preston ; 
Queen Mary's School, Lytham ; Wigan Grammar School ; Chorley Grammar School ; 
Newton-in-Makerfield Grammar School; Hutton Grammar School. 

VALETE. 
D. Blackburn.--Form L.VI. Vice-Captain Clayton House. Oxford School Certificate 

(Matriculation), 1932. Hockey, School !st XI., 1932-3. 
Jl!J. Jl!lcKittrick.-Form U.VI. Games Captain Farington House. Oxford School 

Certificate, 1931. School Tennis 1st VI., 1932. School 2nd XI., Hockey. 
V. G. Morland.--Form I. Farington House. Her parents left the district. 
R. Whatmough.--Form IVb. Cuerden House. House League team. 
Briggs E.-Form Illb. Clayton House. 
Eddleston.--Form IVb. Worden House. School Rugby 1st XXX. 
Turner A.-Form IVb. Cuerden House. House League team. 

SALVETE. 

G. M. Hodson to Worden House. 
D. M. Wilkins to Farington House. 
Greenhalgh L. to Cuerden House. 
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A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM 
Last year, the School Entertainment was of a varied kind, and though it emphasised 

individual talent, it did not give the satisfaction of uniting in the common effort of a single 
production. This year, the School was much more ambitious in its schemes and attempted 
a production on a larger scale. The outcome was the formation of an official School 
Dramatic Society which, under the direction of Mr. Hilditch, produced "A Midsummer 
Night's Dream." 

To produce the right atmosphere of delightful magic and romance in such a play as 
this, needed careful handling and a scrupulous care of details in scenery, in dress and in 
choice of actors. But the whole School, pupils and staff alike, entered into the spirit of the 
thing, and though the scheme was a bold one for a dramatic society with so little experience, 
it was astonishingly successful. 

For months beforehand, mysterious happenings were going on behind closed doors, 
and at certain times strange, unfamiliar sounds could be heard coming from the hall. 
These proved to be no dark conspiracies for a second gunpowder plot, but merely Dramatic 
Society rehearsals. As the time drew nearer, scenery was adapted and painted, curtains 
were hung and the needlework department was enticed into making dainty frocks which 
were to transform athletic schoolgirls into Athenian ladies and graceful fairies. 

At last, April 6th and 7th, the days fixed for the performances, arrived. On both 
evenings there was a large audience of appreciative parents and friends gathered in the 
Hall. After a few words by the Headmaster introducing the production and welcoming 
the guests the play began. 

The light playful tone of the play was well suited to the talent of the young actors 
who performed it. From the grandeur of the palace of Theseus, Duke of Athens, the scene 
changed to the homely workshop of Quince, the carpenter, who was trying to instil some 
appreciation of dramatic art into the thick heads of his humble fellow-workers. Then came 
the woodland scenes with the gay frolics of the fairies, and the mischievous tricks of Puck 
on the Fairy Queen and the unsuspecting mortals. These scenes were made especially 
delightful by the beautiful singing and dancing of the fairies and by the effective setting 
of the dainty dresses amid the darker tones of the woodland scenery. In the last act, the 
Duke was entertained by "the most lamentable comedy and most cruel death of Pyramus 
and Thisbe," a ridiculous play of exaggerated sentiments which was enjoyed whole-heartedly 
by both audience and actors alike. The play came to a fitting close with the revels of the 
fairies in the deserted palace by the light of a flickering fire. 

The many varying moods of the play-the dignity of Theseus and his court, the lighter 
pursuits of the lovers, the witchery of the magic of the fairies, the piquant antics of Puck 
and the swaggering knock-about humour of Bottom and his fellows-ensured an evening 
in which there was not one dull moment. 

"A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM" 
April 6th and 7th, 1933, 

THE CAST. 



THE BALSHAVIAN Summer Term, 1933 

"A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM" 
April 6th and 7th, 1933, 

.. THERE LIES YOUR LOVE!" 
Changeling, M. Ball; Puck,H. Baron; Bottom, J. Downie Titania,J. Iddon; Oberon,R. 'Turner. 

Since we would not spoil this dream of midsummer by analysing it, it is impossible 
to single out any one member of the cast for special praise or blame. The cast was as 

follows : 

Theseus, Duke of Athens R. TURNER 
Egeus, Father to Hermia J. BERRY 
Lysander } . I .th H . H. BAILEY 
Demetrius 'hove wit terma T. SIMMONS 

Philostrate, Master of the Revels to Theseus - S. LLOYD 
Quince, a Carpenter -M. BANKS 
Snug, a Joiner - - T. PATTINSON 
Bottom, a Weaver J. DOWNIE 
Flute, a Bellows-Mender - G. BLAND 
Snout, a Tinker- E. CHALLENDER 
Starveling, a Tailor J. HUDSON 
Hippolyta, Queen of the Amazons, betrothed to Theseus ­ 

A. DICKINSON 
Hermia, daughter to Egeus, in love with Lysander E. WHITTAKER 
Helena, in love with Demetrius - H. N. HEY 
Oberon, King of the Fairies - -R. TURNER, Jun. 
Titania, Queen of the Fairies - - J. IDDON 
Puck, or Robin Good-fellow - - H. BARON 
Peaseblossom l - O. DICKINSON 
Cobweb - J, ARCHIBALD Fairies Moth N. GILLEADE 
Mustard-Seed A. PICKLES 
First Fairy -G. HUTCHINGS 
Second Fairy D. BALL 
A Changeling Child M. BALL 
Fairies attending their King and Queen M. Bennison, A. Deacon, 

F. Dickinson, J. Goater, 
J. Higginson, B. Paitson, 
M. Riding, D. Smith, 
L. Sutcliffe, M. Winter, 
I. Woods. 

Attendants on Theseus and Hippolyta - J. Hobson and T. Pye 

The success of the play would have been impossible but for the kind help of parents 
in the matter of costumes and for the active co-operation of the whole of the School Staff 
in carrying out the details of the production. 

P.A., U.VI. (Farington), 
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What our contemporaries think of us 
By the courtesy of The Northern Daily Telegraph we are allowed to reprint the following 

article, which appeared in that paper on March 4th last. 

"If you wish to study the character of a man, you must know something of his environ­ 
ment. It is the same with a school-a Grammar School especially. And so it is necessary, 
in telling the story of the evolution of Balshaw's, to realise first of all the characteristics of 
the town and district which it serves. Leyland, as you know, has a long history; it gives 
its name to one of Lancashire's historic Hundreds. But to-day it is more concerned with 
the things of the present and the future ; the place is beginning to grow out of its past, as 
it were. And the school, although it is mindful of the debt due to tradition, has caught the 
forward spirit of the town. It, too, looks ahead rather than behind. 

Because there is so much to tell of Balshaw's in 1933, it is impossible to spend much 
time on the school as it was in 1782. It was founded in that year by Richard Balshaw, a 
native of Leyland, then living at Heme! Hempstead, in Hertfordshire. He devoted certain 
funds to the building and upkeep of a school and schoolhouse at Leyland, and a few years 
later augmented the income by the addition of rents arising from several closes of land. 
Until his death in 1811 Mr. Balshaw almost entirely managed the school himself, although 
other trustees were appointed to act with him. Six years after he died the school was en­ 
larged, and in 1829 his widow conveyed by deed certain premises upon trust in the main 
for the education of girls. At the time the education given in the school appears to have 
been generally primary-the teaching of reading, writing, and arithmetic-and it was not 
until the end of the last century that Balshaw's became a secondary school. In 1898 a new 
scheme was sanctioned by the Board of Education and the Charity Commissioners under 
which the school was included among the secondary schools of the county, and a considerable 
portion of the Trust Estate was sold and the proceeds used for the building of a new school­ 
room and class-rooms. 

Now we come to 1931, when Balshaw's began its life anew-spiritually and physically. 
In that year the existing building was completed, and the school-nearly 140 years after its 
foundation-entered into a new home and started to build a new tradition. And before I 
begin to tell you of the way in which the school is developing its character to meet the needs 
of the modern world, I will show you, in imagination, the beautiful buildings which now 
house Balshaw's ancient foundation. They are delightfully situated on the outskirts of the 
town, and are surrounded by their own grounds and playing-fields-fifteen acres in extent. 
The building itself is the last word in modern school architecture and lay-out ; the class­ 
rooms are light and airy and the laboratories are fitted with up-to-date and ingenious 
equipment. For instance, each bench has its own supply of direct current which can be 
regulated at will by the demonstrator from his own bench, and the blinds are designed so 
that he can exclude all light-an aid in the study of optics and in the use of the epidiascope, 
a wonderful instrument which projects all kinds of objects on to a screen. The geography, 
domestic science, and handicraft rooms are similarly adopted to modern methods, as is 
the art room, where the best work of the pupils, as well as pictures obtained from the 
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Victoria and Albert Museum on loan, are exhibited. The gymnasium, complete in every 
detail, makes you wish that you were young again, and so also do the changing rooms with 
their excellent foot and shower baths, and the tuck shop, which at break and at the end of 
the day is the busiest place in the school. (For those to whom the tuck shop offers no 
temptation grade A milk is supplied at break each day). Passing through the well-stocked 
library, the dining-room, the kitchens, we come to the greenhouse-one of the most 
interesting places in the school. Here-in their own time-the children study the mysteries 
of natural history, an occupation which ranges from the tending of their own plants to the 
tending of the many varieties of fish in the glass bowls round the room. 

The whole is centred around the handsome and dignified Assembly Hall-the heart 
of the school's life as well as of the building. It is a beautiful room, and its beauty is 
enhanced by the coloured lights, containing the coats-of-arms of the school and the 
Lancashire County Council, set in the windows. Here, the school honours the memory of 
its founder ; a brass plaque on one of the walls commemorates the fact that "this school 
was founded for the instruction of the children of the middling and lower class of Leyland 
in reading, writing, and arithmetic and in the principles of the Church of England by 
Richard Balshaw, 1782, who died April II, 1811, aged 86 years, and was interred at St. 
Giles', London, where a tablet is erected to his memory on which is written, 'of whom 
'it may justly be said he was a truly benevolent and charitable man.' In 1816 his widow, then 
Mrs. Fisher, augmented the income." Under the inscription are lists of trustees, masters, 
and mistreses from I 782 to 1880. There is another tablet in the hall-to the memory of 
the old boys who lost their lives in the war. At its foot is a wreath of Flanders poppies, 
laid by the head boy each Armistice Day. 

As if to emphasise how far we have progressed from the days of Balshaw, on the 
platform-facing the tablet to his memory- is a large radio gramophone. It serves both 
for instruction and for amusement ; no fewer than eight series of broadcast lectures are 
received by the school each week, and the gramophone part of the instrument is used for 
country dancing classes and for house parties, socials, and other events held in the hall. 
A beautiful lectern with a handsomely bound Bible, and a hymn and prayer book are 
recent additions to the equipment of the Assembly Hall. 

So far I have shown you the shell only of the new Balshaw's. But what is even more 
important is the spirit of the school as it is to-day. For Balshaw's underwent a change of 
character, as well as of site and buildings, when it moved into its new home some sixteen 
months ago. So, while conscious of what it owes to tradition, it is the aim of the school to 
graft the new on to the old, and in doing so, to cut away any dead wood which might have 
accumulated. 

When the present buildings were opened, Mr. V. U. Oldland, B.A., became the bend 
master, in succession to Mr. Frederic Jackson, M.A., who, after holding the office for about 
thirty years, is now living in retirement in Leyland. The new head, who is a former member 
of the Harlequins F.C. and the Old Blues F.C., was a house master at St. Dunstan's College, 
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