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"DEAR BRUTUS " 
April 4th & 6th, 1946. 

Mr. Purdie 
(H. Moon) 

Joanna : •• Wipe his eyes with my own handkerchief." 

Mr Coady Mr. Dearth 
(Brough) (Schofield) Matey 

Mrs. Co.dy Lady Caroline Laney ) 
(Pat Turner) (P. E. Edmondson 

.2" e »,gag} 
(Zoe Dawson) (M. Sutton) (M. ra cy 

Margaret : " Daughters are the thing" 
Dearth : "DAUGHTERS ARE THE THING 

DEARTH MARGARET 
(P. Schofield) (B. Beal) 

THE BALSHA VIAN 
(The official organ of Balshaw's Grammar School, Leyland). 

Editor: J. L. Marsden. Sub-Editors: J. Parkin. M. Downham, M. Tullis, B. Butcher 

VOL. XXII--No. 1. 

EDITORIAL. 
The past year has marked the transition period from war to peace, in a world 

in which we have discovered that the new era, begun with the invention of lht: 
atomic bomb, is not really so very different from the old one. We at Balshaw 
never really suffered much from the war, and at the end, life \\Cnt on just as ual 
for most of us. Now, however, we notice gradual and unobstrusive changes. Severa 
of our masters have returned from their temporary absence in the Forces, parties, 
socials, and even Speech Days have been resumed- in fact we seem to be enjoy., 
the benefits of peace without having first suffered many of the hard,h~ps of war 

Now that there is more paper available, we hope to be able to print more of ow· 
youthful contributors' work-another advantage of peace, for v.hat can be ·orse 
than to repress budding literary enthusiasm and maybe stil1c gen.us · C~ U!, 
Who knows? In Balshaw's, at least, with the great!) incrc:i,.:d r.umt-..:r c ... h ·dr..: 
and the rather packed conditions, one sometimes gets the impression that anything 
even this, may come to the top. 

--0- 

SCHOOL NOTES. 
PREFECTS OF THE SCHOOL. 

Boys. Head Prefect: Glover, R.H. 
Prefects: Hughes, H., Sheldon, R. P. 
Sub-Prefects: Bush, D., Edmondson, P E • H, ; .. rd, G 

Newton, G. W. A., Richardson. D. K 
Girls. Head Prefect: V. Pinder. 

Prefect: R. Cardwell. 
Sub-Prefects: D. R. Ackers, S. A. Haydock, J. L. Marsden, J. Parkin, 

M. Downham, S. K. Guymer, M. Lund, E. Burnie, 
V. E. M. Lambert, M. V Bamber. 
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There have been several changes of Staff since our last issue. We welcome back 
our returned warriors, Mr. Hilditch, Mr. Downer and Mr. Fisher, but regret that 
their return has occasioned the departure of Miss Heppell and Mrs. Clarke, to whom 
we send our best wishes. We also wish to welcome Mr. Brown, who is our new 
Boys' Physical Training master, and Mr. Morgan, who is helping us to cope with 
many more new pupils. We hope they will both be happy with us. We understand, 
however, that Mr. Hilditch's stay with us is to be brief, and that he is again leaving 
us temporarily, this time to take up a post in an Emergency Training College. Our 
best wishes go with him. 

During the past year, each House has held a House Party, the parties, of course, 
having varying characteristics, but not differing in the essential-a good time. 
We also held a Prefects' Social, which in this respect did not come short of the 
House Parties. 

Last Christmas the Choir again gave us a very successful Carol Service, followed 
by a most enjoyable party for Choir members, prefects and Old Students. 

Once again, as in the six previous years, the School Farm Camp was held at 
Winmarleigh, where, in spite of the wet weather, much good work was done. An 
account of the Camp is included in this issue. 

We understand that this term, a good old custom-Speech Day-is to be 
revived and held on the 16th December. There must be hardly.anyone in school, 
apart from the Staff, who can remember a Speech Day, so it will indeed be 'an 
occasion.' During the war, we have had the prizes presented by Mr. Oldland. 

Since our last publication, the School Dramatic Society presented Dear 
Brutus " by J. M. Barrie, on April 4th and 6th. Both performances were very 
successful and we congratulate everyone concerned. An appreciation of the play 
win be found in the magazine. 

Bottles of T.T. milk at Break can now be obtained free instead of on payment 
of ½d., as formerly. 

Mr. Downer who looked after the School Library before his absence in the 
forces has again' resumed the work on his return. Miss Robinson, and later, Miss 
Heppell took over the work while he was away. 

In order to cope with all the extra pupils, a new class, 2C, has been formed, 
and we also have two new classrooms built apart from the main body of the school. 
Prefects can now, added to other duties, spend exasperating moments in chasing 
people out of-and round-these" pre-fabs." 
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Another successful Sports Day was held last year, the Victrix Ludorum being 

Patricia Turner, and the Victor Ludorum, Bullivant. We congratulate them both. 
An account of the Sports is included in this issue. 

Accounts of the many interesting lectures and Central Office of !nro~• n 
Film Shows which we have had during the year are included m the magazine 

There have been several changes in the School Societies since our last publicati 
New ones, The Junior Historical, directed by Mr. Morgan, Foreign Travel, by Mr 
Hilditch, Philatelic, by Mr. Downer, Boys' Gym. Society, by Mr. Brown, and Wireless 
by Mr. Fisher, have been formed, and two, the Junior Literary and the Hi-tunt 
have been discontinued. 

We are very pleased to report the marriage of Thistlctfa1.aitc. C. S. lt.nd t n:da 
Gough, who were both old pupils of the school. We give them our sincere congratu­ 
lat1ons. 

Our congratulations go to all those who were successful in the public examin­ 
ations held last term. 

Those who gained the full Higher School Certificate "'ere :- R. CarC\l..,; l, 
N. M. G. Cross, C. P. Turner, C. Lund, B. Silcock, L. R. Wrennall, Fisher, E 
Mills, P. J. F., Barrett, G. F. C., Riding, W., Schofield, P., and \\ dt,.lrr.:.. R 

The 62 pupils who received the Oxford School Certificate were 
Bennison, R. A. D., Brindle, R., Brough, P.H., Bullivant, W. G., Carnell, A.. Curren, W R.. Daley. L. D, 
Dalton, J. A., Entwistle, E. D, Farnell, N., Haydock, J. S., Heye,;, 0., H.1!!. P, I 1ttl.: \'- E.. M 
E. L., Price, R. E., Riding. G., Simpson, N. W., Thornley, M. E., Toze, A C., ',\;m·.n1t l \1 \\ ~ 
C. J., Wildman, R., Wright, R. W., E. K. Astley, J. Balmer, M. V. Bamber, D. Banxs, P M Harre» A 
Benson, B. Butcher, J. Clarkson, J. Coutts, B. Dalton, Z. E. Dawson, J De~ron. \1 £ , \! 1,. 
E. Ferneley, P. A. Gold, M. Grime, M. Hargreaves, G. E. Harrison, V. M. Helie, E M Hinch. 
Hindle, K. M. Holmes, E. Jones, J. Marsden, F. J. Molyneaux, C. S Prescott, J Spence. S T 
B. Thompson, J. Thorpe, M. J. Threlfall, M. Topping, M. J. Tullis, J. M. E Wade, I Walton, A. whe 
and E. Wood. 

Barrett was awarded a County Major Scholarship; we congratulate him, 
wishing him every success at Leeds University. 

Our best wishes go with those who have entered college this year. Barre 
G. F. C, who goes to Leeds University; M. Maughan to the Edinburgh College 
of Domestic Science ; J. M. Beal, M. Bradle\ anJ (. P. Tt,m...:r tQ h,.:rv H ~ ; 
M. B. Sutton to Homerton; L. R. Wrennall to Edge Hill; C Lund to Ripon , 
B. Silcock to Battersea Domestic Science College; D. J. Tomlinson to Berridge 
House, Hampstead ; M. Carr to Sheffield ; M. Thwaites to Sunderland, Moon, H, 
and Ellis, J. K., to Saltley, Birmingham; and Wh1tak.er t<" \\ ,r-.,ll .. ~tl!r 
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Marriott, E. L. V.B. Farington House. School Certificate, 1946. Rugby 
League Team. 

Simpson, A. F.-V.B. Farington House. Cricket 2nd XI. Rugby and Cricket 
League Teams. 

Stopford, J. B.-V.B. Worden House. Rugby and Cricket League Teams. 
Dixon, N.- IV.B. Clayton House. 
Linley, J. U. IV.B. Cuerden House. 
Holme, D. N. -IV.A. Cuerden House. 
BenJ', C.-IV.B. Worden House. Rugby 2nd XV. Cricket League Team. 
Mathews, E. M.-IV.B. Farington House. Rugby League Team. 
Holden, J. T.-III.B. Farington House. Rugby and Cricket League Teams. 

--0-- 

VALETE (Girls). 

M. B. Sutton.-U.VI. Head Prefect. Cuerden House Captain. School Certifi­ 
cate, 1944. Captain of Rounders. Hockey Colours, 1944, 1945, 1946. Rounders 
Colours, 1944, 1945, 1946. Tennis League Team, 1944, 1945, 1946. 

J. Bamber.-U.VI. Clayton House Captain. School Prefect. School Certificate 
1943. " 

L. R. Wrennall.--U.VI. Cuerden House. School Prefect. School Certificate 
1943. Righter School Certificate, 1946. Hockey League Team. ' 

J.M. Beal.-U.VI. Cuerden House. School Prefect. School Certificate, 1944. 
Captain of Hockey. Hockey Colours, 1946. Rounders 1st IX. Tennis 1st VI. 

B. J. Silcock.--U.VI' Cuerden House. School Sub-Prefect. School Certificate, 
1944. Higher School Certificate, 1946. Hockey 2nd XI. Tennis 1st VI. Tennis 
Colours, 1946. Editor of" The Balshavian." 

D. J. Tomlinson.-L.VI. Farington House Captain. School Sub-Prefect. 
School Certificate, 1945. Captain of Tennis. Tennis Colours, 1945, 1946. 

c. Lund.-U.VI. Worden House Captain. School Sub-Prefect. School Certifi­ 
cate, 1944. Higher School Certificate, 1946. Hockey and Tennis League Teams. 

C. P. Turner.-U.VI. Cuerden House. School Sub-Prefect. School certificate, 
1944. Higher School Certificate, 1946. Victnx Ludorum_, 1944, 1945, 1946. Hockey, 
1946. Rounders, 1945, 1946. Tennis, 1945, 1946. Athletic Colours, 1944, 1945, 1946. 

N. M. G. Cross.-U.VI. Worden House. School Sub-Prefect. School Certifi­ 
cate, 1944. Higher School Certificate, 1946. Tennis, Hockey and Rounders League 
Teams. Sub-Editor of The Balshavian." 

M. M. Bradley.-U.VI. Cuerden House. School Sub-Prefect. School Certifi­ 
cate, 1944. Tennis Colours, 1946. Rounders 1st IX. 

S. Williams.-L.VI. Farington House. School Certificate, 1945. Hockey 
League Team. 

K. B. Tyson.--L.VI. Worden House. School Certificate, 1945. 
M. S. Thwaites.-L.VI. Worden House. School Certificate, 1945. Hockey, 

Tennis and Rounders League Teams. 
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M. Ball.--L.NI. Clayton House. School Certificate, 1945. Rounders. Hockey 
and Tennis League Teams. 

M. Carr.-L.VI. Cuerden House. School Certificate. 1945 
E. Jenkins.--L.VI Clayton House. School Certificate, 1945 
D. Banks.--V.A. Cuerden House. School Certificate, 1946. 
P. A. Gold.-V.A. Clayton House. School Certificate, 1946 Hockey League 

Team. 
V.H. Helme.--V.A. Farington House. School Certificate, 1946. Tennis 2nd VI 

Hockey and Rounders League Teams. 
K. M. Holmes.-V.A. Farington House. School Certificate, 1946. 
E. Jackson.--V.A. Cuerden House. Hockey League Team. 
J. Mather.--V.A. Clayton House. Hockey and Rounders League Teams 
B. Thompson.-V.A. Farington House. School Certificate, 1946 
M. Topping.--V.A. Cuerden House. School Certificate, 1946. 
C. E. Underwood.--V.A. Cuerden House. Hockey and Rounders League 

Teams. 
J. M. E. Wade.- V.A. Farington House. School Certificate, 1946 
A. P. Benson.-V.B. Cuerden House. School Cenifkat..:. 1946 
F. J. Molyneaux. V.B. Clayton House. School Certi icate, '94¢ Hockey 

Tennis and Rounders League Teams. 
E. Ferneley.--V.B. Farington House. School Cert cate. Hocke iv 

XI. Rounders and Tennis League Teams. 
S. Tattersall.-V.B. Worden House. 
J. Thorpe.- V.B. Farington House. School Cm 

Rounders and Hockey League Teams. 
P. M. Fraser.-V.B. Worden House. 
J. A. Butler. IV.A. Farington House. 
J. Hardacre.--IV.A. Cuerden House. 
S. B. R. Hartley.-IV.A. Clayton House. 
E. M. Whittle.--IV.A. Farington House. 
C. Baxter.--IV.B. Worden House. 
H. E. McQuaid.-IV.B. Worden House. 
E. D. Rawson.-II.A. Farington House. 
C. Davidson.-III.B. Clayton House. 
B. R. Robinson.--III.B. Cuerden House 
B. J. Wylde.-IIT.B. Fnrington House. 
D. M. Hodson.-Il.A. Clayton House 
J. Emery.-l.B. Worden House. 
A. Calderbank.-I.C. Clayton House 

\ f 
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THE SCHOOL PLAY 
The late Sir J. M. Barrie's well-known play, " Dear Brutus," was presented 

this year for two performances in the School Hall, on April 4th and 6th, and was 
enjoyed by large audiences. 

Schofield, fresh from his triumph of the previous year in" Richard of Bordeaux. 
had little difficulty with the shorter and easier part of Mr. Dearth, and found it well · 
within his powers. He was jaunty, cheerful and carefree in the long scene in the wood 
with his daughter, and conveyed both the youthfulness and the maturity of the 
character. In the last Act he was broken and pathetic. Altogether, it may be said 
that again the play depended largely on Schofield, and we shall sorely miss him 
next year. 

Edmondson, also, did not find the part of Matey, the butler who was a crook 
very difficult to sketch. His chief handicap was his youthful appearance and voice' 
but on the whole this was a satisfactory performance. Jameson, also distinctly 
boyish for the part, made a gallant attempt at the elderly but skittish Lob, and 
his antics certainly aroused the amusement of the audience. The part of the weak 
and uxorious Mr. Coade is a rather thankless one : we had to sympathise with 
Brough, called in as it were from the Rugby field to fuss about with the ladies' 
shawls, etc ; by dropping his voice and rounding his shoulders, Brough contrived 
to suggest the character reasonably well. Moon had better opportunities as the 
philandering Purdie, whose motto seems to be, if you have a bird in the hand, let 
it go, and look for the one in the bush. Here again, a few more years would have 
done no harm, as Moon seemed too boyish for one to take his little misdemeanours 
seriously ; or perhaps the weakness lies in the play, for we cannot be very concerned 
about Purdie anyhow. 

The female parts were, on the whole, better done than the male, always with 
the exception of Schofield. The girls, as usual, adapted themselves better to the 
age and dignity of the characters allotted to them. Margaret Bradley looked quite 
a woman of the world, and spoke with considerable poise and manner, though, 
apart from a few cutting remarks to her degenerate spouse, she has not a great 
many chances of distinguishing herself. Margaret Sutton also had that grown-up 
look, assisted, of course, by a judicious make-up, and invested her affair with Moon 
with considerable dignity plus a certain amount of pathos. 

c. P. Turner had good opportunities for showing the contrast between her 
roles in the First and Second Acts, the one proud and stilted, the other free and 
easy in company with the defaulting butler whom she had disdained, now turned 
successful company-promoter. Zoe Dawson and Margaret Farnell gave help as the 
remaining two ladies : 'Zoe spoke up well, and showed considerable assurance for 
one so young; Margaret made a brave attempt at the rather doddenng Mrs. Coade; 
it was scarcely her fault that the character did not arouse more sympathy, but one 
feels that in this part of the play at least Barne has laid on the sentiment a little 
too thickly. . . . 

Last but far from least, Betty Beal gave a spmted and unselfconscious perform­ 
ance as the child of Dearth's imagination. She acted, spoke, and danced with 
complete spontaneity in a part where any trace of nervousness or hesitancy would 
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have meant immediate failure. One held one's breath for a time---it seemed too 
good to be true-but Betty carried the scene triumphantly through to a finish 
Schofield received noble support here, and between them the two made this scene 
as it should be, easily the outstanding part of the plax, Great credit is due to Miss 
Milroy for her careful and thorough production of this far froir easy play, and 
to all concerned for their courageous attack on a piece that begins to date a little 
and has not yet become historical. 

A.J B 
--o-- 

LONGING 
0 woe is me that I in cities dwell ! 
How enviously I look on those who live so free. 
And oft can listen to the ringing of a sheep's clear bell. 
And birds at dawn a-singing in a tree ! 

If only I could find a house among the downs of Devon, 
Then would my cup of happiness be filled to the brim ; 
Each evening I would take my rest within my ne\\ found heaven, 
While wind and bird and leaf sing nature's evening hymn 

A.B., Form Vb. (Clayton) 
--o-- 

THE SCHOOL CAMP 
This year again the school was called upon to strike a blow in the great cause 

of agriculture. The battle was waged between July 27th and August 24th against 
heavy odds-the odds of course being the rain and the rations 

The whole endeavour was nevertheless a triumph. Torrential rain attended 
the very erecting of the tents, and rain of varying intensity (but con~1:-.i.cnt hurrr;d.l)) 
was our most regular visitor throughout the session. Y et, assisted by having the 
same excellent site as last year, not to mention unlimited stores of cheerful:es: 
the campers were in no way dismayed by the weather. On the side of the commiss­ 
ariat, Miss Whewell did not have unlimited stores: yet, bj :,.:>me m..:l.::,.ri~bk ... h,."fflh­ 
try, she managed to magnify them into full-blown gargantuan meals 

There were many factors which helped to take the sting out of our difficulties 
Mr. and Mrs. Helme, above all, were, as ever, the essence of kindness, adopting the 
whole camp with a truly wholesale parenthood and anticipating many wants. Mrs 
Smalley produced a cake of breath-taking proportions, while a whole host of parents 
assisted in all sorts of ways. We were fortunate too in having a team of zealous and 
experienced orderlies : Riding, Newton and Carr overcame al! difficulties with such 
speed and dexterity (thus having much spare time for table-tennis and bridge) that 
those who went out to work acquired the quite erroneous impression that a camp- 
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orderly has a strikingly close resemblance to the more privileged members of Valhalla. 
Margaret Hutchings too gave us part of her holiday and in her quiet way got through 
Herculean quantities of work in assisting Miss Whewell. Mr. Bennison was ever 
at work to find new ways of streamlining this luxury camp, coaxing efficiency out 
of lamps and stove and devoting time in the evening to improving the camp's standard 
of bridge. 

It was only the business of erecting the camp that gave us any resemblance 
to the p10neers and trail-blazers of legend. We found the natives very friendly, 
for the name of Balshaw s now appears to be something of a recommendation to 
many local farmers and we had no difficulty in finding an abundance of work 
This again despite the rain. The total number of hours worked was 1,602¾. · 

It was a ba1 season for rabbits-or should one call it a good one? At all events 
~10 rabbits were induced to enhance the camp diet. However, the wholesale slaughter 
in another direction will probably have caused a senous mole-power shortage in the 
Fylde. We have not, as yet, seen any of the fur coats promised therefrom, but great 
art (says the proverb) takes time and we are patient. 

The social side of the camp was particularly brisk. Many welcome visitors 
called on us and viewed our mode of life with a gratifying envy. Cricket of an 
unorthodox (but enthusiastic) kind was waged (the word is appropriate) with the 
stalwart youth of the neighbourhood. The camp gave _an At Home, and Mr. Riding's 
conjuring performance was a greatly appreciated high-spot of the evening. Mr. 
Helme's -th birthday (we never did plumb that mystery) was celebrated with 
becoming zest-and a mammoth whist-drive. Mr. and Mrs. Helme contributed 
the prizes for the whist-drive, together with a remarkable range of succulent viands 
which disappeared with a bewildering speed. Lastly, among our social agenda 
the Winmarleigh Ball received its customary support from our representatives 
on the spot. 

Perhaps, therefore, our most abiding impressions of this year's camp will 
be mud, wet grass, gum-boots and the patter of rain on canvas during the night 
watches-but withal good humour, cheerful co-operation and an extraordinary 
capacity for converting work into enjoyment. W.J.D. 

--0-- 

THE TARN 
Up in the mountains so forbidding, 
There lies a wooded glen, 
Within this glen a placid tarn 
Unknown to men. 
It lies in the heart of the mountains, 
So still and cool and deep, 
It shimmers in the moonlight 
While we sleep. 

THE BISHOPS AND THE "BOBBIES." 
(On April 6th, 1946, Balshaw's played a Chess Match agamst the County 

Police at Police Headquarters). 
They were a tough bunch, these lads from Balshaw's, but the County Police 

were determined to make some good captures. Word had reached them that the 
Balshaw Gang actually planned to pay Headquarters a visit that ~,gbt a bold 
venture which the police were resolved to foil. So the latter laid careful plans to give 
the boys a hot reception. 

The Police were under no illusions as to the difficulty of the tn.:.k be.fore ~m 
The Balshaw Gang were notorious ; for had not they devastated the County Offices 
only the previous week? 

Let us glance for a moment at the personalities and records of these adventurous 
youths. First there is Broadbent, bellicose and brusque, who never makes a move, 
however without carefully weighing up all possibilities first. He was a v,:t;:.- a 
formidable person to meet, but on a dark night such as this he was postti»shy 
terrifying. He stopped short of nothing-he would even lay bis hand<; on the Quee 
herself if it suited his nefarious purpose. 

Then there is Hughes, quiet but clever, who laid his plans with diabolical 
cunning. His technique was to lull his victims into a false sense of·security and then 
strike with overwhelming suddenness. He was especially dangerous if driven int 
a corner. 

The third member of the gang is Becconsall, a rather shy-looking youth whose 
timid appearance gives no hint of his propensity for tak111g other people's mater±a 
Closely associated with him is Porter, that grasping gamester from Grimsargh, wh 
gambles in gambits with gangster-like greed. 

Somewhat older than the rest is Williams, who learnt n-ll the tricks of the trade 
in Canada. He never actually came into contact with the poli .. ~ in Canada, but 
over here he was already a marked man. 

Finally, there is Barrett, a mild and gentlemanly-looking fellow, whom no one 
would ever suspect of taking anythmg which did not belong to h.m l n!tt...,. ;;omc 
of his colleagues, he looked a trifle out of place in a police station. 

It was the night, then, of April 6th. Outside it was moonless and very dark 
an ideal night for the job in hand. At Police Headquarters, behind closed dOors, 
the police sucked grimly at their pipes. Orders had been given that they were not 
to be disturbed. 

The atmosphere was tense us boys and ·· bobbies " faced each other across 
reen-baized tables. All the best brains of the Police- 'c\.!rl! co!'IC\i!llratl!J H'I thM 

7som, and every effort was being made by them to lure the boys into making some 
false move. The lads from Balshaw's were up against it, but their faces betrayed no 

M.H., Form IVa. (Clayton). 
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