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"THE GREAT ADVENTURE" 
March 20th and 22nd, 19!7. 

Carve: "If any man wishes to be convinced that I am a great artist Ice him look at my work." 

Mn. Shawn: "Yes, they would go Into the church, both of chem and 1 don't know 
how we've managed,'' 

THE BALSHA VIAN 
(The official organ of Balshaw's Grammar School, Leyland). 

Editor : Joan L. Marsden. 

VOL. XXIII.-No. 1. 

Sub-Editor : B. Butcher. 

AUTUMN TERM, 1947. 

EDITORIAL. 
It hardly seems possible that a year can have passed since the Editor ,;.as last harassed 

by commas, semi-colons, and intractable members of the Staff. so recent h the memory. 
Since then, however, we have passed through a severe and trying winter, and a long and 
beautiful summer to autumn, which is indeed the lime for the Editor to sharpen her pencil 
and get to work. 

In this year of hard work and crisis, with cuts and rumours of cub to harass still 
more a nation frayed by six years of war, comes one pleasing bit of news : the announce­ 
ment of the engagement of H.R.H. Princess Elizabeth to Lieutenant Philip Mountbatten. 
We, at Balshaw's, join with the nation as a whole in wishing them every happiness. 

--0-- 

SCHOOL NOTES. 
PREFECTS Of THE SCHOOL. 

Boys. Head Prefect : Edmondson, P. W. 

Prefect : Riding, G. 
Sub-Prefects: Dalton, J. lf., Entwisle, E. D., Sldlbeck.. D .. \\-right, 

R. W., Wildman, R., Bennison, R. A. D.. Toze, A C .• 
Price, R. E., Waring, J. M.. Curren, W R. 

Girls. Head Prefect : D. R. Ackers. 
Prefects: Joan L. Marsden, E. Jones. 
Sub-Prefects : E. K. Astley, P. M. Barker, M. Elliott, M. Farnell, M. 

Hargreaves, G. E. Harrison. S. Hindle. E. ~I. HinehchiTe. 
Z. E. Dawson, J. Deacon, J. Spencer, Joyce Marsden, 
B. Norris, J. Rodda 

The School was deeply grieved to hear of the death on the 27th September of its 
former Headmaster, Mr. Jackson. As a last mark of respect, the school prefects and 
sub-prefects, Mr. & Mrs. Oldland, Mr. Lomax, Miss Rahill, Miss Milroy and Miss Whewell 
attended his funera1 at Leyland Parish Church. 
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We again have to report changes of staff. Mr. Fisher has left us to take up a post 
in Keswick, and Miss Woffinden to teach in Birmingham. We send our best wishes with 
them, and also welcome Miss Twist, who takes Mr. Fisher's place, and Mr. Leithead 
who has come to teach Latin. 

The usual House Parties and Prefects' Social have been held during the year, each 
differing, but very successful. 

Speech Day was held on December 16th when the prizes were presented by Mr. 
C. E. Young, Headmaster of Rossall. ' 

Our Dramatic production this year was "The Great Adventure" by Arnold Bennett, 
on March 20th and 22nd. An appreciation of the play will be found in the magazine. 

Once again, the School Choir gave us a most enjoyable Carol Service, and the annual 
party which followed was a great success. 

At the University of Liverpool, the degree of Doctor of Philosophy (Science) was 
conferred on F. Haworth, who was at Balshaw's from 1933 to 1940. Dr. Haworth left 
Liverpool in September, 1946, to take up a Colonial Agricultural Scholarship at Cambridge, 
and in recent examinations was awarded the Diploma in Agricultural Science (Class I), 
elected a scholar of St. John's College, and elected the T. H. Middleton prize winner. 

We have had several interesting lectures and Central Office of Information Film 
Shows during the year, and reported in this issue. 

Although the weather for Sports Day was disappointing, the event was a great success. 
We congratulate the Victor Ludorum, Bullivant, and the Victrix Ludorum, Margery 
Turner. An account of the Sports is included in the magazine. 

We congratulate the following Old Pupils who have been married in the course of 
the year :-Jean Elliott to Richard Bloomfield, Joan Jackson, Secretary of the Old Girls' 
Association, to Mr. Jones, and Madeleine Winter to Kenneth Lee. The latter were both 
Old Students of the school. 

There have been several changes in School Societies since our last issue. The Pictorial 
History Society has been discontinued, and a new Debating Society formed by Miss 
Johnson, while Mr. Leithead has formed a Junior Classical Society, and Miss Twist a 
Knitting Club. 

Our congratulations go to all those who were successful in the public examinations 
held last term. 

Those who gained the full Higher School Certificate were :-D. Ackers, R. Cardwell, 
B. Lambert, M. Lund, J. L. Marsden, J. Parkin, V. Pinder, Edmondson, P. W., Glover, 
R.H., Howard, G., Hughes, H., Milner, W. D., Newton, G. W. A., Richardson, K. D., 
Sheldon, R. P. 
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Successful candidates in the Oxford School Certificate examination were --- 
Ball, A., Becconsall, K., Bond, J., Broadbent, T. G., Brown. A., Busfield, H. J.,Chapman, E. T., Entwistle, 
J., Fowler, D., Haydock, F. S., Hinchliffe, G. D., Jameson. R.. Kay. S.. Lavender, R.. Meadows. A.. 
Milligan, A., Ogden, D., Parker, E., Place. E., Porter, K., Swift, N., Vickers, E.. Watkinson. A.. Womar, 
A., Wright, J. P., Yates, N., E. Bennett, E. Blogg, P. Burnie. 8. C.haprr.ar,, P. Dickinson, J, 1-am:r. B. 
Hargreaves, W. Harrison, .I. Heald, M. Hope, B. Langton, S. Lawson, J. Miller, E. Nelson, V Newsham, 
B. Norris, R. Parkinson, B. Rawcliffe,'J. Rodda, K. Rushton. D. Sheldon. M. Speakman, D. Stamper, 
A. Standidge, L. Swire, M. Turner, E. Whittle, J. Williams. M. W&th.oell. 

Our congratulations go to Hughes who was awarded State, County Major. Hulme 
Hall and Hamer Scholarships ; to Glover, who was awarded a County Major Scholarship; 
and to Rose Cardwell who was awarded a County Bursary. 

The following have gone to Training Colleges and Universities this )Car:- 

Girls : E. Burnie to St. Gabriel's Training College. London : R. Cardwell to 
Manchester University; V. E. M. Lambert to the Training College. 0crb:,. J. Parkin 
to Liverpool University; M. Downham to Berridge House Domestic Science Colk:gc, 
London ; M. Lund to the Training College, Ripon: S. Guymer to Battersea Polytechnic 
Domestic Science College, London; V. Pinder to University College, Leicester : M. 
Bamber to Berridge House Domestic Science College. London : J. Coutts to Edgehill 
Training College, Ormskirk ; J. Threlfall to St. Katherine·s College, Liverpool. 

Boys :-Glover, R. H., to Liverpool University; Hughes. H., to Manchester Uni­ 
versity ; Bailey P., to University College, Leicester. 

Our congratulations go to :- 

Clayton House who won the Cricket Knockouts and Rounders Leagues ; 

Cuerden House who won the Rounders Knockouts, the Hockey Leagues, and the 
Sports Cup ; 

Farington House who won the Rugby Knockouts and Cricket Leagues ; 

Worden House who won the Hockey Knockouts, Tennis Knockouts, Rugby Leagues, 
Tennis Leagues, and also the Silver Griffin for Scholastic Merit. 

We wish to thank all other schools who have sent us their magazines. 

We congratulate Mr. Old land and Mary Lund, who defeated Mr. Bennison and 
Eileen Burnie in the finals of the Tennis Tournament. 

--0- 

SALVETE. 

To Clayton House : E. M. Aston, V. J. Ball, M. H. Barker, A. Bleasdale, D. A. 
Bownass, A. Calderbank, S. Cook, N. M. Cunliffe, F. T. Entwistle, J. E. Heaton, A. J. 
Jennings, S. Kershaw, N. L. Kirkham, B. Lawson, M. M. Maidment, S. L. \_fanfond, 
J. Nuttall, M. Pownall, M. L. Riding, D. Rogers, L. P. Roskell, A. Scot, J. Swift E. A. 
Taylor, J. M. Thomas, J. Tyrer, Burlington, R., Charles, K., Forrest, B. W., Gtll, A., 
Gold, I. D., Porter, A. 
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To Cuerden House : J. M. Astley, J. M. Brooks, J. Y. Dempsey, D. P. H. Farrer, 
M. H. Farrer, C. Green, L. M. Halsall, R. M. Hammond, J. Harrison, G. M. Hendry, 
W. C. McIntyre, P. Megson, E. Mercer, A. E. Morris, B. M. Philipson, P. M. Semple, 
V. Smalley, M. Smith, F. Tattersall, D. F. Woodburn, Bullon, D., Croasdale, K., Hudson, 
E., Hunt, J. E., Johnson, R. H., Proudlove, J., Roberts, A., Williams, A. T., Whittaker, 
C.. Woosey, G. S. 

. To Farington House : F. H. Atkinson, V. Bamber, S. Bretherton, I. Burns, M. E. R. 
Chisnall, S. A. Cook, E. Croft, A. Dears, S. D. Dowling, E. I. Eastham, D. J. Hall, B. 
M. Hammond, J. Ingham, P. M. James, D. Jeffery, B. Kenyon, A. C. Leach, M. L. Marland, 
D. M. Oldland, M. Parkinson, J. Singleton, J. Waddington, E. M. Whittle, D. C. 
Wilford, M. Worrell,Chapman, E. T., Chapman, M. A., Gorden, W., Cross, K., Hayes, 
G. L., Ismay, J. S., Lambert, J., Mcilwaine, C., Owen, D. A., Palmer, H. J., Pye, J., 
Riding, C. P., Robinson, P. K., Swarbrick, J., Taylor, G. N. Taylor, J. W. Taylor, G 
S., Withnell, D. A. ' ' ' . ., ' . ., ' . 

To Worden House: F. M. Allen, M. Appleton, H. M. W. Ashcroft, S. Bamber, 
P. M. Barker, M. Beardwood, J. Cairns, J. Crossley, A. M. Collinson, M. Dawber, P. R. 
Higgins, D. A. Riding, J. Ritchie, B. A. Robinson, S. A. Rothwell, I. Shuttleworth, E. 
J. Werry,J.J. Wild, R. M. Wilson, Aspin, D. N., Barnes, B., Brewer, D. A., Cuerden, D, 
William, J. C., Singleton, D., Thretrait, D. R., Threlfall, D. L., Threlfall, J., Wright, 

VALETE (Boys) 
Glover, R. H.-U.VI. Worden. Head Prefect. School Certificate, 1945. Higher 

School Certificate, 1947. County Major Scholarship. 1st Rugby XV, 1945-1946. Captain 
1st Cncket XI, 1945, 1946, 1947. Cricket colours, 1945, 1946, 1947. Athletic colours, 
1946, 1947. Rugby colours 1946. Worden House Captain. 

Hughes, H.--U.VI. Farington. Prefect. School Certificate, 1945, Higher School 
Certificate, 1947, State, County Major, Hulme Hall and Hamer Scholarships. 1st Rugby 
XV, 1946. 2nd Cricket XI, Cricket Leagues. Rugby and Cricket knockouts. School 
Chess Team. 

Sheldon, R. P.-U.VI. Farington. Sub-Prefect. School Certificate, 1945, Higher 
School Certificate, 1947. Captain 1st Rugby XV, 1945, 1946. 1st Cricket XI, 1945, 
1946. Cricket and Rugby Knockouts. Farington House Captain. 

Bailey, P.=--U.NI. Farington. Sub-Prefect. School Certificate, 1945. Higher School 
Certificate, 1947. Rugby and Cricket Leagues. 

Bush, D. U.VI. Farington. Sub-Prefect. School Certificate, 1945. !st Rugby 
XV, 1946. Cricket and Rugby Knockouts. 

Howard, G.-U.Vl. Worden. Sub-Prefect. School Certificate, 1945. Higher School 
Certificate, 1947. 1st Rugby XV, 1945, 1946. Cricket Leagues. Rugby Knockouts. 
Rugby colours, 1946. Cross Country team. 

Milner, W. D.-U.VI. Worden. School Certificate, 1945. Higher School Certificate, 
1947. 
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Newton, G. W. A.-U.VI. farington. Sub-Prefect. School Certificate, 1945. Higher 
School Certificate, 1947. 1st Rugby XV, 1946. 1st Cricket XI, 1946. Rugby colours, 
1946. Cross Country colours, I 946. 

Richardson, K. D.-U.VI. Clayton. Sub-Prefect. School Certificate, 1945. Higher 
School Certificate, 1947. Clayton House Captain. School Chess Team. 

Haydock, J. S-L.VI. Worden. Sub-Prefect. School Certificate. 1946. 1st Cricket 
XI, 1947. 2nd Rugby XV. Rugby and Cricket Knockouts. 

Bullivant, W. G.-L.VI. Worden. School Certificate, 1946. 1st Rugby XV, 1945, 
1946. 1st Cricket XI, 1945, 1946. Cross Country Team. Cricket colours, 1946. Victor 
Ludorum, 1945, 1946, 1947. Athletic colours, 1945, 1946, 1947. 

Daley, L.--L.VI. Cuerden. School Certificate, 1946. 

Simpson, N. W.-L.VI. Farington. School Certificate, 1946. 1st Rugby XV, 1946. 
Cricket Leagues. Rugby Knockouts. 

Thornley, M. E.--L.NI. Farington. School Certificate, 1946. Cricket and Rugby 
Leagues. 

Whitehead, C. J.-L.VI. Cuerden. School Certificate, 1946. 2nd Rugby XI. Cricket 
Leagues. Rugby Knockouts. 

Entwistle, J.-V.A. Worden. School Certificate, 1947. 2nd Rugby XV. Cricket 
and Rugby Leagues. 

Hinchliffe, G. D.-V.A. Farington. School Certificate, 1947. Rugby and Cricket 
Leagues. 

Jameson, R. V.A. Clayton. School Certificate, 1947. 2nd Cricket Xl. Rugby 
Leagues and Knockouts. 

Vickers, E. S. V.A. Cuerden. School Certificate, 1947. Ist Rugby XV, 1946. 
Cricket Leagues. Rugby and Cricket Knockouts. 

Yates, W.-V.A. Cuerden. School Certificate, 1947. 2nd Rugby XV. Rugby 
and Cricket Leagues and Knockouts. 

Hayhurst, N. W.-V.B. Cuerden. 2nd Rugby XV. 

Lavender, R.--V.B. Farington. School Certificate, 1947. 

Sumner, H. R. VB. Clayton. Ist Cricket XI, 1947. 2nd Rugby XV. Rugby and 
Cricket Knockouts. 

Taylor, 8.-V.B. Worden. 2nd Cricket XI. Rugby Leagues. Cricket Knockouts. 

Womar, A. VB. Cuerden. School Certificate, 1947. 1st Rugby XV, 1946. 2nd 
Cricket XI. Rugby and Cricket Knockouts. 

Hopwood, J.-3.A. Farington. 
Gavan, J. S.--3.B. Clayton. 

Hobson, G.=--2.B. Clayton. 
5 
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V ALETE. (Girls) 
_v. Pinder.-U.Vl. Clayton. Head Prefect. School Certificate, 1944. Higher School 

Certificate, 1947. Hockey Leagues and Knockouts. School Lib ° Sub-editor of 
"The Balshavian." · 1.ranan. 

R. Cardwell.-U.NI. Farington. Pr±fe:t. Schcol e 
Certificate 1946, 1947. C "' . re ec . c oo Certificate, 1944. Higher School 
Librarian.' ranion iis, ?"®» 1947. Hockey Leagues and 'Kmnckouts. 

J. Parkin.--UNI. Cuerden. Sub-Prfe., 
Certificate, 1947. School lst Hocke ~e ect. School Certificate, 1945. Higher School 
Hockey and Tennis Knockouts S t }• 1945, 1946. Rounders and Tennis Leagues. 
Cuerden House. · u-eitor of "The Balshavian." Games Captain of 

M. V. Bamber.-- L.VI Farington S b . 
Ist Hockey XI, 1946. Tennis L · u -Prefect. School Certificate, 1946. Captain 

eagues and Knockouts. Hockey colours 1945 1946. 
E. W. Burnie-U VI Cl t ' ' 

· · · ay on. Sub-Prefect. School Certificate, 1945. 
M. Downham.-U.VI. Cuerden. S b 

1st Tennis VI 1947 R d L u -Prefect. School Certificate 1945. Captain , • oun ers eagues. T · d R ' House Captain. 0 
• enms an ounders Knockouts. Cuerden 

S. Guymer.-U. VI. Clayton. Sub-Prefect 
Hockey Leagues. Tennis Knockouts. . School Certificate, 1945. Tennis and 

S. A. Haydock.-U.VI. Clayton. Sub 
House Captain. 5ub-Prefect. School Certificate, 1945. Clayton 

sac &.'';""";;4 ",<yo. sas.en.ea. saoar carotene, 1os. mane , • enms eagues. 
M. Lund.-U.VI. Worden S b p fi . 

Certificate, 1947. 1st Tennis' v;,',,]®Ct. School Certificate, 1945. Higher School 
Tennis, and Hockey Knockouts w>,',; Rounders an~ Hockey Leagues. Rounders, 

s. or en House Captain. 
J. Clarkson.--L.VI. Worden. School Certificate, 1946. 
J. Coutts.-L.VI Clayton S h I C . . 

XI, 1945, 1946. R d · c 00 ertificate, 1946. Librarian. School Jst Hockey 
' · ouniers Leagues. Hockey Knockouts. 

B. Dalton.-L VJ Worden S h l C . 
1946. 1st Rounders ix, 1945 4,,,'®! Certificate, 1946. School 1st Hockey XI, 1945, 
Rounders Knockouts H k ' I . 2nd Tennis VI. Tennis Leagues. Hockey and 

· oc ey co ours, 1945, 1946. 
M. Grime.- L.VI F · 

1945, 1946. 1st Round>,,""P&ton. School Certificate, 1946. School 1st Hockey XI, 
X, 1946. Tennis Leagues. Hockey and Rounders Knockouts. 

M. J. Threlfall.-L.VI. Clayton. School Certificate, 1946. 

B I h
M .. 1· Tul/is.-L.VT. Farington. 

as avian." School Certificate, 1946. Sub-editor of "The 

A. Whelan. L.VI F · . 
11946 Hock L. · arrngton. School Certificate 1946. 1st Rounders IX, 1945, 

. ey eagues. Tennis Knockouts. ' 
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J. Farrer.-V.A. Clayton. School Certificate, 1947. Ist Hockey XI, 1947. ht 
Rounders IX, 1947. Tennis Leagues. Hockey and Rounders Knockouts. 

D. M. Sheldon.-V.A. Farington. School Certificate. 1947. ht Tennis VI. 1947. 
Hockey Leagues. Tennis Knockouts. 

D. L. Stamper.-V.A. Farington. School Certificate, 1947. 
P. M. Burnie. V.B. Clayton. School Certificate, 1947. 

B. A. Chapman.-V.B. Farington. School Certificate, 1947. 
R. Crompton. V.B. Worden. School Certificate, 1947. 
D. M. Dickinson.-V.B. Worden. School Certificate. 1947. Hockey Leagues. 
B. Fisher.-V.B. Clayton. 
R. Parkinson.-- V.B. Worden. School Certificate, 1947. Hockey Leagues. 
B. Rawcliffe.-V.B. Worden. School Certificate, 1947. Hocke; Leagues and 

Knockouts. 
N. Riding.-V.B. Clayton. 
K. Rushton.-V.B. Clayton. School Certificate, 1947. Hockey Leagues and 

Knockouts. · 

R. Sumner.- V.B. Clayton. 
M. L. Swire. V.B. Clayton. School Certificate, 1947. 
J. Thompson.-V.B. Clayton. 
M. Kenyon.-IV.A. Worden. 
L. Oldland.--IV.A. Farington. Junior Hockey XI. Junior Rounder<; IX 3rd 

Tennis VT. Hockey and Rounders leagues. Hockey Knockouts. 
B. M. Wade.-111.A. Farington. 
D. T. Sweetman.-IL.B. Farington. 
K. Dalton.-11.A. Clayton. 
/-I. Singleton.-! I.A. Worden. 
D. G. Sivire.-lf. 8. Clayton. 
B. R. Tilston.--I.C. Clayton. 

--0-- 

THE SCHOOL PLAY 
«THE GREAT ADVENTURE " 

by ARNOLD BENNETT 

This year's production, The Great Adventure," (March 20th and 22nd, 1947), 
was by Arnold Bennett, a dramatist not previously represented in the record of the 
Dramatic Society. Bennett was perhaps more of a novelist than a dramatist, but two 
full houses saw the production, and many expressions of appreciation were heard afterwards. 

7 
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As we have now lost Schofield, the principal male part devolved upon Edmondson, 
and a heavy part it is. He must be on the stage almost throughout, and a weakness here 
would be very serious. It may be said at once that Edmondson carried his burden steadily, 
and never gave the impression that it might be too heavy for him. Without having much 
variety of gesture, or Schofield's force in emotional scenes, he has a certain self-possession 
and calm, with a touch of playful humour when necessary, and conveyed sufficiently 
well the youthful middle-age of the great painter who decides to vanish from this trouble­ 
some world, lo re-appear in the modest guise of his own valet. The character bas to 
show both sides of the medal-the artist's shyness and desire for self-effacement, yet 
also the artist's touch of temper now and then, his impatience with the humbugs of the 
social and business worlds from which he reacts. Edmondson managed both sides with 
about equal skill, and thus kept the part in balance. 

He was ably seconded by Edith Astley in her first big part. Edith played this with 
the coolness of a veteran, delivered her lines so that every word could be heard and got 
through the large amount of business," setting tea, and so forth, with admirable sense 
of timing. She is nicely suited to the part of the honest young woman who pleases by 
contrast with those the painter has previously known, including that rather shadowy 
lady with whom he has conducted a flirtation, so we are told, on the Continent. Full 
credit to these two for sustaining the main fabric of the play. 

All the other parts are, without disrespect, simply incidental to theirs, and lend varying 
degrees of support. To dismiss the unhappy valet whose demise causes all the compli­ 
cations first, Dalton did all that could be asked in his brief and bedridden appearance. 
Haydock, with more chances, made a good impression in the first Act as the Doctor 
confirming bis previous good work in "Richard of Bordeaux." He has a certain bluff 
frankness under cover of which lies the necessary suggestion of shrewdness. Bennison 
as his assistant did all that was required of him. It was not Newton's fault that bis part 
seems rather out of the picture ; the theme of the angry and suspicious cousin hot after 
irregularities in the disposal of the property is never followed up, and this provides one 
of several false scents which in the end leave one rather guessing as to the main theme 
of the play, and even what the Great Adventure actually is. If it is an artist's marriage 
with a wife who knows nothing of his artistic life and problems, that theme is not developed 
either, though it could have made a dramatic conflict. If it is the adventure of changing 
one's identity, then the hero need not have been an artist, as it would be a great adventure 
for any man to abandon his home, personality, letters, papers (and bankbook) to begin 
all over again. If thirdly, the theme is supposed to be artist versus Philistine, in the 
Whistler and Wilde tradition, then both wife and cousin are irrelevancies, and the attention 
should have been focussed from the start of that side of Carve's character and life, with a 
bard-bitting opposite number in the form of a business man, politician, or what-not. 

Into this medley, the addition of at least two more minor themes (artist versus dealer 
and American collector versus "this side ") is almost unnoticeable in adding to the general 
confusion. The moral is that Bennett had not troubled to learn from Ibsen the art of 
shedding the superfluous. However to return to the acting : Swift did his best as an 
extremely improbable priest, and Zoe Dawson provided a very welcome slice of comic 
relief as a society patroness of the arts, complete with Edwardian feather bed and sparrow 
brains. Zoe and Margaret Farnell deserve more rewarding parts in some future pro- 
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duction. The latter in the part of the disconsolate widow, brings floods of tears and an 
accent of woe to her brief appearances, worthy of a better cause. 

Blundell and Barton as her unlikely twins pleased by a certain artless candour com­ 
bined with clerical jackets. The gesture of the evening was undoubtedly that with which 
Barton whirled the toasting-fork round in a dramatic half-circle, worthy of Lady Macbeth 
rounding upon her spouse, in the flights of higher villainy. Here Bennett wobbled uneasily, 
as often in his work, between comedy and pure farce, an impossible combination when 
the play is nominally about a serious issue. 1f the twins had carried one moment's con­ 
viction as curates, they would not have been funny, but bemg funny they threw the gne,mg 
widow's part badly askew. However the boys spoke up well and did what they could 
in the situation where the author bad landed them. 

Jameson gave a cheery little sketch of the intruding journalist; he . is young in 
appearance but has enough self-confidence. Hinchliffe, nicely made up with side-whiskers, 
tried hard to render the old dealer, without getting very near owing to natural handicap 
of youth. Betty Beal had to waste her talents on a very small part, and Sumner also filled 
in as a servant. 

This leaves us with two characters who, not appearing till the last Act, have little 
time to make an impression. Nevertheless, both did well, and Skilbeck especially pleased 
by the naturalness of his American collector ; his voice had a genial and mature note 
which came most welcome after more childish pipings, his movements also. and restraint, 
left little to be desired. 

Richardson played up well as Lord Alcar, and the last Act, which might easily have 
dragged, became perhaps the most interesting of the play, in fact the pomt at which the 
play might well have begun. 

On the whole, a gallant attempt by a rather young and inexperienced cast at a play 
in which the author had not left them a very easy position to take. 

Miss Milroy's production was marked throughout by her usual flair and a smooth 
and nicely-running performance was the result. Credit also to Miss Lewis, Mr. Bennison, 
Miss Whewell, and Mr. Hewartson for their valuable help and experience. Mr Wilkinson 
did the making-up with a practised hand, Mr. Speakman gave us excellent lighting effects 
at the switchboard, and a final word must go to Mr. Downer for his polished performance, 
at the microphone. 

1.J B 

THE COCK 
No-one should mock 

A cock 
With shining feathers. 
Hens about him flock 

Tn meek affection 
To crave protection. 

He stands and crows 
He's better than a clock, 

This cock! 
F.G. Form III.C. (Clayton). 
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SPEECH DAY & DISTRIBUTION OF PRIZES 
On Monday, December 16th, 1946, we held our Speech Day-an event to which 

the school had been look' " d · 1 · · T d h mg ,orwar ng 1t from the beginning of the war. We were 
("""[<",2 @e Mr. c. E. Young, Headmaster of Rossalf school to distribute the prizes, 
n e hairman was Mr. J. B. Cardwell, Chairman of the Governors of the School. 

The proceedings were O d .h Nc th '° penec witl a song by the School Choir. My Love Dwelt 
In a ort em Land." a Settino b El . I "' ' 
from Mr. Old! d ' h "' Y gar m three parts. This was followed by an address 
during the ,,," ""® gave a full report of the school's activities and achievements 
showed how a;QC," emphasised ihe importance of the right use of leisure. He 
Science Handicraft 00 d r means of societies, physical training, and courses in Domestic 
School; that the a~ 

1 
rt could ably refute the criticism often made about Grammar 

' curncu um was too academic. 

The Chairman then int d d h . 
agreement with M Old! dro uce t e Head Master of Rossall, who expressed bis 
praise to the prizes r. h an ~bout the work of the Grammar School, and gave high 
in his experiem&@.-,, 9f which was, he said, " worth reading." This was a rare thing 
Choir sang "O L pnzes were then distributed by Mr. Young and after this the 

' eave your Sheep, " .: Pasteurs." , an arrangement of the French Carol Quittez 

A Vote of Thanks to th H d Garner and s d d e tea master of Rossall was proposed by the Rev. M. H. 
proposea 5, ,,,""®© Miss A. Jackson, and a Vote of Thanks to ihe Chairman was 

e ev. • Bretherton and seconded by Mr. A. Parkinson. 

The singing of the Nati l Anh said will 1 be uonat it em concluded the evening, which, as Miss Jackson 
and, . ong . e remembered by all who were present especially those just leaving school 

gomg out mto the world. 
J.L.M., U.VI. (Cuerden). 

---0---· 

SUNDAY EVENING 
Slowly the sun is sinking low behind the trees, 
As o'er the meadow 
The organ from a nearby church swells on the breeze, 
And all is still. 

The sky is turning purple, clouds are tinged with gold ; 
The soft murmuring 
Of the breeze grows strong and cold, 
And brown leaves fall. 

S.N., Form IV.A. (Clayton) 

THE ANNUAL ATHLETIC SPORTS 
May roth, 1947 
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Usually the sun shines on us on sports day, but this year it left us in the cold. The 
ground was wet and although there was little wind, persistent ram made conditions slow 
and unpleasant. However we managed to complete the programme before a deluge 
of rain drove us into the hall. Under the circumstances there were some very good per­ 
formances. It is remarkable that although each year it becomes more difficult. yet each 
year sees new records established. 

Cuerden regained the House Championship and also won the Relay Cup. Bullivant 
(W) was again a very worthy Victor Ludorum; perhaps his best achievement was in 
winning the 880 yards in 2 mins. JO secs. on a slow track. M. Turner (Cu.) also did 
well and was the new Victrix Ludorum. 

In the boys' events, records were broken in the Long Jump (open\ by Glover (W), 
in the 880 yards (open) by Bullivant (W) and in the Mile (open) by Newton (F). 

New girls' records were made in the Hockey Ball (under 13) by J. Walmsley (Cu), 
and in the Rounders Ball (under 15) and 60 yards Hurdles (under 15) both by E. Almond 
(Cu). 

We were very pleased to see again Mrs. Conroy who presented the cups and certificates. 
Many will remember her as Miss Bartlett who did much to raise the standard in all the 
girls' games and sports. 

BOYS' EVENTS. 
Kicking the Rngger Ball (Ope11)-I, Newton (F.); Edmondson (Cu.); 3, Vicl.ers (Cu.) •Points. n 

Standards : Brown, Watkinson, Howcroft, Barlow (Cl.) ; Edmondson, Vickers, Waring (Cu.) ; Hughes, 
Newton, Entwisle, E. (F.); Haydock, Procter, Skilbeck, Wright, Brindle (W.). 

Kicking the Rugger Ball (Under 15)-1, Manchester (Cu.) and Smalley (Cu.); 3, Barr (W.). Points 
20. Standards: Bamber, Moore, Watkinson, Tuson (Cl.); Sharples, Manchester, Smalley, Swarbrick, 
Hurst, Harrison (Cu.) ; Nelson (F.); Wood, Moores, Barr (W.). 

Kicking the Rugger Ball (Under 13)---1, Randall(W.); 2, Ackers (Cu.); 3, Croston (W.). Points 18, 
Standards : Ackers (Cu.) ; Smalley, A. W. (F.) ; Randall, Howard, Croston (W.) 

Throwing the Cricket Ball (Open)-- 1, Bullivant (W.); 2,Glover (W.) ; 3, MeaJows (C'I ). Sr:rmknd., · 
Brown, Broadbent. Meadows, Sumner, Barlow (Cl.): Edmondson, Pbce, Whitehead, Vickers (Cu.) ; 
Newton, Wildman (F.); Bullivant, Glover, Curren, Brindle (W.). 

Throwing the Cricket Ball (Under 15)-1, Manchester (Cu.); 2, Peacock (CL), 3, Taylor (Cu.) 
Standards : Bamber, Tuson, Peacock (Cl); Harrison, Taylor, Sharples, Manchester, Hurst (Cu.), 
Smith, Kelsall, K. (F.); Allen (W.). 

Throwing the Cricket Ball (Under 13)- ·1, Smalley, A. W. (F.); 2, Ackers (Cu.); 3, Darbyshire (CI.) 
Standards : Darbyshire, Rukin, Kevill, Harrison (Cl.) : Ackers, Place, Simpson, Turner (Cu) ; \\;ilte:i, 
Smalley, A. W. (F.) ; Randall, Evans (W.). 

Long Jump (Open)---1, Glover (W.); 2, Womar (Cu.); 3, Bullivant (W.). Standards Broadbent, 
Barlow (CI); Edmondson, Waring, Womar, Vickers (Cu.); Sheldon, Newton, Hughes, Wildman (F.); 
Entwistle, J., Bullivant, Glover, Skilbeck (W.). • • Dfarance: IS feet 11 ½ In,;:~ 

Long Jump (Under 15)- I, Manchester (Cu.); 2, Kdsnll, K. (F.): 3, Hurst (Cu.). StiinJi1r.-!• Srmth. 
K.(Cl.); Seed, Manchester, Wrennall, Hurst (Cu.); Smith, D., Kelsall, K., Kelsall, D,, Marland (F.); 
Allen (W.). Distance: 14 feet 6 inches. 

880 Yards (Open)---I, Bullivant (W.); 2, Newton(F.); 3,Glover(W.). Standards Busfield (CL), 
Waring, Place (Cu.) ; Newton (F.); Bullivant, Glover (W.). • Timt . 2 mins. 10} sees. 
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