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"AMBROSE APPLEJOHN'S ADVENTURE " 

March 23rd, 24th and 25th, 1950, THE BALSHA VIAN 

Crew : ''Another Ace !' 

(The official organ of Balshaw's Grammar School, Leyland) 

Editor: A. J. Bradley. Sub-Editors: R. B. Maughan, M. Lister, Sanderson, G. 

Vol. XXVI.-No. 1. AUTUMN TERM, 1950 

EDITORIAL 
In a year in which the international horizon has been shrouded in gloom, and whose 

weather, in this part of the country at any rate, has been similarly affected, it is pleasant 
to sponsor something which will alleviate, by its brightness, this drab and dreary outlook. 
In the modest pages which follow will be found, not only a factual record of the school's 
activities but also contributions of varied type from those of our schoolfellows who have 
answered the editor's cry for help. 

--o-- 

First Mate : ''The wench is mine !' 

SCHOOL NOTES 
PREFECTS OF THE SCHOOL. 

Boys. Head Prefect : Manchester, L. Prefect : Blyth, W. A. Sub-Prefects : 
Barr, B., Chapman, M. A., Dawson, J.M. G., Jackson, G., Lawson, W., 
Livesey, F., Moore, A. H., Palmer, K., Pritchard, H. D., Seed, W. T., 
Sharples, G., Wrennall, E. 

Girls. Head Prefect : D. Rigby. Prefects: B. Blundell, A. J. Todd, G. Topping. 
Sub-Prefects: A. J. Bradley, R. M. Brennand, D. Brown, 0. B. Coates, 
E. Croft, I. Gardner, F. B. Hamer, E. Holden, M. H. Hosker, B. E. Hunt, 
V. Kite, M. Lister, A. Mannion, R. B. Maughan, M. Riding, B. Watson, 
M. I.' Withnell. 

There have been several changes of Staff since our last issue. We welcome back. 
once more, Mr. Hilditch who now occupies the position vacated by Miss Johnson, Miss 
Cummings, who takes the place of Mrs. Chisnall, Mr. Rudd, our new Science Master, 
Mr. Black, who is to take Music, and Miss Hutchings, our new Physical Training teacher. 
Our best wishes go with Mrs. Chisnall and Miss Johnson, whom we are sorry to lose. 

During the past year, each House has held a House Party. These parties were all 
enjoyed as usual, as also the Prefects' Social and the newly-instituted Play Party. 

After the very successful Carol Service last Christmas, another enjoyable party was 
held for Choir members, prefects and Old Students. 

Speech Day was held on December 19th, when the prizes were presented by Professor 
T. H. Pear, M.A., Professor of Psychology at Manchester University. 

The School Dramatic Society has presented "Ambrose Applejohn's Adventure," 
by Walter Hackett, since our last issue. We congratulate everyone concerned with the 
success which the play met with at its three presentations. An appreciation will be found 
elsewhere in this magazine. 
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Two new form rooms of modern design have been built between the Gymnasium and 
the Geography Room. The occupiers of them are III.c and Lr.VI. 

The Annual Athletic Sports were, as usual, very enjoyable. We congratulate the 
Victor Ludorum, Moore (Cl.), and the Victrix Ludorum, Eileen Holden (Cl.). 

Accounts of the many film shows and lectures which proved to be of interest to all, 
will be found in this issue. 

Several changes have been made in the School Societies. We have no longer a 
Geographical, a Junior Debating or a Photographic Society. Mrs. Sherlock is now in 
charge of the Knitting Society in Mrs. Chisnall's place. We have several new Societies : 
the Debating Society is under the care of Mr. Hilditch, Mr. Hewartson has a Hobbies 
Society, Miss Cummings takes the Junior Arts and Crafts Society, Mr. Black has a Junior 
Musical Society, Mr. Speakman has started a Natural History Society and Mr. Rudd 
has instituted a Meteorological Society. 

We are happy to announce that a School Rugby Team reached the quarter-finals 
in the Public Schoolboys' Seven-a-side Tournament at Manchester. 

We are equally pleased to announce that seven of our boys were picked to play for 
Preston Public Schoolboys against the Fylde. They were : Wright, J. P., Broadbent, B. G., 
Yates, V., Manchester, L., Mather, K., Blundell, K., Howcroft, J. M. 

Yates also played for Fylde and Preston Public Schoolboys versus Waterloo. 

We congratulate Jean Montague, an old pupil, who has won the Alex Foster Gold 
Medal for the "best nurse of the year." 

Our congratulations go to Anne Judith Bradley, who gained a Kemsley Travelling 
Scholarship to Sweden in July. 

We are proud to announce that our School Chess Team Captain, Mr. B. L. Wilkinson, 
woo 1st prize in the Major Section at the Chess Congress which took place at Hastings 
in January. He also gained 2nd prize in the !st Class Section A" competition at the 
British Chess Congress at Buxton in August. We congratulate him on his successes and 
on having become the Chess Champion of Preston since our last issue. 

Our congratulations go also to Mr. Speakman and Miss Ball, two of our teachers, 
who won the Mixed Doubles Handicap in the Preston and District Tennis Tournament. 

We congratulate Miss Brenda Pickburn who, at the same Tournament, won the 
Ladies' Doubles, and also, two other old students, Ronald Pickburn and Fanny Bell, 
who were runners-up in other events. 

The Hocking Memorial Prizes once more went to two pupils of our school-Eileen 
Wood and Milligan, A. The presentations took place on November 18th, 1949, in the 
School Hall, and were made by the Chairman of the Trust. Other trustees of this Memorial 
were present. 

We report with pleasure the success of Mr. R. Bellis, an old student, who has become 
a Justice of the Peace and Headmaster of Brinscall Methodist School. Our best wishes 
go to him and to Mr. R. Shepherd, a former Head Boy, who bas been made Headmaster 
of Kirkham Church of England School. 
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We congratulate Ruth B. Maughan on her recent musical successes. She won 1st prize 
in the Under Sixteen Class on two occasions during the Southport Musical Festival. 
We wish her success in her future Festivals. 

We have heard of many marriages of Old Students and we send our best wishes to Mr. T. E. Hope 
and Miss M. Holding, who were both Old Students and are now married. We congratulate Miss E. Fernley 
on her marriage to Mr. J. Derrick, Miss M. Tullis to Mr. L. Hocking, Miss R. Senior to Mr. L. Kirkham, 
Miss B. Rawcliffe to Mr. T. S. Jones, Miss A. Farrington to Mr. J. Norman, Miss 0. Hargreaves to Mr. G. 
Heyes, Miss E. Wilson to Mr. G. Baynes, Mr. D. Ashcroft to Miss H. Banks, Mr. G. Wightman to Miss A. 
Shorrock, Miss I. Thornley to Mr. B. McKittrick, Mr. D. Butterworth to Miss J. Todd, Mr. F. G. Standidge 
to Miss E. Wallace, Miss E. Derbyshire to Mr. P. Eagle, and Mr. A. Sharples to Miss M. Singleton. We 
must apologise for any omissions. 

Our congratulations go to all those who were successful in the public examinations 
held last term. 

The 29 pupils who gained the full Higher School Certificate were :- 
K. M. Abbott, B. Blundell, M. Hargreaves, M. Harrison, G. B. Hornby, K. M. Marsden, E. Nelson, 

V. Newsham, M. K. Spencer, A. J. Todd, Blundell, K., Blyth, W. A., Broadbent, B. G., Chapman, E.T., 
Clarkson, R., Cook, B. A., Fowler, F. D., Jackson, G., Kay, S., Lawson, W., Milligan, A. E., Nelson, J.R., 
Porter, J. K., Smith, D., Swift, F. N., Watkinson, A., Wrennall, E., Wright, J. P., Yates, V. H. 

The 60 pupils who received the Oxford School Certificate were :- 
F. M. Allen, M. Bagshaw, E. Beardsworth, D. Bowes, D. Dack, D. Dalton, S. K. Dawson. A. Dobson, 

M. H. Farrer, M. Farrimond, I. Gardner, A. Harper, D. B. Harrison, P. R. Higgins, M. D. Jenkinson, 
B. Jones, P. M. Kirkham, J. M. Lowe, J. Lowry, B. M. Mitchell, M. Morris, I. Ogden, D. Pails, M. I. 
Prescott, J. M. Robinson, K. M. Sanderson, I. Sharples, A. Singleton, E. Singleton, E. A. Sutton, D. A. 
Tomlinson, A. Topping, M. Ward, P. Wilkins, A. Withnell, M. I. Withnell, J. Wright, Brown, A., Darbyshire, 
J. B., Glover, J., Greenwood, F. W., Harrison, F., Heginbotham, C., Johnston, A., Lavender, A. C., 
Maden, D., Mather, K., Moores, R., Parker, J. W., Peacock, R., Proffitt, P., Robertson, D., Rukin, J., 
Sanderson, G. O., Smalley, A., Smith, R. K., Taylor, K., Walsh, J., Walton, R., Watkinson, S. 

Our congratulations go to Clarkson, R., Blundell, K., and Fowler, D., who have 
won County Major Scholarships to Universities. 

The following have gone to Training Colleges and Universities this year :- 
L. Latham and K. Marsden, to Edge Hill Training College, Ormskirk; B. Clithero, M. Barber and 

M. Tickle, to Matlock Training College, Derbyshire; N. Hindle and A. Standidge, to Leeds Training 
College ; V. Newsham and J. Williams, to Goldsmiths Training College, London ; E. Nelson and Swift, 
F. N., to London University; J. Barker, to Avery Hill Training College; H. Burnie, to Worcester Training 
College ; M. Hibbert, to St. Gabriel's College, London ; M. Acton, to Southlands College, London ; 
Smith, D., and Milligan, A., to Birmingham University; Clarkson, R., to Hull University; Busfield, 
H. J., to Worcester Training College: M. Harrison, to Manchester University; Nelson, J., Kay, S., and 
Broadbent, B. G., to Wigan Technical College ; Fowler, F. D., Blundell, K., to Mancheste: University ; 
Cook, B. A., to Manchester College of Technology ; Wright, J. P., to Bangor Unive.sity ; Chapman, E. 
T., to Durham University. 

We congratulate :- 

Cuerden on winning the Hockey and Rugby Leagues, the Rounders and Cricket Knockouts, and the 
Cross-Country Cup; Worden on winning the Tennis and Cricket Leagues; Farington on winning the 
Rounders Leagues ; Clayton on winning the Hockey, Rugby and Tennis Knockouts, the Silver Griffin, 
and the Sports House Championship Cup ; Mr. Wilkinson and Joan Fleetwood on defeating Mr. Bennison 
and Glenda Topping in the Final of the Tennis Tournament ; Johnston, Nelson, Manchester, Howcroft, 
Watkinson, Blundell, Wright, Broadbent and Yates on gaining their Rugby colours ; Moore and Busfield 
on gaining their Cross Country Running colours ; O. Penlington, O. Coates. H. Burnie and M. Hargreaves 
on gaining their Hockey Colours; Moore and E. Holden on gaining their Athletic Colours ; J. Barker 
and O. Penlington on gaining their Tennis Colours; 0. Coates, V. Kite and J. Higham on gaining their 
Rounders Colours ; Wright, Nelson, Maden, Watkinson, Howcroft and Allsup on gaining their Cricket 
Colours ; and the Old Girls' Hockey team on winning the English Cup. 
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We acknowledge the receipt of the following magazines : Preston Catholic College 
Magazine, Wigan Grammar School Magazine, Blackpool Grammar School Magazine, 
The Rossallian, The Chorleian, The Georgian, Queen Mary School Magazine, Fleetwood 
Grammar School Magazine, Winckley Square Convent Magazine, The Huttonian, Preston 
Grammar School Magazine, The Kirkhamian, The Magazine of the Ormskirk Grammar 
School, Ubique Reminisci, and the Rivingtonian. 
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SALYETE. 
To Farington House : I. Ainsworth, M. V. Ashton, S. A. Barnes, A. Bradshaw. B. L. D. Dean, B. M. 

Floyd, P. Gordon, E. Greenwood, S. M. Hooper, K. M. Kershaw. A. Lambert, B. E. Mathews, J, McConnell, 
R. Paul, K. Pinder. A. H. Sanderson, D. Staton, I. Thompson. A. L. Wilson. Ainscough, E., Ainsworth, 
g£;N Cardell, F., Graham, W., Jo1ly, W.. Mc:, D., Slattery. R. L., Thwaite, B., Worthington, 
··» havii$on, U, 

To Worden House : J. Ayrton, P. J. Bache, S. M. Bache, B. Botham. J. Cairns, M. F. Chippendale, 
M. V. Collinson, M. L. Cross, J. Eccles, \I. J. Elliot, F. A. Forshaw. P. H. Gow, M. Hesketh, A. Hilton, 
J. Lumb, J. M. Nutter, S. M. Pennington, A. M. Pilkington. J. Rennie, W. M. Riddell, M. A. Salmon, 
M. G. Smethurst, D. Starkie, B. Stirk, M. Taylor, A. J. Tyson. D. Taylor, Bretherton, D., Fishwick, G., 
Grimshaw, J. A., Haydock, R., Iddon, M. l., Marsden, J. B., Ormand, T. A., Pinder, T. A., Rutter, B. J., 
Summers, J., Ward, D. W. 

To Cuerde11 House: R. I. Cronk shaw. S. J. Harrison. A. P. Heaton, May Hesketh, S. A. Hughes, 
M. L. Hunt, V. A. Keene, B. J. Little, B. S. Livesey, M. Lyons, A. Manchester, D. R. Parkinson, D. Sumner, 
M. Turner, G. Priestley, K. Walmsley, I. Wilson, D. \\ right. Bidwell, F, Knapman, R. K., Malley, B., 
Southworth, A., Johnson, T., McCracken, J. · 

To Clayton House : A. M. Atherton, B. D. Bleasdale, C. H. Booth, J. J. Boswell, L. C. Butterfield, 
C. M. Chapman, E. Cook, A. K. Edwards, K. M. Howers, 0. Halon, J. Haworth, W. JV!. H-.d,on, K.. A. 
Hosker, N. Iddon, V. Kelly, F. K. Maddison, G. T. M. Marsden, J. I. Miller, B. G. Moore, W. Robinson, 
B. Smith, N. Wilcock, Barton, E., Battersby, A., Brennan, D., Dawber, R. P. R., Ditchfield, D. P., Harper, 
A. R., Hardwick, J. H., Heaton, P., Ingham, M. F., Jackson, D., Ryding. G. N., Stringfellow, C., Thomas, 
D. C., Walmsley, S. 
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VALETE. 
BoYS :-- 

Broadbent, B. G.-U.Vl (Cl.). Head Prefect. House Captain. School Certificate 1947. Higher School 
( ertificate I 950. School I st Rugby XV 1947-50. School !st Cricket XI 1947-50. Rugby· Colours 1949-50. 
Cricket Colours 1949-50. School Chess Team. Fowler, D.-U.VI (Cu.). School Prefect. House Captain. 
School Certificate 1947. Higher School Certificate 1949-50. County Major Scholarship. School 1st Rugby 
XV. Cricket Leagues. Nelson,J=-U.NI(F.). School Sub-Prefect. House Captain. School Certificate 1948. 
Higher School Certificate 1950. School 1st Rugby XV. School Ist Cricket XI. Rugby Colours 1950. 
Cricket Colours 1950. School Chess Team. Wright, J.P.--UNI (W.). School Prefect. House Captain. 
School Certificate 1947. Higher School Certificate 1949-50. School 1st Rugby XV. School 1st Cricket XI. 
Rugby Colours 1949-50. Watkinson, A.-U.\ll (Cl.). School Prefect. School Certificate 1947. Higher 
School Certificate 1950. School 1st Rugby XV. School 1st Cricket XI. Rugby Colours 1950. Cricket 
Colours 1949-50. Milligan, A. E--U.VI (F.). School Prefcc:. School Certificate 1947. Higher School 
Certificate 1949-50. School 1st Rugby XV 1948-49. School Cross-Country Team 1949. Kay, S.=-U.NI(F.). 
School Sub-Pree:t. School Certificate 1947. Higher School Certificate 1950. Rugby Knockouts. 
School 1st Cricket XI 1950. Chapman, E.--U.VI (F.). School Sub-Prefect. Higher School Certificate 1950. 
School Flay. Blundell, K.-U.VI (Cl.). School Sub-Prefect. School Certificate 1948. Higher School 
Certilicate 1950. County Major Scholarship. School 1st Rugby XV 1949-50. Cricket Leagues. Rugby 
Colours 1950. School Play 1\147-50. 811sjield, H. J.-U.VI (Cl.). School Sub-Prefect. School Certificate 
1947. School 2nd Rugby XV. School Cross-Country Team (Captain). Cross-Country Colours 1949-50. 
Howeroft, M.=-U.NI (CI). School Sub-Prefect. School Certificate 1948. School 1st Rugby XV 1947-50. 
School Ist Cricket XI 1947-50. Rugby Colours 1950. Cricket Colours 1949-50. Allsup, S.-U.VI (Cu.). 
School Sub-Prefect. School Certificate 1948. School 2nd Rugby XV. School 1st Cricket XI 1947-50. 
School Cross-Country Team 1947-50. Cricket Colours 1949-50. Smith, D.-U. VJ (F.). School Sub-Prefect 
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School Certificate 1948. Higher School Certificate I 950. Scholarship to Birmingham University. Rugby 
Knockouts. School 2nd <;:ricket XI. Clarkson, R.=-U.NI (CI). Schoc l Sub-Prefect. School Certificate 
1948. Higher School Certificate 1950. County Major Scholarsh:p. Open Scholarship to Hull University. 
Rugby Knockouts. Cricket Knockouts. Cook, B. A.--U.NI(W.). School Sub-Prefect. School Certificate 
1948. Higher School Certificate 1950. Rugby Knockouts. Cricket Leagues. School Cross-Country Team. 
Yates, V. H.-U.VI (Cu.). School Sub-Prefect. School Certificate 1948. Higher School Certificate 1950. 
School 1st Rugby XV 1949-50. School I st Cricket XI 1950. Rugby C ,lours 1950. Sivift, F. N.-U.VI (F.). 
School Sub-Prefect. School Certificate 1947. Higher School Certificate 1949-50. Editor of the ' Balshavian' 
1949-50. Porter, K.=- U.NI (W.). School Sub-Prefect. School Certificate 1947. Higher School Certificate 
1950. Rugby Knockouts. Cricket Knockouts. School Chess Team. Ogden, D.--U.NI (CI.). School 
Sub-Prefect. School Certificate 1947. School Isl Rugby XV. Cricket Knockouts. Marland, H. B.-L.Vl 
(F.). School Certificate 1949. School 2nd Rugby XV. Cricket Leagues. School Play Technician and 
Decorator. Bamber, D.-L.Vl (Cl.). School Certificate 1949. Cricket Knockouts. School Cross-Country 
Team. Hurst, B.-L.VI (Cu.). School Certificate 1949. School 2nd Rugby XV. School 21d Cricket XI. 
School Cross-Country Team. Harriso11, F.-L.Yl (W.). School Certificate 1949. Rugby Le; ges. Cricket 
Leagues. Parker, J. W.-L.Yl (Cl.). School Certificate 1950. Rugby Leagues. School 2nu Cricket XI. 
Rukin, J.-V.C (Cl.). School Certificate 1950. School 1st Rugby XV 1950. Croston, B. E. V.C (W.). 
Rugby Leagues. Buxton, B.-=-V.C (W.). Rag'oy, Cricket: Leagues. GDover, G.-V.C (Cu.), School 
Certificate 1950. Cricket Leagues. School 2nd Rugby XV. Robertson, D. A.-V.C (W.). Schon! Certificate 
1950. Rugby Leagues. Cricket Kno:kouts. Lavender, A. C.-V.C (F.). S:hool Ce .fic t: 1950. 
Rugby, Cricket Knockouts. School Cross-Country Team. Hzginbotham, C.= V.C (Ci.). School 
Certificate 1950. Rugby Knockouts. School 2nd Rugby XV. Cricket Leagues. Gree11wood, F.-V.C (Cl.). 
School Certificate 1950. Rugby Knockouts. Cricket Knockouts. Moores, R.-V.C (W.). School Certificate 
1950. School Bantams XV. Rugby Knockouts. School Ist Cricket XI. School Cross-Country Team. 
Maden, D.-V.B (Cl.). School Certificate 1950. School 2nd Rugby XV. School 1st Cri;'<et XI 194J-50. 
Cricket Colours 1950. Watkinson, S.-V.B (Cl.). School Certificate 1950. Rugby, Cricket Knockouts. 
Allen, B. W. V.C (W.). Shool 2nd Rugby XV. Cricket Knockouts. Brown, J. 4=V.A 'F.). 
School Certificate 1950. Rugby Leagues. Cri.ket Knockouts. Johns n, T. IV. Cu) .·3 
Leagues. Swarbricx, B.---IV. u.). School 2nd Rugby XV. School Ist 'reke. Au. z 4e.. , 
IV.C (Cu.). Rugby Leagues. Whittater, C.-IY.C (Cu.). School 2nd Rugby XV. £.-ans. R. IV.fl l , .). 
Rugby, Cricket Leagues. Hayes, G. L.--III.B( F.). Rigby Lei3u33, Ra1lull, 3. V.-1..C 2.)., 
Aspin, D.T.--I.B(F). Cookson,1. B. =LB(Cl). Mac?rat ey, M.R. \C(F.). Ye-lnu.' 
Horton, P. T.-1.C (W.). 

GIRLS :­ 
A. Standidge.--U.NI (F.). Head Prefect. House Captain. School Certificate 1947. Higher School 

Certificate 1949. J. Williams.- U.NI (CL). School Prefect. House Captain. School Certificate 1947. 
Higher School Certificate 1949. V. Newsham.-U.YI (W.). School Prefect. House Captain. School 
Certificate 1947. Higher School Certificate 1949, 1950. Tennis Knockouts. Choir Leader. £. Nelson.­ 
U.Vl (W.). School Prefect. School Certificate 1947. Higher School Certificate 1950. Tennis Leagues. 
M. Tickle.--U.NI (F.). School Sub-Prefect. School Certificate 1948. K. Abbot.-U.Vl (Cu.). Schoc.l 
Sub-Prefect. School Certificate 1948. Higher School Certificate 1950. School Librarian. N. Hindle.­ 
U.VI (F.). School Sub-Prefe:t. School Certificate 1948. Hockey Knockouts. Tennis Leagues. G. Homby.­ 
U.VI (F.). School Sub-Prefect. School Certificate 1948. Higher School Certificate 1950. Hockey Leagues. 
L.Latham.-- U.NI (Cu.). School Sub-Prefect. Rounders and Hockey Knockouts. L. Col/ison.-U.VI (W.). 
School Sub-Prefect. School Certificate 1948. J. Barker.---U.NT (W.). School Sub-Prefe:t. School Certificate 
1948. Tennis Captain. School 1st Tennis VI. Rounders Knockouts. School Ist Hockey XI. M. Hibbert.­ 
U.VI (CI). School Sub-Prefect. School Certificate 1948. Hockey Leagues. Tennis Knockouts. Junior 
Librarian. ,'vi. Harrison.-U.VI (F.). School Sub-Prefect. School Certificate 1948. Higher School Certificate 
1950. M. Hargreaves.--U.NI (F.). School Prefect. School Certificate 1948. Higher School Certificate 
1950. School I st Hockey XI. Hockey Colours 1950. Rounders Knockouts. Tennis Leagues. B. Clithero.­ 
U. VI (F.). School Certificate 1948. School 1st Rounders IX. Hockey Leagues. M. Barber.-U.Vl (Cu.). 
School Sub-Prefect. School Certificate 1948. Hockey Leagues. K. Marsden.---U.NI (W.). School Sub­ 
Prefect. School Certificate 1948. Higher School Certificate 1950. M. Acton.--U.NT(F.). School Sub-Prefect. 
School Certificate 1948. O. Penlington,--U.NT(W.). School Sub-Prefect. School Certificate 1948. School 
1st VI. School 1st XI. Captain of Hockey. Tennis Colours 1950. Hockey Colours 1947-48-49-50. 
S. Snell.--UNI (W.). School Sub-Prefect. School Certificate 1948. 8. J. Swift.--U.NI (W.). School 
Certificate 1948. Hockey, Rounders, Tennis Knockouts. J. A-I. Barwise.-L.VI (F.). School Certificate 
1949. Hockey Knockouts. Rounders Leagues. J. Ta,r/or.-L.\11 (W.). School Certificate 1949. School 
1st Hockey XI. School 1st Rounders IX. Tennis Knockouts. B. Wilson.--L.NI (W.), School Certificate 
1949. £. Gi//.-L.VI (Cl.). School Certificate 1949. Rounders, Hockey Leagues. E. Hazell.--L.NI (F.). 
School Certificate 1949. D. Hesketh.--LNI (Cl). School Certificate 1949. H. A. L. 8umie.-L.VI (Cl.). 
School Certificate 1949. Rounders Knockouts. School 1st Tennis VI 1948-49-50. School 1st Hockey Xl 
1948-49-50. Hockey Colours 1949-50. Games Secretary 1949-50. J. Fleetwaod.-L.VI (W.). Rounders, 
Hockey Leagues. School Ist Tennis YI. School Certificate 1949. D. Tomlinson.---L.VI (F.). School 
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Certificate 1950. S. Smith.--L.NI(Cu.). School Certificate 1949. A. Calderbank.--VA (CI). J. Dawber.­ 
V.A (W.). Rounders Leagues. Junior Hockey Team. A. Singleton.--V.A (Cu.). Rounders, Hockey 
Knockouts. School 2nd Hockey XI. School Certificate 1950. M. Bagshaw.-V.A (W.). Rounders Leagues. 
School Certificate 1950. I. Sharp/es.-Y.A (W.). Rounders, Hockey Leagues. School Certificate 1950. 
J. Lo11e.-Y.A (F.). School Certificate 1950. Hockey Knockouts. D. Bowes.-V.A (Cu.). School Certificate 
1950. M. Gates.--V.A (W.). M. Struthers.--V.A (Cu.). Rounders Leagues. D. Dack.-V.B (F.). School 
Certificate 1950. J. Robinson.--VB (W.). School Certificate 1950. B. Rowley. VB (Cu.). Rounders, 
Hockey Knockouts. D. Dalton.--VB (W.). School Certificate 1950. E. Spenser.--VB (W.). D. Robinson.-­ 
V.C(Cl.). JC Gaske/1.-Y.C(Cl.). Hockey, Rounders Leagues. E. Be/1.-Y.C (W.). A. Toppi11g.-V .C (Cu.). 
School Cemficate 1950. Hockey Knockouts. A. Hobson.--V.C (W.). E, Sul/on.-V.C (Cl.). School 
Certificate 1950. Hockey Knockouts. Rounders Leagues. D. Pails.---V.C (CI). School Certificate 1950. 
M. Morris.--V.C (CI). School Certificate 1950. Hockey Leagues. .4. Dobson.--VC (F.). School Junior 
Hockey XI. Rounders Knockouts. School Certificate 1950. 8. Horrisou.-Y.C (Cu.). School Certificate 
1950. M. Allen.--V.C (W.). School _Certificate 1950. M. Vickers.-- V.C (Cu.). School 2nd Hockey XI. 
A. Ha,per.-Y.C (Cu.). School Certificate 1950. School 2nd Hockey XI. S. S1111111er.-lV.A (Cu.). M. 
Garde11er.-lY.A (Cu.). G. Derbysl11re.-lY.A (Cl.). C. Williamson.-lY.A (Cl.). E. Sawulers.-1\1.A (\V.). 
S. Robmso11.-IY_.A (Cl.). J. Ball,-;-IY.B (F.). /. Ha/1.-1\1.B (F.). D. Oldland.-lV.B (F.). D. Gi/1.­ 
Iv.C (CL). Hockey Leagues. J. W1/s011.-IY.C (Cu.). /. Derb,rshire.-lY.C (Cl.). E. Waddington.--IV.C 
(\V.). C. Martm.-111.C (W.). S; Rothwe/1.-111.C (W.). J. Harker.-11.B (Cl.). J. Ho111ard.-ll.C (W.). 
M. J. Ca11/e.-ll.C (Cu.). C. S. Kay.-1.A (Cl.). R. Halsted.--1.B (Cu.). B. A. MacBratney.--IV .C(F.). 

--0- 

"AMBROSE APPLEJOH.t'l'S ADVENTURE." 

"Ambrose Applejohn's Adventure," by Walter Hackett, was a rather unusual and 
unexpected choice for the School Dramatic Society's production this year. The play, 
a modern comedy, skirts uncertainly round the edge of farce, and as a whole is lacking 
in dramatic unity and tension. On the other hand the author has given his actors recognis­ 
able, if stock, characters to portray, and the dialogue moves smoothly and with humour. 

Briefly the plot tells the story of the outwitting of two rival gangs of thieves by the 
modest, unassuming hero, who is inspired by a dream of a swashbuckling previous 
existence. The first and last acts tell the main story, the second concerns itself with the 
dream. Altogether it is a very slender peg on which to hang a full length play. 

The Society's production was once again notable for its precision and attack. Chapman 
E,, as Ambrose, had the burden of carrying the play almost throughout its length, and he 
showed considerable skill in his portrayal of the hero of the first and last acts. Once again 
his sense of timing was remarkable, and his use of his hands almost professional. Perhaps 
he was less happy as the Ambrose Applejack of the Dream Scene but it was here that the 
play nearly degenerated to slapstick. His confidence and self possession were notable 
throughout and the way he struggled to rouse a somewhat lethargic audience on the 
Saturday night was very impressive. 

In the opening moments of the play Chapman was greatly assisted by the authentic 
portrayal of the Maiden Aunt Agatha by Marjory Riding. As played here one felt that 
the author might have allowed her more than one brief re-appearance. As the demure 
cousin Poppy, and as the Cabin Boy, Kathleen Abbott had rather difficult roles to contend 
with. As the cabin boy she entered well into her part, but she perhaps played Poppy on 
rather too monotonous and querulous a note. Her performance, however, was obviously 
an intelligent one, and she improved noticeably on the second and third evenings. 

Judith Bradley as the crook disguised as the beautiful Russian spy gave a performance 
of great vivacity, but one cannot help but feel that Ambrose would have run for dear life 
before allowing himself to be embroiled in the slightest with such an obvious man-eater. 
As the Spanish captive in the pirate scene she outlined just the right amount of Southern 
fire and spirit. Her confederate, Manchester, both as the supposed secret police agent, 
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and as the gang leader, worked tremendously hard, and like Poppy, was obviously acting 
with intelligence. He never quite gave the impression that he was really relaxed into his 
part. As the Mate of the pirate ship he provided Chapman with an excellent foil. . 

The rival gang and ultimate allies, the Rengards, were played by Audrey Mannion 
and Chapman, M. A. The latter, as a bogus hypnotist, displayed an affinity with, and a 
penchant for the "spirits" that was truly admirable. Mrs. Rengard was undoubtedly 
the brains and drive behind the crooked partnership and Audrey Mannion portrayed 
this aspect of her character very well. As the Chinese bosun, C:hapman was 1mpress1ve 
in gesture but unfortunately largely inaudible. As a bogus policeman, Allsup was un­ 
convincing, but when he reverted to type he became the essence of spivery. Nelson, 
as Dennet, the friend of Ambrose, appeared to be over self-conscious but Audrey Salt 
made a very trim, self-possessed maid. 

Lastly, no criticism would be complete without mention of the pirates--a more 
villainous, murderous bunch of cut-throats it would be hard to imagine. Viewing them 
with mingled apprehension and regret, one member of the audience found himself wishing 
that they had displayed the same ferocity on the Rugger Field as they did on the stage. 

The settings, costumes, stage construction and management, and the lighting, all 
carried out by the experts of former years, were quite up to the usual standard. Further 
comment is superfluous. 

D.S.M. 
--o-- 

RAIN 
Rain, which the dictionary mildly defines as "moisture falling in drops," bas been 

favouring us with its presence for almost seven weeks now. . . 
Personally, I either love or loathe rain, depending on certain circumstances. 
For instance, to me, nothing is quite so depressing as an April shower, when summer 

and winter try unsuccessfully to combine. The sky is primarily blue, but slashed, as one 
might say, across the horizon, with an eerie yellow, mixed enigmatically with grey 
splodged carelessly with black. The rain, quite unexpected, begins to patter down ill a 
maddeningly perpendicular fashion ; then, when the last macintosh is on, and the final 
umbrella shot up, mocking, it abates. The watery sun takes Its cue from the last raindrop, 
and begins to shine half-heartedly in to the puddles, and on to the wet pavements and 
roofs but never, it seems, drying them up. 

Perhaps this type of rainfall should be no more criticised than that which turns the 
crisp, clean snow into filthy slush, or which ruins a long-anticipated " day-out " or picnic, 
but my misery has reached its bounds, and I must resort to my favourite type of ram 
to enliven me. 

This is the fierce rain, accompanied now and then by a high wind, or thunder and 
lightning-the rain which floods the fields and swells the unpretentious rivers and streams 
to fierce torrents and which I ashamedly must admit, causes considerable damage. 
I have, of course, to be on the right side of shelter, and have no appointments, to appreciate 
rain of this sort but in those circumstances, I never fail to be impressed by the sound 
and speed, the hiss and rush of it all, as though each drop were a competitor in a great 
race from the sky.. . . . . 

I enjoy seeing heavy rain by night, as well as by day, for it carries my imagination 
back to Edwardian days, when " ... the gaslight glimmering through the rain on to the 
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wet pavements of the long, _dark street ... " seemed to be a stock phrase in every novel. 

fi.
N

1
ow that I come to thmk of1t, even today that scene is the background of many thrillers' 
ms or otherwise. 
8gain, I have known many a walk which has been enhanced by rain, not the heavy 

t
t,pe w icth S?daks to the skin, but the light drizzle which always refreshes, and which gives 
e COunryse an attractive, ethereal mistiness. 

Naturally I prefer a hot sunn d t · · · to be acce ted · ' Y ay_ 0 any_ram, but it is an element which just has 
is tak k-,'' ]"" {®hen 1 see the distant hills looking near, and the cat sitting with 

li
,. th· eh e, a ways remember that, if rain ceased to fall with it would cease all 
fe on is earth. " 

B.T., L.VI. (W.). 

--0- 

SPEECH DAY 

AND DISTRIBUTION OF PRIZES 

Our fourth annual Speech Day since the war was held on Monday, December 19th, 
1949, and the School Hall was once again filled with parents and friends who were interested 
111 school activities. As always, the school excelled itself in the acceptability of the prizes 
and the perfection of the platform decorations. Professor Pear, from the University 
of Manchester, had kindly consented to distribute the prizes, and Mr. G. H. Redman, 
Vice-Chairman of the Governors of the School, presided as Chairman in the absence 
of Mr. J. B. Cardwell. 
The first item on the programme was a group of songs by the School Choir. The first, 
Leonidas, is a two-part song which refers to the Spartans' custom of combing the hair 

before they were about to die in battle. It was written by E. Farjeon, and set to music 
by Martm Shaw. This was followed by "The Trees of England," which is a setting by 
Charles Wood of the words of Walter de la Mare. The Choir concluded with a fifteenth­ 
century carol, " Lullay My Liking." 

The Headmaster then gave an account of the School's activities during the previous 
year and stressed the importance of the various school societies, lectures and the School 
visits to places of interest and to plays and recitals. 

Following this, the Chairman introduced Professor Pear, who gave an interesting 
speech which was considerably enlivened by the inclusion of several amusing anecdotes 
from his own schooldays. He applauded all the features of our school life but was disappoin­ 
ted that a male-voice choir was not one of them. The Professor then presented the prizes 
and the certificates to the many pupils who had been successful in public examinations. 
Afterwards, a Vote of Thanks to Professor Pear was proposed by Mr. F. Ley and seconded 
by Mr. J. Tomlinson. 

Mr. J. Jackson then proposed a Vote of Thanks to the Chairman ; this was seconded 
by Mrs. W. S. Woodcock. 

The proceedings were concluded by the singing of the National Anthem. 

P.W., L.Vl. (Cu.); J.W., V.A. (Cu.). 
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DENOUEMENT 
Patiently I'd waited for noon the other day, 
Then switched on the radio to listen to a play 
As advertised-a thriller with a really gripping theme, 
The leading role a murderer-in his eyes a vicious gleam. 
The story reached its climax, the moment now was near 
For the criminal to be exposed, his villainy made clear. 
The set went 'dead ' long silence--I fiddled with the switch. 
A voice then said "Apologies, there's been a technical hitch !" 

R.R.A., V.B. (Cu.). 

--0- 

BALSHA VIANS ABROAD 
(I) MY IMPRESSIONS OF SWEDEN 

From my tour of Sweden as a Kemsley Travelling Scholarship winner, I have received 
many impressions, both great and small, which are so indelibly stamped on my mind 
that I do not think I shall ever forget them. These memories I shall treasure throughout 
my life, for even if I go abroad again, my first visit will ever remain vivid and clear in my 
mind. 

I am happy to say that my greatest impression concerns the people of this Scandinavian 
country. We scholars first met their friendliness and readiness to help when we boarded 
the "Saga"; both stewards and passengers gave us a friendly smile and a helpful word 
if we were lost or confused by unusual customs or notices. And then on the Gothenberg­ 
Malmo express came the overwhelming hospitality of Herr Roblin. Impressed by the 
appearance and behaviour of our group, he invited us to a cocktail party at his lovely 
home. I myself can still see that creeper-covered house of quaint design, the large garden 
from which we might pick fruit of wide variety, the smorgashbord of nearly a hundred 
dishes ; I can remember how our host and hostess welcomed us until we were absolutely 
at home," how they praised our home country and pressed fruit and chocolates on to us 
with such generosity that we felt it must be a dream. The traveller abroad appreciates 
nothing more than friendliness, and the Swedes, living up to their world-wide reputation, 
were our friends in every way possible. 

I noticed that the Swedish people all had the greatest respect and admiration for 
England. In these days when our Imperial powers are less, when our command of the seas 
is challenged by larger nations, we do not seem quite so strong but the Swedes still look 
on us as a great nation and greedily devoured any information about the government, 
the cities and anything to do with England. Never will I forget how greatly impressed the 
people of Malmo looked when the officers of the two British destroyers, which had lately 
docked there, appeared at the town-hall in full dress uniform with many ribbons and with 
swords traditionally touching the floor. 

The country of Sweden itself has many different aspects but we found the flat, slightly 
undulating land around Malmo pleasant ; then we were thrilled at the prospect of what 
was to come when we saw the land north of Stockholm becoming more wooded and we 
breathed sighs of admiration and awe when we first beheld Lake Siljan, surrounded by 
densely wooded mountains. 
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