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“SHE STOOPS TO CONQUER"
April 1st, 2nd and 3rd, 1954

Constance : Mr. Hastings, Mr. Marlow,

why will you increase my distress by this needless dispute ?**

Mrs. Hardcastle : *“ My undutiful son.”

THE BALSHAVIAN

(The official organ of Balshaw’s Grammar School, Leyland)
Editor : S. D. Dowling Sub-FEditors : 1. Ward, Crofts, J. R.

Vol. XXX Summer TerMm, 1955

EDITORIAL

The fashion in writing these days appears to be the inventing of stories which take
place in the future. Following this fashion, let us suppose that after another two thousand
years, archaeologists of a new civilisation dig down through the dust to discover Balshaw’s,
preserved like a second Pompeii. What ideas might they form of the life lived here?
Guides would show visitors around the Main Hall, the Banqueting Hall and the narrow,
airless dungeon beneath the stairs. No doubt they would assume that II1.C formroom,
and the Lower Sixth, were sun-parlours where the wealthy inhabitants took their ease,
drinking wine from the ornate flagons discovered elsewhere in the buildings. (Slaves,
of course, used plastic beakers). The inscriptions on the flagons might puzzle them (what
on earth was a knockout ?) but some brilliant explanations would be put forward. Whatever
these men did find, they would not find the school. For the school is not a matter of bricks
and window-panes ; it is a collection of people, and a number of traditions. And no
matter how many or how few years you have been here, you are as much a part of the
school as anyone else—and much more than the roof or the notice-board.

_—

SCHOOL NOTES
SCHOOL PREFECTS AND SUB-PREFECTS, 1954-55

Boys. Head Boy : Robinson, P. K. Deputy Head Boy : Crofts, J. R. Prefects : Ogden,
I. W., Knowles, J. E., Hall, A. E., Lucas, J., Egerton, R. T., Robinson, J. K.
Sub-Prefects : Smith, C., Baxendale, R. M., Singleton, J., Swarbrick, R.,
Dewhurst, T. A., Swarbrick, J. M., Williams, R., Smith, R., Makin, P.

GIrLS. Head Girl : S. D. Dowling. Deputy Head Girl : M. M. Maidment. Prefects :
V.J. Ball, J. Cairns, M. K. Sample. Sub-Prefects : S. M. Campbell, M. C. Robson,
L. E. Sanderson, B. A. Haydock, M. Bolton, J. Wilkinson, M. H. Rowlands,
E. A. Brennand, J. M. Oliver, U. Badger, 1. Ward, K. Hosker, J. E. Parkinson,

A. P. Heaton, K. M. Parr, J. Ravenscroft, E. Hughes, M. Allison, J. Parkinson,
M. Rowley.

First let us extend a warm welcome to all those who have become members of the
school in the past year, and bid farewell to those who have left, wishing them success and
happiness.

The editor and sub-editors wish to give their thanks to Miss Doherty for her valuable
assistance, and to all who have contributed to this number of The Balshavian.

It was with sincere pleasure that Balshaw’s welcomed the return of Miss Lewis, after
her long absence. Although she still suffers from the effects of her accident, we all look
forward—as she must do—to the time when her courage and cheerfulness will be rewarded
by a complete recovery.

There are no new members of the staff this year, but we have said goodbye to Mr.
Hallatt, who left us at the end of the summer term. .

School activities have followed the usual pattern this year; from time to time,
Balshavians have torn their attention from the delights of Latin and Mathematics, in order
to give it to house parties and school trips. There have been some innovations—instead
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of a play the Dramatic Society presented the Gilbert and Sullivan comic opera ““ The
Pirates of Penzance ™ with great success, and the Carol Service included performances
by a band and a male-voice choir. There has been only one alteration in the school societies—
Mr. Wilson has now changed his Topical Subjects Society for an Architectural Society.

. At the moment, the school buildings are being extended—not with help from Mr.
\\-dson § society—and operations are in progress above the Geography Room. The rumour
ltf:]:tml:e Geography Sixth is to remove to a quiet corner of Preston station is completely

;\’e Were very pleased to see Ruth Maugham once again, when she revisited the school
{]0 take part 1n tt_ie Ca_lro! Service at Christmas, and we take this opportunity of thanking
er for her beautiful singing, both at the Service itself and at the party which followed.

We must also thank Mr. Speakman for the interesting lecture which he gave at the end
o_f thq Chnstmas_ term. The talk was illustrated by Colour-transparencies, taken during
his trip to America. The description of his tour, which he has kindly consented to write
especially for the magazine, appears on another page.

Our congratulations go to Parker, C., and Jean Brooks, the Victor and Victrix Ludorum
of 1954, and to the School First XI, who were winners in their section of the Annual Lanca-
shire Schools’ Hockey Tournament.

Our good wishes go to Miss Hutchings upon her marriage to Mr. J. Pickersgill.
We have heard also of the following marriages of Old Balshavians to whom we wish all
happiness :
Elsie Gill to Frank Duckworth.
Joyce Marsden to Mr. W. Penswick.
Margaret Hunt to Mr. A. Ottewell.
Margaret Garnett to Mr. A. Pickston.
Betty Blundell to Mr. F. Holding.
Beryl Langton to Mr. B. B. Long.
The following pupils gained their General Certificate of Education at Advanced level in
the examination conducted by the Northern Universities’ Joint Board in May/June, 1954 :—
Bamford, M. H., Gill, A., Mcllwaine, C., Roberts, A., Robinson, P. K., Wright, P. R.
V. Bamber, A. Bleasdale, S. Bretherton, A. M. Collinson, S. D. Dowling, L. M. Halsall, A. J. Jennings,
B. Kenyon, P. M. Leach, M. M. Maidment, M. L. Marland, D. N. Mitchell, A. P. Parker, A. M. Strachen,
J. M. Thomas, J. J. Wild, D. C. Wilford, E. Wright.
The following pupils were awarded the General Certificate of Education at Ordinary

level by the Northern Universities’ Joint Board :—

B. D. Baybutt, J. M. Brooks.

The following pupils gained their General Certificate of Education at Ordinary level
in the examination conducted by the Oxford Delegacy in July, 1954 :—

Almond, C., Almond, E., Baldwin, K., Baxendale, E., Bourn, A. J. R., Brennand, W., Campbell, R. J.,
Crofts, J. R., Dawson, K., Deacon, J. T., Dewhurst, T. A., Farish, R. W., Gof, B. C., Greenall, C., Gynes, S.,
Hall, A. E., Haydock, M., Hibbert, F. A, Hoole, A., Houghton, D., Hurst, A. W., Knowles, J. E., Laraway,
D. E., Lucas, J., Martland, J. R., McCracken, A., Nelson, P., Norcross, W., Owens, J. H., Parker, C.,
Rigby, J., Robinson, P. K., Ryding, D., Singleton, A. R., Singleton, J., Slater, P. H., Smith, B., Smith, R.,
S n, T., Stickland, D. P., Swarbrick, J. G., Swarbrick, J. M., Vickers, P. J., Wareing, J., Watson, E. J.,
Williams, R., Wright, A. D., Wright, P. D.

M. Allison, B. G. Ashwin, T. Aspey, S. M. Bache, U. M. Badger, I. M. Bamber, J. Bell, J. Berry,
E. Bolton, M. Bolton, B. Bowcott, J. M. Brooks, J. A. Cookson, A. M. Collinson, R. A. Dickinson,
P. A. Dixon, M. Durran, K. A. Garnett, E. Grimshaw, R. R. Hardie, J. Harris, C. H. Harvey, E. C. Hayes,
A.P.Heaton, M. J. Hesketh, P. A. Hickling, K. Hosker, G. Hothersall, V. M. Howard, M. E. Hull, N. Iddon,
A. A. Johnson, P. S. Lawson, B. E. Mathews, E. P. Miles, M. A. Noblet, Joan Parkinson, Judith E. Parkinson,
K. N. Parr, A. M. Pilkington, J. Ravenscroft, E. Riding, M. A. Rigby, P. A. Robinson, R. J. Roby, M.
Rodgers, M. Rowlands, M. M. Rowley, D. J. Rutter, M. E. Ryding, L. E. Sanderson, J. Singleton, V. D.
Stansfield, M. Stott, M. Sutcliffe, A. A. Taylor, M. Taylor, A. Thomas, A. C. Thomas, L. Thompson,
J. M. Tomlinson, C. M. Topping, I. Ward, V. Westwater, N. Wilcock, J. Wilkinson, P. J. Wolstencroft,

E. Yates,
2
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The following have gone to Universities and Training Colleges :—

A. Singleton (University of Oxford) ; S. Bretherton (University College, Leicester) ; B. D. Baybutt
(Trinity College, Dublin) ; Wright, P. R. (University of Bangor); P. M. Leach (Goldsmith's College,
London).

Mcllwaine, C. (Loughborough Training College) ; J. M. Brooks, B. Kenyon (Chelsea College of
Physical Training) ; J. M. Thomas (Gloucestershire Training College of Domestic Science) ; A. Meakin
(Manchester College of Housecraft) ; D. N. Mitchell (Didsbury T.C.); A. J. Jennings (Coventry T.C)) ;
D. C. Wilford (Leeds T.C.) ; A. M. Strachen (Maria Grey T.C., London) ; A. Bleasdale, A. P. Parker
(Ripon T.C); A. M. Collinson (Salisbury Diocesan T.C.); M. A. Rigby (Crewe T.C.); M. Ward
(Thornbridge Hall T.C., Sheffield) ; M. L. Marland (St. Mary’s T.C., Cheltenham).

We acknowledge with thanks the receipt of the following magazines :—
The Huttonian, The Rossallian, The Chorleian, the Preston Catholic College magazine, Wigan Grammar
School magazine, The Kirkhamian, The Hoghtonian, The Georgian, the Upholland Grammar School magazine,
the Park School magazine and that of Queen Mary School, Lytham.

._—0__.

SALVETE

To Clayton House : M. H. Abram, J. McG. Adam, Y. Blundell C. Gill M. C. Frazer, L. A. Hardaker,
M. King, B. Maden, A. Markus, S. Mayor, J. A. Nelson, M. Norris, J. Sumner. Avery, S. J., Bamber, C. H.,
Baron, B., Baxendale, J. E., Bennett, B. J., Blezard, G. F., Blunt, P., Draper, W. A., Farrer, S. A., Forsyth,
R. P., Iddon, M., Maudsley, K., Sheffield, A., Taylor, A.

To Cuerden House : M. Aspden, M. Aspinall, V. Bleasdale, M. Butterworth, B. Green, S. A. Halliwell,
G. A. Hayes, J. M. Roocroft, A. Stokes, D. Swindlehurst. Bannister, F. G., Brown, P., Birchall, I., Dimsdale,
D. F. W., Farrimond, M., Harrison, K., Hill, G. T., Hilton, J. G.

To Farington House : M. Almond, R. Beazley, R. Blackledge, B. A. Clayton, E. Cuerden, R. D. Goff”

M. D. Greenhalgh, E. Higham, K. M. Hill, D. Kazer, E. Milligan, R. A. Morris, D. Parker, M. Platt’

E. M. Prescott, M. Ryding, V. A. Smith, J. M. Wharf. Alty, D. D., Roberts, W. A., Shires, F. G., Shorrock*

J. P., Sumner, J. R., Taylor, A. R., Topping, J. C., Unsworth, 1. L., Walmsley, F., Walton, D. E., Wood,
DL

To Worden House : H. M. Borrell, G. A. Carter, H. M. Eland, M. N. Gallagher, B. Grundy, M.
Hampson, J. Kirkham, M. A. Luxton, S. A. Marsden, G. McCalla, L. Pikelis, M. Rhodes, C. J. Taylor,
S. M. Walker, B. Weaver. Campbell, G. W., Fell, J. W., Gillett, A. D., Grimshaw, D., Hodson, D., Haltham,
T. J. R., Hoole, R., Horritt, D. W,, Kirby, W. B., Leadbetter, J. B. R., Makin, P., Newsham, E., Ormond, J.,

Walker, M. T.
_0.__

VALETE

Boys :—

Bamford, M. H—U.VI (F.). Head Boy 1953-4. House Captain 1953-4. G.C.E.(0) 1952, G.C.E. (Adv.)
1954. School Ist Cricket XI. School Ist Rugby XV. Cricket, Rugby and Athletics Colours. Barnes, B.—
U.VI (W.). School Prefect. G.C.E. (O) 1952. School Ist Rugby XV. Rugby Colours. Gill, A.—
U.VI (CL). School Prefect. House Captain. G.C.E. (0) 1952, G.C.E. (Adv.) 1954. Mecllwaine, C.—
U.VI (F.). School Sub-prefect. G.C.E.(O) 1952, G.C.E. (Adv.) 1954, School play. School 2nd Rugby XV,
Roberts, A—U.VI(Cu.). School Sub-prefect. House Captain 1953-4. G.C.E. (0) 1952, G.C.E. (Adv.) 1954,
School 1st Rugby XV. School st Cricket XI. Rugby Colours. Wright, P. R—U.NI (W.). School Sub-
prefect. House Captain 1953-4. G.C.E. (O) 1952, G.C.E. (Adv.) 1954. School 1st Cricket XI. School
1st Rugby XV. Cross Country Colours. Parker, C—L.VI (F.). School Sub-prefect. G.C.E. (0) 1953.
School Ist Cricket XI. School Ist Rugby XV. Athletics and Cricket Colours. Victor Ludorum 1954,
Stanbridge, D. W.—L.VI (Cu.). School Sub-prefect. G.C.E. (O) 1953. School play. Walron, D.—L. VI (F.).
G.C.E. (0) 1953. Almond, C—V.A (F.). G.C.E. (0) 1954. Almond, E—V.A (W.. G.C.E. (O) 1954.
Ryding, D.—V.A (F.). School Ist Rugby XV. Rugby Sevens. Greenall, C.—V.B (W.). G.C.E. (0) 1954.
Gynes, S.—V.B (W.). G.CE. (0) 1954. Haydock, M—V.B (W.). G.CE. (0) 1954. Houghton, D.—
V.B (W.). G.CE. (0) 1954. Singleton, 4. R.—V.B (Cl). G.CE.(0)1954. Smith, B—V B (Cu.). G.CE,
(O) 1954. Dawson, K.—V.C (W.). G.C.E. () 1954. Deacon, J. T—V.C (F.). G.CE. (0) 1954. Farish,
R.V.—V.C(F.). G.C.E. (0) 1954. Haydock, R—V.C (W.). McCracken, A.—V.C (Cu.). G.C.E.(0) 1954.
Norcross, W.—V.C (CL). G.C.E. (0) 1954. Vickers, P. J—V.C (Cl). G.C.E. (0) 1954. Wareing, J.—
V.C. (Cl). G.CEE.(0O) 1954. Harper, A. R—IV.C (W.). Jackson, D.—IV.C (CL.). Jackson, P—ILC (CL).

Stringfellow, C—IV.C (Cl.). Moflat, D. C.—1.C (W.).
3
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GIRLS (—

__P. M. Leach—U.VI (F.). Head Girl 1953-4. House Captain 1952-4. G.C.E. (O) 1951, G.C.E. (Adv.)
1953, 1954. School 2nd Hockey XI. School 2nd Tennis VI. J. M. Brooks—U.VI (Cu.). Deputy Head Girl
1933-4. House Captain 1953-4. G.C.E. (O) 1952, 1954. School Ist Hockey XI. School 1st Rounders IX.
School Ist Tennis VI. Tennis, Hockey and Athletics Colours. Victrix Ludorum 1954. V. Bamber—U.VI
(F.). School Prefect. G.C.E. (0) 1952. G.C.E. (Adv.) 1954. School Ist Hockey XI. School Librarian.
B. D. Baybutt—U.VI (F.). School Prefect. G.C.E. (0) 1951. School 2nd Tennis Vi. B. Kenyon—U.VI (F.).
School Prefect. School Ist Rounders IX. School Ist Hockey XI. School Ist Tennis VI. Hockey and
Rounders Colours. L. Sinfield—U.VI (W.). School Prefect. G.C.E. (0) 1951. G.C.E. (Adv.) 1953.
J. Singleton—U.VI (F.). School Prefect. G.C.E. (0) 1952. School 2nd Hockey X1. A. M. Strachan—
[:.\'U\\I.). School Prefect. House Captain 1953-4. * G.C.E. (0) 1952, G.C.E. (Adv.) 1954. School 2nd
Tennis VI. J. M. Thomas—U.VI (CL). School Prefect. House Captain 1953-4. G.C.E. (O) 1952,
G.C.E. (Adv.) 1954. School Ist Tennis VI. School 2nd Rounders 1X. School 2nd Hockey XI.
P. M. Barker — U.VI (W.). School Sub-prefect. G.C.E. (O) 1952. School Ist Tennis VI 1953.
A. Bleasdale—U.VI (CL). School Sub-prefect. G.C.E. (0) 1952, G.C.E. (Adv.) 1954. S. Bretherton—U.VI
(F.). School Sub-prefect. G.C.E. (0) 1952, G.C.E. (Adv.) 1954. A. M. Collinson—U.VI (W.). School Sub-
pI‘Ef;ECt. G.C.E. (0) 1952, G.C.E. (Adv.) 1954. L. M. Haisall—U.VI (Cu.). School Sub-prefect. G.C.E. (O)
1952, G.C.E. (Adv.) 1954. School Choir. A. J. Jennings—U.V1 (CL.). School Sub-prefect. G.C.E. (O) 1952,
G.C.E. (Ady.) 1954. School 2nd Tennis VI. School Tennis Tournament winner 1953. M. L. Marland—
U.VI (F.). School Sub-prefect. G.C.E. (O) 1952. G.C.E. (Adv.) 1954. School Choir. School play. School
1st Rounder_s IX. D. N. Mitchell—U.VI (F.). School Sub-prefect. G.C.E. (0) 1952, G.C.E. (Adv.) 1954.

School Choir. A. P. Parker—U.VI (W.). School Sub-prefect. G.C.E. (O) 1952, G.C.E. (Adv.) 1954.
J. J. Wild—U.VI(W.). School Sub-prefect. G.C.E. (0) 1952, G.C.E. (Adv.) 1954. D. C. Wilford—U.VI (F.).
School Sub-prefect. G.C.E. (0) 1952, 1953, G.C.E. (Adv.) 1954. School Choir. E. Wright—U.VI (Cu.).
School Sub-prefect. G.C.E. (0) 1952, 1953, 1954, G.C.E. (Adv.) 1954. O. M. Bracewell—L.VI (F.).
G.C.E. (0) 1953. School Choir. M. Chisnall—L.VI (F.). G.C.E. (0) 1952. M. Davidson—L.VI (W.).
G.C.E.(0) 1953. P. Hammond—L.VI (Cu.). G.C.E.(0) 1953. A. M. Ireland—L.VI (Cu.). G.C.E. (O) 1953.
A. Meakin—L.VI (W.). G.C.E. (0) 1953. School Choir. School play. M. Stewarr—L.VI (Cu.). G.C.E.
(0) 1953. M. Ward—L.VI (CL). G.C.E. (0) 1953. J. M. Whirtle—L.VI (CL). G.C.E. (O) 1953. School
Ist Hockey XI. J. Berry—V.A (Cu.). G.C.E. (O) 1954. M. Durran—V.A (Cu.). G.C.E. (O) 1954.
A. A. Johnson—V A (Cu.). G.C.E. (O) 1954, E. P. Miles—V.A (Cu.). G.C.E. (0O) 1954. School Choir.
M. A. Noblet—V.A (CL). G.C.E. (O) 1954. M. E. Ryding—V.A. (F.). G.C.E. (O) 1954. D. J. Rutter—
V.A (W.). G.CEE. (O) 1954. A. A. Taylor—V.A (W.). G.C.E. (0) 1954. M. Taylor—V.A (F.). G.C.E. (O)
1954. E. Yates—V.A. (F.). G.CE. (0) 1954. T. Aspey—V.B (CL). G.CE. (0) 1954. I. M. Bamber—
Y.B(F.). G.C.E. (O) 1954. School Choir. School Ist Hockey XI. School 1st Rounders IX. School Junior
Tennis VI. A. Calland—V.B (Cl.). G.C.E. (O) 1954. D. Capstick—V.B (Cu.). G.C.E. (O) 1954. M. E.
Clegg—V.B (F.). G.C.E.(0) 1954. K. A. Garneti—V.B. (Cu.). G.C.E. (0) 1954. R. R. Hardie—V.B (Cu.).
G.C.E. (0) 1954. J. Harris—V.B(F.). G.C.E. (O) 1954. School Choir. M. Hart—V.B(W.). C. H. Harvey—
V.B (W.). G.CE. (O) 1954. School Choir. E. C. Hayes—V.B (W.). G.C.E. (O) 1954. School Choir.
M. Johnson—V .B (W.). P. S. Lawson—V.B (Cu.). G.C.E. (O) 1954. J. M. Tomlinson—V.B (F.). G.C.E. (O)
1954. C. M. Topping—V.B (W.). G.C.E. (O) 1954. S. M. Bache—V.C (W.). G.C.E. (0O) 1954. J. Bell—
V.C (W.). G.CE. (0O) 1954. F. P. Bleasdale—V.C (Cl.). M. E. Hull—V.C (F.). G.C.E. (O) 1954. School
1st Tennis VI. Tennis Colours. E. Grimshaw—V.C (Cu.). G.C.E. (O) 1954. B. E. Mathews—V.C (F.).
G.C.E. (O) 1954. School Play. A. M. Pilkington—V.C. (W.). G.C.E. (0) 1954. M. A. Rigby—V.C (Cu.).
G.C.E. (0) 1954. P. A. Robinson—V.C (Cu.). G.C.E. (0) 1954. School Choir. M. Rodgers—V.C (W.).
G.C.E. (0) 1954. School 1st Hockey XI. K. A. Smith—V.C (W.). V. D. Stansfield—V.C (Cl.). G.C.E. (O)
1954, R. Williams—V.C (W.). P. J. Wolstencroft—V.C (F.). G.C.E. (0) 1954. B. Worsley—V.C (F.).
K. Kershaw—IV.A (F.). E. Cook—IV.B (Cl.). A. J. Tyson—IV.B (Cl.). B. N. Evans—IILA (F.). C. E.
Langton—II1.C (E.). S. J. Threlfall—I1.B (CL). A. M. Ashton—1.A (CL.). A. Barton—1.A (F.). B. Carter—
1.A (W.). K. Holden—I1.A (CL.). D. H. B. Stephens—I1.B (CL.). I. Hodkinson—I.C(Cl). P. A, Lees—1.C (W.).
J. McKenna—I1.C (CL.). J. Mountain—1.C (CL). S. M. Thomas—I1.C (CL). J. Watkinson—I1.C (F.).
J. Wood—I.C (CL.).
—_—— 00—

THE SCHOOL PLAY

“THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE ”
by Gilbert and Sullivan

“ Its style of humour,” wrote a critic in 1880, *“ is a kind of comic dz_iriqg and reckle.s:sness
that makes fun of things which most people would not dream of mentioning.” MTr. Gilbert
had been inspired with an irreverent abandon, certainly, to dircc_:t his wicked hgr_nour
upon the props of the Late Victorian British social edifice. To assail, however exquisitely,
the virtue that was always evoked to spur one’s acceptance of the state of life unto which
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one had been called, to ridicule ever-so-lightly the gallant old generals who had been
left to end their days grazing silently in the pastures of Piccadilly clubs, to ascribe the
least absurdity to the Guardians of the Law, to go so far as to parody the ceremonials
of the Church seemed to require, in that age, the quality of recklessness. The immutable
order of British life and institutions was as stable as the gothic red-brick of its public
buildings, as regular as the before-dinner ritual of the palm-decorated saloons cluttered
with victoriana, as respectable as the royal court dominated by the little, elderly widow
in black, as everlasting as the Empire. Only because it seemed so indelible was Gilbert
able to poke fun at it, and he burlesqued it with a vitality which has lasted to this day.
Yet the pirates yield instantly when Queen Victoria’s Name is invoked and they in their
turn are readily forgiven when discovered to be noblemen gone wrong—" Because, with
all our faults, we love our House of Peers.”  Albeit humorously, homage is paid to loyalty,
the law is triumphant, duty and beauty rewarded, villainy reformed—and the sacred code
of Victorian values is, in the end, undefiled.

The premiére of ‘“ The Pirates of Penzance” took place, curiously, in New York,
where its reception was so favourable that Sullivan looked forward enthusiastically to its
production in London when the “local allusions” would be more finely appreciated.
The allusions seemed remote—if even apprehended—but the enthusiasm could have been
no less at its first performance at Balshaw’s. This well-dressed production had discipline,
expressiveness and animation—a sparkle and vivacity that was created perhaps by the
youth of the singers, or their happiness in singing, or imparted by that of the audience
in listening. The end of Act I, when the whole stage was a brilliant effusion of colour and
harmony and movement, saw the crest, perhaps, of a performance that was full of such
pleasurable moments. One might mention the lovely grouping in the blue darkness of the
opening of the moon-lit chapel scene, or the delicious, twinkling entrance of the daughters
amid the rocks and grottoes of the sea-shore, or the robust tarantaras of the policemen
as they tried, as Gilbert put it, “to work their courage to the sticking point,” or the
delightful scene of the chattering chorus, its twittering melody over-woven with the slower
cadences of Frederic and Mabel—the charm of these and all other scenes was as much to the
credit of the production team as to the genius of G. and S.

Much praise must be bestowed on the chorus, who worked hard and made neat,
well-timed entrances and exits in circumstances that must have made this difficult. It was
enjoyable to see them act convincingly in their * mute” moments as to hear them sing
so beautifully in their vocal ones—their ‘ Hail Poetry ” in particular, was extremely
well done.

Mr. Black had clearly put in a great deal of effort in training the principals. As Frederic,
Ryding, who was at his best in the last performance, has a clear, youthful tone and an
expressive quality of which he made good use in his duets with Mabel. He sang especially
well with Ruth in ““ O false one . Bourn’s very voluble Major General earned him the
applause he deserved. His “I am the very model of a modern major general  patter
must be seen in print to realise the difficulties of articulation it presents, and his character-
acting in general showed a very promising talent. Pat Heaton's lovely contralto added
to good movement and clear diction resulted in a rich and finished representation of the
well-matured Ruth. Perhaps the character who was most popular was the Sergeant of
Police, excellently played and sung by Makin. Crofts gave the Pirate King a vagabond
lustiness and sang well throughout. Margaret Atherton was best when required to sing in
the upper register. Her opening coloratura cadenza (whereby Sullivan satirised the com-
posers of Italian brand Opera) as she announced herself as May-ay-ay-bell, showed the
sweetness of her voice as a whole. Mee, as Samuel, produced a voice of surprising depth
and volume, while Margaret Sample merits special notice for both her vocal and dramatic
performance as Edith. Fay Bolton, too, sang and moved very gracefully as Kate, and
Ursula Badger made a demure Isabel.

S
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Rarely has a school production required the co-operation of so many members of the
school or assembled so much talent. The accompaniment, the line and colour of the girls’
costumes, the realistic décor, the dancing were all of the highest quality. Mr. Downer
and Mr. Black earned their best reward with the superlative results of their work. Mr.
Wilkinson’s Virtuosity came as no surprise but is none the less deserving of our thanks.
Miss Whewell’s designing and its execution by Miss Ball and Mr. Hewa}lson, with their
aides, Miss Probert’s ingenious choreography for a small space, Mr. Rigby’s stage-

management, Mr. Speak_man’s supervision of the lighting, the making-up by Miss Bromley
and her platoon of assistants, the boo

; king arrangements by Miss Moss, as well as the
preparation of the hall by Mr. Bowler and Mrs. Higham—all these merit the praise and
gratitude of those who enjoyed the production or who enjoy the measure of credit it brings
upon the school.

e e H.D.J.

SPEECH DAY, 1954

The annual Speech Day and presentation of prizes took place last Christmas term
on December 20th. We were pleased to welcome Mr. J. Downie, who returned to his old
school to present the prizes and certificates.

Mr. Downie left Balshaw’s for Oxford in 1938, although his studies there were interrup-
ted by the war. After serving with the Army from 1939 to 1945 he returned to Oxford
and became an economist, gaining first-class honours. In 1952 he took up a position with
the United Nations Secretariat at Geneva (from where he had flown back to England

just before the Speech Day). Since then he has taken a large part in compiling the report
on the oil prices of Europe, issued by the Economic Commission for Europe, earlier this
year. :

_ At the beginning of our Speech Day the choir sang four songs. Evening Song,”
with words by Blake and music by Percy Fletcher, was followed by a four-part song,
** The Lake Isle of Innisfree,” Yeat’s poem with music by Granville Bantock, and a poem
by Patrick Chalmers set to music as a two-part song by E. T. Sweeting. The last item was
a beautifully-sung unaccompanied three-part song *“ The Birds,” with words by Hillaire
Belloc and music by George Rathbone. The choir was conducted by Mr. Black, who also
accompanied the singing of the first three items.

After this the Head Master reviewed the work of the school in the past year, and
gave an account of Mr. Downie’s success at Balshaw’s and his brilliant career since.
After the Chairman, G. H. Redman, Esq., C.B.E, I.P., C.C., had introduced Mr. Downie,
the prizes were distributed.

Mr. Downie began his speech in a lighthearted and amusing manner, but struck
a more serious note later, putting forward the view that examinations taken at school,
college or university were only a prelude to the examinations that one should set one’s self
throughout life, and the standards that one should set and sirive to reach.

The proceedings were ended by a vote of thanks to Mr. Downie and to the Chairman,
followed by the singing of the National Anthem.

S.D., U.VI (F.).
—_0___.

THE ANNUAL ATHLETIC SPORTS
MAY 2nd, 1955.

Heavy rain in the morning, left the ground waterlogged and caused a postponement
of the Sports, from Saturday, May 14th, to Monday, May 16th. The latter occasion proved
fine and warm, ideal, in fact, except that the track was naturally slow.
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It was not surprising, therefore, that the emphasis was definitely on the field events,
all the nine records broken being in that section of the programme. Also, Mee (F) became
the first Victor Ludorum to owe his success to his prowess in throwing and jumping.
His new records, for the Discus and Javelin were particularly fine efforts, worthy of his
final position. Chief rivalry came from Hall (F.)' and Smith, R. (E.), the former running
extremely well in the sprints and the latter excelling in the Shot and Hurdle events,

H. Deacon (F.) gave a remarkable performance to become the Girls’ Junior Champion,
breaking the High Jump record in the process. The Boys® Junior Champion was Macauley
(F.), who, though not winning a great number of events, was placed in many of them
and reaped the reward of consistency. oF. _ }

The monopoly of Farington in these individual championships was broken only by
K. Hosker (Cu.), the new Victrix Ludorum, who finished well ahead of all her rivals.

With all these outstanding performers, it was a fairly easy matter for Farington to
retain, once more, the Athletics Championship Cup. The Relay Cup, however, was shared
by Farington and Worden, after a very close struggle, in which Cuerden, also, played
a very strong part. 3 :

At the close, Mr. Oldland presented the Cups and certificates to the winners.

J.B.
—

EASTER IN PARIS

It may have been its extravagant spaciousness, the gracefulness of its monuments,
the quality of its air or some indefinable atmosphere that made most of the school party
reluctant to leave Paris.

We took Paris as we found her and sat with the Parisians on the cafg terraces in the
spring afternoons, leaned on the balustrades of its beautiful bridges to watch the slow
waters of the Seine beneath, or strolled at a luxuriously idle pace along its broad, noisy
avenues. The first morning’s tour touched off this spirit, perhaps. We were whirled in a
coach round the most handsome and splendid parks of that lovely city on a morning
when the air was crystal clear and the April sunshine caught the Arc de Triomphe in a halo
of light that made everyone gasp at the sight of it from the Place de la Cpncorde. The
Champs Elysées, the President’s palace, the elegant, residential quarter, the Bois de Boulogne
and always, reaching up to the blue sky, the Tour Eiffel—these in their se_uing of the
fresh-green bursting chestnut trees, the splashes of yellow forsythia or pink-white magnolia
left us almost breathless. It was this particular morning that we visited the Invalides, where,
on entering, one is enchanted by the sight of the unbridled elaboration of the altar that
seethes with baroque cherubs and bugles and angels in a blaze of gilt that is bathed in the
ethereal blue light of the windows. Below, one looks over the marble ledge to see the
black tomb of Napoleon.

The white marble Church of the Sacré Coeur can be seen in the daytime from many
parts of Paris,.as it stands on a hill. We chose to visit it by night, mounting the narrow
Montmartre streets and the countless steps with the whiteness of the Sacre Coeur floodlit
above us. Once at the top, we could gaze across the dark sprawl of the city, scintillating
with tiny lights, and pick out the domes and shapes that we thought we recognised on its
skyline. We strolled, too, round the leafy Place du Tertre with its little cafés, the lamp-lit
tables beneath the trees and glimpses of smoky cabarets.

It was at night-time, also, that we walked along the Champs Elysées, attracted to the
shop-windows like bees to pollen *“ —a Hotchkiss car ! and that camera ! goodness,
those shoes | did you see that Cadillac 2’ As we reached the top of this immensely broad
avenue, glittering with the neon-signs of its shops, cinemas and expensive café-restaurants,
we stared up at the dark outline of the Arc de Triomphe which, suddenly, was thrown
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