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THE BALSHA VIAN 



"THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE" 
March 29th, 31st, April 1st and 2nd, 1955 

Samuel (D. Mee), The Pirate King (J. R. Crofts), Frederic {G. N. Ryding), Major-General Sunley 
(A. J. R. Bourn), Mabel (Margaret Atherton), Ruth (Pat Heaton), Sergeant of Police (P. Makin). 

'Propriety, we know, 
Says we ought to stay." 

General Stanley's Daughters. (Stage R) Barbara Smith, Ruch Hasker, M;iurccn Salmon, ~aler:e 
Keene Susan Harrison, Ursula Badger, Doreen Staton, Joan Eccles ; (Centre) Margaret ample 
and Fay Bolton; (Stage L) Sylvia Barnes, Judith Parkinson, Kathleen Hosker, Audrey Hilton, 

Kathleen Wilson. 

THE BALSHAVIA 
(The official organ of Balshaw's Grammar School, Leyland) 

Editor: I. Ward Sub-Editor: M. Salmon 
Vol. XXXI. No. I. SUMMER TERM. 1956 

EDITORIAL 
1956 has been a momentous year in many ways, both inside and outside school. 

We returned after the Summer holidays to find that our long-awaited form-rooms had 
been completed. 5A and 5C moved into the two above 3C and the L.VI and the U.VI 
into the spacious one above the geography room. Everyone appears to be more than pleased 
with them, especially as they afford a magnificent view of the countryside. 

The memory of the Russian visit is still fresh in our minds, and the dark clouds hovering 
over international affairs seem to be clearing a little. The threat of immediate war has 
practically vanished and we can look forward into the future hopefully. We at school 
must remember that the future is for us, and now is the time to prepare ourselves fully 
for the various roles we are going to play in keeping peace and happiness io the world. 

--0- 

SCHOOL NOTES 
SCHOOL PREFECTS AND SUB-PREFECTS, 1955-56 

BOYS. Head Prefect: Hall, A. E. Deputy Head Prefect: Ogden, I. W. Prefects: 
Baxendale, R. M., Singleton, J., Swarbrick, R., Dewhurst, T. A., Swarbrick. J. M .• 
Williams, R., Smith, R., Owens, J. H., Bourn, A. J. R., Campbell, R. J. Sub­ 
Prefects: Hurst, A. W., Rigby, J., Baldwin, K., Brennand, W. J., Goff, B. C 
Hoole, A., Hibbert, T. A., Nelson, P. 

GIRLS. Head Prefect: M. K. Sample. Prefects : J Wilkinson, I. Ward, K. Hosker, 
Judith Parkinson, M. Allison, Joan Parkinson, M. Rowley. Sub-Prefects : R. A. 
Dickinson, M. J. Hesketh, L. Thompson, V. A. Westwater, J. A. Cookson, 
V. M. Howard, M. N. Gallacher, F. Bolton, R. A. Morris, G. Hothersall, R J. 
Roby, M. Sutcliffe. 

We wish to extend a warm welcome to all new members of the school, who will by nov,, 
have settled down to the somewhat complicated life here. To those who have left during 
the past year we wish every success and happiness. The editor and sub-editor wish to give 
their thanks to Miss Doherty and to all who have helped in any way with the magazine 

We are very pleased to welcome Miss Rahill back into our midst, and v.ish her happiness 
in the future. We welcome Mrs. Weatherby, who has come to teach French, and Mr. 
Leatherbarrow, who takes science, and we have said goodbye to Mr. Johnson, who left us 
at the end of the Christmas term. 

We congratulate Mrs. Ife (formerly Miss Probert), and Mr. Leatherbarrow, on their 
marriages. 

This year the Dramatic Society gave a very entertaining performance of" The Happiest 
Days of Your Life," and it proved very popular. In the Carol Service this year we had the 
usual excellent singing by the choir, including the male-voice choir ; the school band. too, 
performed at the party. . . . . . . . 

We congratulate Lucas, J., on his success in gaining a State Scholarship and wish him 
every further success in his career. 
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We were very pleased to see Pat Heaton, when she revisited the school to sing in the 
Carol Service and afterwards at the party, and we take this opportunity of thanking her 
for her beautiful singing. 

Congratulations to the following Old Balshavians, recently married : Mr. G. Carr to 
Miss B. Norris, Mr. G. Bullivant to Miss B. Watson, Mr. B. Ackers to Miss H. Ashcroft, 
Mr. J. Newsham to Miss D. Pails, Mr. J. Cardie to Miss A. Dobson and Miss H. Burnie 
to Mr. Bell. 

Our congratulations go to Wrennall, E., who won the Stanning Memorial Award, 
and to A. J. Jennings, B. Kenyon, P. Leach, who won the Hocking Memorial Prizes. 

At the 1955 Sports Day, the title of Victor Ludorum was won by Mee, D. (F.), and 
K. Hosker (Cu.) was Victrix Ludorum. 

In an exciting final, the 1955 tennis tournament was won by Mr. Speakman and I. Ward, 
who succeeded in beating J. E. Parkinson and Crofts, J. R. 

We offer our congratulations to the following pupils who obtained the General Certif­ 
cate of Education at the Advanced level (N.U.J.M.B.), and at Ordinary level (Oxford 
Delegacy): 
ADVANCED: 

Baxendale, R. M., Crofts, J. R. Egerton R. T., Hall, A. E., Knowles, J. E., Lucas, J., Makin, P., 
Ogden, I. W., Robinson, J. K., Robinson, P. K., Singleton, J., Swarbrick, R. . . 

V. J. Ball, M. Bolton, E. A. Brennand, S. M. Campbell, B. A. Haydock, M. M. Maidment, J. M. Oliver, 
M. H. Rowlands, M. K. Sample, J. Wilkinson. 
ORDINARY (N.UJM.B.) : 

Dewhurst, T. A., M. C. Robson. 
ORDINARY (Oxford Delegacy) :­ 

Ainscough, E., Ainsworth, J. M., Almond, C., Barker, M., Barton, E., Baxendale, E., Bidwell, F., 
Bretherton, D., Cardwell, F., Dawker, R. P. R., Ditchfield, D. P., Farrer, C. D. H., Fishwick, G., Graham, 
W., Gray, B., Hardwick, J. H., Ingham, M. F., Jolly, W., Knapman, R. K., Laraway, D. E., Malley, B., 
Marsden, J.B., Martland, J. R., Mee, D., Nelson, P., Ormand, T. A., Pinder, T. A., Rutt~r, B. J., Rydmg, 
G. N., Singleton, B. J., Slattery, R. L., Southworth, A., Speakman, T., Stickland, D. P., Smith, C., Summers, 
J., Swarbrick, J. G., Swift, R. D.,, Thomas, D. C., Thwaite, B., Walmsley, S., Ward, D. W., Watson, E. J., 
Worthington, A. A. 

I. Ainsworth, M. V. Ashton, B. S. Ashwin, A. M. Atherton, J. Ayrton, S. A. Barnes, J. J. B~swell, 
B. Bowcott, A. Bradshaw, L. C. Butterfield, J. Cairns, S. M. Campbell, M. F. Chippendale, M. V. Collinson, 
D. I. Cook, J. A. Cookson, S. D. Dowling, J. Eccles, A. K. Edwards, V. J. Elhot, B. M. Floyd, F. A. Forshaw, 
P. Gordon, P. H. Gow, E. Greenwood, D. Hanlow, S. J. Hamson, J. Haworth, Margaret Hesketh, May 
Hesketh, A. Hilton, W. M. Hodson, K. A. Hosker, V. M. Howard, M. L. Hunt, M. Johnson, V. Kelly, 
v. A. Keene, A. Lambert, B. J. Little, B. S. Livesey, J. Lumb, J. McConnell, F. K. Maddison, A. Manchester, s T. M. Marsden, J. I. Miller, B. S. Moore, J. M. Nutter, D.R. Parkinson, R. Paul, S. M. Pennington, 
• Pinder G Priestley, J. Rennie, W. M. Riddell; R. Roby, M. Salmon, L. E. Sanderson, M. G. Smethurst, 
B. Smith,'D. Starkie,' D. Staton, B. Stirk, D. Sumner, D. Taylor, M. Taylor, I. Thompson, J. Tragen, M. 
Turner, K. Walmsley, V. A. Westwater, A. L. Wilson; I. WIison, K. Wilson. 

The following have gone to Universities and Training Colleges :- . . . 
L s J to London University · Egerton, R. T., Laraway, D. E., to Manchester University , 

R b. uca 'p .,K E A Brennand to Liverpool University ; Knowles, J. E., to Hull University ; S. D. olninson, • ., • • , . 
Dowling, to University College, Leicester. . 

Rabi J K (Chester Tc) • Smith C. (Loughborough T.C.) ; Watson, E. J. (City of Worcester 
r c,]"{}"ta&raeckeu irk'ic, ices): M Boon estevei ir.cj; Jean cirs (st. Katharine's, 
L: · ' I) .. s M c mpbell (Crewe T.C.) • B. A. Haydock (Eastbourne T.C.); A. P. _Heaton (Glouc_ester 
{SP9?'. cl: E vi. iiughes (Edge iiii riC,, orskirk); 'N tddor Edge iiiii re, ormskirk); 
,,"","",'kaiom& ii: i if oier (tanclester'pomesiie ic); K, y, arr (National 
·± 40',f ii SJ:'j kRavenscroft (St. Katherine's T.C, Liverpool) ; M. H. Rowlands (St. f..a T"",&'i ' silo roils/ iii'ionsii skins f@; N wiiaisilia> 

T.C., Cheltenham). 
we acknowledge with thanks the receipt of the following_ magazines : 
The Upholland Grammar School Magazine, The Huttonian, The Rossallian, The Chorleian, The Preston 

Cahsi, ciiege Magazine, Wigan Grammar School Magazine, The_Kirkhamian, The_Hoghtonian, The 
Georgian, The Park School Magazine, the Ormskirk Grammar School Magazine and Ubi Reminisci. 
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SALVETE 
To Clayton House : B. P. Andrews, P. A. Crofts, P. Gregson, A. H. Griffin. B. A. Phelan, L. B. Seed, 

M. Worthington. Brown, R., Little, S. R., Liptrot, G. G., Mather A. R., Mockett. P Moore J Morris. B 
Ormerod, K., Pinder, M. L., Porter, C. R., Sisson, J. ' ' '' ·• ' ·• • ~ 

To Cuerden House : J. W. Bibby, D. E. Cornwell, J. M. Damp, J. A. Fraser, J. Hesketh, E. Hosker, 
J. M. Hurst, D. C. Lancaster, F. Marsden. Ashton, W. R., Carter, T. H., Crompton. M., Demack, J. G., 
Donkin, W. J., Eaves, J.R., Lawton, J. H., Marland J.S. Marsden R. H. Pass J. B. Reeve, A., Sumner, 
W. J. A., Waring, F. J., Wilson, D. G. 

To Farington House : P. Afflick, P. M. Ainsworth, D. Cole, L. Crook, A. Hoskinson, M. Hunter, 
S. Ince, M. J. Milloy, J. Moffatt, B. Smith, S. Snape, B. Winterbottom, M. Worrell. Ashcroft, K. R., 
Baker, J. S., Brown, A., Burrell, J. A., Deacon, R., Edwards, P., Gray, J., Grayson, R., Jackson, G., 
Unsworth, H. K., Wane, A. P. 

To Worden House : A. Cairns, K. Clough, C. M. Davies, M. Dewhurst, I. M. Drizulis, E. R. Duff. 
D. Grimshaw, V. E. Myers, J.B. Newsham, D. J. Pearson, M. Smith, D. Snell, E. Speak.man, R. Spencer, 
W_. E. Stanley, P. Taylor, J. Tyrer, J. Walmsley, B. M. Wane. Halliwell, K. A., HaskelJ, I. G., Hey, P. G.. 
Hinchcliffe, A. P., Holroyd, P. D., Houghton, D. W., Lancaster, E., Roberts, A., Rowley, M., Sharples. J. G., 
Wilson, J. D. 

--0-- 

BOYS : 
Robinson, P.K.--UNI(F.), Head Boy 1954-5. House Captain 1954-5. G.C.E. (0.) 1952. G.C.E. (Adv.) 

1954. School 2nd Cricket XI. School 1st Rugby XV. Rugby Colours. Rugby and Cricket Leagues and 
Knockouts. School Play. Crofts, J. R.-U.Vl (Cl.). Deputy Head Boy, 1954-5. House Captain 1954-5, 
G.C.E.(O.) 1953. ~.C.E. (Adv.) 1954. School I st Cricket XI. School 2nd Rugby XV. Cross Country Team. 
Sub-Editor Balshavian 1954-5. School Play. Egerton, R. T.-U.NI(F), School Prefect. G.C.E. (O.) 1953. 
G.C.E. (Adv.) 1954. School 1st Rugby XV. Cross Country Team. Rugby Leagues and Knockouts. School 
Play. Knowles, J. £.-U.Vl (Cl.). School Prefect. G.C.E. (0.) 1952. G.C.E. (Adv.) 1954. School 1st Cncket 
XI. School 1st Rugby XV. Cricket and Rugby Colours. Cricket and Rugby Leagues and Knockouts. 
Interschools Relay Team 1955. School Play. Lucas, J.-U.VI (Cu.). G.CE.(O.) 1952. G.C.E. (Ady.) 1954, 
School Prefect. Robinson, J. K.-U.VI (Cu.) . School Prefect. G.C.E. (0.) 1953. G.C.E. (Adv.) 1954. 
School !st Rugby XV. Cross Country Team. Cross Country Colours. School Play. Makin. P. -v.VI (\\.). 
School Sub-Prefect. G.C.E. (O.) 1953. School 1st Rugby XV. Cross Country Team. Cross Country 
Colours: School Play. Smith, C.-U.VJ (F.). School Sub-Prefect. School ls1 Cricket X.1. School 1,1 Rugh} 
XV. Cricket Colours. Laraway, D. £.-L.VI (W.). G.C.E. (0.) 1953. Mal/el', B.-L.VI (Cu.). G.C.E 10 ). 
1954. School 1st Cricket XI. School 1st Rugby XV. Slaier, P. H.-l.VI (W.). GC.E. (O.) 1953. 
Speakman, T.-L.VI (W.). G.C.E. (0.) 1954. School Ist Rugby XV. Cricket and Rugby Knockouts. 
Stickland, D.--L.VI (CL). G.C.E. (0.) 1954. School 2nd Rugby XV. Rugby Le:igues and Knockouts. 
Watson, E. J.--L.NI (Cu.). G.C.E. (0.) 1953. Wright, A.D=-LNI(F.) .. G.C.E. (0.l J-}53. H-r1gh1 .P.D.­ 
L.VI (F.). G.C.E. (O.) 1953. Ainsworth, J. M.-V.B (F). G.C.E. (O.) 1954. Almond, C.-\, .A (F.). 
G.C.E. (0.) 1954. School 2nd Cricket XI. Barker, M.--V.B (F.). G.C.E. (0.11954. Banon, £.-\ .C (Cl 1. 
G.C.E. (0.) 1954. Bidwell, F.-V.A (Cu.). G.C.E. (0.) 1954. School 1nd Rugb) XV. School 2nd Cricket XI 
Rugby and Cricket Leagues and Knockouts. Bret her tau, D.-V.C \ W.). G.C.E. (0.) 1954. Rugb) KnockouL'­ 
Cardwe//, F.-Y.C.(_F.JG.C.E.(0.) 1954. Ditchfield, D. P.-V.A(Cl.l. G.C.E. (0.) 1'.154. School l~t Rug~ \\,. 
Rugby Colours. Cricket and Rugby Leagues and Knockouts. Rugby Sevens. School Pia). ff,1r,-f,,,d,. J. H 
V.B (CL). G.C.E. (O.) 1954. Pinder, A.-V.C (W.). G.C.E. (0.), 1954, Rugby Leagues and Knockouts. 
Rutter, B.-VC (W.). G.CE. (O.) 1954. Cricket and Rugby Leagues and Knockouts. Southworth, A.­ 
Y.B (Cu.). G.C.E. (O.) 1954. School 2nd Rugby XV. School 1st Cricket XI Cricket and Rugby Leagues 
and Knockouts. Swarbrick, J. G.--INC (Cu.). G.C.E.(0.)1954. Heaton, P.-=IV.ACL), Allen. E.L­ 
IV.C (Cu.). Kearsley, D.--IL.C((CI). Twiss, L.-=IC(F). Avery, S. J.=-1.C((CL), 

GIRLS: • 
S. D. Dowling.--U.NL.(F.). Head Girl 1954-5. House Captain I954-5. GCE, (0.) 1953. GCE.(Ady.) 

1954. Editor of Balshavian 1953-4, 1954-5. M. M. Maidment-- U.NT(CL). Deputy Head Girl 1954-5, 
House Captain 1954-5. G.C.E. (O.) 1952. G.CE. (Ady.) 1954. School 1st Hockey XI 'School 1st Rounders 
IX. School 2nd Tennis YI. Hockey and Rounders Colours. V. J. &i/1-l,.\ I (Cl.). School Prei~t. G,C.E. 
(0.) 1952. G.C.E. (Adv.) 1954. School I st Tennis VI. .\I. &,/ton-U.\ l.1 F.1 School Sub-Preftc1. G.C,r (0.) 
1953, 1954. G.C.E. (Adv.) 1954. Carol Choir. E. A. Brennand,--UT(W.). School Sub-Prefect. G.CE 
(0.) 1953. G.C.E. (Ady) 1954. J. Cairns.-- U.NL(W.). School Sub-Prefect. House Captain. G.CE. (O.) 
1953, School Choir. S. M. Campbell--U.NL(W.). School Sub-Prefect. G.CE. (O.) 1953. G.C.E, (Adv.) 
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1955. B. A. Haydock-U.VI (W.). School Sub-Prefect. G.C.E. (O.) 1953. G.C.E. (Adv.) 1955. School 
Choir. J. M. Oliver---U.NI (W.). School Sub-Prefect. G.C.E. (0.) 1953. G.C.E. (Adv.) 1955. School 1st 
Hockey XL School Play. M. C. Robson---U.NI (Cu.). School Sub-Prefect. G.C.E. (0.) 1953. M. H. 
Rowlands---U.VI (W.). School Sub-Prefect. G.C.E. (O.) 1953. G.C.E. (Adv.) 1955. L. E. Sanderson-­ 
U.VI.(F.). School Sub-Prefect. G.CE. (O) 1953. G.C.E. (Adv.) 1955. U. M. Badger---L.NI.(Cu.). School 
Sub-Prefect. G.C.E. (0.) 1954. School 1st Tennis vr. Tennis Colours. School Play. A. P. Heaton-­ 
L.Vl.(Cu.). School Sub-Prefect. G.C.E. (0.). 1954. School 1st Tennis VI. School Choir. School Play. 
M. J, Hesketh-U.VI (Cl.). Sub-Prefect. G.C.E. (O.) 1954. E. M. Hughes---L.NI (F.). School Sub-Prefect. 
G.C.E. (0.) 1953. School Choir. K. N. Parr-L.VI (F.). School Sub-Prefect. G.C.E. (0.) 1954. School 
1st Hockey XI. School 1st Rounders IX. School Tennis VI. J. Ravenscroft.---L.NI (F.) School Sub-Prefect. 
G.C.E. (0.) 1954. B. Bowcoll-L.Vl (Cu.). G.C.E. (0.) 1954. D. I. Cook-L.Vl (Cl.). G.C.E. (O.) 1954. 
School Play. P.A. Dixo11-L.VI (Cl.). G.C.E. (0.) 1953. P.A. Hick/ing-L.VI (Cu.). G.C.E. (0.) 1954. 
N. Iddon---L.NI(CI). G.C.E. (O.) 1954. School 2nd Hockey XI. B. J.Little--LNI(Cu). G.C.E. (0.) 1955. 
School Choir. F. M. Madison-L.VI (Cl.). G.C.E. (0.) 1955. J. I. Miller-L.VI (Cl.). G.C.E. (0.) 1955. 
E. Riding---L.VI (W.), G.C.E. (0.) 1954. School 1st Hockey XL M. Stott---L.NI (W.). G.C.E. (0.) 1954. 
School !st Hockey XL A. Thomas-L.VI (Cl.). G.C.E. (0.) 1954. N. Wilcock--LNI(CI). G.C.E. (0.) 1954. 
School 1st Hockey XI. School 1st Tennis VI. K. Wi/so11-L.VI (Cl.). G.C.E. (0.) 1955. I. Ainsworth­ 
V.A (F.). G.C.E. (0.) 1955. School 2nd Rounders IX. S. A. Barnes---V.A (F.). G.C.E. (0.) 1955. School 
Choir. School Play. P. Gordon---V.A (F.). G.C.E. (0.) 1955. P. H. Gow--V.A (W.). G.C.E. (0.) 1955. 
E. Hayes---V.A (W.). B. G. Moore-V.A (CI). G.CE. (O.) 1955. J. M. Nutter--V.A (W.). G.C.E. (O.) 
1955. G. Priest/ey-V.A (Cu). G.CE. (O.) 1955. School !st Hockey XI. School 2nd Rounders IX. 
B. Smitlz-V.A.(CI.). G.C.E. (0.) 1955. School Choir. School Play. D. Starkie-V.A (W.). G.C.E. (0.) 
1955. School Choir. D. Staton---V.A (F.). G.C.E. (0.) 1955. School Choir. School Play. B. Stirk-V.A 
(W.). G.CE. (O.) 1955. School Choir. J. Tragen--V.A (W.), G.C.E. (0.) 1955. A. Bradshaw-- V.B (F). 
G.C.E. (0.) 1955. M.F. Chippendale---V.B (F.). G.C.E. (0.) 1955. E. Greemvood-V.B((F.) .G.C.E. (O.) 
1955. S. J. Harrison---V.B (Cu.). G.C.E. (0.) 1955. School Choir. School Play. A. Hilton---V.B (W.). 
G.C.E. (0.) 1955. School 2nd Hockey XI. School 2nd Rounders IX. School Choir. School Play. S. M. 
Hooper--V.B (F.). B. S. Livesey--V.B.(Cu.). G.C.E. (0.) 1955. J. Lumb---VB.(W.). G.C.E. (0.) 1955. 
S. M. Pennington---V.B (W.). G.C.E. (O.) 1955. K. Pinder--VB (F). G.C.E. (0.) 1955. School 2nd 
Tennis VI. W. M. Riddell--VB (W.), G.C.E. (0.) 1955. D. Taylor--V.B (W.). GC.E. (0.) 1955. M. Taylor 
V.B(W.). G.C.E.(O.) 1955. A. Thomas-V.B (W.). I. Thompson--V.B (F.). G.CE. (0.) 1955. H.(C. 
Tumer-V.B (Cl.). B. G. Aslzwin-V.C((CI.). G.C.E. (0.) 1955. A. M. Atherton---V.C (CI). G.C.E. (0.) 
1955. School Choir. School Play. B. D. Bleasdale--V.C (CI). M. V. Collinson---V.C.(W.). G.C.E. (O.) 
1955. F. A. Forshaw--V.C (W.). G.CE. (O.) 1955. U. Hanlon--V.C (CI). G.CE. (O.) 1955. Marg. 
Hesketh---V.C (W.). G.C.E. 'O.) 1955. School 1st Rounders IX. May Hesketh--V.C (Cu.). G.C.E. (0.) 
1955. W. M. Hodson---V.C (CL). G.CE. (O.) 1955. M. Johnson--V.C (Cu.). G.C.E. (0.) 1955. V. A. 
Keene- V.C (Cu.). G.C.E. (0.) 1955. School 2nd Hockey XI. School 1st Rounders IX. School Choir. 
School Play. G. T. M. Marsden-V.C (Cl.). G.C.E. (0.) 1955. J. Rennie- V.C (W.). M. Saunt---V.C (F.). 
D. Sumner V.C (Cu.). G.C.E. (0.) 1955. M. Turner-V.C (Cu.). G.C.E. (0.) 1955. D. Wright- V.C (Cu.). 
C. M. Chapman-IV.A (CI). J.Everin--IV.A (Cu.). M. Clayton--IV.C (W.). B. L. D. Dean---IV.C (CL). 
M. A. Helmore---IV.C (Cu.). School Choir. A. Lumsden-IV.C (F.). A. W. Mclntosh-IV.C (Cu.). 
P. M. Smith- IV.C (F.). K. Wilkinson--IV.C (Cu.). School 1st Rounders IX. J. M. Wharf-fl.A (F.). 
J. I. Hardaker-II.C (Cl.). R. Blackledge-I.C (F.). L. A. Hardaker---1.C (CL). 

--o-- 

SPEECH DAY, 1955 
The annual Speech Day was held this year on Monday, December 19th, when Mr. 

J. A. Petch, M.A., Secretary to the Northern Universities Joint Matriculation Board, 
presented the prizes. 

The first item on the programme was a group of songs by the Choir : Edward German's 
"Beauteous Morn" Gordon Jacob's arrangement of "Brother James's Air " and a 
madrigal by John Wilbye (1609), "Come Shepherd Swains." 

Mr. Oldland then presented his address in which he gave an account of the school 
activities during the past year and reviewed the school's success 111 public examinations 
and on the sports field. He welcomed Mr. Petch, saying that the pupils awarded their 
General Certificates of Education at the Advanced level would have the privilege of receiving 
them from one of the signatories. Mr. Oldland went on to speak of the source of children's 
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troubles; it had usually lain in the inability or failure of an adult to do his or her duty 
by that child at a critical moment. The challenge of the atomic age imparted a new urgency 
to all such problems. It was not enough for parents to know their own children thev 
should make an attempt to rediscover their own sense of personal responsibility for what 
they were doing. 

The Chairman then introduced Mr. Petch, who said "I do not believe that the young 
generation at school is degenerate, decadent, or a bad lot generally." He believed in a 
system of education that honoured good work and awarded prizes. He went on to say that 
passing an examination was like passing a milestone along the road, a milestone that told 
how far you had come, but did not tell you how far you had to go. He pointed out too, 
that education cannot be had cheaply, and that education should teach children that the 
organisation of society was for the good of the individual. lf education could turn out 
citizens well equipped for the future, then the present leaders of civilisation could sit back 
and say, "Well done. We have got value for our money." 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Petch was proposed by Mrs. Kelley, seconded by Mr. Hunt, 
and a vote of thanks to the Chairman was proposed by Mr. Tomlinson and seconded 
by Mr. Hargreaves. 

The proceedings were concluded by the singing of the National Anthem. 
1.W., U.Yl (W.). 

--o-- 

THE SCHOOL PLAY, 1955 
From the rather lofty heights of Shakespeare. and opera, this year the Dramatic 

Society came more down to earth with its production of the modern comedy .. The Happiest 
Days of Your Life," by John Dighton. If there are any who are still doubtful about the 
truth of the title, it is definitely not the fault of the cast in this production. The producer 
could not have had better actors for any of the parts, and he really brought out the best 
in them. In this play the problem of timing is rather a headache for the producer. but 
Mr. Downer accomplished his task with his usual competence and the timing, as a result, 
was perfect. 

The honours must go to Rosemary Morris for her part as Miss Gossage, the hale and 
hearty sportsmistress. From her first entrance, she had the audience laughing and waiting 
eagerly for what she would do or say next. 

Valerie Preston depicted a head mistress of the real "battle-axe type. One could 
imagine some apprehensive girl waiting in her study for punishment. 

Tony Hall seemed quite at home in the rf>le of headmaster, particularly when issuing 
orders, and achieved an entertaining blend of comedy and farce. 

Singleton .admirably portrayed the grumbling Rainbow, infusing his interpretation 
with a slow-witted rusticity. His ability in this type of part has already been shown in 
previous plays and his experience clearly helped him to carry a very responsive audience 
with him. 

Fay Bolton gave a fresh charm to the part of Miss Harper, wrenching us back to a 
world of sanity from the prevailing frenzies of the plot and its characters. 

As the two schoolmasters, Bourn and Swift tackled their task with lively zest and 
worked well to keep the pace of the performance brisk. 

The two pupils, Hopcroft Mi. and Barbara Cahoun, neatly played by Oliver and 
Moira Gallacher, were replete with artless devilment, while the quick-tempered Mr. Sowter, 
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the elegant and supercilious Mrs. Sowter, the mild Rev. Peck, and the diffident Mrs. Peck 
were convincingly played by Wilford, Rhona Paul, Ogden and Margaret Smethurst. 

The many people behind the scenes, whose toil so greatly assisted the illusion, must 
also be remembered. Miss Whewell was responsible for designing the setting (to perfection, 
as usual) and the construction of it was left in the capable hands of Mr. Hewartson and his 
numerous assistants from the Handicraft Dept. Miss Whewell's ingenious decor scheme 
was most commendably executed by the decor assistants Rosemary Morris and Brenda 
Floyd with their many helpers. The lighting effects were safely entrusted to Mr. Speakman 
and his able assistants Graham, Thomas and Slattery, while Mr. Black, ever questing for 
yet better effects, was kept busy with the music and background noises, and certainly 
achieved delightful results. Those in charge of make-up-Mr. Wilkinson Miss Bromley 
and Miss Cummins with their helpers--amply proved their abilities. Everything behind 
scenes was under the iron grip and watchful eye of Mr. Rigby, assisted by Swarbrick, 
Owens and Hibbert, and in consequence, everything ran smoothly there. Mr. Leather barrow, 
a new-comer to Balshaw's plays, conducted the many and various duties of House Manager 
with quiet efficiency. Nor must Miss Moss be forgotten, for she worked very hard with 
tickets, programmes, and the secretarial side of the work. 

Altogether, the cast and the myriads who worked behind the production are to be 
congratulated on a selfless and untiring loyalty. The support of the many helpers and the 
splendid cast and a producer ever striving for perfection, all combined to make the play 
a real success. It is a practice of the Dramatic Society to ring the changes in its choice 
of play and this year's emphasis on the lighter vein was completely justified by the willing 
thoroughness and desire for perfection shown by everyone. 

V.K., L.VI. (CL) 
( 

THE ANNUAL ATHLETIC SPORTS 
APRIL 28th, 1956 

The weather, such a vital matter on Sports Day, was very kind this year. A fine day, 
warm when one could escape a cool breeze, made conditions almost ideal. 

A feature of the two Senior individual championships was that, in each, a close struggle 
developed between two evenly-matched competitors. There was, in fact, a tie for the position 
of Victor Ludorum, Mee (F.) and Smith, R. (F.) shanng the honour, the first time such 
a result has occurred. As usual, Mee gathered most of his points from the field events 
and Smith whilst not scorning those events, gained most of his successes in the track events. 
In the same sort of way, only four points separated the two senior girls. I. Ward (W.), 
in the end, triumphed by that small margin to become the new Victrix Ludorum, deposing 
last year's" Victrix," K. Hasker (Cu.). . . 

In the Junior events, the struggles were nothing like as close. H. Deacon (F.) and 
Brown, G. (Cu.) became the respective Girl and Boy Champions and each worthily broke 
a record in the process. 

Eight records were broken, the most worthy of note being in the High Jump (Open) 
Boys event, when Mee just managed to better the previous best figures, which had stood 
for over twenty years. . . . 

Farington once again proved too strong for her rivals, though the margin of points 
in her favour, was much less than it has been Ill the last year or two. . 

Cuerden representatives ran very well, to take a firm grip on the Relay Cup, holding 
off strong challenges from both Clayton and Farington. . 

At the end of the day, Mrs. Kelley very kindly presented the certificates and cups 
to the successful competitors. 

J.B. 
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MY VISIT TO AMERICA 
The chance to go to America and visit my cousin at Rochester came as a very pleasant 

surprise to me. 

On July 28th I left Southampton on the Queen Elizabeth. This boat was like a floating 
town with its 2,000 passengers and l,200 crew. The cinema, shops, library, swimming-pool, 
and lounges, had to be explored, and the deck games to be played. The food-with dishes 
known and unknown-was wonderful. I had never imagined that life at sea could be so 
perfect. 

On the boat I received my first impression of the American people. I thought them 
rather noisy and overpowering, but very friendly. I was rather amused by the black women. 
all dressed in the very height of fashion. 

After a calm voyage I landed at New York. The towering skyline of this city is some­ 
thing one cannot describe, and the large multi-coloured cars travel at an incredible speed 
along the straight avenues. I left New York by train for Rochester: the track followed 
the Hudson River for 200 miles. I thought the countryside very similar to our Lake District. 

Rochester is a fine city, famous for its lilac parks and the Kodak Film industry ; 
but as in most other places I visited, many of the roads were without footpaths, and the 
gardens were without fences. The gardens themselves were untidy. Perhaps this was due 
to the climate, as, during my stay, the temperature was around 97F". 

The shops display their goods in an attractive way and in the American home every­ 
thing is done to make life easier for the housewife. I was amazed and amused to see women 
(of all ages) wearing' Bermuda' shorts, sun tops and Bobby socks. Bathing is very popular 
and I enjoyed swimming in Lake Ontario, which was floodlit at dusk. 

I travelled on the ' Thru-way'-a motorists' paradise-although toll has to be paid. 
I saw Niagara Falls, a wonderful and inspiring sight, and I crossed the Peace Bridge into 
Canada, with the American and British flags flying in the centre. I stayed a weekend in a 
chalet on the shores of Lake Erie. 

Another weekend I went touring in the pine-covered Adirondac Mountains. The 
scenery was magnificent, with numerous small lakes. At night I stayed in motels. I visited 
the North Pole " 2,000 feet up White Face Mountain. This was a children's paradise 
for it was the home of Santa Claus, with his workshops, made of logs with peaked roofs 
and crooked chimneys. The reindeer and other tame animals wandered through the 
fairyland village. In the centre stood "the North Pole" which is continually covered 
with ice. I also visited an Indian village and an Indian Chief invited me to join in a ceremonial 
dance, which I enjoyed. 

My holiday soon passed and I had to say goodbye to the many kind, hospitable 
people I had met. Although so many miles divide our two countries we have much in 
common. America is new, with wide open spaces awaiting development, but England bas 
her dignity and her traditions-the envy of the American people. 

Once again I returned to New York, where I stayed in a large hotel on the sixteenth 
floor. I had seen the Empire State Building, many famous bridges, Times Square and 
walked down Broadway before I walked down the gangway on to the Queen Elizabeth. 
When she slowly passed the great Statue of Liberty I felt I must now say goodbye to bustling 
America. 

MC, V.A (F.), 
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VISIT OF THE 
LIVERPOOL PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA 

On November 22nd the school was visited by a section of the Liverpool Philharmonic 
Orchestra. They played a vaned programme to children from Leyland Secondary Modern 
School and St. Mary's School, as well as our own seniors. 

The programme, which comprised' The Thieving Magpie' by Rossini 'Air on G string' 
by Bach, the Minuet from Mozart's Symphony in E flat and the 'Farandole' by Bizet, 
was most ably conducted by Herbert Bargetts, whose personality impressed itself upon his 
audience immediately and to such an extent that they found themselves singing the canon 
from the Farandole with obvious enjoyment. 

Our thanks to Dr. Edwards, County Music Adviser, who arranged the visit and intro- 
duced the orchestra and conductor. G.B. 

--o-- 

A HOLIDAY IN THE FRENCH ALPS 
I looked down from my seat in the 'plane to see the roof-tops of Paris and the River 

Seine winding like a silver ribbon through the midst of the city. Suddenly the whole 
landscape seemed to tip up as the 'plane turned to make its landing. I crossed my fingers, 
there was a slight bump, and then we were taxying smoothly over the runway. I looked at 
the ominous brown-paper bag, and the notice before me which said, "Your Life-belt is 
under your seat," and I breathed a sigh of relief. 

Now I could try out my French-or could I? The noise which the Customs Officer 
made did not sound at all like the language I had been studying for the last four years, 
so I just said "Non," and hoped that he was asking if I had anything to declare. 

My brother and I were met at Paris by some friends of the family with whom we were 
going to stay, and after a lightning tour round this beautiful city in their car, we had lunch 
at a restaurant, and boarded the train which was to take us across France to Lyons. 

There we saw again the French boy and girl whom we had met in England the year 
before, and as we sped along in their car towards Voiron, a small town near Grenoble, 
we noticed the vineyards and peach orchards, and soon the Alps towered above us. We 
arrived at about 7 o'clock in the evening, and were introduced to the rest of the family 
at their summer chalet on the mountainside just outside the town. 

Almost every day we swam, played tennis, and "raided " the peach orchards, or lazed 
about in the hot sun, drinking cool drinks. We seemed to spend a great deal of time eating, 
and I liked the food very much, with a few exceptions. During our stay we had many 
exciting excursions, one of which was a trip up one of the nearby mountains. This, however, 
was not so successful as it might seem, since, after our setting out at 6 a.m., and climbing 
in sticky heat for five hours, the rain began to pour down, and we had to descend as far 
as an old hut, where we eventually managed to light a fire in order to dry ourselves. 

On 14th July we went to Aix-les-Bains on the shores of the beautiful Alpine Lac de 
Bourget, and in the evening watched the firework display in the crowded market square 
at Voiron. There were shopping expeditions to the beautiful city of Grenoble, a trip to the 
races and a visit to the mountains of Grande Chartreuse, where the monks live in the 
strictest monastery in the world, and where the famous Grand Chartreuse liqueur, used 
at the Coronation, is made. An expedition to a ski station at Alpe-d' Muez was very 
interesting, but the scene seemed strangely incomplete without the snow. 

All too soon it was time to go home, and after a very pleasant Journey, and an afternoon 
in Paris, we boarded the 'plane and took our last look at France. I shall never forget the 
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beautiful scenery we saw, and the many interesting places we visited during those four 
weeks, but above all, I shall remember the kindness of our hosts, and, indeed, of everyone 
we met, for it was largely this which helped to make my first holiday abroad such a happy 
and unforgetable one. 

JB., V.A (F.). 

--0-- 

A LECTURE ON TECHNICAL BOOKS 
On October 6th, the school was visited by Mr. H. Thompson, Chief Librarian of the 

Technical department of Preston County Library. He came to give a talk to the Science 
Sixth on the wide range of books available for them in the County Library, both at Preston 
and Leyland. He brought a number of books with him to aid him in his explanations 
of the difference between dict1onanes ,encyclopredias and the other books available for 
reference, and what they offer for sixth form work. He also showed us books in pamphie 
form issued by vanous manufacturers which are sent to the libraries for use in reference 
work. Mr. Thompson also told us of the help we would be given by the Librarians. who 
would find out any information we wished to know, by co-operation with larger libraries 
if the material was not available in their own. 

When Mr. Thompson had finished speaking, Miss Dorothy Pearce. the librarian 
of Leyland County Library, and, incidentally, an Old Balshavian, added a \\Ord or 1wo 
concerning the Leyland branch. She told us that much of the material was available, but 
if anything further was required, she worked in conjunction with Preston and would do her 
utmost to obtain what was required. 

Afterwards we were given the opportunity of seeing the books and pamphlets for 
ourselves. 

The lecture was put to us in an extremely interesting way ; many of us found it verv 
helpful, and have been able to make use of the information to our great advantage, we hope, 
in passing our examinations. Since it was received so well, it is possible that the lecture 
may be repeated every two years, in order that all science sixth formers may know of the 
benefits to be found in the Technical department of the County Library. 

M.K.S., U.VI (Cu.). 
--0-- 

SCHOOL VISITS 
(l) VISIT TO" L'AVARE" BY MOL.IEiRE 

On the evening of Wednesday, November 16th the French Section of the Sixth Form 
went to see a presentation of' " L'Avare " by La Troupe Francaise at the Catholic College, 
Preston. 

"L'Avare " is a mixture of comedy and tragedy. Serious scenes are followed by comic 
scenes and comic scenes by serious scenes. This alteration in scenes calls for considerable 
acting ability on the part of the actor who plays Harpagon and Guy Dalan was not deficient 
in this respect. His portrayal of Harpagon was masterly as was testified by the reaction 
of the audience---at one moment laughing at his antics, at the next silenced by his evil gaze. 

Gaston Richer gave to the parts of La Fleche and Maitre Jacques his usual verve, 
Elise was ably portrayed by Odile Calvet but Marie-Therese de Millot gave a rather insipid 
portrayal of Mariane ; her expression and tone of voice hardly changed throughout the 
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