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JOHN HAYDOCK 
High-Class Butcher 
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FINEST ENGLISH AND SCOTCH FED 
BEEF, MUTTON AND LAMB. 
Also CANTERBURY LAMB. 
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Orders receive prompt and personal attention. 

Deliveries Daily. 
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BEEF and PORK SAUSAGE. BRAWN and DRIPPING. 
All made on the Premises. A trial solicited. 

103 Towngate 
LEYLAND 

Phone 81001 
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COAL COAL! COAL !!! 

BEST DRAWING ROOM 
COAL A SPECIALITY 

FIRST GRADE QUALITY OF 
OTHER COAL AND NUTS 

Crushed Coke and Large Coke 
at reasonable prices 

Special Prices for 20-cwt. or over 

$--$9$$9$0609 

• POET#s» 
Linton House, Golden Nill 

LEYLAND 
Telephone 81067 

Phone 81195 

J. HEATON & SON 
Furnishing and General 

Ironmongers 

MANUAL INSTRUCTION, 
ENGINEERS', JOINERS' and BUILDERS' TOOLS. 

GARDEN SPADES, SHOVELS, FORKS, TROWELS, 
BARROWS and ROLLERS. 

MOTOR and HAND LAWN MOWERS 

;ARGE STOCKS OF ROOFING FELT, 
WIRE NETTING, etc. 

vf, A GOOD SELECTION OF ALUMINIUM, 
wE ''NAMEL and CAST HOLLOW ARE. 

53 
& 54 Towngate, Leyland 
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THE BALSHA VIAN 
(The official organ of Balshaw's Grammar School, Leyland). 

Editor:-Briggs C. A. Sub-Editors:--N. Hey and Haydock J. 

VOL. X.-No. I. SPRING TERM, 1934. PRICE Gd. 

EDITORIAL 
The Autumn and Spring Terms this year have been two of the busiest within our 

recollection. For this reason we feel justified in presenting a Magazine containing many 
accounts of school activities and perhaps fewer original contributions than we would have 
wished. 

It is to be regretted that the great bulk of the original work comes from the Junior 
and Middle Schools. Is it too much to ask that scribes of the Upper School try their 
hands at one contribution at least ? Moreover, while we are content not to encroach on the 
preserves of Punch, we are bound to admit that this Magazine is a somewhat staid affair. 
Humorous writing is, perhaps, the hardest in which to achieve success but we expect that 
we shall improve on this side in our next issue. 

The Editor. 
--o-- 

SCHOOL NOTES 

THE SCHOOL 
FROM THE 
NORTH EAST 

Boys. 

PREFECTS OF THE SCHOOL. 

Head Prefect: Briggs C. A. 

Prefects: Fishwick J., Stringfellow C. D., Nelson T., 
Haydock J. 

Sub-Prefects: Procter R., Greenwood A. 

Girls. Head Prefect: A. Nuttall. 

Prefect: E. Sharples. 

Sub-Prefects: H. Baron, M. Holden, I. Edelston, K. Iddon, 
I. Haydock. 

On March 1st and 2nd, at 7.30 p.m., the School Dramatic Society will present Sheridan's 
«The Rivals," in the School Hall. Prices of admission will be 1 /3 and 2/4 and we are 
expecting an even better production than last year's "Midsummer Night's Dream." 
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In order than old students may get in touch with other old students who have just 
left School we are including a register of names and addresses of all old pupils who have 
left School since September, I931. This will be revised and brought up to date from time 
to time and will always appear on the last pages of each issue of the Magazine. 

On Wednesday, October 18th, Professor T. H. Pear, M.A., B.Sc., of Manchester 
University, lectured to the School on "Listening to Music." Professor Pear's rare visits 
are always appreciated and this was certainly no exception. An account will be found in 
this issue of the Magazine. 

By arrangement with the Preston Grasshoppers' R.U.F.C. we were able to see W. W. 
Wakefield's film, "Rugger," in the Hall on Wednesday night, November 8th. The film and 
the running commentary on it were of real value, we hope, to the boys with their limited 
knowledge of the game's finer points. 

We have now had two of the series of concerts given at the School under the auspices 
of the Incorporated Society of Musicians. 

The first, on December 1st, was given by Lucy Pierce (Pianoforte) and Hamilton 
Harris (Bass), and the second, on January 26th, was by the Edgar Knight Pianoforte Trio. 
Both concerts were well supported and enthusiastically received. 

The third concert in the series will be given by Miss Mabel Norton (Soprano) and Miss 
Ethel Cook (Pianoforte), on March 16th, at 7.0 p.m. 

A Xmas Cake Exhibition was held in the Domestic Science Room on December 
20th, to which parents and friends were invited. There was quite a good attendance for 
this comparatively small function. 

On October 27th the Osiris Players presented "Julius Caesar" in the School Hall. 
This performance, the first given in the School by an outside body, was surprisingly effective 
and was well received by the whole School. 

The Vlth form pupils of the Lancashire Secondary Schools paid their annual visit 
to the University of Manchester on November 28th. This year the School had the privilege 
of providing the proposer of the vote of thanks to the University authorities and to the 
lecturer, Mr. Mead, who spoke on "Life in China." An account of the visit will be found 
later in this issue. 

Speech Day was on December 15th this year. The prizes were distributed by H. G. M. 
Clarke, Esq,, M.A., Head Master of Rossall School, who was welcomed by a large audience 
of parents and friends. A full account of the proceedings will be found later in this 
Magazine. 
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This Term the School has joined the Junior Book Club. This means that the difficulty 
of getting books suitable for children in the Library has been overcome, since such books 
are now selected by a committee well qualified for such work. 

We congratulate Farington House on heading the Merit Order for work for the fourth 
term in succession. 

Sports Day this year will be held on April 21st. We hope for better weather than last 
year and an even greater attendance than the year before. 

All four Houses held parties last term and the Prefects' Social will be held on the 
last Saturday in this term, March 24th. 

There has been a revival of interest in amateur dramatics in the Lower School. Both 
Forms I and Ilb have produced plays this term, and on January 30th Form I went to the 
Manchester Opera House to see "Peter Pan." 

We have to acknowledge receipt of Magazines from the following Schools and 
Colleges :-Queen Mary's School, Lytham ; Faraday House ; Melbourne Girls' High 
School, Australia ; Steyning Grammar School ; Preston Grammar School ; Convent School, 
Preston ; Preston Catholic College; Wellingborough Grammar School ; Hutton Grammar 
School ; Chorley Grammar School ; Wigan Grammar School ; Newton-in-Makerfield 
Grammar School; Lewes County School; Upholland Grammar School. 

--o-- 

SPEECH DAY 
The Annual Speech Day was held on Friday evening, Dec. 15th, 1933, in the School 

Hall. Mr. H. G. M. Clarke, Headmaster of Rossall, presented the prizes, and there was 
a good attendance of parents and friends while the pupils filled the gallery. The Rev. H. 
Bretherton, Mr. W. Nelson, and the Rev. T. Priestnall, of the governors, supported the 
chairman, Mr. J. B. Cardwell, on the platform. 

The Headmaster, in his Report, pointed out that in spite of hard times generally, the 
numbers of the School had again increased and now stood at the record level of 285, a 
gratifying increase. The number of Higher School Certificates obtained-five-was more 
than that of the previous year and the School Certificate work had maintained a steady 
level. He was not less pleased to dwell on the variety of outside interests-dramatic per­ 
formances, school visits, concerts, etc.--all of which meant that the pupils were obtaining 
some experience both in working themselves at such activities, and observing how others, 
and professionals conducted them. He referred specially to the doings of the Old Students 
whose Annual Dinner recently had been well attended and whose Dramatic Society was 
to produce a full-length play. 

3 
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Mr. Clarke, after presenting the prizes, spoke of the necessity for adjusting the many 
and complex problems of this age ; he compared the industrial machine to a bicycle at which 
we must learn to tinker if we were to learn how to keep it in going order. Education was the 
only key which could unlock the future, and above all this education must, he believed, 
build on a Christian basis. Morality was of no less importance than Science. 

Mr. Bretherton, in proposing the Vote of Thanks, expressed his gratitude for a speech 
both thoughtful and inspiring. Mr. Clarke had touched on the most important problem of 
the day-the part to be played by education in rebuilding the post-war world. He would 
have liked him, however, to have defined his terms, and then would have broken a lance 
with him. 

Mr. H. J. Lomax, seconding, said he wished to express his gratitude to Mr. Clarke 
for emphasising that their schools were concerned with providing more than a business 
training. Mr. Clarke had given them the Articles of Faith of the New Education. 

Mr. W. Nelson voiced the thanks of the meeting to Mr. Cardwell, of whom he spoke 
with appreciation as a chairman. Mr. Priestnall seconded. 

In the course of the evening, the choir sang two songs and are especially to be con­ 
gratulated on their rendering of Elgar's "My love dwelt in a northern land." 

(The list of prize-winners and programme of proceedings are printed in full at the end 
of this issue). 

E.A. (Up. VI.), Clayton. 
-0-- 

behind yelling with such enthusiasm that he had to shout. Perhaps the most moving moment 
in the play was where Brutus offers the soldiers his sword. The slave's "Give me your hand 
first" was unforgettable. 

The players declared that the audience had helped them very much by their apprecia­ 
tion, so evidently both sides of the curtain enjoyed it. 

Theirs is a strenuous life. That afternoon they had given "The Tempest" at Ormskirk 
and that night they had to return to Wigan. We are hoping to see them again in the near 
future. 

C.S.H. 
--o-- 

MY YEAR IN THE UNITED ST ATES 

The Visit of the Osiris Players in "Julius Casar" 
To perform "Julius Caesar" with only seven players would in itself be a remarkable 

achievement. The Osiris Players not only did this but also gave a performance which gripped 
from the very beginning and kept this high note of dramatic intensity to the end. Not a 
single false note was struck. That the audience were very much impressed was evident 
from the excited babble between scenes and the sudden hush when the curtains parted. 

Here was Shakespeare without frills. No elaborate settings, no wonderful sound effects, 
no marshalling of great crowds. A single cyclorama with curtains, skilful lighting, a realistic 
impression of a thunderstorm, and that was all. One felt that without any setting at all 
the players could have given just as impressive a performance. The play was left to speak for 
itself and the diction was always good and often beautiful, a great lesson for the members 
of the School Dramatic Society who were naturally there in strength. 

The sincerity of the actors impressed the audience at once. They knew it was "going 
to be good." There were different favourites but all were agreed that Brutus was out­ 
standing. The sinister and satirical Casca won much admiration while some of the younger 
people were quite terrified by Caesar's gruesome appearance, having seen him slain once. 
Anthony's great speech in the Forum Scene was extremely effective, "the crowd" (of five) 
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Creatures of habit we certainly are, for few of us can return to our accustomed routine 
without wondering in our minds if we have ever left it. The same familiar sights and sounds 
which once gave us pleasure all appeal to us more now. And yet we have realised in our 
absence that ours is not the only way, and our corner of the earth, although it may well 
stand first for us, is not the only habitation. 

We have often wondered what anyone could admire in a new world who had lived 
among "the upland grass with larks singing, the stilly drip in coverts when sun came after 
rain, gorse on wind-blown commons, horses turning and turning at the end of the long 
mole-coloured furrows; river waters now bright, now green-tinged beneath the willows ; 
thatch and its wood smoke, swathed hay meadows ; tawnied corn-fields ; the bluish 
distance beyond and the ever-changing sky." And yet in this new world the skylines of 
towering pinnacles, the ceaseless surge of humanity, the constant azure of sea and sky, the 
silky rustle of the stately palm, the shrill call of the laughing bird, deep gorges and 
rushing torrents-these scenes too have their attraction. 

Among them lived human beings from all parts of the world. Some had probably left 
such surroundings as I, but unlike myself, they were probably not returning, and having 
found the same need of old well-known customs in their neighbours' lives, there had grown 
up an amazing sense of hospitality among them. American hospitality is lavish. Britishers 
do not understand it and are sceptical. They wonder if it can be sincere. Living as I did, 
a stranger in a strange land, I should say it was undoubtedly so. Perhaps G. B. Shaw was 
right and we English love our privacy too much. He says, "The English have a sense of 
privacy very strongly. The reason that an Englishman very often fails in business where 
an American would succeed is that an Englishman, if he opens a shop, or if he opens a hotel 
or any place of business, instead of welcoming a customer, he cannot help feeling that the 
customer is an abominable intruder who has not had a proper introduction." 

The first few weeks in a new country and in totally new surroundings, I must admit, 
were a little trying. We have the same speech and yet I had to modify mine to obtain what 
I wanted. Such confusion ensued when I asked for a reel of cotton, and I only discovered 
after lengthy argument that I should have said a spool of thread. The pupils, I believe, 
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thought the school had certainly introduced a real foreigner when I asked them for drawing 
pins in place of thumb tacks, and I really felt a deep feeling of sympathy was extended 
to me when a small boy ventured to say one day, "You see Miss Milroy, it will take us a 
little while to understand one another." 

I could not at first convince myself that there was such a marked difference in tone 
and inflexion as I believe now that there is, so I decided to spend one Saturday morning in 
Harrisburg proving that I could speak American and get away with it. I sensed vaguely in 
many shops that my venture was not a success for the assistants smiled as though they 
were enjoying a secret joke and finally I had to acknowledge that there must be some subtle 
difference when I had talked to my "barber" for five minutes in my best American and 
he politely asked, "And how are you liking it over here ? I knew you immediately by your 
speech. 

The school cafeteria, still a novel experiment in most English schools, presented some 
difficulty. Walking in a queue past various small dishes of different colours, wondering 
all the time what they could contain, purely ignorant of American cooking and very conscious 
of the amused gaze of dozens of hungry waiting pupils, I felt I could not be accused of 
stupidity when I arrived one of those first days at the cash desk with an empty tray-and 
had to return to pace the· course again. 

I was not embarrassed for long for that feeling of tolerance and friendship which was 
so striking among the pupils and staff put me at my ease almost at once and I began to enjoy 
myself. We discussed our differences amicably, and if not always agreeing, eventually under­ 
standing and sympathising with each other's points of view and problems. 

More than ever are we brought to realise, these days, that we cannot live as a country 
apart, and moreover with the advantages of modem progress we can sweep away what once 
we looked upon as our "splendid" isolation. 1933 marked the flight of Captain and Mrs. 
Mollison from England to U.S.A. in thirty-nine hours ; the historic formation flight of 
General Balbo, Italy's aviation minister, to the U.S.A. with a fleet of twenty-four boats ; 
the exhibition of the Royal Scot, England's fastest train, at the Chicago World Fair ; the 
visits to U.S.A. of Ramsay Macdonald, John Masefield and Bernard Shaw. Invention, 
speed, enterprise, all have linked us more closely with other countries so that we feel we 
must understand their inhabitants. 

I had my opportunity and found my visit a pleasing experience, and perhaps I have 
come to realise like others that it matters little if one has a deep love for a small green island 
where he was born and the other an affection for a country of vast possibilities. English culture 
and civilization are not our own creation nor are they peculiar to ourselves but part of a 
wide heritage, one branch of several which belong to the tree of Western civilization. 

Yet I am glad to be back-even if the wind outside is moaning, the rain dripping dis­ 
mally from the eaves, and the little lost drops coming down the chimney to fall and die 
with a hiss on the hot coals of the fire. 

A.M. 
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A TRUE ENGLISH SCHOLAR 
Is one not of this world. He lives in past ages, and is so much in company with the 

dead that it is a great wonder that he himself does not become a ghost. He is one without 
originality for almost every word and phrase is quoted from some long-dead writer. His 
thoughts arc in the clouds or on Mount Helicon, and it is with a visible effort that he comes 
back to earth. He regards those of his time with interest as though he had never seen them 
before ; unless they be of his kind, when their minds soar together to lose each other in 
the clouds. Yet he is never in such good company as when alone, and his books are his 
birth, life and death. Poetry is his food, he devours it with fervour and the older it be the 
more he seems to relish it. He is one that when come to earth, will appear struck to the 
heart by a misquotation of Shakespeare or Milton. He is above all a great analyst, and will 
name you the various elements in a composition, and tell you of their origin and discovery. 
He will indeed cut you the yards of it into feet. He is a man that should be well-fitted for 
the world, yet no man less so. All his experiences are second hand, and should similar 
experiences come to him he would be so busy labelling them that he would profit naught by 
his knowledge. He studies the Bible much and quotes it, not for its teaching, but because 
it is the best example of pure English. He loves to frighten young children with "words of 
learned length and thundering sound." Yet it is not a case of 

"And still they gazed, and still the wonder grew 
That one small head could carry all he knew." 

Instead the affrighted children turn tail and flee. If ever he should marry, we sincerely 
hope that he will remember that Love, though infallible in poetry, "will not light the kitchen 
fire." 

IH.B.H. (L.VI), Cuerden. 
--o-- 

The First "Incorporated Society of Musicians" Concert 
December I st, I 933 

1.-PIANOFORTE: 

(a) Variations on "The Harmonious Blacksmith" Handel 
(b) 'Two-part Invention, F major Bacli 
(c) Sonata in A major Scarlatti 

MISS LUCY PIERCE. 

2.-SONGS: 

(a) Recit and Air "Ye Twice ten hundred Deities" (from "The Indian 
Queen" 1695) Purcell 

(b) "I attempt from love's sickness" Purcell 
MR. HAMILTON HARRIS. 
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3.-PIANOFORTE: 

Sonata---G major (K 283) Jlilozart 

Allegro. 

Andante. 

Presto. 
MISS LUCY PIERCE. 

4.-SONGS : 
Arias (a) "Who treads the path of duty" (Magic Flute) Mozart 

(b) "From out thy casement glancing" (Don Giovanni) Mozart 
MR. HAMILTON HARRIS. 

5.--PIANOFORTE : 

(a) Impromptu--A Flat, Op. 142, No. 2....................................................,,,, Schubert 

(b) Moment Musical-F Minor, Op. 94, No. 3 Sclzubert 
(c) Impromptu--E Flat, Op. 90, No. 2 Sclzubert 

MISS LUCY PIERCE. 

6.-SONGS : 

(a) "Serenade'' Sclmbert 

(b) ''The Wanderer'' Sc/111bert 

(c) "Rest in Peace" Schubert 

(d) "The Minstrel" Sclmbert 

MR. HAMIL TON HARRIS. 

There was a splendid audience to hear the first of a series of concerts at the school 
arranged by the Incorporated Society of Musicians for December 1st last. It is gratifying 
to feel that the appeal of the great composers is powerful enough to support a venture of 
this sort. 

Miss Lucy Pierce and Mr. Hamilton Harris are artists of considerable technical skill, 
and their work shows taste and musical sensibility. Both are experienced performers­ 
on the platform and at the microphone ; and we consider ourselves fortunate indeed to 
have had the chance of hearing them. 

The programme admirably brought out the essential differences between Classical and 
Romantic composers. Bach, Handel, Purcell and Mozart exhibited the classical characteris­ 
tics of form and beauty ; to them, music was just pure, beautiful sound. Schubert, on the 
other hand, was a true romantic-he insisted on feeling, sincerity and sentiment ; to him, 
form was a secondary consideration. 
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Mr. Harris made us aware of the essential romanticism of Schubert. His rendering of 
"The Wanderer" was superb ; he took full advantages of the chances offered to a basso­ 
cantante voice---for in this song there is broad melody, sorrow and animation, and a number 
of high and low E's to go at. We liked, too, his "Rest in Peace." This is a most difficult 
song to sing, taxing both the technical control and the singer's taste. An exquisitely refined 
mezza voice is called for in the first two stanzas, with their long-drawn melodic line ; and 
a power of expansion is required in the slow, crescendo ascent towards the end in the third 
stanza. The whole music is just limpidness, and calls for extremely subtle mastery. 

A word of criticism, however. We realise, of course, that a song translated from another 
language loses a good deal of its artistic value. But Mr. Harris' choice of translation was 
scarcely felicitous. To take but the title: does "Rest in Peace" convey the same idea as 
the original German title, "Du Bist die Ruh?" In the song, the poet (Ruckert) is addressing 
Love as a giver of peace. Surely "Thou who art Peace" is the obvious translation. Perhaps 
it is a mistake to sing a song in any language but the original ; for, apart from consideration 
of rhyme, rhythm and phraseology there is the difficulty of fitting suitable vowels to long­ 
held notes. 

The "Serenade" provided a charming performance, and those who look for loveliness 
of melody and sympathy of voice can scarcely have been disappointed. Unfortunately 
a charming performance is not right. The song requires ardour and imagination ; it is 
no formal serenade, but an effusion of Youth's desire. The majority who attempt this song 
merely succeed in revolting us ; a few (of whom Mr. Harris is one) may succeed in charming 
us ; but only one man (Chaliapine) has ever succeeded in inspiring us. Only he can make 
the song live. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Harris pleased us by his recognition of many subtle points. There 
is the subtlety of the rests, for instance; in this song they are placed very artfully. After 
each of the earlier phrases, the singer pauses whilst the piano echoes the cadence, as if 
suggesting the lover straining his ears for a reply, but merely hearing, instead, the echo of 
his own song. 

"The Minstrel" roused the audience to enthusiasm. Mr. Harris sang it with spirit, 
though honour is certainly also due to Miss Pierce for her remarkably fine accompaniment. 
Schubert's art is dual in its nature ; his melodic line depends again and again on accom­ 
panying figures and harmonies. Everything in Schubert's songs depends upon an under­ 
standing between piano and voice. 

Mr. Harris's choices from the Classical period were two Airs from Mozart. The Don 
Giovanni Air was pleasing ; the Magic Flute Air gave us the usual disappointment. "Who 
Treads the Path of Duty" (0 Isis and Osiris) requires a bass quality such as very few basses 
can give. But even then, the Air is difficult to make effective. For, if taken too slow, the 
song drags ; if taken too fast the words are deprived of due gravity and weight. Mr. Harris 
appeared over-anxious to ensure full weight to the words. 

The best of the pianoforte solo groups was undoubtedly the first. The Scarlatti Sonata 
was superbly played and we are grateful to Miss Pierce for the chance of hearing a work 
of this rather neglected composer. 
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