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Philosopher : ' Fie, fie, fie ! What unseemliness !" 

SCENES FROM SCHOOL DRAMATIC 
SOCIETY PRODUCTIONS, 1957 

.. The Prodigious Snob " 

Dorimene:" You see, Dorante, a starving woman, not made for abstinence 
and self-denial." 

SCENES FROM SCHOOL DRAMATIC 
SOCIETY PRODUCTIONS, 1957 

"The Prodigious Snob" 
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EDITORIAL 
The past year has been a momentous one in many ways. When Queen Elizabeth II 

succeeded to the throne in 1953 it was hoped that her reign would be remembered in years 
to come for "a spaciousness and spirit of high endeavour comparable to that which 
characterised the reign of her great namesake." Already we are seeing these hopes fulfilled. 
Many discoveries are being made and much knowledge gained as a result of the National 
Geophysical Year, of which two of the most impressive features have been the discovery 
of an overland route to the South Pole, and the recent success in man's attempt to 
conquer space. Throughout these events that same undaunted enthusiasm, which must 
have accompanied Drake's first voyage round the world, has been much in evidence. In 
the midst of these great achievements our school activities may seem trivial, yet they are 
of paramount importance if we are to play our parts successfully in this New World. 

--o-- 

SCHOOL NOTES 
SCHOOL PREFECTS AND SUB-PREFECTS, 1957-8 

BoYs. Head Boy: Swift, R. D. Prefects: Knapman, R. K., Graham, W., Ainscough, E.» 
Farrer, C. D. H., Ormand, T. A., Worthington, A. A., Dawber, R. P. R. 
Ingham, M. F. Sub-Prefects: Wilford, C. ·J. B., Greenwood, D. J., Salisbury, 
P. A., Bellis, G., Burnett, D. P., Carefoot, W. C., Entwistle, J. T., Heyes, R., 
Lucas, J., Oliver, J. G., Barber, H. E., Dean, K. F., Entwistle, H., Howe, P. D., 
Turner, N. C., Waring, J. J. 

GIRLS. Head Girl: R. C. Hosker. Prefects: I. Wilson, M. V. Ashton, J. Bailey, K. M. 
Savage, J. Moore. Sub-Prefects : J. Cairns, B. E. Hawkes, M. J. Simpson, 
D. K. Norris, B. Cookson, M. Hodson, D. Crook, S. B. Walkden, M. Stazicker, 
D. Mee, M. H. Allison, B. M. Clegg, V. E. Metcalfe. 

We wish to thank all those who have contributed in any way to this year's Balshavian, 
especially Miss Doherty, whose name does not appear among the editorial staff. 

We welcome Miss Leach and Mr. Smith, both Old Students, who occupy the positions 
vacated by Mr. Leatherbarrow and Miss Cummins, to whom we send our best wishes 
for the future. In addition we congratulate Mr. Smith upon his marriage to Miss Gwyneth 
Hall, who was also a pupil at this school, and we wish them every happiness. 

Speech Day was held on Monday, December 16th, 1957, when Mr. K. M. Grayson, 
M.A., Assistant Master at Malvern College, and an Old Boy of the School, distributed the 
pnzes. 

An appreciation of this year's School Play, "The School for Scandal," will be found 
elsewhere in the magazine. 

Several changes have been made in School Societies. Mr. Speakman has started an 
Agricultural Society, Mr. Wilkinson has re-started the Chess Society, and Miss Leach has 
started a Junior Arts and Crafts Society. 
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A memorial service conducted by the Rev. Humphrey Bretherton, M.A., was held in 
the School Hall on Friday, June 28th, 1957, at which a Memorial Tablet and two Memorial 
Seats were dedicated to the memory of those Old Balshavians who 'gave their lives in the 
Second World War. 

An interesting lecture was given on October 18th by Dr. J. M. Simpson, B.SC., PH.D., 
on " The Origins of the Earth." 

We congratulate Bourn, A. J. R, and Swift, R. D., on being awarded State Scholar­ 
ships, and Swift on gaining an Open Scholarship in Natural Science at Downing College, 
Cambridge. 

Our congratulations also go to Ogden, I. W,, and Swarbrick, R., on winning Stanning 
Memorial Awards ; and Hoole, A., who won the A. E. Hocking Memorial Prize. 

We further congratulate Audrey Singleton, who obtained a 1st in Modern Greats 
(Politics, Philosophy, Economics) at St. Hilda's College, Oxford. She has since passed an 
examination for the Administrative Class of the Civil Service, and has entered the G.P.O. 
with the rank of Assistant Principal. 

In an exciting final match, the School Tennis Tournament, 1957, was won by Miss 
Ball and Mr. Speakman, who defeated Susan Davidson and Farrer, C.D. H. 

We congratulate Knapman, R. K., who again played Rugby for the Lancashire 
County Schoolboys' XV, and Smith, R., serving in the R.A.F., who has played for Bomber 
Command. 

We have heard of many marriages of Old Students, and we send our best wishes to 
John Bainbridge and Miss E. Birchall, William Blyth and Miss P. Sharp, M. D. Simpson 
and Delphine Swarbrick, Edna Sanders and Mr. G. Riding, Glenys Hothersall and Mr. M. 
Taylor, Margaret Ward and Flt.-Lt. K. F. Sanderson, Maureen Taylor and Mr. R. Frost, 
Audrey Makin and Mr. K. Bowling, Irene Shuttleworth and Mr. Taylor, Shirley Atherton 
and Mr. K. H. Ferris, and Vera Swarbrick and Mr. Heaton. 

We congratulate the following pupils, who obtained their General Certificate of 
Education at Advanced Level (N.U.J.M.B.) and at Ordinary Level (Oxford Delegacy): 
ADVANCED: 

Bourn, A. J. R., Brennand, W. J., Dawber, R. P. R., Fishwick, G., Goff, B. C., Graham, W., Gray, B., 
Hoole, A., Ingham, M. F., Jolly, W., Knapman, R. K., Marsden, J. B., Martland, J. R., Nelson, P., 
Ryding, G. N., Singleton, B. J., Slattery, R. L., Swift, R. D., Thomas, D. C., Thwaite, B., Ward, D. W., 
Worthington, A. A. 

M. Allison, J. Ayrton, J. J. Boswell, L. C. Butterfield, V. Kelly, A. Lambert, A. Manchester, J. E. 
Parkinson, R. Paul, M. G. Smethurst, I. Wilson. 
ORDINARY (N.U.J.M.B.) :- . 

Ainscough, E., Baldwin, K., Farrer, C.D. H., Ormand, T. A., B. M. Floyd, D. R. Parkinson, M. A. 
Salmon. 

ORDINARY (Oxford Delegacy) : 
Anderson J. Bannister, A., Brown, J. G., Byers, G., Cunliffe, W. G., Damp, A. F., Davies, J. A., 

Dean, K. F, pin, R., Eritwisite, H., Fell, J, Gil, j., 'Gillibrand, L. H, Go, B._C., Goodman, C., 
Harper, F. A., Higham, James N., Higham, John N., Holden, A., Hothersall, R., King, E. G., Knipe, C.D., 
Liptrot, E. A., Macauley, R. J. L,, Marsden, A. M., Marland, T. D., Nelson, B., Parr, F. D. H., Rawcliffe, 
G., Riding, B., Riding, J. B., Rukin, D., Rushton, A., Rutter, J., Salisbury, P. A., Scott, I J. F., Shimmin, 
D., Singleton, B. R., Sisson, J., Smith, S. G., Summers, C., Summers, D. G., Swarbnck, R., Taylor, D. B., 
Taylor,' D. E., Thwaite, L., Wilford, C. J. B., Wilkins, D., Woods, R. G. 

M. H. Allison, M. Ashton, B. A. Askew, D. Atkinson, M. Ball, M. A. Bluck, A. Bradshaw, B. Brether­ 
ton, N. Burns, G. A. Carter, M. E. Clayton, B. M. Clegg, B. Cookson, S. M. Davidson, E. M. Dawson, 
C. M. Dean, S. M. Evans, J. E. Fletcher, E. Flood, O. Gillibrand, S. Gow, M. Halliwell, P. A. Halliwell, 
0. M. Halsall, B. A. Hands, H. Hesketh, J. Higginson, J. C. Holmes, K. R. Howard, J. B. Hughes, P. A. 
Hughes, V. M. Iddon, S. Kelly, S. M. Longton, P. Maddocks, C. Markus, D. Mee, V. E. Metcalfe, J. M. C. 
Murdoch, C. Okell, L. Parker, S. A. Parker, Marilyn Phillips, Muriel Phillips, V. A. A. Preston, D. J. 
Ryding, B. Robertson, M. N. Sedgwick, C. 'C. Seed, D. Shuttleworth, I. Siinmons-Lowe, E. M. Slater, 
C. A. Smith, P. M. Smith, S. Southworth, D. Stackhouse, M. Stazicker, J. Swarbnck, E. M. Taylor, S. A. 
Tomlinson, P. J. Townley, S. J. Walmsley. 
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The following have gone to Universities and Training Colleges :-- 
. Jolly, W., to _Birmingham University ; Campbell, R. J., to Hull University; Marsden, J. B., to 

Liverpool University ; Bourn, A. J. R., to London University; V, Kelly, Hoole, A., to Manchester 
University ; Fishwick, G., Singleton, B. J., Slattery, R. L., Thwaite, B., to Manchester College of Tech­ 
nology ; Nelson, P., to University of North Wales ; Thomas, D. C., to Nottingham University · Ward 
D. W., to Manchester University. " ' " 

Hughes, M. D. (Didsbury T.C.) ; Martland, J. R. (Chester T.C.) ; C. H. Booth (Bingley T.C.) ;J.E 
Parkinson (Leeds T.C.) ; M. A. Salmon (Leeds T.C.) ; M. G. Smethurst (Leeds T.C) : E. M. Dawson 
(Leeds College of Domestic Science) ; A. Lambert (St. Katharine's T.C., Liverpool) ; J. Ayrton (Manchester 
College of Domestic Science) ; A. Manchester (Southlands T.C.) ; V. J. Elliott {Langham Tower.. TC 
Sunderland) ; B. M. Floyd (Trent Park T.C.) ; L. C. Butterfield (Wentworth Castle T.CJ ; D. R. Parkinson 
(Wentworth Castle T.C.) ; J. M. Higgins (Gloucestershire College of Domestic Science). 

We acknowledge with thanks the receipt of the following magazines:­ 
The Beaver, The Chorleian, The Georgian, The Hoghtonian, The Huttonian, The Magazine of Ormskirk 

Grammar School, The Red Rose, The Rossallian, Wigan Grammar School Magazine. 

-o-- 

SALVETE 
To Clayton House : S. M. Baxendale, B. Bleasdale, J. M. Hill, E. M. Houghton, K. U. Jackson, C. A. 

Lyon, J. K. Montwill, S. Parkington, L. B. Pepys, B. J. Pinder, L. M. Richardson, S. M. Rothwell, G. 
Sumner, K. A. Taylor, S. M. Watkinson. Blackhurst, R., Bourn, R. D. L., Briers, D. L., Parker, S. M., 
Ryding, S. T., Tilston, C. D. 
, To Cuerden House : W. Annal, M. E, Agnew, E. Baker, B. A. Christie, E. A. Hoyle, P. S. V. Marsden, 

J
. LG. Morn~, A. C. Nelson, K. Smalley, J. M. Sowman, B. M. Tattersall, B. M. Wilcock, P. Wilson. Cooper, 
. ., Dickinson, P. T., Elhott, W. F., Lawton, D. F., Roocroft, N., Trafford, W., Wright, F. 

To Farington House : B. J. Ainsworth, S. M. Beaver, C. Blundell, A. Booth, A. Bretherton, K. P. 
{[{{eaves,_K. Harrison, D. Hewitson, J. M. Hill, E. Jenkins, A. M. Lee. J D. Marsden, J, Mitchell, L. A. 
jllips, J. Smgleton, C. Stafford, C. A. Stubbings, S. Whitney, L. M. Wilford. Blundell, J., Gray, M., 

Milloy, G. T., Moore, G., Shorrock, J.P., Walley, M. J. 
To Worden House: C. M. Beattie, M. J. Brennand, A. B. Carter, P. A. Challender, M. Croston, 

M. Elliott, J. Iddon, S. E. Nixon, R. V. Pickup, P. J. Richards, D. E. Robbins, D. Robinson, P. A. Sephton, ~- 'i:, Sharrock, J. Summers, J. Swarbnck, R. A. Weaver. Baker, J., Baldwin, P. W., Britton, C.R., Chilton, 
5';'sger, K, Dean, G. H., Eckton. N. H., Forshaw, B. R., Gott, G. R., Henderson, L. J,, Park, G., 
m er, ., Ryding, K., Turbitt, S. E., Walters, P. T. 

--o-- 

BOYS :­ 
Boum, A.J. R.-U.VI (Cl.). Head Boy 1956-7. House Captain 1956-7. G.C.E.(O.) 1954. G.C.E.(A.) 

1956. School 1st Rugby XV 1953-7. Captain 1956-7. School !st Cricket X1 1953-57. Captain 1955-7. 
ichool Cross Country VIII 1953-57. Captain 1955-57. Rugby, Cricket, Cross Country Colours. School 

1 
lay 1955, 6, 7. Carol Chelf. Baldwin, K.-U.VI (Cl.). School Prefect. G.C.E.(0.) 1954, 1957. School it Rugby XV. School Cross Country Vlll. Cross Country Colours. Victor Ludorum 1957. School Play 
{aid,w.J,A-Uyr (y.). School Prefect, G.CE(O) 1954. 'G.C.E.(A) 1957, Rugby Knockouts, 
opy, B. C.-U.VI (F.). School Prefect. G.C.E.(O.) 1954. G.C.E.(A.) 1957. School 2nd Rugby xv: 

Cricket and Rugby Knockouts. Hoole, A.--U.NI (W.). School Prefect. House Captain 1956-7. G.C.E.(O.) 
1954. G.C.E.(A.) 1956, 7. School !st Cncket XI. School 2nd Rugby XV. Cricket and Rugby Leagues and 
Knockouts. Cncket Colours. Nelson, P.--U.NI (W.), School Prefect. House Captain 1956-7. G.C.E.(O.) 
1954. G.C.E.(A.) 1957. School 1st Rugby XV. Cricket and Rugby Knockouts. School Play 1954. Ward 
D. W.-U.VI (W.). School Prefect. G.C.E.(O) 1955. G.C.E.(A.) 1957. School Rugby !st XV Rugby 
Knockouts. School Play. School Choir. Thomas, D. C.-U.VI (Cl.). School Prefect. G.C.E.(0.) 1955. 
G.C.E.(A.) 1957. School 1st Rugby XV. Rugby Colours. Cricket Leagues. School Play. Marr/and J.R 
;'(Cy)_school Prefect.[House capiaii. Gc.ro) isss _Gcia.j issi, 'school is Rily xv 
chool 1st Cricket Team. Rugby Colours. Cricket Colours. School Play. School Brass Band. 'Carol 

Choir. Fishwick G.--School Sub-Prefect. G.C.E.(0.) 1955. G.C.E.(A.) 1957. School 1st Rugby XV. 
Rugby Colours. Cricket and Rugby Leagues and Knockouts. Ormand, T. A.--School Prefect. House 
Captain. G.C.E.(O.) 1955, 1957. School 1st Rugby XV. School 2nd Cricket XI. Cricket and Rugby 

3 

VALETE 



THE BALSHAVIAN 

SCHOOL TENNIS 1st VI, 19S7 
Back row (left to right); B. A. Bidwell, B. A. Gold. 

Front row (left to right): J.J.Boswell, M. Halliwell, J. E, Parkinson, A. Manchester, 
Played 6 Won 6 Drawn O Lost 0 

SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY 1st VIII, 1957 
Back row (left to right) : Hughes, M. D., Ingham, M. F., Lucas, J 

Front row (left to right): Ainscough, E., Baldwin, K., Bcurn, A. J. R., Turner, N. C., Graham, W. 

Midsummer Term, 1958 

V.A (F.). G.C.E.(O.) 1957. School 2nd Rounders Team. Hockey, Rounders and Tennis Leagues. 
S. Davidson---V.B (W.). G.C.E.(O.) 1957. School !st Tennis Team. School 1st Rounders Team. Hockey, 
Rounders and Tennis Leagues and Knockouts. School Choir. A. C. Duuon-V.B (Cl.). S. M. Evans­ 
V.B (Cl.). G.C.E.(0.) 1957. J.E. Fletcher-V.C (CJ.). G.C.E.(O.) 1957. School Choir. £. Flood-\'.C (Cl.). 
G.C.E.(O.) 1957. 'Hockey Leagues and Knockouts. Rounders Leagues. O. Gillibrand---V.C (F.). G.C.E. 
(0.) 1957. School Choir. S. Gow-V.A (W.). G.C.E.(O.) 1957. Hockey Leagues and Knockouts. Rounders 
Leagues. P.A. Halliwe/1-V.B (Cu.). G.C.E.(0.) 1957. B. A. Hands-V.B (Cu.). G.C.E.(0.) 1957. H. 
Hesketh---V.C (W.). G.C.E.(O.) 1957. Hockey Leagues. J. C. Holmes---V.A (Cu.). G.C.E.(O.) 1957. 
Hockey and Rounders Leagues and Knockouts. Tennis Leagues. K. R. Howard V.B (F.). G.C.E.(O.) 
1957. Carol Choir. J. B. Hughes-V.A (Cu.). G.C.E.(0.) 1957. P.A. Hughes-V.C (F.). G.C.E.(O.) 1957. 
School Choir. V. M. Jddon-V.C (Cl). G.C.E.(0.) 1957. School Choir. S. Kelly-V.B (Cl.). G.C.E.(0.) 
1957. S. M. Lo11g1011-V.B (F.). G.C.E.(0.) 1957. School 2nd Rounders Team. Rounders Leagues and 
Knockouts. Hockey Leagues. P. Maddocks--V.C (W.). G.C.E.(O.) 1957, Hockey, Rounders and Tennis 
Leagues and Knockouts. School Play. Carol Choir. J. M. C. Murdoch-V.C (F). G.CE.(O.) 1957. 
Hockey, Rounders and Tennis Leagues. S. Parker--V.A (F.), School 2nd Tennis VJ. Hockey Leagues. 
Tennis Leagues and Knockouts. Carol Choir. M. A.Phillips--V.C (F.), G.C.E.(O.) 1957. School Choir. 
M. Phillips---V.B (CL). G.C.E.(O.) 1957. Rounders Leagues. D. J. Ryding---V.A (Cu.). G.C.E.(O.) 1957. 
M. N. Sedgwick--V.B (W.), G.C.E.(0.) 1957. School 2nd Hockey XL D. Shuttleworth--V.A (CL). 
G.C.E.(O.) 1957. School 2nd Hockey XI. Hockey and Rounders Leagues and Knockouts. E. Slater-­ 
V.C (F.). G.C.E.(0.) 1957. M. Sia/er-\' .B (F.). C. A. Smith-V.A (CL). G.C.E.(O.) 1957. J, Swarbrick--­ 
V.C (CL). G.C.E.(O.) 1957. A. Taylor-V.B (F.). £. M. Taylor---V.B (W.). G.C.E.(O.) 1957. School 
1st Hockey XI. Hockey Colours. School Under 15 Rounders Team. Hockey and Rounders Leagues and 
Knockouts. S. A. Tomlinson--V.A (Cu.). G.C.E.(0.) 1957. J. Trafford-V.A (Q.). G.C.E.(O.) 1957 
School 2nd Hockey XI. Hockey and Rounders Leagues and Knockouts. B. Walmsley-- V .B (Cu.). Hockey 
and Rounders Leagues. S. J. Walmsley---V.B (F.). G.C.E.(O.) 1957. A. Parkinson-IV.C (Cu.). Hockey 
and Rounders Leagues. Hockey Knockouts. R. C. Wi/ford-IV.B (F.). M. Hampson-Jll.B C,V.). P.A. 
Crofts---IL.B (CI). M. E. Agnew-I.C (Cu.). L. A. Harrison---1.A (Cl), 

--0-- 

COUNTY ALDERMAN G. H. REDMAN, C.B.E. 
(CHAIRMAN OF THE GOVERNORS OF BALSHAW'S GRAMMAR SCHOOL, 1950 TO 1957) 

In his speech last Speech Day the Headmaster made the following reference to Mr. 
Redman's resignation as Chairman of the Governors of the School. 

"It has been my privilege to work with Mr. Redman for the many years during which 
he has been a member of the Board and in particular for the last seven years during which 
he has been Chairman. Under his wise and benevolent chairmanship the school has 
pro pered and gone from success to success and I would like to say publicly how very 
much we at the school have always appreciated his great interest on our behalf. We are 
very pleased to know that his connections with Balshaw's will not be severed as he will 
continue to sit as a member of the Board of Governors." 

--o-- 

SPEECH DAY, 1957 
On Monday, December 16th, 1957, the Annual Speech Day and Distribution of Prizes 

took place in the School Hall. Mr. K. M. Grayson, M.A., Assistant Master at Malvern 
College, who is himself an Old Boy of the School, distributed the prizes. 

The Proceedings opened with a group of songs by the School Choir : "The Arethusa," 
by Eric H. Thiman ; "II est bel et bon," an intricate madrigal by Passeread ; an arrange­ 
ment of The Little Road to Bethlehem," by Michael Head; and finally" In England, 
Merrie England," from Edward German's "Merrie England." 

. ~~ his address the Headmaster presented another successful report on the School's 
activities, both m examinations and on the games field. Mr Oldland pointed out that 

5 
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Grammar Schools in this country were, in the main, standing firm ~vhilst criticism usually 
of an egalitarian nature broke around them. He continued by saying that the Grammar 
Schools would like to see a strictly limited number of controlled experiments with the 
sole aim of finding the best way to provide for every child the maximum. opportunity 
of developing to the full his entire potentialities, but such experiments by their very nature 
must take time. 

Mr Oldland also referred to the resignation of the Chairman of the Governors, Mr. 
G. H. Redman, who, with his wife, hoped to go to Australia in the New Year. 

In his speech Mr. Grayson said that more and more obvious became the necessity for 
people of any nation, particularly Britain, to be able to think for themselves and weigh up 
the facts, often presented in a distorted form by the popular Press. The need for everyone 
to play a full, active part as a true citizen is greater than ever. The sort of person who 
was going to benefit from a Grammar School education was the sort of person who learned 
objectively about himself, about other people, and about the world. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Grayson was proposed and seconded and likewise one to 
the Vice-Chairman of the Board of Governors, Mr. Tomlinson. 

The proceedings closed with the singing of the National Anthem. 
R.C.H., U.VI (Cu.). 

--0-- 

THE SCHOOL PLAY 
This year's school play was Sheridan's "The School for Scandal," first produced at 

Drury Lane Theatre in 1777 when the playwright was twenty-_slX. It is one of the master­ 
pieces of 18th century drama combining so magnificently the vigour and charm of Restora­ 
tion comic drama with a good-tempered humour which has lost none of its edge with the 
passing of time. 

It consists of two themes carefully linked together. The story of the Teazles would 
ake a play by itself with Sir Peter the growling husband of tradition and his wife, an 
:1inost breathtakingly honest, charming, irritated woman ; but then_ there would be no 
background and no feeling that the social vultures are waiting to _alight and devour the 
scandal. The' school ' on the other hand would not make a play by itself, unless something 
happened to set its tongue to work. Its personages, even Mrs. Candour, are hardly persons 
at all, only types or labels. However, the play does not lack unity. There is the unity 
of atmosphere. The very air the Teazles and Surfaces breathe is charged with detraction. 
Native to that air is Joseph Surface, who urutes the two portions of the comedy and so 1s 
the most important character in the play. 

It was a happy circumstance therefore that Mr. Downer had available for this part 
Greenwood, whose performance was of almost professional excellence. He has a beautifully 
rich voice which he used to bring out every nuance of this study in hypocrisy, which, 
together with his gestures and stage presence, made one fee! impatient for his next entry. 
Wilford, as Sir Peter Teazle, presented a picture of a man in vigorous middle age rather 
than an elderly man. Here again the performance was excellent with its beautiful timing 
and movement combined with a powerful voice. Barbara Robertson, as Lady Teazle, 
from her first entry gave an enchanting performance, the lightness of her voice contrasting 
finely with the depth of Wilford's. Her skilful use o_f the fan completed a picture of a 
woman whom Sir Peter understandably found irresistible. 
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Charles Surface, of all the characters, is the one most true to life and his portrayal 
is thus one of the most difficult in the play. H. Entwistle gave us the assured performance 
which we have come to expect from him. Here again gesture, movement and diction were 
generally excellent. One wonders, however, whether in providing a suitable contrast to 
Greenwood's Joseph, Entwistle's Charles should have been a weaker character than the 
one he presented. 

The school dramatic society will undoubtedly feel the loss of these four players when 
they eventually leave. 

For the rest Robinson as Sir Oliver Surface and Jean Walsh as Maria gave thoroughly 
convincing performances. Margaret Luxton as Mrs Candour obviously knew her lines 
thoroughly but her delivery lacked variation. Valerie Preston as Lady Sneerwell gave a 
somewhat indifferent performance not at all in the line of the town dames of 17th and 
1 8th century drama. Barber and Oliver as Crabtree and Sir Benjamin Backbite respectively 
gave satisfactory perfonnances although here again their delivery lacked imaginative 
variation. 

These minor parts are of extreme importance and the scenes in which they appear, 
particularly in Lady Sneerwell's boudoir at the opening of the play, should be like a cadenza 
in which we are not concerned so much with the content as with the virtuosity of the 
performance. 

Sound performances were given by Turner as Snake, Taylor as Moses and Swift as 
Rowley, although this Rowley was not the kind, shrewd old retainer one might have 
expected. The least successful performances were those of the cronies of Charles Surface. 
Heyes was somewhat too boisterous and unrelenting as Careless ; admittedly another 
difficult part. 

Yet taken all round this was a presentation to be remembered for the general excellence 
of all those who laboured on and off the stage. We can remember the charming singing 
of Barbara Hitchon ; the way in which Margaret Harrison called upon to act as stand-in 
for Valerie Preston, when not required in that role, willingly helped with the make-up ; 
and the fine toilette table constructed for Lady Sneerwell's boudoir by Shires. 

The sets skilfully designed by Miss Whewell and constructed by Mr. Hewartson and 
a host of technical assistants created an illusion of space which was enhanced by the lighting 
of Mr. Speakman and his team and the furniture supplied by Edward Nield of Preston. 

The costumes by Miss Whewell, Miss Ball and Watts of Manchester together with 
suitable make-up by Mrs. Ife, Mrs. Pickersgill and a band of worthy Sixth Form girls, 
provided us with many colourful scenes. - 

All the scenes were linked by the music of Handel and Mozart aptly chosen by Mr. 
Black. 

To Mr. Rigby, the stage manager, must go the credit for the co-ordination and smooth 
running of all the back-stage activities. His team changed the sets noiselessly and with 
amazing rapidity. 

In front of the curtain Miss Rahill, Miss Moss and Mr. Smith guided affairs with the 
precision we have come to expect over the years. 

Finally to Mr. Downer we owe our sincerest thanks for a production of which the 
school may be Justly proud. Few people in the audience could have any idea of the con­ 
centrated energy, the planning and the hard grinding activity necessary before such a 
performance could be put before them. This is not just one year's endeavour, it is the 
perenially conscientious and heroic task which Mr. Downer undertakes so enthusiastically. 

W.G.W. 
7 


