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EDITORIAL 
This Christmas Term is always a busy one, and last term was no exception to the rule : 

House Parties, Concerts, Trips to Manchester and to the theatre, all crowded together in a 
most confusing manner. All this is now over, however, and the School has settled down 
to work, with the prospect of a long Spring Session before it. 

Several new faces are to be seen this term as the School marches out of Prayers, and 
several "old familiar faces" are vanished. There have been certain other changes : the 
presence of a school secretary, Miss Heald, has necessitated the removal of the Prefects 
to what was formerly Lower Sixth, and a consequent re-arrangement of Form Rooms. 

There is still a dearth of humorous contributions ; surely some of the wise-cracks of 
the School could communicate a little of their exuberance to paper I 

On the whole, however, we have little complaint to make on the variety of matter 
submitted, even if its quality sometimes falls short of what we would wish. People are 
beginning to realise that the School Magazine should reflect life in our little world, and a 
great number of hopes and fears, fancies and delusions have been confided to paper, and 
the paper consigned to the waste-paper baskets. What remains is here for your enjoyment. 

On, of our Monotyp, Keyboards 
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SCHOOL NOTES 
PREFECTS OF THE SCHOOL. 

Boys. Head Prefect: Fishwick J. 
Prefects: Stringfellow C. D., Haydock J., Bellis R., Greenwood A., 

Procter R. 

Sub-Prefects: Gates E., Banks M., Darnell P., Sharples J. 

Girls. Head Prefect: H. Baron. 

Prefects: M. Holden, K. Iddon, I. Edelston. 

Sub-Prefects: G. Houlden, H. B. Hey, D. Herring. 

The death of Miss Middlehurst on December 12th, 1934, came as a great shock to the 
School. She came here in September, 1933, as Domestic Science mistress and mistress of 
Form I, and although she was with us only a short time she endeared herself to us all. 

The whole School extends its deep sympathy to Miss Royle in the recent loss of her 
father. 

It is with deep regret we have to announce the death of Mr. Butler, who was forced 
to give up his post as History, Latin and Games Master in 1928 as the result of a serious 
cycling accident. 

We welcome Miss Heald who comes to us this term to take over the duties of School 
Secretary. We hope that Miss Heald has now become accustomed to her surroundings. 

Miss A. Postlethwaite has been appointed as Domestic Science mistress. Although 
Miss Postlethwaite has not yet joined us, we should like to take this opportunity of welcoming 
her. 

The Annual Speech Day was held on December 12th, 1934, in the School Hall. The 
prizes were distributed by Professor Cannon of Manchester University. Details of the 
proceedings are included in this issue. 

Perhaps one of the most interesting events of last term was the visit of Mr. Wilenski, 
the famous art critic. He lectured to us on British Art. An account of the lecture appears 
elsewhere. 
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On November 7th Captain Irvine treated us to a most interesting lecture on "Flying 
Boats and Seaplanes." This was a sequel to a previous lecture on "Aircraft" given last year by 
Captain Pritchard. A detailed account of this lecture is to be found on another page. 

Two excursions to the theatre were made last term ; a party of Sixth Formers visited 
the Prince's Theatre at Manchester on November 27th, to witness a performance of "Romeo 
and Juliet"; on another occasion an excursion was made to Grimshaw Street Schools, Preston, 
on October 19th, to see Moli&res comedy, "L'Avare," given by the French Players. 

This Easter a party from School is to join the Public and Secondary Schools Cunard­ 
White Star cruise to the Mediterranean. The boat will visit Gibraltar and Naples, and on 
its return journey Malaga. The party is to consist of girls and boys, and will be accompanied 
by Miss Rahill, Mr. Hilditch and Mr. Wilkinson. 

This year another series of concerts under the auspices of the Incorporated Society of 
Musicians has been arranged. The first of the series took place in the School Hall last 
term. It was given by Miss A. Gregory (soprano) and Mr. R. Taylor (pianoforte). The 
second of the series will be given by the Hirsch Quartet in the Hall on Friday, February 15th. 

We are all looking forward with keen interest to the visit of the Osiris Players on 
February 22nd. To those of us who witnessed their last year's presentation of "Julius Caesar" 
this visit will be of special interest. They will perform Shakespeare's "Macbeth." 

The Old Students' Dramatic Society presented "The Fourth Wall," a detective play 
by A. A. Milne, in the School Hall on Thursday, the 29th of November, and Saturday the 
1st of December. This is the second play they have produced this year and there are rumours 
of further productions in the future. 

This winter, a series of monthly socials have been held by the Old Students' Association 
in the School Hall. The success of these informal dances has been very great and we hope 
that they will be repeated next season. 

The School Dramatic Society proposes to present "As You Like It" this year. It will 
be produced by Mr. Hilditch on March 7th and 9th in the School Hall. The annual produc­ 
tion of the School Dramatic Society has now become a permanent feature of the social 
life of the school. 
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On January 23rd the All England Women's Hockey Association film was presented 
in the School Hall. It is hoped that the girls will profit by their view of this excellent film. 

A scheme for the presentation of trees to the School by old students is now in force, 
and already a number of these trees stand in the grounds as memorials to the benefits received 
during school life by their donors. 

If any proof of the interest which the Old Boys take in the School were necessary, the 
magnificent "Silver Griffin" which they presented to the School last term would provide it. 
The Griffin is to be awarded annually to the House attaining the highest position in the Merit 
Order. It is at present in the possession of Farington House. 

We should like to take the opportunity of congratulating Kathleen Iddon on obtaining 
a Training College Scholarship to the maximum value of £80. 

We have pleasure in announcing that the following pupils have been successful in 
obtaining acceptance at Training Colleges. They take up residence next October. 

Fishwick J. (Saltley). 

Stringfellow C. D. (Chester). 

Bellis R. (Bangor Normal). 

Procter R. (Exeter). 

M. Holden (Crewe). 

G. Houlden (Leeds). 

K. Iddon (Durham). 

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of Magazines from the following Schools :­ 
Fleetwood G.S., Chorley G.S., Wigan G.S., Wellingborough G.S., Preston G.S., Preston 
Catholic College, Steyning G.S., Hutton G.S., Faraday House, Queen Mary School, 
Lytham ; Newton G.S., Upholland G.S., Lewes G.S. 

SALVE TE. 
To Faring ton. 

M. D. Hunt. 
A. Bradshaw. 

To Cuerden. 
Bleasdale T.A. 

VALETE 

B. Robinson.- -Vb. Clayton. Hockey 2nd XI. Rounders and Tennis League Teams 

M. G. Al/ibone.-Vb. Farington. Hockey 1st XI. Rounders 2nd IX. 

E. Ward.-Va. Worden. Hockey and Rounders League Teams. 

G. Etherington.--Vb. Worden. Hockey League Team. 

M. E. Gibson.-lilb. Clayton. Hockey and Rounders League teams. 

D. M. Wilkins.--Hb. Farington. 

V. Haythornthwaite.-Ib. Farington. 

Haydock '}.--L.I. Cuerden. Rugger lst XV. Cricket League team. 

Marland L. 4.-Vb. Worden. Rugger 2nd XV. Cricket League team. 

Barrow N. P.-Vb. Cuerden. Rugger 1st X\'. Cricket 1st XI. 

Charnock W.=-IVb. Cuerden. Rugger and Cricket League Teams. 

Stephenson G.-IIIb. Worden. Rugger and Cricket League teams. 

--o-- 

SUNSET AND DAWN. 
Sun is at rest, 
Bird is in nest, 

Daylight is waning and dark night is gaining 
On river and woodland and fen. 

Wind stops a-sighing, 
Bats are all flying, 

The pearly dawn waxes and night now relaxes 
Its powerful hold upon men. 

R.R., H:, • 
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Balshaw's Grammar School, 1933-1934, 
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It is with deep regret that we record the death of Miss Middle­ 
hurst, on Wednesday, Dec. 12th, 1934. 

Miss Middlehurst came to us as Domestic Science Mistress 
in September, 1933. In April, 1934, she underwent several operations ; 
as soon as she was able to travel she went abroad to regain her 
strength. However, she was not well enough to return to school in 
September as she had hoped. 

Those of us who saw her during this period were struck with the 
vitality of her spirit which seemed to transcend all bodily weakness. 

She was allowed to return to School at Half Term to do half 
time work, full of hope, and happy at the prospect of getting into 
things again. All of us urged her to rest at every possible opportunity, 
but she "felt better standing up." That sums up her attitude to life. 

After a few weeks with us, she was forced to give in, and she 
died on Dec. 12th, 193-1. 

During the time she was at Balshaw's she endeared herself 
greatly to Staff and pupils; especially, perhaps, to her own Form-I. 
No interest of theirs was too trivial, no child too insignificant for 
her regard. 

Both Staff and pupils will long remember her charm, her keen 
enjoyment of life, her vitality. Our loss gives us the measure of 
her family's, and to them we extend our very sincere sympathy. 

The funeral, which took place on Dec. 15th, at St. Mary's 
Church, Billinge, was attended by the following members of the 
Staff: Mr. Oldland, Miss Rahill, Miss Brindle, Miss Milroy, Miss 
Spellman and Mr. Parry. Wreaths were sent from the Staff, School 
and Old Student's Association. Her own Form sent a bunch of lilies. 

M.A.R. 
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(By courtesy of The Chorley Guardian) 

#lr. 39. 3Butter, 38.3. 
Balshaw's Grammar School, 1913-1929. 

#lr. 39. Butler 

The passing of Mr. H. Butler, B.A., severs another link with the 
Old Balshaw's School. Few of the present pupils of the School came 
under his influence, as a breakdown in health caused his retirement 
some years ago. With those who were his pupils and with his 
colleagues on the Staff his memory will long remain. 

Highly cultured, he might be said to belong to the Old School­ 
he was a staunch supporter of Church and State. Conservative by 
nature, he was yet sufficiently broadminded to believe in and work 
for such a modern ideal as the League of Nations, and as History 
Master he endeavoured to preserve and inculcate these older ideals so 
that History was something more than a string of dates and account 
of battles-it became a picture of our old yet ever new Mother 
Country with her long traditions. 

He was a generous colleague, pleasant to work with and 
possessed of a keen sense of humour. He never spared himself either 
in School or out of School in the exercise of what he believed to be 
his duty. Up to the time of his retirement he was accustomed to 
take an active interest in the School games. 

Above all he left the impression of a man absorbed in his work 
and desirous of furthering any cause which he deemed worthy of 
support. He will be genuinely missed by all who knew him. 

HJ.L. 
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SPEECH DAY. 
The Annual Speech Day and Prize Distribution was held in the School Hall on 

Wednesday, December 12th, 1934. Professor Graham Cannon from Manchester University 
came down to present the prizes. 

The proceedings opened with the song, "Orpheus and his Lute," by Edward German, 
sung by the School Choir. 

The Headmaster, in his report showed how, in three years, the number of pupils had so 
increased that now the School was full to capacity. All pupils who had left the School had 
found satisfactory employment. It was his aim, he said, to widen the parochial outlook 
of pupils ; he deplored the fact that parents wanted their children to stay in 
the immediate neighbourhood with vague prospects while they might do well by venturing 
further afield. In the School, many influences helped to widen the pupil's outlook ; such 
visits as that to London, the proposed cruise to Italy, the trips to Manchester University, 
to Salmesbury Hall and to Preston had this for their object. Films and lectures, the visit 
of the Osiris players, the series of musical concerts, and the School Dramatic Society 
provided ample proof of activity within the school. The examination results were a source 
of justifiable pride-eight Higher School Certificates were gained this year, a record for the 
School, and the standard of School Certificates result was maintained. A real cultural 
atmosphere was present in the Vlth form, where a third of the time was spent in such 
subjects as Economics, Appreciation of Music and Art, Topical Subjects and Industrial 
History. The Old Students' Association was flourishing ; they had their own Dramatic 
Society, Socials, Reunions and the Annual Dinner ; and Old Students' Day brought 
greater co-operation between past and present pupils. 

Mr. Oldland thanked Mrs. Davies who has left the district, for the marble statue she 
presented to the School. The loss of Mr. Sutcliffe had been a great blow to the School, 
and the Headmaster expressed his heartfelt sympathy with the family. 

J. B. Cardwell, Esq., M.A., Chairman of the Governors, gave a survey of School 
activity from the Governors' point of view. The exact number of pupils was over 300, 
and credit for the increase was almost entirely due to the Headmaster and Staff. The 
general atmosphere of the School was one of learning. The pupils came from all the sur­ 
rounding districts, and now that the number of pupils was to remain constant it would be 
rather more difficult for children to enter. In introducing Professor Cannon, the chairman 
pointed out that there was a link between the School and Manchester University, in that 
the University could elect a Governor to the School. 

After he had distributed the prizes, Professor Cannon, who is Beyer Professor of 
Zoology at Manchester University, gave an address urging the inclusion of biology in the 
School curriculum. He gave two main reasons for this. Firstly, biology is the study of 
living things, and if the pupils were taught about their own bodies, a very great step would 
be taken against ignorance and superstition ; secondly, biology as a cultural subject teaches 
the lesson of evolution most emphatically ; gradual development is traced from the simple 
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to the complex ; extending this idea of evolution to more general things, the Professor 
thought that modern complex problems could be understood if their simple origins were 
first studied. 

After the Choir had sung Mendelssohn's "I waited for the Lord," the Rev. H. Bretherton, 
M.A., proposed a vote of thanks to Professor Cannon. He saw three counts on which 
praise was due ; the professor had avoided the common kind of address at Speech Day, he 
had dangled a fascinating subject before the audience, and his sense of humour had been 
pleasing. Mrs. Trevor Wanklyn seconded the vote of thanks to Professor Cannon. 

The vote of thanks to the Chairman was proposed by A. J. Lomax, Esq. He traced 
the extensive growth of the School, and showed how the Chairman had worked hard to get 
the new school. W. Nelson, Esq., seconded this vote of thanks. 

At the close of the proceedings, many parents and friends took advantage of the 
opportunity to inspect the School buildings. 

R.B., Up. VI (F.). 
ob» 

MR. WILENSKI ON BRITISH ART. 
Mr. Wilenski, who came to lecture to us on Nov. 19th last, is one of the foremost art 

critics and authors of our time, and the School can consider itself fortunate indeed to have 
heard such an authority on British painting. 

Mr. Wilenski maintained that present British Painters arejustasgoodnowas ever they 
were. In support of this statement he showed us works by Augustus John, Paul Nash, 
Nicholson and Stanley Spencer. Of the first-named we had two portraits--"Smiling Woman" 
and "Princess Bibesco." "Smiling Woman," Mr. Wilenski maintained, is as good as any 
portrait in the National Galley in its portrayal of character. (Does Mr. Wilenski think it is 
as good as Velazquez's "Philip IV" or Rembrandt's "An Old Lady ?" And surely he had 
forgotten Goya's 'Dr. Peral? " But perhaps Mr. Wilenski was referring to British painting 
only). Princess Bibesco," while it does not bring out the character of the sitter as forcibly 
as the 'Smiling Woman," does possess a considerable amount of charm. 

Then we had another Augustus John---Plan for a Decorative Panel." This is a design 
for a panel-an aspect of modern art in which contemporary artists are particularly interested. 
This movement for attention to design was a reaction to the invention of the camera-an 
invention which upset all ideas on realism in art. Why should a painter concentrate on a faith­ 
ful representation of an object when a camera can do it so much better ? So artists turned 
their attention to line, colour, design-in brief, to significant form. 

"Jug and Bottle" by Nicholson is a splendid example of the reaction to realism. This 
picture does not represent, as the title suggests, a jug and bottle. At first sight, indeed, it 
does not appear to represent anything at all ! What the artist has done is to select certain 
lines from the jug and bottle and arrange these lines in a pattern or design. As the artist 
would maintain, why paint a jug and bottle ? A camera can do it just as well. Let the artist 
concentrate on design. 

II 


