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SHOP AT .

BOOTH’S
For Finest Quality
Groceries & Provisions
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WATCH OUR WINDOWS
FOR

WEEKLY “SPECIAL OFFER”
THE GOODS OFFERED ARE OUR USUAL LINES

AND AS WE MAKE THIS OFFER FOR ONE WEEK
ONLY, YOU CANNOT DO BETTER THAN—

BUY AT THE RIGHT TIME

Ask for our Price List and
Compare Prices
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Water Street, LEYLAND

TEL No. 81114.
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Briggs’ Chorley Laundry
Limited
give just the correct treatment to
Sports Wear and Holiday Clothes, at
reasonable charges.

Y‘yy

Our SUPER DRY-CLEANING, by
the most up-to-date, odourless
process in the Country, in conjunc-
tion with expert Tailor-Pressing,
will give your Clothes, Curtains
or Covers that “As-New”

Appearance.
TRY ONE SUIT OR COSTUME!
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Head Office and Works :

The Crescent, Chorley

Phone 200 Chorley
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JOHN HAYDOCK

High-Class Butcher

T

FINEST ENGLISH AND SCOTCH FED
BEEF, MUTTON AND LAMB.

Also CANTERBURY LAMB.

T

Orders receive prompt and personal attention.

Deliveries Daily.
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BEEF and PORK SAUSAGE.
All made on the Premises.

BRAWN and DRIPPING
A trial solicited.
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103 Towngate
LEYLAND

Phone 81001
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| WHATEVER YOUR SPORT

’ YOU WILL FIND US EQUAL TO IT
* * *

WE CATER FOR EVERY BRANCH OF
BRITISH SPORTS FOR ALL SEASONS.

UNLIMITED SELECTION COMPRISING
THE CHOICE OF THE BEST OF BRITISH BRANDS.

BEING PRACTICAL WE CAN OFFER ADVICE,
SAMPLES AND QUOTATIONS

OUR REPRESENTATIVE WILL CALL.
CRICKET - TENNIS - GOLF - BOWLS
PRIVATE SCHOOL OR CLUB OUTFITS

TERMS GENEROUS.
SERVICE UNEXCELLED.
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Catalogues Post Free
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ALBERT WARD LTD.

BOLTON’S SPORTS CENTRE

53 Bradshawgate, Bolton

Phone 1250
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THE SCHOOL CRUISE TO NAPLES, 1935.

1% CS)'PANISH DANCERS AT MALAGA. 4. VESUVIUS.
2. ON BOARD THE “DORIC” 5. THE LOCAL CELE

: ; : JOCAL CELEBRITY,—CAPRI.
3. THE COLISEUM,—ROME. 6. GIBRALTAR.

THE BALSHAVIAN

(The official organ of Balshaw’s Grammar School, Leyland).
Sub-Editors:—Banks M., Bland G., M. Bateman.
SUMMER TERM, 1935. PRICE 6d.

EDITORIAL

Looking back, we find it hard to decide on the most outstanding event of the last
term. The visits of the Osiris Players, the School’s own production of ““As you like it,”
the School Cruise, the 1.8.M. Concerts, all emerge as worthy of comment.

Editor:—H. B. Hey.
VOL. XI.—No. 2.

For the participants, at least, the Mediterranean Cruise will probably rank as the
most important. As we now have the sunburnt wanderers once again in our midst we have
been faced with outpourings, inspired by their experiences.

This is a “Summer” number but our Editorial is slowly seeing light under almost
Arctic conditions It is hard to realise that a weck ago, we held our Annual Sports in May

sunshine.

We are convinced that if contributors would summon up the incentive to eulogise on
happenings when they take place instead of waiting until the Magazine is almost due for
the printer, the standard of literary effort would be considerably improved.

We now submit for your approval this chronicle of the different aspects of the term’s

activities.
—0

SCHOOL NOTES

PREFECTS OF THE SCHOOL.
Boys. Head Prefect: Fishwick J.

Prefects: Stringfellow C. D., Haydock J., Bellis, R.
Procter R.

Sub-Prefects: Gates E., Banks M. L., Darnell P. W,
Sharples J. B.

Girls. Head Prefect: H. Baron.
Prefects: M. Holden, K. Iddon, 1. Edelston.
Sub-Prefects: G. Houlden, H. B. Hey, D. Herring.

The School extends its sympathy to Mr. Hilditch in the loss he has sustained in the
recent death of his father.
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' \Ye welcome Miss Postlethwaite, Domestic Science mistress, and also Mr. Scott who
is taking over the duties of Mr. Lomax during his temporary absence. Mr. Lomax has

our sympathy in his recent illness. We are glad that he is now well on the way to complete
recovery.

The Afmu.al Athletic Sports were held in the School grounds on May 11th. We were
faw.'oured with ideal weather ; the ground was in fine condition, and perhaps it was due to
this that so many records were broken. We should like to congratulate Fishwick J. on

winning the Victor Ludorum Cup for the third time in succession, and F. Bell and D.
Smith who tied for the Victrix Ludorum Cup.

In‘ the E?stt?r holidays nineteen of our number spent a most enjoyable holiday on board
the 5.5, Doric, in the Mediterranean, landing at Gibraltar, Naples and Malaga.

One of the most interesting events of last term was the Sixth Form social which was
held on Tuesday, April 9th, to which the Sixth Forms of Rivington and Chorley Grammar
Schools were invited. It gave us an opportunity of meeting socially those members of
VIth Forms who are likely later on to be contemporary with us at University and College.
The Social was well attended by Staff from each of the three Schools.

At Rivington Grammar School on Wednesday, May 15th, an inter-School relay race
was held, in which our own team competed with those of Chorley and Rivington. We offer
our congratulations to our own team on winning this event.

The second of the series of concerts given under the auspices of the Incorporated
Society of Musicians was held on Friday, February 15th, and we are indebted to the Hirsch
Quartet for a memorable performance. The third and last concert of the series was given
on Friday, March 15th, by Miss Ailie Cullen (pianoforte) and Miss Bessie Spence (violin).

On Wednesday, February 6th, the Upper Forms of the School attended a lecture given
by Dr. A. Waldstein in the School Hall on “Modern French Art.”

Professor Pear entertained the School to an interesting lecture on, “Some Difficultics
in Modern Speaking,” on Monday, February 18th, in the School Hall.

On Thursday and Saturday, March 7th and 9th, the School Dramatic Society presented
“As You Like It” in the School Hall. A detailed account is included in this issue.
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It has been arranged to hold a School Camp for boys of the Upper Forms during the
Whitsuntide holiday week. The site chosen is in the Lake District.

Cuerden House are to be congratulated on winning both the Hockey Cup (for the fourth
time in succession) and the Wanklyn Cup for Rugger. We should like to take this oppor-
tunity of congratulating Worden House who won the Championship Cup and the Relay
Cup on Sports Day.

We congratulate Fishwick J., Gates E., Stringfellow C., Haydock J., Greenwood A.,
on obtaining their School Rugger Colours for the 1934-5 season ; also H. Baron, G. Houlden,
H. B. Hey and D. Herring who have been awarded School Hockey Colours.

The Osiris Players visited us twice this term ; on Friday, February 22nd, and on Thurs-
day, April 4th. They presented “Macbeth™ and “Henry IV”" to appreciative audiences. On
the latter occasion we were pleased to welcome pupils from the local elementary schools
and hope they enjoyed the performance as much as we did.

On Tuesday, May 22nd, in the School Hall, Mr. Wilkinson gave a lecture on the
School Cruise which took place during the Easter holidays. A mixed audience of scholars,
parents and friends spent a very enjoyable hour. The lecture was illustrated on the
epidiascope. An account of the lecture is included elsewhere in this issue.

We beg to acknowledge receipt of Magazines from the following Schools :—Fleetwood
G.S.; Chorley G.S.; Wigan G.S.; Wellingborough G.S.; Preston G.S.; Preston Catholic
College ; Preston Convent School; Steyning G.S.; Hutton G.S.; Faraday House;
Newton G.S.; Upholland G.S.; Blackpool G.S.; Hindley and Abram G.S.

VALETE

Birtill —Cuerden House. Rugger 2nd XV. Cricket League Team. School Certi-
ficate, 1932. Higher School Certificate, 1934.

Greenwood A.—Farington House. Vice-Captain. Rugger 1st XV. Cricket 2nd XI
School Certificate, 1933.

Pennington H.—Worden House. Rugger 2nd XV. Cricket League Team.

Stmmons T.—Cuerden House. Rugger 2nd XV. Cricket 1st XI. School Certificate,
1934.
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Taylor G.—Farington House. Rugger and Cricket League teams.
Williams A.—Worden House. Rugger 2nd XV. Cricket 2nd XI.
O. Bourne.—Cuerden House. Hockey and Rounders League Teams.
J- Collier.—Cuerden House.

M. E. Rishton.—Farington House.

B. A. L. Paitson.—Clayton House. Hockey Lcague Team.
M. B. Whalley—Worden House.

SALVETE
To Clayton House:

D. Cornall.
__0_

THE SILVER JUBILEE

For twenty-five years our King and Queen have been at the head of our people.
Year by year in many different ways they have endeared themselves to their subjects not
only in England but also all over our widespread Empire. They have made doubly strong

the tic between people and king, and they have lived with the people, sharing their sorrow
and their rejoicing.

The great devotion of all was proved by the thousands who travelled South to catch a
glimpse of their sovereign on the occasion of his Silver Jubilee, and by those who stood
all night in the streets, packed close together, to be in time for a good view next morning.

This Jubilee will be remembered for many years to come and those who look back
and see the growth of that mutual bond between king and people, cry again with earnest
fervour, “Long live the King.”

Patriotic fervour is at its height. Everywhere are Union Jacks and gaily bedecked
towns and villages. Cheers ring out for the King and Queen time and time again,full of
feeling and joy.

One can imagine the scene in London on Monday: the Royal Procession coming
along preceded by Life Guards in shining helmets, and then the crowd shouting and
cheering as only an English crowd can,

Messages of congratulation on his Silver Jubilee reached the King from every corner
of the Empire, expressing loyalty and devotion to their Emperor.

Throughout the Great War the King and Queen both served the country. They
were not mere figure heads on the throne content to look on ; they were part of the nation,
doing all they could to ease the pressure. It was a long and anxious time for their Majesties.
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When the King was ill for so long, crowds flocked to the Palace Gates to stand silent
and anxious, awaiting a report on the condition of their beloved sovereign.

The King is very much interested in many of his people’s functions and organisations.
During his reign many new marks of progress have been seen. For instance the marvel of
wireless and now television. Many great liners have been launched and the Mersey Tunnel
opened. Aeroplanes and motor cars are progressing still and we are afforded much quicker
means of transport now than in Victoria’s reign. The spirit of the age can be felt in every-
thing : music, art and architecture as well as in amusements and modes of transport.

I think that we can say that this reign on the whole, has been a fruitful if not a happy
one. Still on Monday all sorrow and political trouble were put aside while everyone from
the highest to the lowest wished their Majesties long life, peace and happiness.

J.S., IVa. (Cu.).
—_.—.0_

The School Cruise to Naples by the
Cunard - White Star Liner “Doric”

On April 11th last, a party of 15 boys and girls, together with Miss Rahill, Mr.
Hilditch, Mr. Wilkinson and Mr. Bateman, joined the S.S. Doric at Liverpool for a cruise
to Gibraltar, Naples and Malaga. The cruise was highly successful in every way, the only
misfortune we suffered being the fact that Mr. Hilditch was compelled to leave the ship
at Gibraltar to return immediately to England.

The organisation on board was astonishing in its efficiency. If you wanted a dance,
there was a band handy. If you wanted a permanent wave, there was the barber. If you
wanted griddle cakes or noodles or spring onions you had only to ask for them in the
dining room. If you wanted violent exercise there was the gymnasium. For those who
preferred their exercise in a less concentrated form, there was the main deck which was so
arranged that if you walked 9 times round it you walked a mile. This method was particularly
favoured by the ladies of our party, who could be seen at odd intervals feverishly hurrying

past whitewashed ventilators and disappearing into the distance along an endless row of
deckchairs.

The first day was fine and there was sunbathing and iced drinks on deck. The second
day was spent in the Bay of Biscay. There was a slight swell on the sea, and most of the
passengers spent the day reclining in a completely recumbent posture, unfolding nothing
more than a vague and weary desire to be left alone.

Our first port of call was Gibraltar. The Bay was full of porpoises, the town was full
of pedlars and the Rock was full of passages (Galleries hewn out of the solid rock).
Naturally the defences were not opened for inspection, but we saw many of the disused gun
chambers. Other items of interest were a 1,200 years-old Moorish castle and a large pro-
portion of the Mediterranean fleet anchored in the Naval Harbour. We concluded our
stay with some shopping and a ride in a ‘gahhry’.
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We arrived at Naples on Good Friday. It was the best of all possible approaches to
Italy. Naples from the bay, with Vesuvius in the background and the famous Isle of Capri
on the right, was beautiful in the morning mists. Like most continential towns Naples
has handsome streets and buildings, but there are far more strects and buildings that are
distinguished more for their antiquarian interest than for their aesthetic qualitics. To enter
many streets of Naples you require a weak sense of smell and a strong pair of shoes.

One’s impression of Naples is that it lives out of doors. Everybody seems to be on the
pavement—or off it—blocking the way. All are talking. The windows of the houses are
open. It is a congested scene and full of colour. You feel you must stand still to take it all
in; but that is impossible. The crack of a whip warns you that you are in the way. In
fact everyone seems in the way. A horse and cart are trying to get past without knocking
you over. The poor animal gives the impression of not having enjoyed a square meal for
many a day, but there is one thing it cannot sacrifice, and that is its finery. It has tassels
on its harness and a plume stuck in its saddle. That is Naples !

At the doors you may see women washing themselves and men shaving themselves.
The rooms are used only to sleep in ; the pavement, where there is one, is their parlour.
You may even see people frying and cooking in the streets. There are street vendors, too
who chant their wares in a sing-song rhythm. Sometimes you see an ice-cream vendor
though these are not so much in evidence as one would have imagined. Perhaps many of
them are busy making their fortune in England. In these narrow streets it is not always wise
to sample these ices—the streaks of many customers line the glasses.

Other items of interest in Naples were the Museum where there are many relics of
Pompeii, the city which was submerged during the great eruption of Vesuvius in A.D. 79,
the Villa Nazionale (national park) and an old castle.

Those of us who were not going to Rome were divided into two parties. The Balshavians
were in party “A” which visited Pompeii in the morning and the town of Naples in the
afternoon.

We boarded a special train at the docks and as the train was only cut off from the streets
by a fencing, little ragged boys were able to come near and fight for the cigarettes which
misguided tourists threw to them.

We went right round Vesuvius and at last arrived at Pompeii. Once there we were
divided into various groups which were allotted to guides, and we were shown round the
town.

When Vesuvius erupted in A.D. 79, Pompeii was buried under huge quantities of sand
and ashes. Hundreds of people were suddenly overtaken by death as they were going about
their daily work and thus bodies of men and animals were recovered in all kinds of attitudes.
Several of these, including a dog, a small boy, and a man with what was formerly a wet
cloth round his mouth, have been preserved in plaster of Paris and are now in the museum
at Pompeii. Tragic as was this disaster, it was, perhaps, fortunate for us, since it has resulted
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in the unique preservation of a Roman town. Excavations have been carried on for a long
time but it is only during recent years under the regime of Mussolini, that the work has
progressed scientifically.

The streets are narrow and paved with huge cobblestones. At intervals along the
chariot-ways which are marked even yet with impressions of the wheels, there are stepping-
stones for the pedestrians, for the roads were not well drained. On each side of the road,
there are rows of houses and shops. In the former utensils and even foodstuffs were found,
while from the latter, coins have been taken and deposited in the Pompeian museum.

Their walls are the homes of multitudes of lizards and beetles. We were taken to the
Casa Vetii, the owner of which was the richest man in the town. This house amply
illustrated the luxury and culture of the lives of the Roman patricians. The bedrooms and
living rooms opened on to a court-yard. The entrance to the house was most beautiful,
the mosaic floors and marble pillars being well preserved. It was interesting to note that
several of the rooms were duplicated ; there were for instance two dining-rooms one for
winter and one for summer. We were shown their bathrooms and the place to which they
retired during the feast.

Temples, theatres, arenas, market place—all were there. The walls were now the
home of lizards and open, certainly, to the winds of heaven. But even the least preserved
were clearly marked by standing pillars. One had a distinct impression of arrested life ;

impressive, but tragic. However, one member of our party suggested that our pity was
wasted, as “They would have been dead now in any case.”

And now Capri—the enchanted isle. Visitors come in disconcerting numbers, attracted
by the extraordinary beauty of the scenery and the renown of the Blue Grotto. The whole
island is rich in Roman relics, but of course it is not the dusty bones of history that attract
us to Capri. One does not travel through the burning heat of Italy just to study Roman relics ;
most of us are by nature frivolous and desire lighter amusement. The first thing one does
on landing at Capri is to order at least two ices and a lemonade. You then mop your shining
face with damp rags that were once handkerchiefs, suck your ice and call for more. The

sky is an unreal blue ; the sea is pure ultramarine, and between your drinks you stop to
gaze and admire.

But it is the Blue Grotto that you have come to see. There is nothing in the world so
lovely as Capri’s famous Grotto. The entrance is from the sea, and is so low that only
small boats can enter. The occupants must lie down and the boat is propelled through
with a vigorous thrust of the oar. The only light that enters the Grotto comes through the
water from the bottom of the sea. The effect is extraordinary, and we feel as if we were in
a cave of crystal blue illuminated by concealed lights. If the hand is dipped in water it is

instantly drenched in liquid silver, and those who have bathed in it describe it as a bowl
of silver light.

Mention should be made of Rome which was visited by some of our party. It required
great patience to sit for four and a half hours on the wooden seats of a third-class Italian
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