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All made on the Premises. A trial solicited. 
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One of our Monotype Casters 

BEST ORA WING ROOM 
COAL A SPECIALITY 

FIRST GRADE QUALITY OF 
OTHER COAL AND NUTS 

Crushed Coke and Large Coke 
at reasonable prices 

Special Prices for 20-cwt • or over 
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COAL AND COKE MERCHANT 

Linton House, Golden Hill 
LEYLAND 
Telephone 81067 



SHOP AT .. 

BOOTH'S 
For Finest Quality 

Groceries & Provisions 

WATCH OUR WINDOWS 
FOR 

WEEKLY "SPECIAL OFFER" 
THE GOODS OFFERED ARE OUR USUAL LINES 
AND AS WE MAKE THIS OFFER FOR ONE WEEK 

ONLY, YOU CANNOT DO BETTER THAN- 

BUY AT THE RIGHT TIME 

Ask for our Price List and 
Compare Prices 

E. H. BOOTH & Co. Ltd. 
Water Street, LEYLAND 

TEL. No. 81114. 

THE BALSHA VIAN 



H.M. KING GEORGE V. 

THE BALSHA VIAN 
(The official organ of Balshaw's Grammar School, Leyland). 

Editor:--Banks M. L. Sub-Editors:---Bland G. and M. Bateman. 

VOL. XII.-No. 1. SPRING TERM, 1936. PRICE 6d. 

EDITORIAL 
It is a lamentable fact that the scope of all Editorials is of necessity limited. To force 

oneself into new channels is a task difficult in the extreme. We feel justified in striking 
the usual note of gentle complaint against those who have met our requests for contributions 
with a point-blank refusal. However, by dint of a perseverance and cajolery which must 
have made us bitter enemies among our contemporaries, we have assembled this chronicle 
of school activities. 

Therefore, with the proverb "Good wine needs no bush" in mind, we present this 
Magazine, thanking all who have contributed, and exhorting those who have not to write 
for the next issue. 

A( » 

SCHOOL NOTES 
PREFECTS OF THE SCHOOL. 

Boys. Head Prefect: Sharples J. B. 
Prefects: Gates E., Banks M. L., Darnell P. W. 
Sub-Prefects: Rimmer A. B., Bailey H., Gold D., Morris S. A. 

Girls. Head Prefect: H. Baron. 
Prefects: I. Edelston, D. Herring. 
Sub-Prefects: G. Hutchings, J. Iddon, E. Grimshaw, F. E. Bell. 

The School was closed on Tuesday, Jan. 28th, the day of the funeral of His late Majesty 
King George V. 

The School, assembled in the Hall, listened in silence to the broadcasts of the Royal 
Salute and the Royal Proclamation at St. James's Palace and Temple Bar. 
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Speech Day was held on Friday, December 13th, The prizes were distributed by 
Dr. Winifred Cullis, C.B.E., D.Sc., L.L.D., Professor of Physiology at the University of 
London. A full account of the proceedings is included in this volume. 

An Armistice Service conducted by the Headmaster, and attended by several parents 
and friends as well as pupils of the School was held on Nov. l1th. Wreaths were laid on 
the School Memorial by Sharples, the Head Prefect, on behalf of the School, and by Mr. 
R. Sutcliffe, on behalf of the Old Boys' Association. 

A number of pupils from the Fifth and Sixth Forms attended a lecture by Mr. R. H 
Wilenski on Nov. 18th, at the Harris Institute, Preston. An account of the lecture is given 
on a subsequent page. 

On October 24th, a party under the supervision of Mr. Wilkinson went to Manchester 
to see Wagner's Opera "Siegfried." 

Another excursion to the Public Hall, Preston, to hear Richard Tauber, the popular 
tenor, was conducted by Miss Rahill. 

At the kind invitation of the Headmaster of Blackpool Grammar School, a party of 
senior pupils went to see a production of Beaumont and Fletcher's "Knight of the Burning 
Pestle," produced by the Grammar School Dramatic Society. 

The School was entertained to several lectures last term : Captain J. L. Pritchard, 
lectured on "The Stratosphere"; the Rev. J. F. McBride on "The Life and Problems of 
the People of India; Professor T. H. Pear on "Radio and the Use of our Ears," and Dr. 
Courtenay Weekes on "The Instrument of Behaviour." 

An account of each of these lectures is included in this issue. 

The Sixth Form pupils of the Lancashire Secondary Schools paid their annual visit 
to Manchester University on Dec. 4th. After a lecture from Prof. Scott-Dickson who 
spoke on "Queer Noises in the Chemistry Theatre," the Schools were entertained to afternoon 
tea, and then visited the Students' Unions, 

At the beginning of last term, the Osiris Players presented "Richard II" in the School 
Hall. We are looking forward to their production of Marlowe's "Doctor Faustus" on 
Feb. 10th. 
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A very pleasant entertainment was provided by the Old Students' Dramatic Society 
on Nov. 28th and 30th. Under the direction of Mr. Hilditch they produced Shaw's comedy 
"Arms and the Man". 

A party of pupils in charge of Miss Brindle travelled to Bolton last term to see a French 
play, "Le Voyage de M. Perrichon." 

On March 19th and 21st, at 7.15 p.m. the School Dramatic Society will present 
G. B. Shaw's "Caesar and Cleopatra." 

We congratulate Cuerden House on heading the Merit Order for School work for the 
second term in succession. 

D. Smith and F. Bell are also to be congratulated on obtaining School Hockey Colours. 

Each House held its annual party last term and the Prefects their Social. These parties 
although involving hard work give a great deal of pleasure to everyone. 

We acknowledge the receipt of Magazines from the following Schools : Chorley 
Grammar School, Preston Grammar School, Preston Catholic College, Hutton Grammar 
School, Wellingborough Grammar School, Queen Mary's School, Lytham, St. Dunstan's 
College, London, and the Convent School H.C.J., Preston. 

VALE TE 

}. Eason.--Vb. Clayton House. Hockey and Rounders League Teams. School 
Certificate, 1935. 

M. Edmunds.--L.VI. Clayton House. School Certificate, 1935. 
N. Gilleade.-IVb. Cuerden House. 2nd XI Hockey, Tennis and Rounders League 

Teams. 

J. Molyneux.-Va. Farington House. School Librarian. 

D. Smith.--Va. Worden House. 1st XI Hockey, Tennis and Rounders League Teams, 
Victrix Ludorum (Joint Winner). 

Goodier R.-IVa. Worden House. Cricket and Rugger League Teams. 

Jackson W.-Vb. Worden House. 2nd XV Rugger. 

Lloyd S. L. W.-L.VI. Worden House. 1st XI Cricket, 1st XV Rugger. School 
Certificate, 1935. 
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Pattinson T.-Va. Farington House. 

Pinder J.-Vb. Farington House. Cricket and Rugger League Teams. 

F. E. Bell.--L.VI. Worden House. School Sub-Prefect. Hockey 1st XI. Rounders 
1st IX. Tennis 1st VI. Victrix Ludorum (Joint Winner). School Certificate, 1935. 
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SPEECH DAY. 

SALVETE 

To Cuerden House. 
L. Hirst. 
E. Wilson. 

To Farington House. 
B. Tomlinson. 

To Worden House. 
E. Speed. 

I 

I 

I 
I 

KING GEORGE V. 

The death of His Majesty King George V impressed each one of us with 
a sense of personal sorrow. A respected and esteemed Ruler has left us, and 
the suddenness of his going only served to deepen the country's sense of grief. 

We may assert with complete confidence that no other English King since 
Charles II has enjoyed such general affection among his countrymen. 

The political power of the Crown has been limited during the past two 
hundred years by the growth of a tradition of non-interference in political 
matters. The personal power, however, is quite another matter. First, the King 
IS an individual and the loyalty of Englishmen tends to be given to individuals 
rather than ideas. Secondly, the Crown is the only link between Great Britain 
and the Dominions. Thirdly, the late King showed unfailing devotion to the 
service of the nation and scrupulous respect for the Constitution. 

The children of this School have no memory of any other King but George 
V. That in itself is an unconscious tribute in one sense, for in these days of 
economic crises and political upheavals, when men have questioned and stirred 
the very foundations of society, it is not a little remarkable that the Monarchy 
has successfully withstood the challenge. Such stability could only have been 
the result of wisdom in ruling, sympathy for those in less fortunate circumstances 
and a keen sense of duty to his country. George V was a king in the best sense 
of the word. 

We desire to express with respect our profound regret and sympathy with 
the Royal family in their loss. 
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The Annual Speech Day was held on December 13th and the School Hall was packed 
with pupils, their parents and friends. 

We were glad to welcome such a noted lady as Dr. Winifred Cullis, Professor of 
Physiology at London University, who kindly came to distribute the Prizes. The Governors 
and the Staff were on the platform which was beautifully decorated for the occasion. After 
the Head Girl had presented a bouquet of lovely carnations to Dr. Cunis the choir opened 
the evening's proceedings with Schubert's song "Hark, hark, the lark." 

The Headmaster's report followed and we enjoyed an account of the activities of the 
School in the past year. He told of the cruise to Italy, of the boys' Whitsuntide Camp 
in the Lake District, of visits to concerts, films and plays, of excursions to Manchester to 
see the University and to Liverpool to see the All Blacks. He commended the Dramatic 
Society's production of "As You Like It." He mentioned the visits of the Osiris Players 
and the activities of the Old Boys' and Old Girls' Societies. He shewed how Cricket, Tennis, 
Hockey and Rugger helped to make school-life more thrilling. He gave a very satisfactory 
list of the academic successes of the year. He expressed a great desire that pupils should 
be allowed to remain at School until they were at least sixteen years of age in order to have 
as complete an education as possible. Posts that were really worth while would thus be 
obtained more quickly and more easily. He hoped that the training given at Balshaw's 
Grammar School which in the upper forms. included the study of Art, Music, Industrial 
History, Economics and Literature would send from the School into the world students 
resolved to expand those cultural interests and enabled "not merely to earn their living 
but to live." Mr. Oldland proceeded to thank the Staff for their willing he! p and co-operation 
and welcomed the new Classics Master, Mr. Downer. 

The Chairman of the Governors, Mr Cardwell, spoke with praise and gratitude of 
the work of the Headmaster and the Staff. The fact that the number of scholars was so 
great testified to the excellence of the reputation of the School. He then introduced Dr. 
Cullis who, after presenting the Prizes and Certificates gave an inspiring and witty address. 
It was splendid to hear her encouraging remarks on Modern Youth-on its enthusiasm, its 
spirit of adventure and its vast opportunities. She strongly advocated the use of Wireless 
in Schools and gave interesting sketches of her own broadcasting experiences. She said that 
Wireless talks could help but should not supercede actual teaching. 

The Choir sang "Now on Land and Sea Descending" by Handel. 
The Rev. H. Bretherton, M.A., in proposing a vote of thanks to Dr. Cullis gave us 

interesting and entertaining remarks and voiced the gratitude of all those who were present. 
The Rev. F. W. Argyle seconded the vote of thanks. 

W. Nelson, Esq., thanked the Chairman who always so ably fulfilled his duties and 
G. H. Redman, Esq., seconded this vote of thanks. 

After the National Anthem the School was open for inspection. 

M.B., Form L.VI (Cuerden). 
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SIEGFRIED 
On Thursday, Oct. 1st. last a party of forty-six people from School, composed chiefly 

of scholars and staff, attended a performance of Richard Wagner's opera "Siegfried," 
given by the Royal Opera Covent Garden. Our first school venture in the realm of grand 
opera was thoroughly successful and enjoyable. The Opera was received with tremendous 
enthusiasm by the children. 

"Siegfried" is a difficult opera to appreciate-for three reasons. In the first place it 
is the third of a series of four operas entitled "The Ring of the Nibelung" and unless one 
knows the story of the two previous operas, "The Rhinegold" and "The Valkyrie," the 
story of "Siegfried" can only be partially understood. For instance the existences of Alberich, 
Brunnhilde, and Wotan (disguised as the Wanderer) can only be understood in relation to 
what has gone before. 

In the second place, it is necessary to know Wagner's musical methods. In Wagner's 
operas each character, each object such as sword and spear, each emotion such as anger, 
grief, joy and exaltation and each act, such as renunciation and consecration is represented 
by a musical theme or scrap of melody. For instance when Mime and the Wanderer each 
asks the other three questions, the answers are accompanied by developments of the 
appropriate musical themes. "What race dwells on the cloud-hidden heights ? " asks Mime. 
As the Wanderer tells him of the Eternals who dwell in Valhalla, the orchestra accompanies 
with impressive and majestic phrases founded on the Valhalla theme. 

There is, of course, much more in Wagner than mere juggling with musical themes. 
These are merely the bricks, as it were, out of which the vast operatic edifice is built. 
Wagner's operas are full of subtleties, psychological and dramatic as well as musical. 
Wagner is the supreme master of musical form. 

The third reason why "Siegfried" cannot be fully appreciated by the average person 
is that the opera has a searching social and economic significance. "The Ring," with all its 
legends, is a drama of to-day. It is an image of the life the average man is fighting through. 
Alberich symbolises the greed of the nineteenth century employer who compelled thousands 
of people to toil so that he could reap huge profits. The giants symbolise the patient, respect­ 
ful if slightly stupid people who are content so long as their masters provide them with 
comfortable subsistence. The gods symbolise the intellectual, talented people who ad­ 
minister the State, Church and Law. Siegfried symbolises the man who is fearless enough 
to break through social conventions and demonstrate the hypocrisy thereof. Fire, in "The 
Ring," symbolises deceit, and Siegfried going through the flames to Brunnhilde merely 
signifies the act of sweeping aside the underhand diplomacy of modern statesmen. The 
spear symbolises Law-on Wotan's spear are engraved the rules of the world by which all 
people are bound. The essential point to grasp in the allegory is that the world is waiting 
for a hero to deliver it from the cramped government of our leaders. 

And now the performance. Mr. Walter Widdop carried through successfully a long, 
difficult and strenuous part as "Siegfried." His singing was very eloquent and lyrical and 
he handled the changes of mood and time in a sensitive manner. As with most Wagnerian 

tenors, however, it is to be admitted that his over-generously built figure did not altogether 
receive the full approval of some of the feminine members of the party I The Mime of 
Mr. Octave Dua and the Alberich of Mr. Percy Heming were excellent, whilst Mr. Arthur 
Fear's Wanderer (Wotan) was dignified though he did not give us the full force of the part. 
After all, Wotan is the chief character of the four operas of "The Ring"---not Siegfried, 
for it is entirely owing to Wotan that the whole business takes place. Without Wotan's 
dream of world power there would have been no Siegfried and no Brunnhilde. 

The small part for the woodbird was charmingly sung by Miss Barbara Lane and, 
of course, every listener was impatient to hear Miss Eva Turner in the role of Brunnhilde. 
The dragon business was carried through without involuntary comic touches. 

It will always remain, naturally, a drawback of English productions of Wagner that the 
orchestra is not hidden from sight as in Germany. Many of the climaxes are spoilt because 
of the bad balance between the voices and the brass. The singers do not get a chance. At 
a Bayreuth or Munich performance the proportions are right. In England, long stretches 
of libretto are often lost. Nevertheless, in spite of his handicaps Mr. Albert Coates con­ 
ducted the opera with due regard to the greatness of style demanded. 

The present writer gave a lecture on the opera previous to the visit, and played several 
of the themes on the piano. It was gratifying to find so much interest displayed, and it 
is pleasant to feel that, as a result of the opera, most of the children are converts to the 
Wagner cause, as undoubtedly they are. 

B.L.W. 
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Mr. Wilenski' s Lecture at the Harris Institute. 
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The School first became acquainted with Mr. R. H. Wilenski on the occasion of his 
visit during the Easter Term last year. A number of pupils had another opportunity of 
hearing this well-known Art critic when they were invited to attend his lecture at the Harris 
Institute, Preston, the subject being "On Choosing Pictures." 

Mr. Wilenski endeavoured to sketch the broad outlines of Art and could not therefore 
dwell very long on any special phase. He opened by dividing the general body of artists into 
several groupings. 

The first group he mentioned comprises those whose aim is to give a more pleasing 
appearance to ordinary objects : such are designing artists. A slide which presented culinary 
utensils in glittering utility illustrated the work of this group. 

The members of the second group deal with every-day objects too but also 'comment' 
on them. Their subjects are painted in such a way as to show what feelings they evoke in 
the artist. The painting of this group has an essential character. It conveys more than would 
a mere mechanical reproduction of the subject with which the artist is dealing. 

7 


