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PRODUCTION OF
SHAKESPEARE

NOWADA S it is fashionable
to produce Shakespeare with
pomp and pedantry, poles apart
from the simple stagecraft of t?l;é
* Globe.” After all, the Pogg
wrote primarily to amuse the mén
in the street. His topical catc{r

phrases aid allusions, the clown-
ing, songs and masquerades, wele |
‘not meant’ for highbrows. St
| We may shudder at the though¥§ |
of a 15-year-old Hamlet, yely |
iCleopatra and Lady Macbeth wert:
first played by school-age boys. So
that when a co-educational schodl
guts on a Shakespeare pia{l,w-dau, |
hey have advantage of which the |
playwright. never dreamed —- |
aciresses for female parts, a quiet, |
attentive audience, music from a
great master’s Ren and mode B
make-up and lighting. nﬁ
| 1f Shakespeare could have been;
istanding in the wings at the recent,
|production of “A Midsummer
ight'’s Dream,” by the Dramatic |
Society of Balshaw's Grammar !/
School, Leyland, he must have de- '/
lizhted in the presentation. TFor
here was & areation shimmering
with fantasy, vet Iollicking with
|the down-to-earth humaur of *he|—!
Athenian artisans. b

DREAMLIKE QUALXTY

Here was a Puck who seemed '1
about to become airborne at any

moment; a Titania silver of speechi |
and supremely graceful; a Bottom !
who had_ the audienca with him | o
from his first entrance; the reegie )
of Thisbes and a benevolent K
Quince, who might have been|af
touring tho provinces-for a hall- Lt(

century, :

The lovers were 8s young and
petulant as Shakespeare would
have wished. And if they smacked
slightly of the Rugby fleld and
tennis court. how much more
admirable than the sophistication
of too many teen-agers. r
poise and_earnest teamwork was
praiseworthy. i 4

But the most magical, dreamlike
quality of the presentation was
that combination of fairy dancing,
remarkably clever lighting. and
exquisite o-stage singing whight
from behind the folds of a gauzy |
curtain, gave the immortals’ scenes|
a touch of sheer fantasy rarely |
observed in an adult or profes-|
sional production. ot |

FINE TEAMWORK

Tt would be invidious to single
out imembers of the cast for
special praise, and the spirit of
co p‘egﬁun among them 1is SO

keen that they are unlikely to seek
individual laurels.

Thote teachers who lent their
kill. time, patience, and specialised
nowl¢dge to create a rarely

A

beautiful experience from the
matedials at their disposal deserve |t
unst'mt.edl praise.w T n‘é

The . S Were X rrisoni{
(Th B R B : -1 |

us); . an
%Jyﬁ: D, Bullen (Philostr

_ Kelsall (Egeus); R.
Acktrs (Lysander); A. H.
(Demetrius); B. E. Hunt (Her-
mia}; E. Holden (Helena); G. ‘
D. L. Swarbrick, V. N Harman,
T. F. Entwistle (Amazons) i“ g
Green (courtier); J. K. Robinse
(Quince); A, E. Hall (Snughj JJ
1 Singleton (Bottom); R on |
| CFlute): G. T. Pritchard (Snout)if
D. W. Stan rld{e (Starveling} 4
Marsden (Puck); A. J. BSaly
(Titania); G. Topping (Oberoni|
E A, Duckworth (Cobweb):
Grimwood (Moth); M. Jo
(Mustardseed).

8. Robinson, P, A, Pickling D. L
Cook, A, Hilton, P. Muaddocks, J.
Hill (other fairies) and B, T
ham, B, Harrison, C. Turne’

M. Anderton (elves). D.*




Midsummer. Night’s Dream” presented by the Dramatic Society of
Balshaw's Grammar School, Leyland.

! The scene in the Duke’s Palace.—'‘ Guardian ” pictures.
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Shakespeare—
in stitches

r “hero” of Balshaw's Gram-
mar School production of
*Romeo and Jullet” last night

was A. Hall. He played a lively
Mercutio in spite of having
several stitches inserted over his
eye following injury in the Parkes
trophy seven-a-side Rugby compe-
tition the previous day, -

The brilliant Juliet of A. J. Salt
jwas the outstanding performance
of a play in which girl members of

the cast acted the boys off the
stage. The nurse of A. Marsden
was another well-conceived study.
. Romeo was playved tensely and
compactly by G. Topping. and the
large supporting cast worked with
earnest vigour-

Lighting and scenic effects were
most interesting. especially in the
final scene, which was enhanced by
dramatic contrasts of light and
shadow.

The play will also be given'
to-night and on Saturdal\)'. ; i

. L. W.
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She Stoops to Conquer

R DY

OLIVER GOLDSMITH

Presented by the
SCHOOL DRAMATIC SOCIETY
in the
SCHOOL HALL
Thursday, Friday, Saturday, April Ist, 2nd and 3rd,

at 7 p.m.
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CHARACTERS

(in order of appearance)

MRS. HARDCASTLE ... .. ... ... Audrey Meakin

MRESHARDEASTIEE PSS s A S Hal |
TONY LUMPKIN, his stepson PRSI S ST gleton
KATE HARDCASTLE ... ... ... ... Beryl Mathews
CONSTANCE NEVILLE, Kate’s cousin ... Jeanette Oliver
LANDLADY S e MargaretiSmethurst
FELLOWS ... ... ... ... G.N. Ryding, C. Mcllwaine

and D. P. Ditchfield
MARIIE VYA s i e m el | S R Crofts
FASTTIIN G5 S e SR S e D. W. Stanbridge
DIGEEE RYGEECSE S s C e s R. T. Egerton
RO GER S e e C 9T B SWilford
FOOMMANES S S e e e R. Swarbrick
JEREMY C. Mcllwaine
MAIDS .. .. .. .. Barbara Kenyon, Valerie Preston
SIR. CHARLES MARLOW ... .. .. .. I.W.Ogden
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SCENES

ACT [ Scene I : Hardcastle’s House.

Scene [I : ** The Three Pigeons .

ACT 11 Hardcastle’s House.
ACT 111 The same.
ACT IV The same.

ACT V Scene 1 The same.
Scene II :  The garden of the house.

Scene 111 : Hardcastle’s House.

There will be one Interval only, lasting fifteen minutes, at the
end of Act III.
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The play is produced by
W. J. DOWNER, Esq.

Stage Manager : W. RIGBY, Esq.

Settings designed by
MISS K. WHEWELL
and constructed by the Handicraft Department under
the supervision of
H. HEWARTSON, Esq.

Music : G. BLACK, Esq.

Lighting effects by
T. SPEAKMAN, Esq.

Make-up by
B. L. WILKINSON, Esq.
MISS E. M. BROMLEY

Costumes by
F. A. SMITH LTD., & MISS K. WHEWELL
who in conjunction with
MISS K. H. BALL

supervised their construction

Furniture by
EDWARD NIELD, PRESTON

Leyland Printing Co. Ltd
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The SCHOOL OPERATIC & DRAMATIC SOCIETY
presents

an amateur production of

The Pirates of Penzance
OR

THE SLAVE OF DUTY
s (37 e o
W. S. GILBERT and ARTHUR SULLIVAN
(By permission of Bridget D’Oyly Carte)

in the

SCHOOL HALL

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday,
March 29th and 31st, April 1st and 2nd,

at 7 p.m.
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CHARACTERS SCENES
Q’ A. : ACT I : A rocky seashore on the coast of Cornwall
MAJOR-GENERAL STANLEY .. ... A.J R. Bourn ACT II: A ruined chapel by moonlight
THE PIRATE KING Eoa e e LT RE Crofts
SAMUEEShis Lieutenantss =2 " vy .. ... ... D:Mee Interval of fifteen minutes between the Acts
FREDERIC, the Pirate Apprentice ... .. G. N. Ryding \KJ"/ . O
SERGEANT OF POLICE P. Makin Q ARGUMENT : Frederic has just completed his indentures
MABEL : : as a pirate, a trade to which he was apprenticed in error.
B G- Qxlosdona Margaretatherion His nurse, Ruth, somewhat faded but extremely amorous,
EDITH Margaret Sample wishes to accompany him into his new freedom. Frederic,
General Stanley’s daughters who has never seen another woman’s face, happens upon
KATE Fay Bolton General Stanley’s daughters—with the upshot that he falls
M A in love with one of them, Mabel, and the pirates com-
3 mandeer the rest. General Stanley saves his daughters by
BRI 3 a1 BAEE L éy‘f/ appealing to the pirates™ one soft gpoty declaring that he
RUTH, Pirate Maid of all Work ../ ... Pat Heaton is an orphan.
The intensely upright Frederic, ever the slave of duty,
Chorus of General Stanley’s daughters : feels in his new sphere that he must exterminate the

pirates. But they have meanwhile realised that, as Frederic

Kathleen Hosker, Audrey Hilton, Susan Harrison, Judith was born on February 29th, he is not yet twenty-one :

Parkinson, Maureen Salmon, Kathleen Wilson, Barbara he is only five and a quarter and therefore still has to
Smith, Jean Rae, Ruth Hosker, Sylvia Barnes, Joan Eccles, complete his apprenticeship as a pirate. Frederic now
Valerie Keene, Doreen Staton feels in honour bound to reveal the fact that General

Stanley is no orphan and has imposed upon the pirates’
soft-hearted credulity ! The Pirate King vows a terrible

Chorus of Pirates and Police : vengeance—but the story takes an unexpected turn and
J. K. Robinson, R. Smith, R. Heyes, S. R. Jones, J. Rigby, alliendsthappily:
R. P. R. Dawber, J. R. Martland, K. Baldwin, J. G. (=

Swarbrick, D. W. Ward, R. L. Slattery, M. F. Ingham, The Society wishes to express its grateful appreciation
D. E. Sheffield, P. K. Robinson, P. Nelson, H. E. Barber to the many parents and friends who have contributed material
and help for this production.
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Producer : W. J. DOWNER, Esq.
Musical Director : G. BLACK. Esq.

Piano Accompaniment :
G. BLACK, Esq., and B. L. WILKINSON, Esq.

Stage Manager : W. RIGBY, Esq.

Settings designed by
MISS K. WHEWELL

and constructed by the Handicraft Department under
the supervision of

H. HEWARTSON, - Esq.

Costumes designed by
MISS K. WHEWELL

and constructed under the supervision of herself and
MISS K. H. BALL

Dancing arranged by
MISS C. I. PROBERT

Lighting effects by
T. SPEAKMAN, Esq.

Malke-up by
MISS E. M. BROMLEY, H. D. JOHNSON, Esq.,

MISS M. J. CUMMINS, MRS. M. PICKERSGILL,
J. RUDD, Esq., MISS C. I. PROBERT

Police uniforms and truncheons kindly loaned by

THE CHIEE CONSTABLE’S OFFICE,
LANCASHIRE COUNTY POLICE

Leyland Printing Co. Ltd






