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PROl)UCTION OF 
SHAK£SPEARE 

Now ADAYS it is fashionable 
to prQllluce Shakespeare Vrith 

pomp and pedantry, poles apart 
from the Simple stagecraft of t~ ,.. 
.. Globe." After all, the Poot 
wrote primarily to amuse the man 
in the street. His topical cat~ 
phrases and allusions, the clow • 
mg, songs and masquerades, wer 

!not meant' for highbrows. 
We may shudder at the though; 

of a 15-year-old Hamlet, ye 
Cleopatra and Lady .Macbeth wer 
first played by school-age boys. Si> 
that when a co-educational schocol 
puts on a Shakespeare play to-dav, 
they have advantage of which the 
playwright' neve1· dreamed -­ 
actresses for female parts, a quiet, 
attentive audlence, music from n. 
great master's pen and moder1 
make-up and lighting. j 
lf Shakespeare coUld have been, 

standing in the wings at the recent; 
production, of " A Midsummer\ 
Night's Di-eam," by the Dramatic 
Society of, Balshaw's Grammar 
School. Leyland. he must have de­ 
lighted in the presentation. For 
here was z creation shimmering 
with fantasy. yet' I"llicking with 

ythe down-to-earth humeur 'of he] 
Athenian artisans. 

DREAMLIKE QUALlTY 1 Here was a Puck who seemed 
about to become airborne at any 
moment; a Titan.ia. silver of speech 
and supremely graceful; a Bottom 
who had the, audienca with him o 
from his first entrance; the reedlest 
of Thisbes and a benevolent 
Quince, who might have beep,A 
touring tho provinces.for a half-. y 
century, id The lovers were as young an 
petulant as Shakespeare would 
have wished. And if they smacked 
slightly of the Rugby field and 
tennis court, how much more 
admirable than the sophistication 
of too mo.ny teen-agers. Thair 
poise and earnest teamwork was 
praiseworthy. But the most roag.ical, dreamlike 
quality of the presentat.ion was 
that combination of fairy dancing. 
remarkably clever lighting, and 
exquisite o:f-stage_ singing whicl: 
from behind the folds of a gauzy 
curtain. gave the Immortals' scenes 
a touch or sheer fantasy rarelv 
observed in an adult o profes­ 
sional producLlon. · 

FINE TEAMWORK 
It would be Invidious to single 

out members or the cast for 
specia] praise, and the spirit of 
co-operation among them is so 
keen !fiat thev are unlike!Y to seek 
i.ndi vi al laurels. 
Tho teachers who lent their 

skiU.lme. patience. and specialised 
knowldge to create a rarelY 
beau ul experience from the•\ 
materials at their d1sposa,l deserve\ 
unstinted praise. . 
Th players were F. Harrison 

(Theeis); It. D. Maughan (Hip-' 
poly±r: D. Bullen (Philostrte); 
K. Ke lsall (EJgeus> ; R. B. li'. i 
Ackt."TS (Lysander): A. H. Moore, 
Demetrius); B. E. Hunt (Her­ 
mia l; E. Holden (Helena); G. Ha!l 
D. L. swarbrick, V. N Harman, 
T. P'. Entwistle tAmazons1. C. 1 
Grern (courtier); J. K. Robinson 
(Quince); A. E. Hall (Snug): J I 
'Singleton (Bottom I; R. 'l'. Egerton 
(Flute); G. T. Pritchard (Snout); 
D. W. Stanbndge tStarveling1: A 
Marsden <Puckl; A. J. St\lt 
1'f1t:1nial; G. Topping <Oberon>, 
E A. Duckworth (Cobweb I. B. A. 
Grimwood (Moth); M. Jolmson 
(Mustard seed). 
S Robi.n/;011, P A. Plcklmg D I 

Cook. A H11ton. P. !Vlttd(locks_ J n 
iHlt other fairies) and s, 'j 
hllm. B. Harnson. C. Tu.mt. 
M. Anderton (elves). D. 
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Shakespeare­ 
in stitches 
~ "hero" or BaJshaw·s Gram- 

mar School production of 
"Romeo and Jullet" Last night 
was A Hal]. He played a lively 
Mercutlo in spite of having 
several stitches Inserted over his 
eye following injury in the Parkes 
trophy seven-a-side Rugby compe­ 
tition the previous day, 
The brilliant Juliet ol A. J. Salt 

was the outstanding performance 
of a. play in which girl members of 
the cast acted the boys off the 
stage. The nurse ot A. Mnrsdep 
was another well-conceived study. 
Romeo was played tensely and 

compactly by G. Topping. nod the 
large supporting cast worked with 
earnest vigour. 
Lighting and scenic effects were 

most interesting. especially In the 
final scene. which was enhanced by 
dramatic contrasts of light and 
shadow. 
The play twill also be given; 

to-night and on Saturdav, 
D. L. W. 
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BALSHA W'S GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
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She Stoops to Conquer 
by ... 

OLIVER GOLDSMITH 

Presented by the 

SCHOOL DRAMATIC SOCIETY 

in the 

SCHOOL HALL 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday, April 1st, 2nd and 3rd, 

at 7 p.m. 



CHARACTERS 

(in order of appearance) 

MRS. HARDCASTLE Audrey Meakin 

MR. HARDCASTLE.. A. E. Hall 

TONY LUMPKIN, his stepson J. Singleton 

KATE HARDCASTLE Beryl Mathews 

CONSTANCE NEVILLE, Kate's cousin Jeanette Oliver 

LANDLADY Margaret Smethurst 

FELLOWS 

MARLOW 

HASTINGS 

DIGGORY 

ROGER.. 

FOOTMAN 

JEREMY 

MAIDS.. 

G. N. Ryding, C. Mcllwaine 
and D. P. Ditchfield 

. . .. . . . . J. R. Crofts 

D. W. Stanbridge 

R. T. Egerton 

C. J.B. Wilford 

R. Swarbrick 

C. Mcllwaine 

Barbara Kenyon, Valerie Preston 

SIR CHARLES MARLOW I. W. Ogden 

SCENES 

h 

ACT I Scene I: Hardcastle's House. 

Scene II: "The Three Pigeons ". 

ACT JI Hardcastle's House. 

ACT Ill The same. 

ACT IV The same. 

ACT V Scene I The same. 

Scene II: The garden of the house. 

Scene Ill: Hardcastle's House. 

p be 

There will be one Interval only, lasting fifteen minutes, at the 
end of Act ITT. 



The play is produced by 
W. J. DOWNER, Esq. 

Stage Manager: W. RIGBY, Esq. 

Settings designed by 
MISS K. WHEWELL 

and constructed by the Handicraft Department under 
the supervision of 

H. HEWARTSON, Esq. 

Music: G. BLACK, Esq. 

Lighting effects by 
T. SPEAKMAN, Esq. 

Make-up by 
B. L. WILKINSON, Esq. 
MISS E. M. BROMLEY 

Costumes by 
F. A. SMITH LTD., & MISS K. WHEWELL 

who in conjunction with 

MISS K. H. BALL 
supervised their construction 

Furniture by 
EDWARD NIELD, PRESTON 

Leyland Printing Co. Ltd 
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BALSHA W'S GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
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The SCHOOL OPERATIC & DRAMATIC SOCIETY 

presents 
an amateur production of 

The Pirates of Penzance 
OR 

THE SLAVE OF DUTY 
... by ... 

W. S. GILBERT and ARTHUR SULLIVAN 
(By permission of Bridget D'Oyly Carte) 

in the 

SCHOOL HALL 

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, 
March 29th and 31st, April 1st and 2nd, 

at 7 p.m. 



CHARACTERS SCENES 

--0-- 

MAJOR-GENERAL STANLEY 
THE PIRATE KING 
SAMUEL, his Lieutenant 
FREDERIC, the Pirate Apprentice 
SERGEANT OF POLICE 

MABEL 0a. &ales> 
EDITH 

KATE 

ISABEL 

General Stanley's daughters 

a. P.3 
RUTH, Pirate Maid of all Work 

o. 3Rs, 
.... A. J. R. Bourn 

.... J. R. Crofts 

-t% , 
P. Maka» }' 

Margaret Atherton 

Margaret Sample 

Fay Bolton , 
Ursula Badger~~·• 

Z. Pa Heaton 

Chorus of General Stanley's daughters : 
Kathleen Hosker, Audrey Hilton, Susan Harrison, Judith 
Parkinson, Maureen Salmon, Kathleen Wilson, Barbara 
Smith, Jean Rae, Ruth Hosker, Sylvia Barnes, Joan Eccles, 
Valerie Keene, Doreen Staton 

Chorus of Pirates and Police : 
J. K. Robinson, R. Smith, R. Heyes, S. R. Jones, J. Rigby, 
R. P. R. Dawber, J. R. Martland, K. Baldwin, J. G. 
Swarbrick, D. W. Ward, R. L. Slattery, M. F. Ingham, 
D. E. Sheffield, P. K. Robinson, P. Nelson, H. E. Barber 

ACT I: 

ACT II: 

A} 

A rocky seashore on the coast of Cornwall 

A ruined chapel by moonlight 

Interval of fifteen minutes between the Acts 
--0-- 

ARGUMENT : Frederic has just completed his indentures 
as a pirate, a trade to which he was apprenticed in error. 
His nurse, Ruth, somewhat faded but extremely amorous. 
wishes to accompany him into his new freedom. Frederic, 
who has never seen another woman's face, happens upon 
General Stanley's daughters-with the upshot that he falls 
in love with one of them, Mabel, and the pirates com­ 
mandeer the rest. General Stanley saves his daughters by 
appealing to the pirates' one soft spots declaring that he 
is an orphan. 
The intensely upright Frederic, ever the slave of duty, 
feels in his new sphere that he must exterminate the 
pirates. But they have meanwhile realised that, as Frederic 
was born on February 29th, he is not yet twenty-one : 
he is only five and a quarter and therefore still has to 
complete his apprenticeship as a pirate. Frederic now 
feels in honour bound to reveal the fact that General 
Stanley is no orphan and has imposed upon the pirates' 
soft-hearted credulity ! The Pirate King vows a terrible 
vengeance-but the story takes an unexpected turn and 
all ends happily. 

--o-- 
The Society wishes to express its grateful appreciation 

to the many parents and friends who have contributed material 
and help for this production. 



Producer: W. J. DOWNER, Esq. 

Musical Director: G. BLACK. Esq. 

Piano Accompaniment : 
G. BLACK, Esq., and B. L. WILKINSON, Esq. 

Stage Manager: W. RIGBY, Esq. 

Settings designed by 
MISS K. WHEWELL 

and constructed by the Handicraft Department under 
the supervision of 

H. HEWARTSON, Esq. 

Costumes designed by 
MISS K. WHEWELL 

and constructed under the supervision of herself and 
MISS K. H. BALL 

Dancing arranged by 
MISS C. I. PROBERT 

Lighting effects by 
T. SPEAKMAN, Esq. 

Make-up by 
MISS E. M. BROMLEY, H. D. JOHNSON, Esq., 
MISS M. J. CUMMINS, MRS.· M. PICKERSGILL, 

J. RUDD, Esq., MISS C. I. PROBERT 

Police uniforms and truncheons kindly loaned by 
THE CHIEF CONSTABLE'S OFFICE, 
LANCASHIRE COUNTY POLICE 

Leyland Printing Oo. Ltd 



and the oaes woo he'iip to 1925 when $,,,}de 
Artists were thanked Dy I Leyland, he had 

secretary, Mrs. D. Oliver. 

BALSHAW'S 
STARTED 

I PIRATES' HAS 
SOMETHING 
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0 t· :uid Dramatic Society 

BALSHAW'S GRAl\~•IAR School l pcr\~~y prescntccl their first 
scored an immediate success wIien school hall, on Tuesday 

musical, ,, The Pirates of Penzance, ll1 the s but with the nucleus 
cii 'vsaii, iey es (g,2{'{"" 3"Z?&i o uiai custow 
.5,#'32 "%'a\%iaw"a mwiiii nos we 
years in future. ·l a . . f tl cast voice could be heard clear Y an at.$«ff@pg",± 
but some had had previous stage . D id Mee (bass> 
experience in amateur stage pro-+ well y"©, ""'jcutenant, G · · samue 1e - , • 
ductions. _ 'Neville RyctinJ (tenor) Fred- 
Rehearsals have be~n ta~ng \ eric, u1e pirate ap_. rentice, 

place whenever . possible smc~ Petet· Makin (bass) Sergeant of 
October, and recently they had. pojce, Murgaret N!".erton, Mar­ 
exper guidance when they saW garet Sample Fay Bolton, and 
E..®'E% C% G:.f' wino idgr » uabe, at.h 
[Manchester. Kate, and Isa.be 1, Gene, nl Sto.n • 

ley·s do.ughtors. 
Produce_r, I\1r. W. ~- Downer, The Chorus of Gencro.l Sto.n- 

and muSlcO.l di.J:ectoi,_ Mr. G. ley·s daughters Included Kath­ 
Back, nave every reason O jgen Hosker, Audrey Hilton, 
feel satLS.fi.ed with . the iesults Susan Harrison; Judith Parkin­ 
of their labours. _w1t11 the cast son Maureen So.lmon, Kathleen 
they worked untiringly putting yiison, ·Barbara Smith, Jean 
every ounce of energy and skill Rae, Ruth Hosker, Sylvia 
mto the production. Barnes, Joan Eccles, Valerie 
The voices were fine and Keene, and Doreen Staton. 

blended extremely well in the The chorus of Pirates and 
chorus scenes, and individual Police were;-J. K. Robinson, R. 
part-s were couvmcIDg. . smith, R. Heyes, s. R. Jones, 

Nl.LSs K. Wt1ewell au~ Mis~ J. Rigby, R. P. R. Dawber, J. R. 
K. H. Ball deserve praise foi Martland, K. Baldwin, J. G. 
the colourful and spectacular swarbrick, D, W. Ward, R. L. 
costumes, which they designed Slattery, M. F. Ingham, D. E. 
and constructed. Sheffield, P. K. Robinson, P. 

Nelson and H. E. Barber. 
Well cast Piano accompaniment wa; by 

Mr. Black and Mr. B. L. Wil­ 
Many of the dresses w~re kinson Mr. w. Rigby was stage 

made by the girls in sewing manager, the settings were de­ 
class, and others were loaned. signed by Miss Whewell and 

Anthony J. R. Bourn (bass) constructed by the handicraft 
excelled himself in the role of department under the super­ 
Major-General Stanley. He was vision of Mr. H. Heartson. 
extremely well cast as the Miss C. I. Probert arranged 
elderly major. the dancing and lighting effect; 
The fine voice of Roger were by Mr. T. Speakman. 

Crofts (bass) as The Pirate Make-up was by Miss E. M. 
King was plea.sing to hear, and Bromley, Mr. H. D. Johnson, 
Pat Heaton (contralto) as Ruth, Miss M. J. Cummins, Mrs. M 
pirate maid of all work, could Pickersgill, Mr. J. Rudd, and 
not have been better. Her fine , Miss Probert. 
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Principal of 1 . -- - . - ·oul · 

Technical Colleae Mr- Gar :-t 1· sto so he . went into Phapel 
has also played f . ·1 31_ e Brow to avoid traffic. 
shire Cricket Tea~ t 1e Yoi k- P,(:. Derby said the bicycle 

· was m generally bad condition. 

1he cast in ©Pirates of Penzance" 
Photo; Guardian 

mae LILL. 
unity which ­ 

ess . ,al services, then 
mus be prepared to pay f 
those services. 
In Leyland, he said, t 

budget was influenced bv ris! 
salaries and wages, and by 
increased rate contribu:: 
their own housing scheme 

Salaries 
Although salaries had 

by about £7110, about 
of that figure was 
to capital development 
which did not influenc 
The estimated nse 

was due in some 
national nwnrds, but 
caused by contemp! 
ions to the tec.hru 
cope wi t h t.'leir 
development scheme; 
There had been ~ 

In the loon debt 
year. at £530,052 
amount outstandi 
£2.287,507. OI t 
472,000 was for 
velopment, whilst 

\ 
a.cqu\Sl,t\on \oo.ru; 
street charges w 

\

for £66,000. The \ 
on those loons 
the rate. 
Councillor Ol 

highways est:im© 
increase of £1.9 
be spent mainly 
ing and the 
district roads. 
The Housh 

mated there w 
352 houses com 
year. Of those. 
Council's own 
and 222 overs 
Hall estate. 
Rate contribu 

overspill developmet 


