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GCOMMENT

PRESS CONFERENCE WITH

THE
HEADMASTER |

Reported by Sandra Bleasdale

We have chosen to stay on: do you think games and gym

for sixth forms should be compulsory ?

I think it is good for you to have some form of exercise
and also for opportunities for physical education to
be as diversified as possible. If this were a town gram-
mar school | would probably be doing what | could to
get you the opportunity of going to the town baths
or even the local skating rink ! It is not easy to offer
you the choices that | should like to provide—I would
certainly like a much wider range. As it now stands
hovyever, I think you would agree that the occasional
period of physical education does not do any harm
whatsoever.

Do you think a commercial course would be a useful addi-
tion to the school?

| take the view that | ought to try to educate people like
yourselves in subjects which are of the greatest pos -
‘slbi‘e value to you, and in a grammar school | feel it
is important today to fill your time with academic
subjects. Shorthand and typewriting should be valu-
able to people who either cannot face a full adademic
course, or those who have got to the end of such a
course,
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What of the pupils who are no good for an academ’c
course ?

We do not have any pupils who are " no good ** at academic
subjects ! It is true there may be some who come
who are not very good, but at the same time | do not
think it would be proper for me to run a class on
commercial subjects. If this were a bigger school with
a larger proportion of the less academically gifted,
then | think it would be both possible and sensible to
provide such a coarse.

Are the relations between staff and sixth form toco formal?

| can only say that | do not find them so myself. My
impression is that they are quite friendly. | do not feel
’ that they are other than they should be.

What about cutside school? We are proposing coffee
mornings where pupils can meet members cf staff

regularly.

| think that would need looking into—I| need to know more
about it. The tendency is for sixth forms to be treated
as more adult communities, and | think it is valuable
for sixth-formers and staff to meet on social occa-
sions, but the meetings should be a natural part of
school life, and not "'set up.”

Since you have been at this schocl, you have seen quite an
acceleration in the rate of new subjects being intro-
duced. Would you like to see more ‘“modern’ sub-
jects like psychology and philoscphy being introduced?

| would like to offer as many subjects as | can, especially
those | think of as being sensible subjects for a school.

As for psychology and philosophy: they would demand so
much work in the sixth form if they were to be intelli-
gently and usefully studied that it would probably
not be very profitable educationally to do them as
serious “ A "' level subjects. It is my job to put you in
a position where you can go on to the kind of higher
education that you want to get. | therefore have to
see to it that you are offered those subjects most
useful to you in preparing for an honours course at
university in whatever subject you choose, or admission
to a coarse at training college. It is true, however,
that the bigger the sixth form, the more subjects you
can offer, and vice versa.

What new extensions are at the moment being proposed
for the school?

They will be starting on some new science labs. this spring,
and they will be built out on the boys side leading
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out onto the football pitch. The total plan for all the
school is still under discussion, so | cannot tell you
more than that at the moment.

Is it possible to have the library extended ?

Yes. My hope is that we shall have a new library out of the
consequences of having a new science block. It seems
likely to me that the new library will probably be the
chemistry lab. upstairs extended at each end.

Do you think there is a chance of us having a sixth form
room ?

Yes, that is part of the new plans of the school.
Should headmasters, in your opinion, teach?
Yes !
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If so, how much?

It is difficult to give a straight answer. It is really only by
teaching that you get to really know boys and girls,
but it is important that he ought to be able to teach
one class all the time—especially for advanced level.
On the other hand, a headmaster has to consider his
responsibility to the whole school, not to a given
group of pupils. He must, therefore, strive to reach a
compromise between the two.

What do you think of radio and television in school ?

To take radio first: there is a socket in every classroom in

the school and there is the best wireless set available.
There is no reason why anything that is on the radio
should not be available for anyone who wants to use
it. Sometimes the use of radio can be valuable for
special subjects, e.g., foreign languages.
As for television, | believe it has enormous potential
value, but the difficulty at the present time is that
if we were to make considerable use of television, |
would have to tailor the school timetable to fit the
wishes of the B.B.C. If we could put television pro-
grammes on tape—YVideotape—then | think it would
be very useful indeed. There is a limit to what you
can do, but the use of mechanical aids to teaching
is going to increase enormously in the next ten to
fifteen vyears, and may remedy the shortage of
teachers.

As it now stands, only the first year can go swimming: do
you think it will be possible for the second year to do
so as well ?

| suppose it would be possible. The trouble really is having
the baths so far away. The recent campaign for baths
in Leyland is, from our point of view, a very sensible
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one. If there were swimming baths in Leyland there
would be no reason why all forms in the school could
not go. At the moment, | think you will agree, it is
true that for every thirty minutes in the water, ninety
are spent out of school !

Why don’t first-formers get so many privileges?
What exactly have you got in mind?

Schoal societies, for instance, invite all but ‘' not first
forms.”

| have not seen these things, but | will take your word
for it that they do exist ! There is a very considerable
gap between a first former and a sixth former. The
fact is that whereas first formers pretend to be in-
terested in Meccano sets, dolls, and the ‘' Beano”
amongst other things, the sixth form regard them as
very juvenile ! It is therefore only common sense to
try to offer people things which interest them, and
these divisions as far as you are aware of them reflect
what people think. There is a chess society which is
open to first formers at the moment.

Do you think Balshaw’s will turn comprehensive while we,
the present first form, are here ?

You people will all go through the kind of course on which
you have started—you will be getting the same kind
of course as the sixth forms. The future is still under
discussion and very uncertain.

BALSHAVIANS IN FOCUS

An enauiry carried out by the Maeazine Committee.
Report by Jackie Beattie, U. VI Arts.

To get the enquiry off to a good start, a question was
asked about fathers’ occupations and, although there are
no striking trends to be seen among these occupations, it
may be of comfort to some that, if the world were blown
up by an H-bomb and only the families with children at
Balshaw’s survived, life could carry on much the same as
now—but on a much smaller and more select scale.

Houses could be designed, built, furnished and kept
in a reasonable state of repair. Among the fathers there
are farmers, grocers, bakers and butchers to keep us fed.
and textile workers and tailors to clothe us, There are
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miners and coal mechants to provide us with fuel; window
cleaners to do that job.

~ Cars can be made, sold, serviced. We can even take
driving lessons and be tested. Roads could be laid and
maintained.

Teachers, and others connected with ‘services’ are
available and we would be blessed with a fairly compre-
hensive list of medical men. There are policemen, postmen,
prison officers and security men—even a forensic chemist
and an approved school housemaster.

Scientists of one sort and another are represented and
we have commercial travellers, accountants, clerks and
managers—some connected with banking and insurance—
a journalist and a lecturer are also found. Two pupils have
caretaker fathers who would not be short of a job.

Our leisure hours would be catered for—there are a
couple of licensees among pupils’ fathers—also a club
steward and turf accountant.

The above—and it is by no means a fully detailed
list—shows us not only the diversity of fathers’ occupa-
tions, but also the differing backgrounds from which
Balshavians come.

A corollary to the question showed that one pupil in
four is the son or daughter of a Leyland Motors’ employee.
The percentage is highest among Fifth Formers’ fathers
where 309%, and lowest among Fourth Formers’ where 18
out of 85, are so employed.

A question on working mothers revealed the following
facts: on average 40% of pupils’ mothers have some
occupation outside the usual housewifery tasks. The per-
centage is smallest among the mothers of first form pupils
where out of 88 pupils only 15 can be said to have working
mothers.

Full marks go to the boy who in answer to this ques-
tion wrote for his mother’s occupation: ‘ Looking after me
—that’s enough !’

Old Balshavian parents:

In the school there are 80 pupils whose mother and/or
father is an old student. That is, among those who answered
the questionnaire one in seven is the off-spring of an old
student. The ratio drops to one in ten among fourth form
pupils and rises to three in ten in the Lower Sixth.

“How much pocket money do you getf ? **

Only one person gave a definitely indignant retort:
‘Don’t be nosey,” but several in each form either could not
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or w0u|d not say. In more than one instance the amount
was variable—how variable depending on the number of
erralmd_s run, or \_fv'nat was included under a vague heading
of *fringe benefits.” Among pupils in the Upper School it
was noticeable that pocket money was supplemented by
or replaced by wages from a week-end job.

~ The average amount rises gradually from 2s. 6d. among

first formers to 5s. 6d. among fourth form pupils. A leap
to an average of 9s. among Fifth Formers is succeeded by
another gradual rise of 1s. per form.

' Up to the Fourth Forms the average amount received
by a boy is about equal to that received by a girl, but above
the Fourth Form the average boy's pocket money exceeds
the girls—it is as much as 2s. more in the Upper Sixth.
However, the extremes in these senior forms show that the
range of amount is the same whatever the sex of the reci-
pient, e.g., in the fifth form the hiighest amount received
by boy and girl alike is 25s. per week; the lowest, 5s.

Employment

As might be expected, the proportion of people with
a paid jol increases with age, but the type of jobs is
roughly the same whatever the age. Types of jobs done by
girls do not differ greatly from those undertaken by boys.
For instance, both sexes do farm work, paper rounds and
shop work—the three major categories. On the other hand,
baby-sitting is restricted to girls, milk deliveries to boys.

One pupil in five has a job, but there is insufficient
information to come to any decision about wage rates.
Someone in the first form does errands for a wage of three
Milky Ways.

One second form boy “would rather not say what
job ' he does. Any ideas ? '

Careers

21% of Balshavians do not know what career they will
follow. Of Third Formers 889% are already decided, but
209, of Sixth Formers have still not made up their minds.
More often than not, more boys are undecided than girls.

41% intend to enter the professions, of whom 177
want to take up teaching; over three-quarters of intending
teachers are girls. Medicine is the next biggest prospective
employer, but for every doctor or nurse there will be six
teachers. Medicine seems to attract the juniors more than
the seniors.

Science attracts 35 pupils and these are fairly evenly
distributed throughout the School. All but two or three
of the intending scientists are boys. Technical jobs are also
in a sphere that attracts boys rather than girls.
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Little do they

think that .

A career in art is the aim of about twelve girls but
only three boys; similarly social work attracts girls rather
than boys.

The Services—Air Force, Army, Navy and Police—
attract several people, mostly boys, but the Army tempts
only one enthusiast. The police force seems the most popu-
lar of this category.

Agriculture attracts only six people—all girls, and all
in the Middle School.

In the School we also have three boys who aspire to
being dustmen; we have a budding Jimmy Greaves in the
first form and a hopeful boy who looks to No. 10 as his
future home, although No. 11 might also be considered.

Newspapers

By far the most widely read daily papers among
Balshavians are the Daily Express with 160 readers and the
Daily Mail with 132. The Daily Express is read regularly by
only 1 in 4 third formers but by 35% of the Upper Sixth;
whereas the Daily Mail’s biggest following is in the Third
Form and its smallest among Sixth Form pupils where only
23 out of 115 read it regularly.

The Daily Express is the most popular paper in the
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First, Second, Fourth and Fifth forms, but it is pushed into
joint second place with the Daily Mirror in the Third Form.
In the Sixth Form the Guardien is the most popular daily
newspaper—it is read regularly by every other pupil-—with
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the Daily Express in second place and Daily Mail—read by
1 in 4—in third.

Minority papers include the Bacup Times, the White-
haven News, the Wigan Observer, the Liverpool Echo and the
Yorkshire Post! One point of interest that arises is that
60% of the readers of The Times are Third Form pupils.

The widest range of newspaper is found among Second
Formers where 13 of the 17 papers represented in the
School are found to be read. By contrast, only 9 different
publications are read among Lower Sixth pupils.

44% of pupils read the Lancashire Evening Post which
is by far the most popular evening paper.

The second part of the question—' What Sunday
papers do you regularly read ?—shows that only one person
reads the Sunday Pictorial: only two the Sunday Citizen.

. after
five years
at Balshaw's . . .




The People is_the most popular paper but only 15%
of its readers are Sixth Formers. It is the most widely read
among the First-to-Fifth formers inclusive, but shares its
supremacy in the First Form with the News of the World
Among the older pupils it is relegated to third position by
the Sunday Times and the Observer, both of which claim
31 Sixth Form readers, or about 60% of its total readers.
The Sunday Telegraph is another paper that is almost
entirely restricted to Sixth Form minds.

The readers of the News of the World are mostly found
in the first, third, fourth and fifth formers. The Sunday
Express, fifth in the overall order of popularity claims 38
votes but there is an absence of third form readers.

Of weekly publications the Foorball Post is the most
popular, with the Guardian Weekly and Angling Times sharing
second place.

“ What Magazines have you bought in the past month ‘

In order to simplify matters four general headings
were introduced—Educational, Hobbies, Pop, and others.

The people who buy educational magazines fall into
two categories—the Juniors and the Sixth Formers. Only
eight people from the entire Fourth an‘d. Fifth Forr_ﬂs gave
any indication they had bought magazines of this kind.
Among the juniors ‘Look and Learn’ was_the most popular.
95% of its readers are First, Second or Third Form pupils.
It also seems to be the most popular of the educational
magazines, yet only 20 copies are bought per week.

Sixth Formers tend to buy magazines associated with
their academic subjects, e.g., the National qugrap/ucal,
History Today. The most widely read among Sixth Form
pupils is the New Scientist, 14 of whose 18 readers are
in the Lower Sixth.

As might be expected the greatest range .Of, maga -
zines is found under the general heading of Hobbies’ maga-
zines. The most popular are angling papers but only 8 of
these are bought. The papers specified include Stamp
Monthly, Amateur  Photography, Jazz  Monthly, Meccano
Magazine, Mechanix and Stitchcraft, but none clalms more
than five readers. Only 44 copies of hobbies magazines are
bought in the whole school—as opposed to 45 copies of
Jackie, the most popular of the next type of magazine.

Pop publications as a whole are the most popular
magazines but their following is mostly among the Lower
and Middle School. First Formers do not seem too enthu-
siastic about them, many being more interested in Beano,
Bunty or Beezer.

Jackie, Fabulous and Boyfr.end are the most pop_ular c?f
pop magazines: the popularity of Beatles’ magazines is
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greater than that of Elvis, the Stones’ and Billy Fury’s put
together.

158 people bought pop magazines in the past month:
of these half were either third or fourth form pupils.

Others: under this heading come the women’s maga-
zines—for which there were 112 sales. They are most
popular in the Middle School whose pupils account for 10%
of the purchasers.

Sanity is almost entirely confined to Sixth Formers, and
for every Upper Sixth reader there are two and a half
Lower Sixth pupils.

The * children’s comics ‘ type is as would be expected
most popular in the First and Second Forms, after which
there is a rapid falling-off as pop magazines and women’s
magazines take over.

Smoking

“No, of course | don’t smoke !’ said one First Former.
Other remarks worthy of mention are: ° | gave up at 13°
bv a Fourth Former, and ‘not at the moment ' by another
First Former.

99 pupils admitted to having smoked; 35 do not
smoke in the Fourth Form and Upper Sixth more girls than
boys smoke; otherwise the position is reversed, except
among Second Formers where equal numbers of boys and
girls answered ‘yes ‘—eleven in each case.

“What is your favourite winter sport ?”

Hockey is the overall most popular. 169 claimed it
as their favourite. Whatever hapoened to rugby ?>—it was
relegated to 3rd place, after football, by 95 votes to 117.
However, it was preferred to soccer among Third, Fourth
and Upper Sixth pupils.

There are minorities who vote for such as golf, bad-
minton, 10-pin bowling, fishing and snowballing. Some
even classify ‘staying in bed * as a sport !

Do Monopoly and Tiddlywinks really deserve a place?

And in summer?

Tennis reigns supreme at the top of the summer sport
pops. It gained 190 votes, but cricket was a close second.
Among First and Second Formers cricket is the most
popular.

About twenty sports were featured in a list drawn up
from the information given—a number comparable to that
of winter sports—but by far the most voted for after
cricket and tennis are rounders and swimming. About 8%
voted for the latter.
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