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COMMENT 

Why go home at 4 o'clock? 
An Editorial View 
by Barbara Antoine and David Farrington 

At a time when so many schools are considering termin­ 
ating their day's work earlier it seems to us that a more 
profitable course for our school might be in keeping it open 
longer. 

Where can better facilities for work be found than at 
school? 

A quiet, often unattainable at home, can the more easily 
be produced in a group of people each with a similar 
wish to work. All the distractions to be found at home 
are banished and as a result the work which is done is 
much better. To those whose subjects require special 
apparatus, especially the chemists, physicists, biologists 
and geographers, the necessary equipment is available on 
the spot. Of necessity the school possesses a library 
which without inconvenience could be made available to 
students after normal hours. Reference reading becomes 
easy, pertinent books readily accessible! 

We agree that the question of supervision is a difficult 
one. Perhaps, ideally, supervision would not be necessary or 
possibly it could be entrusted to the prefects. In any case 
we must remember that we are discussing only those who 
WANT to work. 

Once it has been accepted that school did not end until 
about five o'clock, then surely there would be a much greater 
willingness to attend society meetings which in turn may 
encourage societies to plan more ambitious programmes. 

What about the possibility of going home without home­ 
work? Would this lead to a new social problem of hundreds 
of idle children? We believe that, at least as far as the 
majority of students in this school are concerned, the time 
would be put to proper use. After all, surely they will be 
greatly helped by being made to feel that it is possible to 
plan the effective use of time. 
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The year that was 
A commentary on the past twelve months 
by Kathleen Glover 

Faced with the task of writing a commentary such as this 
it was difficult to decide where to start. the idea was to record 
events and activities not directly connected with school work 
which frequently go unmentioned even though they attract 
considerable interest and often only take place after great 
efforts on the part of those involved. 

The only link between many of the items seeming to be 
lunch time, it was perhaps inevitable that we should focus 
our attention on this crucial time of day. We feel that there 
is a certain amount of disagreement among members of the 
School as to how the lunch hour should be spent. The 
primary object is of course to eat one's lunch but there are 
surely few who feel the need to spend the full hour and a 
quarter in doing nothing more than satisfying their huge 
appetites. 

There are those, it is true, who see the lunch hour as a 
period of rest which they can devote to catching up on sleep 
lost the previous night, or, perhaps, worn out by a morning's 
rigorous mental exercise, they feel the need to refresh their 
minds for the work of the afternoon. Such people are clearly 
of the opinion that any activity during the lunch break will 
undoubtedly lead to a rapid and regrettable decline in 
strength and an exhausted afternoon. 

In contrast to these are those who spend this time in 
what might be called a profitable way. For them there are 
meetings conneoted with various societies and other enter­ 
prises and choir practices for the musically inclined. Turn­ 
outs and games practices are also held and during the past 
year there have also been frequent films. There is little 
evidence to suggest that people involved in these activities 
are less ready for the afternoon's work than those who spend 
the time resting. On the other hand, there may be some truth 
in the claim that their names appear in the Detention Book 
less frequently than those of their more idle colleagues. 

Following the acquisition of the fine new projector for 
which thanks are due mainly to the Parents' Association 
interest in films has increased this year with the result that 
more have been shown than previously. These lunch time 
films have been on a variety of subjects but the main topics 
have been science, travel and careers. The science films are 
primarily of interest to the scientific among us but few have 
been too specialised for the non-scientists. The range of 
these films has been wide and surprisingly comprehensive, 
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covering all scientific subjects from Physics in, for example, 
"Outline of Detergency," which demonstrated the theory of 
the action of detergents, to Biology with "The Living Pattern" 
on the subject of wild life in Britain and what is being done 
to preserve it. 

The travel films were mainly about France and therefore 
of general interest. There were also a few about Germany, 
Spain and South America. In addition, there have been four 
full-length feature films at four o'clock after a hasty cup of 
tea. These were in French so the English sub-titles were a 
great help to those who were perhaps not quite so fluent in 
the language. The average attendance at these four o'clock 
films was over a hundred and was really most encouraging. 
One of the films, however, "On ne badine pas avec l'amour'', 
did not have sub-titles and, to those not gifted with the 
necessary linguistic powers, it was rather like watching one 
of the old silent films! "Romeo and Juliet" was also shown 
and it, too, attracted wide support. 

The careers films are of particular interest to those 
about to leave school but they are only part of the very valu­ 
able work which is done by Mr. Downer in the sphere of 
careers and clearly it is the follow-up which offers the 
greater benefits. In this direction, too, we are very grateful 
to Mr. Downer for the-talks and interviews which he arranges 
with careers advisers from outside the School. 

Many Sixth Formers have been preoccupied with the 
prospects of a Common Room which will be provided as a 
result of the extensions now being built and which will no 
doubt have a considerable effect on the way in which they 
spend their free time at school, although hopes that it will 
be equipped with deep carpets and luxurious armchairs are 
probably illusory. . . 

The extensions themselves seem to be proceeding pain­ 
fully slowly, but they are beginning to look something like 
the drawing of the finished building which we published in 
an earlier edition. When they are finished these extensions 
will almost certainly affect all of us and already their pre­ 
sence has had some effect on the athletes who have had to 
re-route their running track. 

There are of course some activities which could not pos­ 
sibly take place during the lunch hour and these include 
field studies and visits to the theatre. The geography trips 
and field studies, for both of which we are indebted to Mr. 
Reese, mainly concern Sixth Formers and it was a party of 
"A" level geographers that recently attended a Common­ 
wealth Conference at Chorley Day Training College. It was 
mainly the same people who towards the end of term went 
on the by now annual trips to Malham and to the Lake 
District. 

4 

During the past year a record number of theatre visits 
have been arranged by the Sixth Form Society, by English 
teachers and by Form Masters. Yet again, a wide range of 
plays have been seen, from modern plays such as "Who's 
Afraid of Virginia Woolf?" and "The Birthday Party" to the 
inevitable Shakespeare plays, one of which was the Sheffield 
production of "Hamlet", although Manchester and Liverpool 
have been the more usual destination. 

Much of the information included in this commentary 
has been culled from the Magazine's weekly Newsletters 
which over the past twelve months, as well as giving a diary 
of the week's events, have tried to report and comment on 
those events which have taken place. We trust that we are 
not the only ones to find this a very welcome addition to 
School life. 

Two Views 
Before they left to return home Mademoiselle 
Gautier and Fraulein Wolffe very kindly con­ 
sented to answer questions put to them by 
the Senior Committee. 

What were your first impressions on arriving in England? 
Mademoiselle Gautier: When I first came, driving on the 

left scared me stiff. Also the number of women wearing 
fantastic hats was very striking. The difference between 
French and English "pubs" was considerably noticeable: 
in France, "pubs" are places where you can meet friends. 
and you go there for a break, not only for drinking, and they 
are not a mainly male community. 

Fraulein Wolffe: The first thing I noticed when I came out 
of Preston station was the speed of the cars, they were 
rushing so fast, and it was like this all the time. The friend­ 
liness and politeness of everyone struck me also. 
Which country is the most historically interesting? 

Mademoiselle Gautier: France has many links with 
neighbouring countries, and this gives it a very special 
character. Normally I would not think of them as a 
comparison. 

Fraulein Wolffe: English houses look threatening, like a 
criminal film. Cathedrals are very different, York is similar 
to the continental style. I love the architecture of the 
Georgian period. 
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Do you regard England as part of the continental system? 
Mademoiselle Gautier: We do not think of the British 

as Europeans. 
Fraulein Wolffe: Before I came, I thought of England as 

part of Europe-bu-t now, I have come and taught, I see that 
you think you are separate. 

Have you found any hostility towards you in Britain? 
Mademoiselle Gautier: None at all. 
Fraulein Wolffe: We have a guilt complex because of the 

past. As a German, you know that you are one of the most 
hated people in Europe. Whereas abroad they discuss this 
very frankly, in England this is not so, and Germans feel the 
hostility being hidden. 

How would you sum up the character of an English person? 
Mademoiselle Gautier: I should think generally speaking, 

a person who has been in uniform ever since he has been a 
child-and that implies lots of things. At school you are all 
the same, you do not want to commit yourselves, and when 
you are adults it is the same. There is something very 
disappointing about the English, and that is, that there is 
always a wall at some time or other. They will never cross 
this invisible line, but are always on the very safe side by not 
committing themselves in any way. 

Fraulein Wolffe: The English character is hard to discern 
because everybody has prejudices formed by influences of 
television etc. These images are most of the time wrong, and 
I am sure <that I will retract whatever prototype I declare, 
because I am influenced by schools, and by Lancashire. 

What would you say were the differences in character? 
Mademoiselle Gautier: There is a tremendous difference, 

because French people are demonstrative, and show what 
they feel. If they do not like you, you will know it. The English 
resent this because <they are not used to it, so for the French 
it is very difficult to deal with <the English. In France you 
really know where you stand, the British keep their relation­ 
ships very impersonal. You get hurt by things people say, 
not nasty, but "pulling your leg" when you do not know they 
are doing it, but deep down you are very hurt. On the whole, 
the French are more frank, and the English more reserved. 

Fraulein Wolffe: The Germans air their views, but the 
English seem to be frightened to give out their personality. 
The English are more reserved. The Germans are well-fed, 
lazy, always looking for prestige, they have big cars and 
houses, and spend holidays in marvellous places. They are 
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not disciplined hard-working people without a soul, there is 
still some romanticism for theatres, operas and ballet, and 
they are very important. Students are, in comparison to their 
parents, very active. 

Are the fashions in your country more or less the same as here. 
Are long hair and weird clothing as prevalent as they are here -­ 
what are your opinions on them? 

Mademoiselle Gautier: England is getting much further 
than we have dared to, as far as fashion is concerned. Paris 
used to be the hub, but England has started something com­ 
pletely different, and compared with it, Paris seems quite 
conservative. A lot of English ties are fantastic, in France 
they prefer very discreet colours. Some English seem to 
have funny colour sense. French men appear to be smarter, 
especially over the age of 40, whereas the English dress for 
comfort, not for fashion. As regards hair, we stop at "Beatie­ 
length,'' and I have never seen extremely long hair in France. 
I have a brother who is an art student, and he had long hair, 
and my parents were very hard on him for it. 

Fraulein Wolffe: Outrageous dress is not the thing in 
Germany, some teenagers copy, but not as many as do it in 
England. I think that they want to get rid of their conserva­ 
tism and free from their parents, although later they probably 
take the middle course. 

In the North, Germans try to be like the English, (i.e. 
the country gentry type) but in the South they do not. In 
Hamburg you find a really English colony, with English 
customs, and it is nearly a compliment if you say they are 
snobs. 

Do you have uniforms in your schools? 
Mademoiselle Gautier: There are no uniforms in France, 

only in religious schools run by nuns. You can wear what you 
like, except for make-up. The poor people do not show up 
as much as you think. French people never bother what 
you wear. Unless the children are really scruffy you 
cannot tell, for even here in uniform you can tell the 
sloppy children from .the others. I think the French children 
are happier and more relaxed without uniform. 

Fraulein Wolffe: We have no uniform except in boarding 
schools for very well-off families, who try to imitate English 
schools. I think it is good to keep down competition. 
How are your school timetables arranged? 

Mademoiselle Gautier: I do not know if French children 
mind about having Thursday off, but the lessons are longer 
than here, and so it is a good idea to have a break during 
the week. 
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Fraulein Wolffe: In some German schools they have 
classes from 7 or 8 a.m. till 1 p.m., and then go home to do 
homework. On Saturdays they go to school, sometimes they 
have every second Saturday off. I ,think that we have to work 
a little harder than you do here, and we have to stay at 
school a year longer ,till we reach seventeen. 

What are the forms of punishments in the schools? 
Mademoiselle Gautier: We have detentions in French 

schools, which are two hours, and they can carry on for six 
hours. Lines are not used. 

Fraulein Wolffe: We have detentions too, especially in 
the afternons and, as here, corporal punishment is not 
normally encouraged. 

Do you have school reports? 
Mademoiselle Gautier: At the Grammar School, we had 

reports every fortnight, which had to be signed by the 
parents. Every fortnight we had tests, and the marks were 
sent to the parents so that they could keep closely in 
touch. 

Fraulein Wolffe: We have reports at Christmas, Easter 
and summer. There are the subjects, positions and <then the 
marks at the end, instead of comments. There is more stress 
on oral and practical work in Germany than here. 
Do you have societies within school time? 

Mademoiselle Gautier: I do not know really, I know that 
in our Grammar School at that time we had many sports 
clubs. 

Fraulein Wolffe: We have plenty of time, for we are free 
in the afternoons. We are very active in sports, and have 
more variety. You tend to stick to the standardized school 
games. 
Is the amount of parental control similar in your country? 

Mademoiselle Gautier: I do not know many English 
families really, but one I knew has hardly any control over 
their children whatsoever. I cannot really give you an answer, 
because I would be just making it up. 

Fraulein Wolffe: We have more control than in England. 
I find that we give freedom to the development of the per­ 
sonality, and young people are allowed much greater 
freedom to travel alone. Parents just trust them from a 
certain age, and they have security and self assurance. I 
think that parents in England cannot care so much because 
many married women work, and cannot take care of their 
children. It is not as common in Germany, a woman stays at 
home and will only work when young or middle-aged. 

8 

What Next? 
STOP PRESS 
A Look at Journalism 
by Linda M. Kidd 

l; 

At least one of my first fanciful impressions of journalism 
was shattered at my interview with a local reporter on a 
daily newspaper. In no uncertain terms he made it clear that 
the career is not the social whirl and glamorous life it is 
sometimes popularly believed to be. Even so at the other 
extreme, journalism is definitely not for anyone looking for a 
steady nine to five job in an office. A reporter must be pre­ 
pared to work all night if necessary short of sleep and in 
difficult conditions, and without being paid overtime. 

This brought me to the important question of finance. 
Basic salaries are fixed by national agreement between 
newspaper proprietors and the unions. Most trainees are 17 
years or 18 years old when they start, and are paid between 
£7 and £9 to begin with, although a few do go to university 
first and these tend to enter at a higher level. This salary 
rises annually and can be between £1,000 and £1,400 at 24 
years of age. 

Every year, newspapers take on about 500 trainee 
reporters, a quarter of which are girls and most of the basic 
training is done by regional newspapers. The exciting life of 
Fleet Street is almost invariably for the experienced and this 
is the ultimate goal of most ambitious journalists. 

Although educational qualities including at least three 
G.C.E. "O" levels subjects are necessary, I soon realised 
that the main qualification is a suitable personality. 
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Newspapers believe that trainee journalists should be 
selected by those who are going to employ them and work 
with them and that a good editor is the best judge of aptitude 
and potential. Therefore, during an interview with the editor 
it is necessary to show a character suitable for journalism. 
To discover what this character actually is formed the 
hardest aspect of my task. 

I knew, of course, that a journalist must enjoy meeting 
people and be able to gain the confidence of all sorts and 
conditions of men, but it is clear that a really dedicated 
Journalist must have these qualities in abundance. If he has 
real feeling for the job, he must be able to deal with the 
humble without being patronising and the mighty without an 
inhibiting deference. 

Some journalists are born with a natural "nose for news,'' 
to use one of the cliches, which, I was told, newspaper men 
are advised not to use. It was stressed that a journalist must 
hav_e a natural ability to write and not rely on this developing 
during his career although some improvement in technique 
might be expected simply from continued efforts. 

I was surprised to learn that shorthand is not an essen­ 
tial, but a useful addition, as I had always regarded this as 
the basic necessity of a journalist's life. 

Most editors seem to regard it as a qualification, if a 
trainee has contributed to a school magazine, a fact which 
I feel should encourage would-be journalists to write for 
"The Balshavian." 

It is well known that those who enter this sphere as 
graduates have practically always already established a 
reputation with a university newspaper. 

When I had finally formed what I hoped was a true 
impression of the accomplishments and characteristics 
required of a journalist, I turned my attention to journalism 
the career in general. The fact is then, that, apart from the 
above exception there is no way of training to become a 
journalist in this country without first obtaining a job on a 
newspaper, as there are no schools or colleges of journalism 
running pre-entry courses. A trainee is put on probation for 
six months. If he is successful during this period, he is then 
indentured with the newspaper for three years during which 
time he can attend a course run by the National Council for 
the Training of Journalists. This course was started in 1965 
and includes instruction in local government, law, current 
affairs, English, shorthand and aspects of newspaper work. 
Journalists are paid during this course by the newspaper to 
which they are attached and are not allowed to sell articles 
to other national newspapers at this time. 
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After two years of general reporting, a journalist is 
allowed to specialise in the fields of sport or fashion, for 
example, but knowledge of the specific subjects is only 
gained from experience. 

I realise that there are few, if any, opportunities for 
travelling abroad for a provincial newspaper, as these buy 
their foreign information from the Press Association, but on 
the National newspapers, the opportunities are numerous. 

The journalist must be willing to accept full responsibility 
for his articles and must often be prepared to turn a deaf ear 
to public criticism. 

. My main criticism of ithe press originates in the popular 
view that Journalists exaggerate and often mis-quote. 
Although I was told that there are rules against this practice 
it is still difficult to believe that these rules are scrupulously 
obeyed, especially when you consider the limitations of time 
and space and also the number of hands through which a 
report has to go before it is actually printed. 

Finally it is my impression that journalism forms a good 
beginning for many associated fields such as television 
magazines or public relations and it is worthy of note that 
many of today's M.P.s began their careers as journalists, 
all of which goes to show that the young journalist is not 
necessarily labelled permanently as "PRESS"I 

--o-- 

What do you think? 
"As for the egregious Batman, which has now reached us 
in London, I would like a psychiatrist's report on the people 
responsible for it. Here, at long last, is the authentic "insult 
to the intelligence," of which I've always been hearing with­ 
out quite knowing what it was. Compared with this drivel 
Lew Grade's "Thunderbirds" is the complete works of 
Shakespeare. He does at least have the grace to use 
mechanical puppets to speak the stutf: the organiser of this 
infamy uses human puppets. If, as we hear, this ultimate 
idiocy is delighting the Americans, Wilson ought to take it up 
with Johnson (or Kosygin?) I'm not very hot on the 
"psychosocial significance" of anything, but let me put it 
this way: if I had a Batman fan in my platoon I would detail 
two men to watch him." (Maurice Wiggin). 
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Mr. Bennison 
by C. S. Hi/ditch 

The retirement of Mr. Benni­ 
son the Deputy Headmaster 
will have caused some astonish­ 
ment and perturbation among 
old Balshavians. It is as if the natural order of things had 
been rudely overturned. To begin with, he looks very much 
the same as he did when he taught the fathers and mothers 
of some of the present pupils. He doesn't look old enough to 
"retire." 

After taking his M.Sc. at Durham University Mr. Bennison 
taught at Buxton, then at the Fulneck School near Leeds ( a 
district which produced the great Len Hutton at whom he 
often bowled when Hutton was a schoolboy), and went on 
to Kirkby Lonsdale Grammar School before coming to 
Balshaw's in 1933. He introduced biology to the curriculum 
but for many years he has been Head of the Chemistry 
Department. 

He succeeded Mr. Lomax as Senior Master in 1948, a 
post now known as Deputy Head. 

Mr. Bennison had played rugger and cricket in very 
good company before taking up teaching, playing rugger for 
West Hartlepool and cricket for Durham Colts. His older col­ 
leagues always see him first in the mind's eye as a cricketer. 
The grace and flow of his stroke play in many a fine innings 
between the wars compelled the rueful admiration of his 
opponents and gave his friends many hours of pleasure. His 
canny and persistent length, kept up if need be for hours, 
tempted many a frustrated 1st Team batsman to his doom. He 
played until he was well past 50, until in fact Mr. Brown 
daren't take him off lest he should not be able to start again 
at the other end! 

His tennis was like his bowling, a game of tactical skill, 
not brute force. 

Not for nothing was Mr. Bennison a Durham man. 
Whether cricket, rugger or tennis, or in more recent years 
golf or bowls, he played to win. That was the object of the 
exercise. He had too much respect for a game like cricket to 
play it any other way. 

Not long ago a friendly youth in the middle school asked 
him if he used to play cricket! Such is fame. 

But all this is not to suggest that outside his job he was 
just a very good games player-though that is no mean form 
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of excellence. As a good scientist should he was quick to 
detect the phoney and the pretentious, among boys, among 
grown ups, and in art and literature. He has always been a 
sound judge of good prose and, as his fresh and open air 
descriptions of the school camps he ran during the war gave 
evidence, he could turn a telling phrase himself. 

For ten years he stage managed the school play, most 
of the productions still illustrated on the bottom corridor had 
the benefit of his skill and resource and, as the producer 
responsibl_e now admits, patience and tolerance. The lively 
(and at times vituperative) partnership with Mr. Hilditch 
was a happy time and brought some notable productions. 

The post of Deputy Head in a fairly large mixed grammar 
school is a difficult and delicate one. We have been lucky 
to have had a man who always endeavoured to be fair in 
dealing with colleagues of varying temperaments and­ 
where some of the older men are concerned-marked 
idiosyncrasies. Such teachers make up a school's life. What 
boy or girl wants to go to a school where you can't remember 
anybody once you've left? As for the pupils they too will 
remember Mr. Bennison as a wise teacher who discharged 
justice with tolerance and understanding. 

A friendly and companionable man, Mr. Bennison can 
be depended upon to enjoy a long and happy retirement It 
is the wish of all Balshavians past and present that Mr. and 
Mrs. Bennison will do just that. 
by M. J. Carlisle 

Mr. ,Bennison has contributed so much to the image of 
Balshaw's, that, now he has retired, to try to imagine the 
School without the familiar figure in morning assembly, or 
teaching in the chemistry lab., or taking part in any other 
school activity, is practically impossible. 

As a pupil at Balshaw's, my first real contact with him 
was in my wilder days in the third form over breaches of 
discipline and prefects' detention. Even then, when my knees 
knocked at his summons, he impressed me by his willingness 
to listen to the feeble excuses that made up my side of the 
story, and his fairness in judging who was in the wrong and 
who was in the right. When the position was reversed and I 
found myself, as Head Prefect, responsible for the other 
prefects giving detentions, I was again grateful to Mr. 
Bennison, because, I could always be sure that, if there was 
any doubt in the justice of a particular matter, I could sort it 
out with his invaluable help. 

On the lighter side, I am sure we sixth form chemists 
past and present, all have fond memories of those multi­ 
coloured valency diagrams, which he could produce at a 
moment's notice with masterful skill and speed, when trying 
to introduce organic chemistry into our unreceptive brains; 
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