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COMMENT

The end of the Mini

An editorial view

In an overcrowded world dimensions become less
and less. As distances become shorter, our planet seems
to shrink beneath our feet and we are invited to occupy
less and less space. Rooms become smaller, furniture
too. Everything it would seem is affected.

The Rolls has been replaced by the mini, the
country house by the caravan. The skirt has been mini-
mised. Hours of work get shorter and shorter. We are
beset by the mini-shop, the mini-cinema, the minibus, the

mini-restaurant, the mini-theatre and even the mini-
sermon.

_ Gradually the walls have crept in. The shortest, the
quickest and the cheapest have all made their contribu-
tion to our mini-age. This has become the century of
little think. The mini-steak produces the mini-person. ‘“‘Be
as little as you can,” is the cry. All to often we are taken
in and made to believe the opposite. “The Giant Size
in the Mini-pack” said the advertiser last Christmas.

. The walls are too high, our lives too narrow. Mini-
think is a curse. It stunts us all. The human personality is

in danger of shrivelling up, its imagination controlled,
directed and enslaved.

Let’'s put an end to the mini-world with its mini-

think, its mini-effort and its mini-visions. Let’'s spread a

little. Maxi-think is not impossible. The whole universe is
at hand.

Lord Robens

Interviewed by Sarah Thompson and Joyce Procter.

What are your happiest memories of your schooldays?

I had the great advantage of remaining at Secon-
dary School until | was 15}, when the school leaving age
at that time was 14. That was a tremendous advantage
as | see it now as | look back.

| thlnk_ the happiest memories |1 have of my school-
days were in the last few years when they began to treat
us like young men and not as boys. People are happiest
when they are taken at face value for what they really
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are, and | must give full marks to my teachers at
Secondary Schooil for recognising that we boys should
be treated as the young men that we were.

Would you say that a University course is necessary for
entry into Industrial Management?

If it is at all possible, | am bound to say that a
University course is absolutely essential if a young man
or woman is going to make headway in Industrial
Management. This isn’t to say that all Managers of the
future will be graduates. We are bound to leave the way
open for late developers. Universities today are becom-
ing more and more involved in the industrial life of the
community. They are no longer a hide-out, but a vantage
point from which the community can be served. New
technological Universities are being set up to cater for
a more practical approach to learning and business
courses are being started in many of the older Univer-
sities. A large number of the academic institutions of
this country have transformed themselves into instruments
for the furtherance of business efficiency and technolog-
ical change. It is for this reason that no young man or
woman embarking upon a career in Industrial Manage-
ment can afford to ignore these great changes that are
taking place.

What course would you recommend?

Not every course at University is immediately applic-
able to a business or management career. Nor shouid it
be so. Our purpose should be to develop an efficient
yet humane Britain, so that there will always be a vitai
place for study of the Arts. However, business manage-
ment, economics, sociology, should all lead to general
management, marketing and industrial relations. The
computer sciences, engineering, physics, chemistry, are
all useful ground-work, not just for specialists in these
fields, but for management as well.

Has your experience as a politician helped in your present
career?

Politics, like Industrial Management, is the art of
the possible. In the same way as the nation is subject
to limitations and endowed with possibilities, so the
business firm is in a situation where the limits of the
market and of raw materials are matched by the possi-
bilities of new techniques of production and new measures
to promote efficiency. It is the job of the politician to
determine what is acceptable and right for the people of
the country, and he uses the same antennae to determine
the potentiality of a firm. On the whole | would say that
politics has been my “University’” and has provided
splendid ground-work in Industrial Management
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What would you say were the relative merits of your
work with the N.C.B. and that of an M.P.?

I think | have covered most of the points here in
the previous question. The job of an M.P. and my work
with the National Coal Board are both part of the public
service, but naturally of a very different character. As an
M.P. | was closely involved with the affairs of my indivi-
dua_l _constituents, working out their personal problems,
advising them in their work and doing a hundred and
one jobs that every M.P. finds himself involved in. This
individual attention to personal problems is not so all-
consuming as Chairman of the National Coal Board.

Has your present job confined your political activity?
The answer to this one is a straight ‘yes’.

Have you any interests outside your job?

Perhaps the easiest way to illustrate the scope of
my outside interests is to list the organisations with
which | am associated.

The National Economic Development Council

The Royal Commission on Trade Unions and
Employers’ Associations

The Advertising Association

Guy’s Hospital

The Bank of England

The University of Surrey.

What future has the Coal Industry?

Would this be substantially altered by the discovery of
large quantities of Natural Gas in the North Sea or by
extended applications of Atomic Energy?

Coal is in an expanding market. Economic growth
and high standards of comfort ensure that energy is a
growth industry. In 1966 300 million tons of coal "equival-
lent will be burned: Dy 1980 this will have risen to 415
million tons of coal equivalent. Coal will form the bed-
rock of energy supplies and there will be plenty of room
for coal, oil, nuclear energy and natural gas.

Sir Henry Jones has estimated that 1,200m. cubic
feet of natural gas a day could be produced. This is
equivalent to 15 million tons or 5% of Britain’s total
energy requirements. It is up to us all now to decide
how this great natural asset will be deployed to the best
advantage of the country. We may well find that gas is
too valuable to burn, and the best use to which it can be
put would be to provide a feed-stock for the chemical
industry and so reduce our import bill for chemicals,

;Nhich is now running at between 250 and 300 million
ons.
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By 1975 nuclear energy will provide about 6% of
total energy capacity, but there are one or two draw-
backs that may become more important as time goes
on. Uranium supplies are not everlasting. On this
crowded island there is an acute shortage of sites. The
disposal of waste may present great problems in the
future.

How has being an employer affected your views on

Trade Unionism?

Being an employer has convinced me of the vital
role that Trade Unions play in safeguarding the position
of their members and putting forward the views of the
working force. Apart from this it has exposed to me the
requirement for far better communications within Trade
Unions. Trade Union officials should be far better paid;
they should be adequately serviced by research depart-
ments and they should have the resources to finance
publications which will provide effective communication
within the Trade Union. In this country we get Trade
Unionism on the cheap. It is up to the employer to help
the Trade Union official to do his job effectively and for
the good of industry as a whole.

Is there some conflict between distributing prizes at a
Grammar School and your party’s policy on Education?
Could you clarify this point?

| see no conflict at all. For me it is a great honour
to present the prizes at a Grammar School which has
a splendid ftradition and a fine reputation.

The State of Belief

A Balshavian Enquiry
Reported by Colin Damp.

, Of the 104 questionnaires completed 74 gave the
answer “Yes” to the question “Do you believe in God?”
17 said “No’ and 17 were undecided.

The majority, then, do believe in God but there, it
would seem, the similarity ends, for when asked to
describe' God to someone who had never heard of him
replies were so varied that classification was difficult

Amongst the believers, eighteen failed to offer a
description, twenty gave “a completely abstract force/
seventeen referred to him as “a person who . | or
“superior being' implying physical existence and four-
teen suggested that God is “in oneself” or "one's cons-
cience.”” The remaining three had rather more original

7



dc_escrfptions such as “a great comfort,” “what you want
Him to be and how you see Him" and the member of

U.VI. Arts who apparently thinks of God as a ‘‘cross
between Father Christmas and a senior member of staff.”

Of the seventeen who claimed not to believe, only
three offered no description of God, but the same number
said they \{vould not succeed even if they tried. One said
he couldn’t and then proceeded to do so. Apart from
these”and one other who described God as ‘“‘a force for
good,” the views of this group as a whole tended to be
somewhat cynical, such as the one offered by a member
of LVl Arts. “A creature invented to pacify men’s minds
when they are perplexed or frightened by something
which they do not understand.”

Nine of the seventeen “Don’t Knows” remained silent
on the nature of God. Others repeated the above views
but only one used the words “supposed to be.”

Supernatural Powers other than God

48 of those who believe in God do not believe in
the existence of other supernatural powers. Nine of the
remaining twenty-six suggest that the Devil exists” in
one's self” or “in one's conscience,” as with God, four
claim Evil is a force in itself and four more think of the
Devil as a person (presumably with a long tail and little
horns to boot!). One claims ‘‘temptation’” to be the only
other force in which he believes. Also listed were
“Natural instincts,” ““Angels,” and ‘‘'seances, but | believe
God has some part in them.”

The non-believers and the remainder had very little
to offer in answer to this question. One or two vaguely
mentioned Evil and the Devil, whilst the only outstanding
quotation came from an Upper Sixth Scientist. ‘“Any such
power is psychological, maybe Christianity is too.”

The Bible

: “Thanks be to God for this reading from His word”
is what is said after the morning lesson. The question
is “Is it God's word?”’ Only six of the seventy-four
believers thought so. The largest group, (22 of the 74)
regards the Bible as a “history book” of some sort. Four
said that it was ‘“‘the basis of Christianity” and a further
ten believe it to be a combination of the above. Nine
described it as “as a guide to the Christian way of life.”

The scepticism of the non-believers with regard to
G_od's existence turned to scorn when asked about the
Bible. Answers were as follows:—

“A Fairy Tale.”

_ "A flowery book of stories made up for a lot of
illiterate peoples who would believe anything.”
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“'Something designed to give insecure people a
sense of security.”
and . . . “the revelation of a way of life impossible to
lead.” The less scornful suggested a “history book” or
“a book propounding the ideas of Christianity.”

The Effects of Religion

“What,” we asked, “do you think is the effect of
religion in the world today?’ Four were left blank but
otherwise the replies were quite startling. Only five of the
believers thought to claim a beneficial effect whilst eleven
positively stated that it's effect is detrimental. Only seven
of this category said that its influence is strong, or went so
far as to say that it is increasing, whilst a tremendous
thirty-four felt that religion has little effect or that its
effect is dwindling. Among other opinions we find:—

“It sometimes restricts essential scientific develop-
ment.”

“It creates trouble in some places whilst preventing
it in others.”
and the aggravating member of U.VI. Arts who simply
put “Enormous” without saying enormously good or
enormously anything else. The final word, however, comes
from a scientist

“It (religion) is the only hope many people have —
but | doubt if it is enough.”

Understandably enough none of the seventeen non-
believers think that religion has any sort of beneficial
effect. Seven claim that it is positively bad, five “neglig-
ible,” two that “it does good in certain parts of the
world” while ‘‘causing strife in others,” and one main-
tains that its influence is stronger in uneducated areas.
Cynicism again in this reply from Upper Sixth Arts

“ . . .t is the greatest confidence trick ever, but as
long as | don’t get involved, it does not worry me.”

As far as those who are unsure about God's existence
are concerned there was little difference from the non-
believers, apart from the three which proved impossible
to decipher.

Missionaries and other religions

Fifty-three of the believers think that missionaries
have the right to convert but fifty of these believe that
there is some value in other religions. Twenty said that
missionaries have no right to convert, eighteen of them
believing that other religions have some value, many
being emphatic on this point. Others simply protested
insufficient knowledge.

The views of the non-believers and of the remainder
were rather similar to the above, apart from the following
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pompous commenti—

“If people are simple enough to believe, then they
are no good to the modern world anyway.”
Life on other planets

If God created life then do we assume that he
created life only on this planet? Sixty of those who
believe in God also believe in the existence of life on
other pianets. Others qualified their answers “Not in the
solar system,” “Not human life” and even “well—I| haven't
really thought about it”] For the rest the general view
sgemgd to be summed up by “Your guess is as good as
mine. :

Rewards for good behaviour

... More pocket money” was one reply to the question
What rewards are there for good behaviour?” Again,
starting with the believers, there were twenty-eight who
considered the rewards to be earthly ones, such as self-
respect, self-satisfaction or admiration. Seventeen maintain
that the only rewards are those of peace of mind and a
clear conscience, and only ten listed “life after death.”
Once more there were fringe opinions, such as that of
the Upper Sixth Artist. “Bad behaviour goes unpunished
far more often than good is rewarded” and the Scientist

who wrote ‘‘Christians should behave well for motives
other than rewards.”

The non-believers also produced the answer of more
pocket money but most gave the view that good behaviour
is simply to the mutual advantage of oneself and one’s
fellows. “The only reward is a hole in the ground,” wrote
one, ‘‘just as deep as the one in which evil-doers are
buried.”

Those who were undecided on the matter of belief
were rather evasive on this question. The largest group,
five plumped for self-satisfaction. One said ‘‘social accep-
tance” and one rather bitterly commented that people who
do good usually come off worst and concluded ‘‘you’ve
got to stick up for yourself — or else!” -
Baptism, confirmation and marriage

Looking into the future when today’'s sixth formers
will be parents, we wondered at what age, if at all they
would have their children baptised and confirmed. Forty-
eight of the believers accepted the traditional view that
children should be baptised before their first birthday.
Only two said “when they are old enough to understand
\:;/1hat they are doing.” Other replies ranged from one to
thirty.

Only four of he non-believers would deny their children
baptism, the remainder choosing ages between six and
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eleven. Of the “don’t knows” eleven will pander to tradition
(or grandparents) by having their own offspring baptised
before their first birthday. :
The question on confirmation produced nothing
decisive, the largest group, nearly half, stating that this
should occur during the teens. | S
ain, the replies to the question on place
was pp‘)?‘edictable. pFive of the non-believers would be mar-
ried in church, two in either church or registry office, one
in “Neither,” and one would allow his fianceé to choose.
Altogether, including all categories, twelve would certainly
choose a registry office in preference to a church.

Attendance at Church: how oiten and for w_hat reason?
Of the 74 believers twenty-six attend church at least
once a week, three roughly every fortnight, eighteen oncs;;
a month, sixteen cnly at Christmas or Easter, eight not a
all and the remainder “When | feel like it.” In the question
asking why, they were given three alternatlvegz—

(a) because you think it is the correct thing to do

(b) because your parents expect it

(c) because you enjoy it. ;

Some stated other reasons, such as “because | would like
to be a Christian’”. Most of the twenty-six weekly attenders
replied (a) and (c) (all have been baptised and only three
still await confirmation). The remaining believers gavcg very
similar answers. One specified *'(a) 20% (b) 50% (c)
30%" and one added ‘“because | think it is my duty as a
Christian.” Altogether there are nine believers who bavde
not yet been confirmed, all but one have been baptashe -
Of the less frequent attenders one said he did so when
he “‘got the urge to go” and aqot‘her said that he does
‘“‘not enjoy it but feels better for it."" Of the eight believers
who do not attend church one is neither baptised nor
confirmed, three baptised only and four have been
through both ceremonies.

Of the seventeen non-believers, twelve do not attend
church, four do so at Easter or Christmas and one goes
every week ‘“because it is expected by my parentsélt
Eight of the “Don’t knows" never attend Church, three >
festivals, three once a month, one once a fo_rtmgr}'t an
two every week (these two because they “enjoy ntf_). =
these two groups three are neither baptised nor confirm
and seven have been baptised but not confirmed.

Hymns and prayers '

d “When you sing hymns and say prayers daf tt:és
words mean anything to you?” Surprisingly many On“;;"
pelievers were unable to answer “Yes" to this question.
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SRl ket

Of the weekly attenders only eleven replied i irma-
Hve, although a further teg said “SoF:netimgs}'hear?glrcr)nnae
Prayers—~ye_s, hymns—no.” Of the remainder only two
gave a definite “Yes", the others replying with “rarely” or
Similar words. One went so far as to write “‘In Church—
Yes, in School—no."

Thirteen of the non-believers are unaffected by hymns
and prayers (twelve of them don't attend church anyway,
although they are present at morning assembly, of course).
The others and most of the “Don’t knows” admit to an
occasional belief in such words “depending on the
occasion” or “on the sincerity of the speaker.”

. Mere words?

By way of conclusion we thought that to ask for
definitions of certain words might be a suitable way of
assessing the accuracy of thinking of those who "had
replied to our questions. What did they know, for example,
?f tf;e terms agnosticism, atheism, religion and denomina-
ion?

Of the believers, only half gave correct definitions to
all four words. There were thirty-nine incorrect definitions
of atheism and agnosticism and no less than twenty-four
of religion and denomination. Nine of the non-believers
gave four correct definitions but the remainder fell down
on atheism and agnosticism. Only seven of the seventeen
“Don’t knows” gave correct definitions.

The state of belief

Although our division into three separate categories '
—believers, non-believers and those who don’t know—
was convenient to our purpose, it may tend to over-
simplify the pattern and suggest degrees of uniformity
which do not exist. Despite the limitations imposed by
our questions there were signs of a willingness to indulge
in independent thought and frequently the stereotyped and
traditional were rejected in favour of something new.
Disappointing as this may be to those who seek simpli-
fication and unity, it was encouraging to the writer of this
article to discover such independence from tradition, even
though this remains a minority reaction. Qur only regret
Is that we could not follow up more closely some of the
interesting questions arising, for example, out of the
attendance at church by those people who believe that
God is within themselves and not an external force. To
gloss over such questions is the almost inevitable feature

of surveys such as this. Perhaps an interested rea '
pursue the matter for us. 4 der will
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-This n’that

or, Simmering
by one or two of us.

It was so hot. Why does no-one ever open the
windows? | could feel the tomatoes beginning to ripen.
Even the shelves were bending under the strain. I'd
heard of “forcing” but this was going too far. As the
library windows gradually frosted with steam, | resoived
that | at least wouldn’t be forced to do anything. :

There | was down by the Junior Ficiticn, safely hid-
den behind the bent, huddled, blazer-clad figures. (Who
wrote the letter to the Lancashire Evening Post anyway?
What’s the point of taking blazers off when they are still
wearing vests and three pullovers, one of them “Knitted
by our Phyllis and she'd be hurt if he didn't wear it”)
Period six. We claim the record, forty-three people, only
thirty-eight on the list, one of five on the floor, so no-one
really noticed me as | lay back, put my feet up on the
shelf next to ‘‘Little Women’—must read that one day,
might be interesting—put “The Guardian’ over my fevered
brow, sorry, lively mind, and settled back in a mood of
silent meditation. (A four stream comprehensive, indeed.
Where on earth will they put the extra thirty people?)
This was it, the moment of unity, feeling at one with the
Tibetan llama or whatever they call them.

It was then that it happened. They'd tried every-
thing. Infiltration, sugary smiles, invitations, even elections
but still the idle few resisted. Now, here it was, the
product of the fertile brain of a nameless do-gooder—
“ldiers Anonymous.” The little message burned itself into
my Dbrain, glowing brightly from the front page of the
newspaper and written in secret ink only visible when
soaked in perspiration—"Compulsive idlers contact
and there was a name which even | dare not utter.

Yes, things have certainly changed. They know where
you are, every minute of every day. No time left to be
yourself. Never a chance to rest. And just think there
aren’t enough places to go round. We are the select, the
envied. What subtle publicity campaign has made sixty-
six per cent. of parents want to send their ambitions
where there is only room for twenty per cent. Somethin
here for the organisers of political prisons and concen
ticn camps. Butlin and Pontin know it all too. “A
closely knit community”—fifty to a chalet. How much
popular the concentration camp of the future if only
advertise it properly. “The very latest in electrical equip-
meni—be a real live wire and get switched on Why don't
you join us and live a little!”
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Phew! Certainly is hot in here.

_ Not that we keep things secret. Letters, up-to-the-
minute circulars, Speech Days, newsletters, magazines,
all keep information flowing.  Nothing is hidden. “Write
what you like,” he said “we’ll print practically everything.”
(For selections of items censored from this magazine
please send s.a.e. to the Editor, at the School, marking
your envelopes with an imprint of the right big toe
(washed)—soccer players need not apply—and enclosing
three milk bottle tops and two used straws).

So it was with a touch of optimism that | went along
for the first time to Idlers Anonymous. Alas, the hoped
for assistance to greater heights of idleness did not come.
Not that idleness is on the increase, mind you. The
duplicated sheet (what another?) which | was given ex-
plained that it was simply that they had decided to do
something about it. The new broom! Too late | reflected
on the alcoholics, the gamblers who had changed their
ways. And so, | slaved, but as | did so, as | reached that
top note for the one hundredth time, as | paid my Sixth
Form Society subscription, as | put the last of the 400
chairs back into place, as | finished the last line of my
long awaited essay on the Factory Acts, as | finished
my article for you know who, | felt free, free at last,
wonderfully free, and as | settled back in the empty
teacher’s chair and put my feet up on the chalky desk,
my eyes shielded by Newsleiter No. 48, there it was
again, the secret message . . . .

(The above is entirely fictitious and any resem-
blance to incidents or people alive, dead, or 50%
of either is purely accidental).

That Summer Job
“l was chucker in with a dust cart. This entailed lifting
the dustbin onto your shoulder and heaving its contents into
the cart without throwing the bin in as well. At first my
“chucking” wasn't so good, but it improved!”
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What Next?

A look at ACTING
by Linda Kidd.

NN MOOCY

To be or not to be...

| soon realised that this is a very important question
for “would-be” actors to ask themselves before plunging
into this already overcrowded profession. Whether they
really are prepared to spend about six years developing
their abilities, only to discover themselves part of the non-
working quarter of present day actors.

During my interview with Mr. Graham Woodruff—the
Associate Producer at the Liverpool Playhouse, | learned
that an employed actor must work at least ten hours a
day including Saturday to earn the regular, thrilling reward
of footlights and applause.

The usual way of becoming an actor or actress is to
attend Drama School for a period of three years beginning
at the age of seventeen. Very few girls go straight into
the theatre although several boys join a company “back-
stage” and work their way through to the footlights.
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