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COMMENT

PETER SINGLETON

During the holidays the death occurred, fol-
lowing a road accident, of Peter Singleton, ‘who
must surely have been one of the school's most
popular pupils. He was a prefect and a very keen
sportsman. Twice he won rugby colours and he
was captain of the 2nd cricket team. On many
occasions he shrugged off blows which would
have caused anyone less tough and resolute to be
carried off. He never let his team down, and he
gained the respect and admiration, not only of our
teams, but of our opponents.

He also took part in many other school activi-
ties, and as house-captain of Cuerden | was often
grateful to him for his untiring help at the house-
parties and in games. Recently he also turned his
hand to scenery building, and played a large part
in constructing the set for “The Importance of
Being, Earnest’.

In all these activities he gave very generous
and cheerful help and | am sure that the school
will feel his death to be a great loss and that the
staff and all pupils, past and present, who knew
him, however slightly, would like to extend their
sympathies to his parents and family.

S.J.C.S.

..9..10..0UT

An editorial view
by Barbara Antoine
David Farrington

Now that our ‘term of office’ as editors has come to an
end, to look back on the past year and pronounce upon the
magazine's attainments with any degree of certainty is a
very precarious matter. We felt, though, that in revealing
our original ideas for the progression of the magazine, and
in comparing them with how we see the magazine at the end
of our year "in the purple” would perhaps dislodge much
cynicism, and promote even more interest in the magazine

We started out with about five main principles:

—To reflect the life and interests of the school.
—To put the school in perspective with modern trends of
society.

—To encourage as much individual comment as possidle
and promote discussion.

—To present a greater amount of comment, hu
reflective, through sketches, cartoons and drawing
—To enlarge the scope and size of the contrbutad zacton
and to bring about a balance between prosze a ety
On the first two points, we have merely fo
perhaps sllghtly enlarged upon the work of pre«
Our success in the third is largely a matter for you acide
We confess to a certain unwarranted smugness gS nce we
wrote very little of the comment) in that if you compare the
Autumn edition (the “hat-cum-plant-pot”) with this issue, we
feel there is a greater amount of ‘open views." However, tact
and diplomacy are needed in the dealings with contributors,
we have frequently to consider serious consequences that
could result from controversial articles, which if printed
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+ would arouse ill-feelings towards the magazine, even if pro-
viding entertainment or amusement to the minority. Although
we enjoy criticism and healthy argument in the magazine,
a line must be drawn to prevent them becoming either petty
or malicious; and general good feelings towards the maga-
zine are very important! '

We confess to be still striving with the art. The exag-
gerated, the pointed, and the action cartoon have all been
tried. (We even considered attempting animation by produc-
ing a ‘flick-mag’). This edition experiments with a straight,
and we hope enhancing drawing. A grossly overtaxed few
soldier on at it—we hope that more of the ‘excellent artists
in the school will volunteer their help.

The contributed section has visibly improved the most,
we feell The success of this is your doing—we can only
encourage, and then choose the best. The small minority
who used to contribute has become a sizeable majority this
term. We only hope our choices for publication reflect this
improvement. Failure in one respect does hit us, we have
gone from one extreme to the other, from mainly essays and
short stories, to almost all poetry, and therefore the balance
still remains to be accomplished. How about joining th&
majority, and writing something? Write again, if you have
tried this time and just missed publication.

The final judgement on the ‘editors’ year’ rests with you,
—please express your views openly to our new editors. It
helgs enormously in giving you the magazine you want to
read!

Thus we wish the new editors good luck in their year of
office, and hope that they are able to achieve the aims that
they set for themselves and the magazine, and we thank you
for your criticisms, suggestions, and contributions in the
last year. We only fear apathy and silencel

‘That Interview’

by Alison King and Margaret Gormley

This article has been written for those who, unlike
Prince Charles, are unlikely to get into Cambridge University
on 5 ‘O’ levels, or to undertake a specially compiled coursel!
It is a result of a comprehensive questionnaire given to Sixth
Formers who have recently been interviewed by Colleges
and Universities.

A wide range of attitudes and experiences have thus
been recorded, two of the colleges being interesting if only
because of the “five bottles of Guinness on the R.l. Lec-
turer's windowledge”, and the actions of some of the
students who “took my father's vital statistics, and weighed
him on some bathroom scales.”
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Clearly, no two people can expect the same treatment,
even at the same university or college, but even so the
variety of experience proved truly remarkable. Interviews
ranged from the cursory (“I've got to go for my tea in ten
minutes. You are accepted. The way out is over there. Good-
bye") to the searching (*I felt completely bafiled. The two
interviewers fired questions on chemistry at me nqp-stop for
sixty minutes’). Memories, too, are very”varled. Can't re-
member a thing about it.”” “‘An utter fiasco.” But on the whole
it would seem that most interviews had a happy outcome,
even though many offers were strictly prqwsnon_a!,_ as for
example, “If results are conspicuoqsly.dlgappOIntlng we
reserve the right to alter our decision””—in other words,
“Don’t call us—we’ll call you!”

Much useful advice was offered by
both the successful and the unsuccessful.
The most frequently repeated advice
seemed to be “Don’t panic,” “Don’t give
up,” “Be natural” and “Don’t pretend to be
what you are not."” We were also advised to
“look intelligent,” *‘learn specific scientific
facts for any scientific course of study,”
and “make a list of all set books, and past
examination grades”. Another important
point is to think of questions beforehand,
to ask them! It is also wise to be prepared
to answer personal questions (“without
embarrassment’), including some on your
home town, tastes in literature, out of :
school interests and to give demonstrations of any musical
or artistic skill. One question repeated was “What is the dif-
ference between a nationalist and a patriot?”

Questions may be asked on the Prospectus of the estab-
li=hment concerned and, for this reason, you should have
answers ready on the reasons for your choice of that par-
tinular course, or College/University. Questions on the type
of education possible in the year 2000 may be asked and
- ieges may also set written tests.

It is considered to be unwise to try to disquise a Lanca-
<~172 accent, (‘“after all, someone has to teach us folks up
n-ith,”) and to give ‘yes’ and ‘no’answers. Itis also usefi! f

‘ormer Balshavian already there can be enlisted to give
advice and show you round. Stress is also placed on
censible, non-startling clothing. It is important not to give up
if one interview goes badly, “don't m‘uddle hali-heartedly
through the rest,” and above all to smile. The interviewers
themselves always seem ‘“to enjoy the whole affair.” As a
last hope, remember, there will almost certainly be others
there worse than you!
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As far as hospitality goes, the universities and colleges
were very similar. Most people were offered either tea or
coffee, with biscuits, and the majority were offered a free
lunch. The lucky few were also shown round the College by
lecturers or student-guides, and one person appeared to
have been always attended by a friendly doorman. Most
people received help from the Student Reception Committee,
and occasionally, ‘dutch courage’ from the student bar!
Some activities were looked upon with suspicion, however,
including tea with the principal and the unfortunate remarks
of old stud,fants, such as, “What do you want to come to this
dump for? The exalted were offered free rooms and break-
fast the following morning, although hotel accommodation
was also menhoned_, and one person was offered ‘“‘Full bed
and b,?%fd in charmmg surroundings for two nights at £1 per
night.” Tea and butties” seemed the most frequent feature
of the interviews whilst other interviewees chose to refer to
the fact that hospitality amounted to being given a chair to
sit on and a waiting room to wait in. One person was met at
the station, another transported by special bus from the town
to University, but the majority struggled on alone, bearing
sketch books and other fruits of their labours!

Those who are intending applying to either a Coll
of Education or University will find tﬁat the qualificatiggz
required vary tremendously. Most people who applied to a
College of Education found that they were accepted unpro-
VISlO'n:’:}“y. However, if one wishes to take the B.Ed. degree,
two ‘A’ levels seem to be required. Those who applied to a
University found the situation rather different.

What follows is a brief summary of offers received, al-
though, of course, our information is by no means complete
since we are in no position to estimate other factors which
may have been taken into consideration. Offers for
languages included B, B, C (Hull and Liverpool) and B, C, C
(Sheffield); English B, B, B (Hull) B, C, C (Sheffield):
History B, B, C (Hull); Chemistry D, D, D (Hull), C, D, D and
B, D, E and A, E, E (all Sheffieid) and B, D, D (Liverpool):
Physics D, D, D (Manchester), C, C, C and C, E, E
(Lancaster) C, C (Hull); Mathematics A, B, E (Manchester),
B, D, D (Liverpool), B, B, C (Leicester), B, C (Sheffield);
Pharmacy D, E, E (Bradford) and E, E, E (Leicester); Physi-
ology C, C, D (Loridon); Psychology C, C (Durhami).

In conclusion, we should like to point out that this is a
record _(an'd'only a partial record) of:past experiences of
certain individuals and is not intended as a guide to appli-
cants in general. All that is finally intended is that you should
be encouraged to think carefully, and well in advance, and
to make the best possible use of your moments of decision."
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To
Tell
The
Truth

A Review of “The Importance of Being Earnest”
by Leslie Wareing

With a highly stylised play like *“The Importance of Being
Earnest” with all its references to social values and prac-
tices which are no longer with us even the most professional
of casts faces a task of the utmost difficulty. Should they err
in one direction the whole thing will become so artificial that
it will lose the credibility of its audience. If, on the other
hand, they aim at natural realism the mood and spirit of the
play will be so sadly affected that the highly colourful
characters and the amusingly subtle dialogue will be ruined.

Oscar Wilde's play must in fact be regarded as a period
piece but, although its style may be strictly dated and its
theme only of historical interest, it demonstrates far better
than most that successful wit and characters never lose their
appeal. Nevertheless, the producer is still faced with a fairly
substantial problem in overcoming the fact that his audience
has probably largely lost sight of Victorian conventions, the
prejudice of a landed aristocracy and the subtle arts of
women whose equality was as yet undreamed of, all of which
are essential ingredients of “The Importance of Being

Earnest'.

In the case of school productions audiences though not
always enlightened are usually sympathetic. With a figure of
the stature of Wilde they come prepared for the best. “Give
a man the reputation of being a wit" he is reported to have
said, “‘and it is enough for him to say ‘Pass me the salt’ for
his audience to collapse with laughter.” The play too is widely
known, and, though there have been no dramatic produc-
tions for two years, the School Dramatic Society has an
excellent reputation. Even so, it was probably this break in
productions which caused your reviewer to feel apprehen-
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sive. None of the cast had had real experience of acting,
even though one or two of them had had parts in our Gilbert
and Sullivan productions. Add to this, the need to continue
living peaceably with the performers and producer the writer
can perhaps be forgiven for thinking rather sadly of another
Wilde quotation "“A little sincerity is a dangerous thing, and
a great deal of it is absolutely fatal.”

In the event, fears of failure proved unfounded, despite
news of ‘unprecedented scenes' at the dress rehearsal and
despite a first night attempt to put on a specially abridged
version. |t is true that mistakes were made but fortunately
most of these, such as the playing of the wrong record during
Act 2, were known only to the cast. Indeed, it is greatly to the
credit of the actors that they managed to survive and cover
up accidents such as these. Many a more experienced per-
former might have shown more signs of panic.

The example chosen must not, however, be regarded as
an indication that all was not well behind the scenes. The
cast will no doubt be the first to acknowledge their tremen-
dous debi to all those who supported them in their efforts, a
traditional remark in reviews such as this but nevertheless
a true one. Proper recognition was of course given in the
programme and it only remains to congratulate stage hands
and all other helpers on a job (or jobs) well done. Con-
gratulations are especially due to Mr. Wilson's sister, Mrs.
Haggie, on the truly magnificent ladies’ costumes and there
must be a particular note of thanks to the Wilmslow Guild
Theatre Wardrobe which supplied some of the men’s cos-
tumes at such short notice.

Members of the cast may well have had weaker moments
but it can still be said that there was no weak point in the
cast itself. Indeed, one of the highlights of the play was the
tea scene which included contributions from three minor
characters lan Bleasdale as Merriman and Sally Smith and
Carol Pincock as the two maids. lan Bleasdale was by com-
mon consent amazingly good with mannerisms and facial
effects that were an unending source of delight to all con-
cerned and perhaps he can be forgiven the very occasionaj
involuntary smile which momentarily relaxed his otherwise
deadpan expression.

Lady Bracknell is, of course, the most outstanding and
dominating character and her part is probably the most
rewarding as well as being the most demanding. The quality
of voice required is such as to impose great strain on the
tonsils and Vivienne Ratledge won widespread admiration
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for so consistently achieving the best that was possible.
Her Lady Bracknell had all the age, authority and affecta-
tion that belong to that part. Her performance was as grace-
ful as it was powerful and was at the same time both flam-
boyant and agreeably restrained.

A performance of equal merit was that of Elizabeth
Nightingale as the prim and proper Miss Prism. With the
assistance of splendid make up she was entirely convincing,
her timing and vocal expression being particularly good.
Christine Sumner as Gwendolen admirably reflected the
overbearing and self-centred characteristics, which were no
doubt inherited from Lady Bracknell. Hers was a vivacious
and attractive performance and her gowns were delightful.
Although more demure and less sophisticated, which was
only to be expected in view of the influence of Miss Prism,
Linda Kidd's Cecily had no less spirit and determination than
was shown by her near rival.

Frank Ryding as Algernon was a colourful and uncom-
promising epicure and was able to indulge in antics which
although at times lacking in subtlety were nonetheless
greatly appreciated by the audience. Also warmly applauded
was Colin Damp who played the two parts of the butler Lane
and of Canon Chasuble. The latter part gave him an oppor-
tunity to amuse us all with some of the best comic acting
that we are likely to see on a school stage no matter what
the occasion.

Of all the parts in the play that of Jack is surely the
least promising. It requires more restraint than that of
Algernon and gives no scope for the extravagant behaviour
that we expect from Chasuble and Lady Bracknell. This was
clearly recognised and accepted by Peter Watson and his
portrayal of the character was intelligent and finely judged.
His facial expressions and mannerisms were consistently
good and worthy of praise.

The performances of all the cast were most agreeably
enhanced by scenery that it would be difficult to surpass.
The surprising thing is that the set was both designed and
constructed by Mr. Wilson, as though the trials and ordeals
of production were not enough for any man. However, it
would be far from the truth to suggest that Mr. Wilson found
the whole experience other than rewarding and enjoyable
and it is because he was not alone in this that it is possible
to conclude with Wilde “On an occasion of this kind it be-
comes more than a moral duty to speak one's mind. It
becomes a pleasure.”
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Selected Poems by A.J.B.

by Linda M. Kidd

| felt that this edition of the “Balshavian” would be far
from complete, if it did not include some recognition of the
recently published “‘Selected Poems,” by Arthur J. Bull and
So | turned to the impossible task of choosing two or three
poems on which to try and comment adequately.

Although this little book represents only a small section
of Mr. Bull’s poetry, the delightful variety of subject and style
gives us some indication of the immense scope covered by
f\[/lr. Bull in his poems. Two poems which | like particularly,

Leaves” and “The New Coventry Cathedral,” illustrate this
variety well by a sharp contrast. The original approach to the
subject of leaves is a welcome and pleasing change from
the more usual highly coloured descriptions of Autumn, and
shows Mr. Bull's keen interest in Nature. The second poem
takes the form of a satirical protest against the modern
architectural design of the Church—or should | say Station?
As more than one edition of the “Balshavian” would be
needed to write a full appreciation of the selection, | mention
these two poems because they represent two very success-
ful, contrasting moods of Mr. Bull's poetry.

The personality and humour of the author is apparent
in many of the poems but most of all | think, in that wonderful
collection of “Tastes” which range from “a blonde who
wears a silver fox, And nothing else, above her bobbysox;"
to Patricia’s hair, “with ribbon red, Charmingly tied upon her
empty head.” This poem is, as Mr. Bull's past-pupils will
recognise, typical of his humour, and | wonder which of us
dare exclude ourselves from Mr. Bull's category of Patricia's?

Interview with

Lord

The transcript of a recorded
conversation between Lord
Griffin and the Senior Com-
mittee.

1 feel you must agree Lord Griffin that the most publicised and
exciting of your interests is your neo-Victorian stately home. Do
you find it difficult to maintain?

Well, you know the government has always supported
my privileged position but this new lot in power have made
the future look rather black for me. Harold seems deter-
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mined on my amalgamation with nearby estates. It now
seems that concessions will be made to enable the oid
ermine to be retained but | fear | shall have to open my doors
to a wider clientele.

These extensions you have built, Lord Griffin, was it not a
rather curious action in view of this likely amalgamation? Does
this verify the rumour that the building is a disguised armament
factory to keep the dastardly Lord Percy at bay? That skeleton for
instance . . .

Oh, good gracious, no truth in the rumour—nothing
more than added amusement for my staff and guests. Coun-
cillor Arthur insisted that we should have him once he
passed away. We were rather lucky he died so soon after-
wards, he has proved quite an attraction.

Has this always been your residence your lordship?

Gracious no! We began in rather meaner surroundings
in the late Eighteenth Century when Sir Richard died and left
his money in trust for a home.

Are there any definite progressions in the family as regards
religion and politics?

| think we have always been staunch Tory and we were
of the firmest Church of England for many years. My own
opinions have been much influenced by the Cornish Metho-
dists and | suppose you could call us "very liberal C. of E.”

You obviously approve of opening up Stately Homes to the
public, Lord Griffin, but do you really see them still as an econom’c
proposition?

| can only really speak for myself of course, but yes |
think so. The sale of my brochure (a new edition every four
months), the occasional féte, film evening and social even-
ina, all help. | organise trips abroad and to the theatre and
once a year | even put on my own production. | encourage
the use of my land and outhouses for sporting activities—
tennis, hockey, rugby, cricket, gymnastics—I think we dab-
ble in just about every game, although | am rather opposed
to this modern fanaticism for soccer. Then you know there
are my visitors, about 2,500 a week, with about 600 on a
really good day. | haven't yet been forced to stay open over
the weekend if that's what you mean.

Do you have many staff difficulties?

| think the old place must instil great loyalty in many of
them because | have comparatively few resignations and
many wish to stay on even after retiring age. Occasionally
someone retires after long years of service but mainly they
leave for domestic reasons or higher employment, One can-
not compete with the upper bracket and these women still
find marriage attractive in spite of my attempts to indoctri-
nate the opposite view.

15



What would you say were the exceptional attractions of your
Home to the visitor?

| think mainly it is the peculiarities of the place. Some
are almost unique you know. My spartan tastes in décor for
instance. Many find the furniture grotesque at first but they
are always attracted by the quite enthralling and curious
inscriptions on much of it. My kitchens and the catering have
to be seen to be believed. Then | think | have tremendous
entertainment for the visitors. | encourage concerts and fairs
in the grounds and buildings.

Would you like to describe some of your more unusual and
attractive rooms?

Well there are so many. Practically all have a singular
nature. Perhaps | should mention the banqueting hall though
with its most curious stained windows. The stains are not
only convincing but are in fact raised to give the real three-
dimensional effect. The grain of the walls and floors also
need particular mention | feel.

Then there is my library. | have an excellent array of
hand-carved plastic first editions, untouched by human hand,
and a rare collection of well-preserved paperbacks. The air-
conditioning has already produced many a prize batch of
cabbages, and scientists are at this very moment experi-
menting with its special schizophrenic-inducement qualities.

And | feel | must mention the torture-chamber complete
with rack, hangman’s gibbets, freezing cabinets and many
varieties of rods for inflicting punishment. | find the very
existence of them is enough to make my visitors steer well
clear and behave with exceptionally good manners.

My extensions are already proving attractive because of
their unusual aspects. Until recently they possessed a
specially corrugated floating floor and completely lightless
dark-rooms. Since | installed permanent staff my ‘home-
manager’ has been able to rectify such curios and make the
experiments the attraction. ;

With such a large home and your other commitments how do
you manage the day to day administration?

Well, | have a manager assisted by two very efficient
secretaries and then many of my friends in local business
help with the general running and improving of the establish-
ment. Meetings are held fairly often and then | have one big
meeting to report progress, and prizes are given to competi-
tion winners—an altogether dry but essential occasion.

Do you find many rules necessary and do You consider the
Home secure from outside intrusion, robbery, etc?

I largely leave the visitors to use their own common-
sense, although a book of rules is available. The place is
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erally burglar-proof. | don’t believe in these modern
gleanrm sgstemg, | just rely on the old locking-up method. |
have only had three break-ins in the last two years and_n’;y
trophies were once stolen—but | got them back only a little
worse for wear! i
Do you find that as an z'nﬂueflzltia! iz;m[awner it is difficult to
ood relations with the villagers: ; i
R Iugnf not the most influential man in the area, in fact my
concerns are very overshadowed by Sir Donald’s enter-
prises. He is not only a landowner but alsq a great business-
man (and he's in with Harold too!). | don't find much preju-
dice against my concerns by the villagers. A little upper-
class prejudice is all that | have encountered, but not enough
to complain about. | regard myself as one of the better land-
owners and an integral part of the local community. :
Finally Lord Griffin, I know you may find this a bit slupzc;'
but is there any truth in the rumour f!mt rhq p!nce. is haunted:
Lord Griffin? ...... Lord Griffi i i Lisamis M

Z |

(We should like to thank Lord Griffin for giving up so
much of his valuable time for this interview.)
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