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Year One - Eight- Five

by Brian Derrick

‘What an honour to write about the 185th =
shaw's Grammar Schcol's existence,’ was my firs)’:?ﬁguog;fhitagls'.
| applied pen to paper. . . although | quickly realised what an
enormous task | had undertaken. How in the name of Lord
Griffin, could I, a feeble-brained, misinformed, insignificant
Balshavian committee member, condense an encyclopedia{

of events and activities into two measl
Fianazines y pages of the School

“Well,” 1 hear you say, not a little perturbed, “wh
concentrate upon the more unusual, Iesg publiciséd ang Iggst
talked-about incidents during the school year? You might
mention that Balshavians have reached some peculiar loca-
tions during 1966-67. 3,000 miles have been travelled by
motor coach on trips, excursions and to and from other
schools for sporting fixtures. The more energetic have, by
sheer will power, attained heights of almost 3,000 feet in'the
Lake District, and the more adventurous have been whirled

into the bowels of the earth nearly 3.000 f
life in nearby coalmines. Yokt icetidownitolsanple

Also you could add, that though Speech Day ma
very remote from the sweat, grime and deafenisrllg n)éigzegnf
the co_ar-face_the prizes and certificates presented on that
occasion were distributed by Chairman of the National Coal
Bpard, Lord Robens, who appears to have an unfair burden
of problems at present with despondency over the future of
coal-mining and with the Aberfan Enquiry.

And what about Balshavian Foreign Policy?
) avia y? To the east
a successful policy of territorial aggrandisement is nearing
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completion, whilst to the south an extensive trench system
was constructed earlier in the year suggesting a belated
attempt at defending our position against two opposing
fronts of housing estates. To those in command, the removal
of inadequate shelter from ariel attack became a necessity
in the autumn term, and destructive plans were soon put into
effect.

Oh yes! you must record something about the Science
Block extension which came into use in January, even if it is
only a comment like ‘a space-age pill-box with T.V." or the
fact that it transforms the 100 yards running track inio an
assault course. Other ‘environmental’ changes include a dis-
play of modern art, decorating the walls of the upper straia
and periodically creating blockages on the stairs, and new
desks which are gradually being broken in and more antique
models being broken up.

And surely it is impossible for you to complete a page
without referring to the tremendous achievements of the ‘Big
Six’ (Sixth Form Society, Junior Society, Dramatic Society,
Mountaineering Society, C.E.M. and the ‘Society of Musi-
cians’) and the activities of smaller organisations such as
the Gym Society, Film Society, ‘the white box on stilts men’
and ldlers Anonymous. Within the school precincts these
associations have organised and arranged confabs, debates,
films, lectures, games evenings, musical contests, dances
and the School Play and Christmas Concert. But the most
outstanding feature of their work lies in activity and contact
with the ‘outside’. Most people will probably agree that Bal-
shavians have visited more places and met and talked to
more people, in a multitude of occupations in 1966-67, than
in any previous school year.

For theatre trips Manchester and Liverpool are the
‘meccas’, and within their boundaries the two Liverpool
Cathedrals, Manchester University, Liverpool Philharmonic
Hall and the ‘Guardian’ and ‘Mail’ offices have been in-
spected and explored. Balshavians have contacted an
amazing variety of persons on their travels — from atomic
scientists to actors, from astronomers to ministers and from
lecturers to gasmen, visiting such far flung places as Calder
Hall and Sheffield, or more accessible locations like Preston
Docks and Lostock Hall Gasworks to do so.

And how about sport? For the first time in the school's
history the title ‘Champion School of Lancashire’ was
achieved by our first ever Badminton team. The Under 13
rugby team are preparing to annihilate Blackpool's team,
because defeat by Blackpool ruined an unbroken record of
crushing victories last season. And the others — hockey,
athletics, rounders, tennis, cricket, — are these being sus-
pended by a quasi-official crop of inventions: shove
ha'penny, darts, squares, tip and run and soccer? The
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majority of sportsmen don't seriously think so—or do they?
You can say you think that House parties have had more
success than in previous years, all those questionnaires we
have filled in, Arthur the skeleton, the Ribchester survey, the
House music contest, the School and Staff matches, our
academic achievements. ...? 7"
: “0.K, O.K,, that's enough for a start. Now how do | write
it all down without incurring the wrath of people whose

activities,. | just cannot fit into two . . . and a bit pages of the
‘Balshavian’??”

Entering the Sixth Form

by Marilyn Hutchinson

What | intend to do in this article is to try and convey
a vague impression of the experience of entering the sixth
form of Balshaw’s from the fifth form of a secondary modern
school, in order to take ‘A’ levels.

The transition from ‘O’ to ‘A’ level is a long enough leap
for anyone to take, for some it is easier to accomplish than
for others. The ‘brandnew’ Balshavian in the lower sixth has
to adapt himself, not only to the new work, but also to the
methods employed by those who teach him, the students
with whom he learns, whose names and natures are, as yet
strange to him, and to a completely different routine in a
building, which, in the first few weeks of his arrival, is an
absolute maze. The whole situation is complicated further
by the necessity to hold lessons in out-buildings, which, to
me, a Wordenite, was a novelty. On one occasion, my time-
table required of me a journey to Room 18—or ‘‘the bike
sheds”. So, confident of the direction in which that room
was situated, | marched down the corridor through the boys’
entrance, and would in all innocence have carried on march-
ing in a straight line, had | not been hailed by a friendly
voice which bade me take a sharp left turn.

Inevitably, Balshaw's, being a comparatively old estab-
lishment, has a certain amount of traditional custom which
gives the school that special atmosphere which is lacking in
the recently built secondary modern schools. Whilst, at first,
this is rather a siring, it is very satisfying to know that
one has a share tradition.

There is a hest of small customs which the seasoned
Balshavian tenc » accept without a question or, because
of familiarity wi ;chool routine, fails to observe. Here are
some which | noticed in my first few days here. Certain
people, most of them prefects, dressed in entirely different
uniforms from the rest of the school; separate staff rooms for
the male and female members of staff; the wearing by male

and female staff of formal black gowns during school hours;

tiiat
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registration being called “form-meetings”—uvery confusing,
it took me a while to realise that this was not a special event;
saying grace after the meal in second lunch; lunch hour
being from 12.30 to 1.45, as opposed to 12.0 to 1.15; and
final bell at 4.0 p.m. instead of 3.45 p.m.

The atmosphere in the 6th form is different too, in that
its members are—or should be—almost mature, with the
result that there is a general desire to discuss topical ques-
tions during which some unorthodox and some amusing
views are given an airing. Whilst there are a number of
organized discussions, most, | think, are held informally in
sixth-form rooms or in ‘the area of provocation’. | remember
being mildly alarmed, on my first day here, to see one
notable science sixth former publicly abusing—with much
flamboyant gesticulation—all members of the arts sixth and
a certain political party, in the manner of a Hyde Park
exhibitionist.

All this was very amusing, but my major concern at this
time was with getting down to work and attempting to
acquaint myself with my teachers. It is at this stage that the
new pupil is most likely to feel he is labouring under a dis-
advantage. Having established a friendly relationship with
teachers of his former school over a period of five years it
is now his task to start afresh, attempting to make known
his character, aptitude and capacity for work, all in a com-
paratively short space of time, to the teachers with whom
his two-year association must mean so much to his future
career. Discussing this problem with colleagues | find that |
am not alone in holding these views. One person claimed
that her relationship with her teachers at her former school
had been partly responsible for her good ‘O' level results,
and one cannot help but make comparisons between
personalities—tempers—methods of teaching and teacher/
pupil relationships. Generally speaking, | think the latter
comparison, especially, is slightly in favour of the sixth form,
because here, whilst there are exceptions on both sides, it
is generally accepted by the staff that the average sixth
former is mature enough to be treated with the same regard
as an adult.

The lower sixth passes quickly, and now, thanks to the
pleasant atmosphere, the helpfulness contributed by many
members of the staff, and most of all, the willingness of the
pupils to accept “new people”, | think | speak on behalf of
all the thirteen '‘new’ sixth formers in saying that we no
longer feel like ‘intruders’ but more ‘fully fledged' Bal-
shavians.



. . . and announced
by Alvar Li-Downer

SPORTS 67

Victrix Ludorum was
Frances Newshaw

Phorographs by
The score was kept by . . .er. .. Colin Damp The Victor was Walne



Your Driving Test

by Peter Watson

A considerable number of our readers will be familiar
with this little booklet (D.L.68) and the advice it gives on
how to pass your driving test and the equally helpful last
paragraph in it which explains failure. Because such a large
volume of sixth formers take their tests from -time to time,
now and then and sometimes again and again we have com-
piled a small list of brief advice, tabulated for ease of
absorption. The rules are to the point and quite as easy to
understand as any of the Minister of Transport's little
pamphlets.

The Point of the Test

1. The test is to ascertain if your driving complies with the
standards laid down by the Ministry of Transport.
2. The test is therefore pointless because you know you are
a brilliant driver.
3. ...however your style of driving may not comply with the
regulations so why not take your test?
a) | have not got a £1 for the test fee.
b) | do not own a vehicle.
c) My vehicle is not
1. Insured
2. Taxed
3. Certified roadworthy
d) My vehicle is stolen and my instructor is banned
from driving until 1985.
e) I'm just plain scared.

The Highway Code

1. The point of the highway code is to show you that there
are over 400 separate offences you may commit, and that
with permutations there are over 2,000!

2. The highway code is logical and easy to read, for
example, one yellow line on the kerb means, ‘“‘no loading
or unloading during: less than the working day'. What is
the working day? ‘‘Exact times are shown on nearby
plates’ (1 a mile away).

3. Besides the Highway Code there is also a booklet called
“The New Traffic Signs” which you must learn, how-
ever. . . .

4. The absorption of this data is pointless. You already know
it all.

The Test ltself

1. Relax. Study the anomalies.
1. Take your motorcycle test on a 50 c.c. cycle
with automatic clutch. You may then ride
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500 c.c. machine home.

2. You could pass in the Services and then ex-
change a tank for a car.

3. You may take your test in a vehicle with
automatic gears eliminating nasty clutch
control and gear-changing.

2. “Examiners are Human” says the sign in the waiting-room
next to a poster reminding one not to try to bribe them.
They are not that human.

3. Waiting. Read one of the many motoring monthlies
spread about, after all you are paying. Frighten the
already frightened candidate beside you by telling him
this is your fifth attempt (in actual fact it is your fifth
attempt).

4. The moment of decision has arrived, “Mr. Kleindorp?"
says the examiner with hidden menace. Now you can
either do one of the following:-

1. Faint

2. In a strong Austrian accent say ‘No
Jones”

3. Look the examiner in the eye and sign “The
Right Honourable Julius Kleindorp, S.S.,
T.D., B.O.A.C.”

5. ‘“*Have you any disabilities you have not declared on your
form?” Now for sympathy. Gibbering gently and holding
up a bloodstained glove whimper “No".

6. Remember the examiner is twice as frightened as you,
his life is in your hands.

7. Reinforced by this thought you laugh insanely.

8. The examiner will take down your car number. He may
miss the fact that the Road Fund Tax Sticker on your car
does not say “July 68" but “Guiness is good for you™'.

9. For lady drivers. Should the examiner try to leave the car
during the test let him just try. You cleverly locked him in
and the handle revolves wildly in his clutching fingers.

10. When the examiner hits the dashboard of your vehicle for
Emergency Stop apologise profusely about the ash tray
you specially loosened as he brushes ash from his suit.

11. For motorcyclists. Examiners, like all other road users
have motorcycles.

YOU PASS!

1. You sign the Pink Slip gleefully.

2. You tear off your ‘L’ plates and jump for joy.

3. You are arrested for dropping litter and causing a dis-
turbance of the peace.

YOU FAIL! i .
1. Your collection of Form No. D.L. 24 (1964) is growing
isn't it?
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2. Just in time you remember the court case poster in which
a man was fined £25 for abusing an examiner.

3. You stand on the examiner's toe in your steel tipped
motorcycle boots unfastening your helmet muttering,
“Pardon, pardon, did you say something?” as he rolls
screaming in the gutter.

Remember finally, some of us may not pass our tests,

statistically it is not likely to be you.

Scenes of School Life No. 3

The Geography Room

by L. Waring, LVIA

In producing this, the third (1) in a series of articles on
rooms in the school and the subjects taught therein 1
attempted to take, as near as possible, the middle path
between the extremes of the Art Room and the Laboratories
(subjects of previous articles in the series) | decided, there-
fore, (.".), on the Geography Room, wherein (according to
one's personal viewpoint) is imparted to the eager masses
(?) that most scientific of arts subjects or most compre-
hensible of science subjects—SERBO CROATIAN HISTORY.
(er, I'm sorry—I don’t know what came over me, | mean of
course MOLESTRANGLING, er? . . GEOGRAPHY, yes that's
right GEOGRAPHY.

Back to Business

The Geography Room is (as even the most hoi of the
polloi can perceive) unique. What other room has such wide
and majestic portals (even if the doors cannot be trusted to
close or open without inflicting mortal injury), which other
room can boast windows which give a view of both sides of
the school field (even if they are usually either (a) broken,
(b) impossible to close or (c) both. Which other room can
boast such distinguished residents as Form 2L2 (2B for
diehards) and that most exclusive of clubs — the School
Bridge Society (strictly members only).

Of Merits and Demerits

Granted the Geography Room has not performed such a
areat service to the ool as have the new laboratories (M.
Foster in the previ edition gave ample recognition to
their destruction of one of the rugby pitches) but other
people have reason to be grateful for the work of Room 5—
for instance, without it the Upper 6th wouldn’t have a leg to
stand on—they would, so to speak, be left in midair.

Of Methods and Resources

Instruction is based very much on practical experience
(this ostensibly is the reason why Geographers [Godbless-
emall] spend so much time on courses, hikes, unofficial holi-
days [lapsus linguae] field studies and helps explain the
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large dents to be found in the world globe—prize possession
No. 1—since in fact these dents are practical demonstrations
of Isostasy [a complex geographical, geomorphological (!)
and geological phenomenon which to the layman may be
best described as compensation for pressure applied on the
surface of the earth]).

‘ (\ MouNTRINS

1SOSTRILC
(ONPLNSHTION

PRESSVQE
e pEx7ed -
TERRESTRIFL
Faaol /

But seriously, in this world of darkness and ignorance
the Geography Room stands out as a beacon of light (if the
lights weren't permanently on nobody would be able to see
in there) it is blessed with a group of hard working and
knowledgeable teachers who spare no effort to make the
running of the geography department as smooth as possible
and, incidentally, has its own, very fine, library to satisfy
the demands of the aforementioned eager 6th Form,
masses.

In Conclusion

So three cheers for geography, three cheers for the
teachers, three cheers for isostatic compensation and, as for
the GEOGRAPHY ROOM, God bless her and all who sail in
her; it's places like this which make you proud to be British.

Musical House Competitions

by Margaret Norris
The protracted and monotonous end of term was
somewhat relieved this year by the introduction of House

Music Competitions. e
The laborious task of organising such a fete was
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