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Rag, an Editorial 
In recent months, the Magazine Committee has received 

many requests that we should abandon the traditional kind 
of school magazine and produce instead our own Rag Mag. 
The request, we feel, is misguided because it fails to under­ 
stand the real purpose of a school magazine. 

line Rag Mag, with its insistence on humour, is aimed 
at the general reading-public and has no aim other than to 
sell as many copies as possible; the school magazine is aimed 
at a limited number of readers who share an interest in the 
school. It nas a responsibility to record the life and achieve­ 
ments of the scho0I and to reflect its opinions. The two kinds 
of magazine are entirely separate. 

We are always pleased to receive humorous articles, 
that they are both genuinely amusing and original­ 
that kind of entertainment which makes a magazine 
but, we can never produce a magazine whose 

is to amuse nor would we wish to. 
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The Untouchables 
a scientist's view of the arts man 

When we reach the sixth-form, we are separated from 
some of our friends and pursue our chosen course. Some of 
us will outshine Shakespeare, others take over where Einstein 
left off. As the first term progresses the difference between 
the two groups becomes very obvious. Not long ago they 
were like-minded friends, but now a barrier is quickly set up 
and each side develops attitudes toward the other. 
We see the arts man as a relaxed individual. His approach 
is different, his attitude to work is different. Perhaps this is 
a difference caused by the method of learning; it is common 
knowledge that he spends much of his time discussing or 
arguing furiously about this or that. We use up our spare time 
learning sequences of fact, but he, in his leisure, waves an 
elegant hand and discusses the validity of someone's opinion. 
We look enviously at his ease in conversation, his ability to 
speak in flowing language on topics that seem to have no end. 
We, on the other hand, become more and more diffident and 
inarticulate: we may know as much but we cannot say it 
so well. 

Slowly but surely the artist disappears into his work. 
His discussions lead to a marked spirit of comradeship with 
his colleagues. The scientist is excluded from his world. If 
we try to intrude they bind closely together, indissoluble. 
They are, to us, untouchable in an intellectual cloud and we 
no longer wish to break into their discussions. We are 
separate. 

We see them disappearing for the afternoon to a theatre 
or cinema. They are drinking in culture at the same time as 
receiving an education, they are exploring and learning a series 
of values to which we are almost blind. Cultural periods are 
given us to make up for. what is rapidly becoming a deficiency, 
and we improve, but there is no catching up. 

The arts man meals with humanity almost all the time 
and quickly achieves a maturity that we envy. Irle has opinions, 
thoughts, beliefs 0n almost everything and everybody. 

But his cir.earning, his discussions of abstract ideas can 
do him a great disservice, too. He is profoundly ignorant in 
matters scientific, technical and ordinary. It is easy to imagine 
him fiddling for hours with an electric plug and then blowing 
the fuse. He seems to have no idea about his future career 
and to have no positive aim. He is, in a word, indecisive-> 
persuasive, but indecisive. 

ADRIAN SAUL, U6Sc. 
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we had to say goodbye at Christmas to Mr. I. P. 
thematician and stonewaller extraordinary. Mr. 
been with us since 1965 when he came to Leyland 
Storrs Grammar School, Sheffield. He takes up 
intment in January as Head of Mathematics at 
mprehensive School, Nottingham. 

rton has always had a grim sense of humour 
conviction that any achievement is capable of 

, t. On one famous occasion, Taylor, currently 
athematics at Oxford, scored 92% on a Lower 
thematics Paper. 

"Not good enough," said Mr. Gorton, "That paper was 
so easy that both Mr. Wilkinson and I would have had no 
difficulty in getting 100%-that makes you third." 

We shall, of course, all miss him, but Mr. Wilkinson is 
particularly sad t0 lose his services. Mr. Gorton's departure 
means the breaking-up of a very successful Bridge partnership, 
and there werre touching scenes at the end of term when the 
two mathematicians were to be seen commiserating with each 
other over the mutual loss of a reliable partner. 

In his interview, Mr. Gorton snook his head sadly. He 
knows nothing of the Bridge potential in Nottingham, but Mr. 
Wilkinson has already lined up a successor in whom he has 
the greatest confidence. 

prehensive, has nearly 
Mr. Gorton does not 
t ose three 

hould not 

ensive 
conse­ 
rtment 

e with 
hool to 

ery happiness and success in 
Notti e will find time to come back 
and 

ANGLIA 
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suPEB! 
Come to our showrooms and take a look at a luxury per­ 
formance car you can afford-the Anglia Super. Take a 
seat, note the extra luxury of the Interior and try a few of the 
added comforts. Now take a test drive and experience the 
extra pull of its 1200 cc engine-that's when you'll realize 
why It's called the Anglia Superl 

TAKE A TEST-DRIVE TODAY! 

LEYLAND GARAGE CO., LTD. 

·©©©©» 
For all your motoring requisites 

Exchanges Hire Purchase - Insurance 

TOWNG ATE - LEYLAND 
Phone 21766 (3 lines) 
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EN AND 
OMORROW 
BIANCA 49/11 
3 fittings in Brown or 
Black Ash Grain; Beige 
Smooth Side or Cinnamon 
Suede. Girls 2 - 8 

to go 
to 
equal 

aptness - they 
d as 

SHOES 

FREESTRIDE 42/11 - 59/11 
3 Fittings in Black Smooth 
Side. Boys 11- Youths 11 
Hazel Smooth or, Brown Suede. 
Youths 2- 11 
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Badminton Club 

The Badminton Club, now in its third year of existence, 
has been thriving during the Autumn Term, not only among 
people who have already played the game, but also among 
beginners. Its popularity is perhaps due to a great extent 
to the fine example of Christine Barron. Also badminton is 
a sport in which the opportunity for playing outside school 
is limited. 

Although we have not played competitively so far this 
year, some matches have been arranged for next term and 
it is hoped that we will soon have regular customers. While 
inviting any new members, we would like to say that it is 
thanks to Mr. Kidd and Mr. Bulman that the Club exists, and 
it is through their help that the Club flourishes. 

C. McKITTRICK, U6A 

The Manchester Union 
of Secondary School Students 

The latent militancy of secondary school pupils is receiving 
some form of expression in the Manchester Union of Second­ 
ary School Students, which claims to represent a very 
important section of society hitherto either ignored or un­ 
known. M.US.S.S. aims at collaboration with the teacher 
to abolish corporal punishment, school uniforms and the 
examination system, and to demand a say in administrative 
decisions which affect its members. It is significant that these 
students do not unite in a spontaneous expression of their 
grievances but have to be roused, organised and shepherded. 

If this had been a movement from within the secondary 
school rather than one imposed on it, if genuine complaints. 
reforms and suggestions had been its basis, the union might 
have had more appeal, more support and more publicity. Its 
immediate aims are so unimportant, uncontroversial and 
unmoving that it has aroused little enthusiasm. The issues 
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either already past history, as with the case 
ishment, minor details, ---for school uniform 

, Or simply destructive, as in the case of 
bolish the examination system. They claim 
occur only if authoritarians try to crush the 
union, however, gives the impression of 

for a few hotheads who are merely following 
ion fer demonstration and revolt, and their 
od intent sounds more like a challenge than 

The extension of the franchise is a healthy growth in the 
our society but it is an unwarranted step to 
secondary school student the right to have a 
ay-to-day organisation just because eighteen­ 
soon have the vote. Experience cannot be 
ht in this way; it wastes time that could be 

profitable ways. Democracy works only if it is 
expediency and if change is slow. Participation 
nment now or in the near future would inevitably 
rnment and chaos. 

Even so, the formation of the union does point to a 
need in the world of education. Educational 
ns and administrators change and reform education, 
s arrangement and that, without, or apparently 
ny reference to the people whose education and 

aping. lihey would perhaps do well to 
meetings so much as those people whose 

ds on the decisions taken. 

mmunica but 

SALLY THOMPSON, U6 Arts. 
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In a climate increasingly conscious of differing views 
on education 

A LOOK AT THE ALTERNATIVE TO CO-EDUCATION 

The Single-Sex School 
Continuing the policy of the school magazine to look 

outwards as well as inwards in the field of education, it was 
decided to contrast the merits of co-education against a boys' 
and a girls' school. Accordingly we chose to interview Ian 
Day, the Head Boy of K.G.V. and Alison Taylor, the Head Girl 
of the High School, Southport. 

JAN DAY 

What would you say the advantages and disadvantages 
of separate education are-intellectually and socially ? 

I think that the distractions of co-education are exagg­ 
erated, but as a member of a boys' school, I do not think we 
suffer greatly in the social sphere. We enjoy mixed societies 
with the local girls' school such as a joint film society showing 
films chosen rather for their general entertainment value than 
for their specific cultural value. Among the films we have 
enjoyed this term are '"Tom Jones'' and "The War Game. 

Does the general affluence of the area and the prosperity 
of the parents lead to a chance of a better education for the 
children of Southport, than in less fortunate areas of the 
country ? 

Yes-we have considerable financial support from the 
parents. The money is raised by raffles and dances and has 
supplied a hostel which is used as a base for hiking and other 
outdoor activities. Being a single sex school this sort of 
activity perhaps requires less supervision. 

Do you consider the average sixth former sufficiently 
mature to vote ? 

No--they do not think widely enough, nor are they 
really committed. 

What do you consider wrong with the present form of 
examinations ? Are "O" and "A" level true reflections of 
a pupil's potential ? 

The ideal would be to have no exams at all; a mare 
general assessment over the whole year would be of more 
use. But this would create some difficulties on the science 
side. 
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rms of discipline are employed ? What is the 
prefects' authority ? 

V. we have a fairly liberal system with senior 
refects. The junior prefects are recruited from 

and deal exclusively with the lower school. 
refects are responsible for the conduct of the 
They have the powers of detention including the 
rning detention. 
es hold an important position in school life ? 
think separate schools tend to place a greater 

• ) sport ? 
Games are very important, developing school spirit and 

loyalty. The limitations of social life throw an emphasis on 
games. Sport also encourages inter-house rivalry. 

On the whole it would seem that the disadvantages of 
siragle sex education have been reduced to a minimum in the 
Sixties. The boys of K.G.V. live much closer to outside 
reality than our vague misconceptions, accumulated from 
Victorian novels, hacl led us to believe. 

, gain another viewpoint of life at a non-coedu­ 
ool, we interviewed the Head Girl of the High 
rather different interpretation of the co-operation 
boys' and the girls' schools emerges. This is 

or, the answers of the interviewees must be 
their, own feelings and individual standpoints. It 
range if the same situation were not seen in a 

. , • t by each participant. 
In aeneral we posed the same questions to Alison and 

: ut to Alison proved topical on 
Seh00 s ace has 
answ ions. 

ld rest 
iti and 
in our 
ini 

r the advantages and disadvantages 

s that the younger girls are not 
on that they would run 
by a separate education. 
aturally shy and bashful 
fficult to make exterior 
ore idealistic view of the 
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Do you consider the average sixth former mature enough 
to vote ? 

Probably not. A mixed education is a great advantage 
in developing a mature outlook. 

What are your views on the present form of exams. at 
"O" and "A" level ? 

A new pattern should be adopted ."O" level only teaches 
you how to absorb factual information. "A" level develops 
your own ideas but two years is not long enough to learn 
how to think. A more balanced system would be four years 
to "O" level and three years to "A" level. At present one 
may just be lucky in the questions which come up on the 
paper. 

What do you see as the position of the sixth form ? 

This year we have moved into a new sixth form block, 
completely separate from the rest of the school, which is 
not supervised by the staff. We have two common rooms, 
a kitchen, a library and individual rooms for private study. 

Socially, as well as physically, the position of the sixth 
form has changed. The prefectorial system has been discarded 
in favour of a system of "Equal Responsibility'". This applies 
to all members of the sixth form. Four committees composed 
of both Upper and Lower Sixth have been set up-Amenities, 
Service, Discipline and Entertainments. Each of these com­ 
mittees has a chairman who is in turn a member of the 
ultimately powerful School Council. This body consists of 
the Headmistress as President, the Head Girl as Chairman, 
two members of Staff and the four chairmen of the Com­ 
mittees. Each member has one vote so that the girls have 
in effect the majority vote. 

The system aims to bring all members of the sixth form 
into the problems of running the school. The Upper Sixth 
have less work than under the old system and the Lower 
Sixth are eased into the problems of discipline. 

lihe system is revolutionary and is not without its 
administrative problems. It aims at a consideration of every 
opinion but Committee meetings tend to be dominated by the 
Upper Sixth. Some people are not ready to accept such 
responsibility; others do not even want it. The scheme is 
still on trial and its future still hangs in the balance. Its 
success or failure is up to the Sixth as a whole. 
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iform is useful in reducing competition in 
nee, especially in the lower school. In the 
lations have been relaxed, however. The 
irt, white blouse and green tie are replaced 
n skirt matched to either a mauve, grey and 
se worn without a tie, or a blue twin-set. 

mixed activities with the local boys' 

We have a joint film society but integration is 
difficult to encourage. Conversation between boys and girls 
is often a eontinuati0n of a friendship formed outside school 
rcles altogether, rather than a spontaneous product of the 

lities of the film society. One or two joint rambles have 
been held but these are often difficult to organise so that 
they do not conflict with other activities at either school. 

The single sex schools are not, then, the home of eternal 
conservatism. They may cherish tradition-a rare feeling 
these <days-but they: are also prepared to move with the 
times. They are as receptive to contemporary ideas as the 
plate-glass comprehensive. Our glimpse of life at the single 
sex school left us with a reformed impression. We hope it 
may dispel some misconceptions and yield a little insight into 
the alternative to co-education. 

GILLIAN KIRKHAM, 
DORCAS HOWE, 
and CHRISTOPHER McKITTRICK. 

pt Adam, 

JENNIE EVANS, 3G. 

Mr. C. S. Hilditch 

We have all heard of unions: railway unions, dockers' 
unions, even students' unions, but it will come as a surprise 
to many pupils to learn that teachers have unions, too. 

One such union is the I.A.AM., the Incorporated Associ­ 
ation of Assistant Masters in Secondary Schools, or, as it is 
more conveniently known, the A.M.A., the Assistant Masters' 
Association. 

Mr. Hilditch became a member of the A.M.A. in 1929 
and served for many years in three branches of the union: 
in Lancashire North East, Central and Fylde. In 1959 he 
was, as he puts it, goaded into Association work at national 
level. His work has, of course, meant that he has had to 
travel widely through Lancashire, and, at least once a fortnight, 
to London. Now Mr. Hilditch has been elected chairman of 
the I.A.A.M. and represents the Association on the Burnham 
Committee. 

We asked Mr. Hilditch to lay out for us the purpose of 
the union. This he summed up by pointing to four main aims: 

(i) To promote the cause of education generally, to 
make sure that when schools and teachings are under 
discussion educational considerations come first. 

(ii) To protect and improve the status and to further the 
legitimate professional interests of teachers. 

(iii) To initiate and promote, or oppose manoeuvres, 
legislative or administrative, in Parliament or elsewhere. 

(iv) To obtain for teachers reasonable security of tenure. 

As chairman of the A.M.A., it will be Mr. Hilditch's duty 
to control meetings of the Council and Executive Committee. 
In recent months more and more controversies have arisen in 
the teaching world. Reorganisation schemes, comprehensive 
schemes, pay disputes and strike-threats have all been in 
the air. Clearly, Mr. Hilditch's task will not be an easy one. 
We wondered if Mr. Hilditch's political views and his union 
affiliations might in times of controversy ever clash. or if he 
might find himself in the unenviable position of having to voice 
opinions with which he himself did not agree. His reply 
was firm: 
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not done so yet and do act propose to do so 
mn" " Professor Hope 

· ed by his reply, we went on to ask him what 
of the A.M.A. on the most controversial issues 

nt: school meals supervision, the teachers' right 
finally comprehensive education. 

irst point, Mr. Hilditch said that the A.M.A. 
way of avoiding responsibility for the welfare 
ing the lunch hour, though the present circum­ 
clearly unsatisfactory. No alternative solution 
le, though many had been put forward. 

The thought of teachers being on strike is for many of 
rs a particularly attractive one; so it was with 
interest that we heard Mr. Hilditch's explanation. 
that the A.M.A. supports the teachers' right to strike 
le, but prefers to adopt other methods in difficult 
. The A.M.A. will not lightly undertake to strike 
ly because to do so would not be entirely consistent 
irst of the aims laid out above. 

rehensive education, Mr. Hilditch said, "We 
d to it and indeed have many members in these 
e de not think that good schools, Grammar 

hould be destroyed until one is sure that those 
them are at least as good." 

s and rapid change, Mr. 
m in influential union is a 
i or his and all our, sakes 
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An ex-Balshavian, Professor Hope is now Professor of 
French at the University of Leeds. On behalf of the Magazine 
Committee, Carol Rennie conducted the following interview: 

Did you enjoy your schooldays at Balshaw's ? 
On the whole, yes, though I think from my nature I was 

apt to enjoy things out of school even more. 

Apart from obvious material benefits, for example passing 
examinations and furthering your career, do you feel that 
School contributed anything to your personal happiness and 
attitudes ? 

Yes, school obviously contributed a great deal to my 
personal happiness and helped to fix certain basic attitudes 
to life. Among these ( I hope this does not sound too banal) 
I would include unquestioning loyalty to friends and the 
feeling that people as a whole are reasonable and kind, and 
that one ought to deal reasonably and fairly with them. My 
experience of life since has borne out the validity of these 
premises to a great extent, though not entirely; in particular 
I would not now see all human beings as necessarily reason­ 
able or kindly. 
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