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Focus Report 
We did a survey. Data was scientifically gathered from 

members of "Focus" to decide which of the films we had 
seen had proved the most entertaining and successful. We 
asked four people from each form concerned to fill in a 
questionnaire and they were very good about it really. They 
did not like being picked, since we did it with a pin, but only 
one form failed to make its returns in time; so we can claim 
that the views expressed are representative. 

The most popular film was, without any doubt, "Cat 
Ballou'': a cowboy is always good value according to many, 
but this one was declared especially impressive. "Animal Farm" 
was chosen as second best entertainment; and it was sur­ 
prising that some of our much younger members appreciated 
especially its more serious, more subtle undertones. I think 
they "did it" in English. 

"Feast of Horror'", it was agreed, failed signally in its 
purpose. Instead of sending shivers of fear along our chilling 
spines, it succeeded only in reducing the audience to fits of 
uncontrollable and tear-soaked laughter. "Stuntman'' was 
very much more popular among the senior forms than among 
the junior-which must prove something, if only that the older 
we get the more rapidly our critical faculty declines. 

Of the other films, "War of Buttons" received a unanimous 
"no comment''; it did not last long enough for us to form an 
opinion. There was, as they say in cinematographic circles, a 
technical hitch! "The Stranger left no Card", a film about a 
murderer, was strongly disliked by almost everyone. 

For the future, most people said they wanted to see more 
comedy films. Horror had its supporters as did Mystery 
Boys (bloodthirsty as ever) wanted plenty of war films. Less 
favoured were westerns, musicals and 'romance'. Which is 
strange when you consider that the most popular film of the 
term was "Cat Ballou'. 

NANCY BLUNDELL & JUDITH DUNN 5/7 
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Berti 
You may remember that in one of the earlier editions of 

''The Balshavian'' we reported that work had begun in the 
Physics workshop on a project called Fabcat. The work is 
now in its final stages and we hope that the project will be 
completed in time for Berti to make a public appearance at 
the Summer Fair. 

Berti and Fabcat are, in fact, the same machine; but, while 
Fabcat was an appropriate name for the counter in its simpler 
version, we felt that when it had been made more sophisticated 
it would be more sensible to change its name to Berti (formed 
from the initial letters of its description-Binary Electronic 
Register and Time Indicator). 

It is still true that, basically, all Berti does is to count; but 
it counts remarkably quickly. At the moment it is capable of 
making 5,000 calculations per second. Eventually we hope 
it will make 30,000 calculations per second. ' 

Berti's uses are many and varied, ranging from counting 
radiation to less serious and more diverting pursuits such as 
counting the number of teeth in a comb in a third of a second. 
Berti can count very nearly anything you can think of provided 
that you do not ask him to above his maximum number:- 
99,999,999. 

It has not been easy to construct Berti, involving as it 
does more than 40 transistors and a million snags and cramped 
fiddling little problems. In fact, Berti did on one startling 
occasion, explode ! All seemed to be going well enough and 
we were congratulating ourselves on the fact that it was 
working so well and smoothly when it exploded in a cloud of 
smoke. When the air had cleared we were amazed to find 
so little damage after so dramatic a bang. However, its 
behaviour was, it must be admitted, a little strange after the 
explosion. Instead of counting one, two, three, four and so 
on, it began to count in an alarmingly random manner - 
seventy-two, sixteen, fifty-three and so on. It even produced 
such unlikely numbers as ninety-eleven. 

We put it right of course and all seemed well until each 
member of the team passed his fingers through the light beam. 
Berti solemnly declared that everyone had six fingers on each 
hand. 

Even so, all should be well for the Fair and Berti hopes 
that you will all come and see him. 

J. MORRIS & D. HORNER, 5/5. 
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Mathematical Puzzle 
In the following long division, each digit has been replaced 

by a letter. The substitution is consistent; if a digit is repeated 
then so is the substitute letter. e.g. if A=7 and B=6 then 
767 would be written ABA. 

BFB 
AB CDEEB 

CEB 

GGE 
GCH 

CEB 
CEB 

, ? 

N.B.-There is only one correct solution. available from 

D. Horner and J. Morris (5/5). 
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Mathematical Puzzle 
In the following long division, each digit has been replaced 

by a letter. The substitution is consistent; if a digit is repeated 
then so is the substitute letter. e.g. if A==7 and 8=6 then 
767 would be written ABA. 
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N.B.-There is only one correct solution, available from 
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It's smart! 
To wear 

FOR YOUNG MEN AND 
WOMEN OF TOMORROW 

BIANCA 49/11 
3 fittings in Brown or 
Black Ash Grain; Beige 
Smooth Side or Cinnamon 
Suede. Girls 2- 8 

Designed to go 
from day to 
date with equal 
poise and 
aptness - they 
feel as good as 
they look. 
We offer them 

SHOES 

FREESTRIDE 42/11 - 59/11 
3 Fittings In Black Smooth 
Side. Boys 11 - Youths 11 
Hazel Smooth or Brown Suede. 
Youths 2- 11 

FITTING SERVICE 

6 

Lostock Hall Revisited 
You will probably remember that in an earlier edition of 

"The Balshavian" we reported on a visit to what was then the 
newly established Lostock Hall County Secondary School 
What we found on that visit seemed to us at the time not 
only new, but revolutionary-and, indeed so interesting that 
we asked Mr. Penketh if we might return to the school at a 
later date to look again. He kindly agreed and during the 
Spring Term we again interviewed the Headmaster and looked 
round the School. 

The principles which Mr. Penketh laid down in our first 
interview are still the same principles on which the school 
operates now. In Mr. Penketh's own words :­ 

"I like to feel that every pupil can play an 
important part in the running of the school." 

Lostock Hall is a new school in every sense. Not only is 
it a new building, but its organisation is based less on the 
traditional lines, than on the democratic principle of student 
participation. As the Headmaster explained, a modern school 
must be modern and forward-looking: it is the special aim of 
Lostock Hall so to arrange its domestic affairs and daily 
routine that it throws the weight of responsibility for an 
orderly and comfortable existence firmly on the shoulders of its 
pupils. In this way, it is hoped, the pupils will be better 
fitted for the assumption of responsibility once they have left 
school-and, that since they are to a large extent responsible 
for their own discipline, they will learn self-discipline and, 
again, be better prepared for the conditions which exist outside 
the sheltered environment of school. Of course, this must 
radically affect the pupil-teacher relationship, in that the aim 
is one of co-operation rather than the superimposition of one 
will over another. This does not mean, however, that we 
believe that a relationship of authority and its acceptance 
necessarily means non-cooperation (the two systems are by 
no means mutually exclusive), but that the problems of 
administration and discipline are approached at Lostock Hall 
from a rather different standpoint from the traditional. 

The first way in which this democratic process has been 
set up is that the House System has been expanded into a 
very important part of school activities. To most pupils at 
Lostock Hall, their House is the centre of loyalty and attach­ 
ment. The administration of school emphasises the dominance 
of the House. Registration is not as we know it by forms­ 
but by House groups of about thirty pupils. Each of the 
Housemasters has 120 pupils in his care and, in this case 
care means pastoral care. At the House Tutor's Meeting, 
which takes place once a week, any difficulty or problem is 
discussed and through such meetings any boy or girl may 
make a likely contribution to the school affairs. 

7 



Mr. Penketh feels that the prefectorial system is in­ 
appropriate to his school and to its aims. His main objection 
to the system is that it singles out a few pupils to whom 
privilege is given. Certainly it is easy to see that the use of 
prefects would not help every small boy to feel that he was 
an important part of a democratic society. Naturally: the 
kinds of duties normally undertaken by prefects do not simply 
disappear because you have chosen not to have prefects; but 
these duties are re-allocated-in this case through the House 
System. Mr. Penketh has introduced a House Duty Week. 
Each House takes in turn to be responsible for one week for 
all the duties that are administratively necessary. The senior 
members of the House are responsible for supervision duties 
while the younger members deal with such matters as the 
making of tea, clearing up the dining-room, . looking after 
visitors and posting notices. There is no child in school who 
does not have responsibility in some form. 

Any suggestions for alterations and improvements are 
again made through the House Meeting, held once a week. 
The representative takes such suggestions forward to The 
School Council. 

The purpose of the School Council, under the chairman­ 
ship of the Deputy Head, is to give the pupils a real say in the 
running of the school. Each House elects two of its members 
to serve on the School Council where they may discuss or 
suggest anything to do with the running of the school, except 
matters relating to standard procedure (the allocation of 
homework etc.) or to the expression of personal opinions 
about a member of staff I The Council receives an annual 
grant of £70 which they may spend on anything from football 
posts to photography equipment. They may not, however, 
exceed the £70. It is hoped that this experience will teach 
the members to carry their inclependence and to live within 

· Meetings place every six weeks and are 
an infer, · · tea an iscuits. But 

d havi rmal agenda 
erial sir itted by the 
se an :hool Council 
by th iuncil is im­ 

mi . The decisions made 
b of all the members of 
,, that the girls should be 
allowed the boys chose to stick 
to their of enough, the grnls ehose 
a very cor. jhtly modified gymslip 
aniif sweater iati' irs. 

Mr. Per eve to encourage his fourth­ 
year pupils the ar. He offers a course 
which must lish iematics together with 
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any five other subjects. It is his intention that hrs fifth-year 
pupils should pass on to the sixth-forms of Penwortham, 
Hutton and Balshaw's, much as the pupils of other secondary 
schools come to us now. His success has been considerable 
of 126 pupils in the fourth form, 86 have chosen to stay on 
for the fifth year. 

The corporate spirit of the school is further emphasised 
and strengthened by the lively social and out-of-school 
activities. Music, drama, chess, woodwork and metalwork 
clubs are well attended and meet regularly. Theatre and 
cinema trips, too, are well supported. Holidays are another 
means of bringing the school's pupils together as a social unit. 
Already the School has paid two visits to the Lake District, 
one to Switzerland, one to the Broads, and another to London. 

The strong impression which any visitor to Lostock Hall 
must receive is that Mr. Penketh has an essentially happy 
school and a friendly one. It does, of course, have its 
problems. The greatest of these is space. It seems that 
every school we hear of has this same basic difficulty. At 
Lostock Hall it is already necessary for them to use the 
Dining Hall as a teaching space. Even so, a new block has 
been scheduled for 1971, and it should go a long way towards 
easing the problem. 

We thank Mr. Penketh for receiving us so courteously 
(for a second time!) and for cheerfully submitting himself to 
our questions. 

P. CUNLIFFE & J. PROCTER, L6A. 

Rugby Report 
At the beginning of the 1969-70 season, we were optim­ 

istic about our future. The team on paper at least, seemed 
strong. Although there were no players with colours from 
the previous year, nine of the team had First XV experience. 
We won the opening game against Ormskirk Grammar School 
by a comfortable margin of 24 points to 8. This match is 
usually a fair guide to our prospects in the coming season. but 
such early promise was never realized again, except perhaps 
for the one match against Preston. Although the forwards 
for the most part, held their own against bigger and heavier 
opposition, we suffered from an inability to take the chances 
that were created. to capitalize on the opposition's errors and 
above all. to tackle effectively. We were three times defeated 
very heavily, but more often than not. matches which could 
have been won were thrown away through foolish mistakes 

The school entered a Sevens team for the competition at 
Fylde. After a good 16--3 victory over Barrow, defeat came 
in the second round to the very powerful and very fast team 
from Normanton. 
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The House Leagues and the Singleton Trophy were both 
won comfortably by Cuerden. In fact. they won the Leagues 
without conceding a single point. The House Knock-out 
Competition was won by Worden. The Knock-out was keenly 
contested and there was, in every team, the will to win. 

We hope that such spirit finds its way into next year's 
First XV. 

S. R. BONNEY, U6A. 

.'1 

Back Row ; Parr, Harrison, Parker (D.), Sherlock, Fairclough, 
Fairhurst, Anderton, Tomlinson. 

Front Row : Calvert, Mortimer, Bonney (capt.), Sharples, Miller 

inting and a frustrating season 
fr e began the season, there was 
a m anril we confidently expected 
t0 last season's results, but it was 
no! played eight matches in all, of 
wl iwing two and losing four. 

at we never found any consist­ 
enc to Queen Mary's School by five 
clear id been beaten very comfortably 
by Arn striking something like our true 
form fo iy two goals to one, and could 
have beaten tI ore convincingly had it not been for 
the brilliance of their goalkeeper. We always had the playerrs 
and the skill to do well, but we did not often make best use 
of our advantage. 
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We played in two tournaments during the season. In the 
first, the Area Tournament played at Lytham, we played well 
and lost only one game in six and that to one of the finalists 
But again we were dogged by our own inconsistency when 
we went to Southport for the second tournament and, quite 
frankly, played badly. In four games we could only manage 
one win. Of course, the constant disruptions caused by ram, 
frost and snow did not help us to settle into any kind of 
rhythm. The pitches were often unplayable and not only did 
we lose six of our fixtures but practice was also very restricted. 

The junior teams did, however, meet with rather more 
success than the 1st XI. In the Chorley and District Tourna­ 
ment, the Under-16 team lost their competition only by a 
corner in a very tight deciding match. The Second Under-16 
team, too, lost only in the final of their competition to Chorley 
Grammar School. 

We look forward to a much brighter future. The Under- 
15 team has a good many players who are both promising and 
enthusiastic and so has the Under-14. There is every reason 
to hope that we will be able to produce a First XI of real 
quality in the very near future. 

We thank Mrs. Pickersgill and all those who have given 
up their spare time to help us and encourage us through the 
season. We only wish that their efforts could have been 
more effectively rewarded, and wish all concerned every 
success in the coming seasons. 

M. H. WRIGHT, U6A. 

Back Row: J. Procter, P. Cunliffe, J. Hodgson, C. Bradley, 
V. Knowles, Y. Hosker. 

Front Row: J. Baker, J. Grimshaw, M. Wright. S. Gwilliam, 
J. Spedding. 

(Photo· B L. Wilkmson) 
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Stage Four ­ 
An Actor's Eye View 

The four days, Wednesday to Saturday, 18th to 21st of 
March, marked the duration of the public life of "Stage Four'' 
I say public because those four short evenings represented 
just a fraction of the work, anxiety and pleasure which went 
into the production of the School Plays. In fact. the work 
spread over more than eight weeks. 

The first hazard proved to be the auditions. The more 
experienced approached them with confidence and assurance 
but for most of us they were nervous. fumbling minutes that 
were not easy to survive. Once the play was well and truly 
on, our world seemed to explode into activity. Props had to 
be found, modified, re-arranged and often the seemingly 
impossible was asked for. promised and delivered, though it 
must be admitted that the means of producing them were more 
ingenious than you can imagine and that props had a habit of 
appearing from the most unexpected quarter and with 
surreptitious whispers to the effect that it would be unwise 
to inquire too closely into their origin. Scenery, too, had to 
be improvised. erected, screwed and painted; lights rigged and 
angled. There was a general clatter and raising of dust as 
frantic preparations got under way. 

In various secluded corners of the school a voice could 
be heard: "No, no! Do it again. That was terrible !" Some­ 
one, somewhere was not as good as he thought he was. 
People walked round corridors clutching scripts whose dog­ 
eared and grubby appearance bore witness to the fact that the 
memorising of lines is not easy. Uneasiness set in first, then 
the certainty that the play was going to be a failure. We were 
no good and we knew it. Each succeeding week brought 
fresh problems and a renewed faith in our incompetence. The 
time rushed by too quickly for our comfort and almost before 
we expected it the first night was upon us. 

"Will everything be allright?" 
Tension was building into a kind of sick feeling in the 

stomach. 
"Peter and the Wolf" went on first and we waited 

Would the audience be receptive? Would they be silent? 
The first cast came smiling from the stage. The audience 

had not merely been all right-they had been good There 
was no need to be anxious on that score. 

A little bit of good news goes a long way, especially at a 
time like this. We felt immediately more comfortable We 
even gathered the confidence to live through the occasional 
ad lib from one or two members of the cast. 
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lihings were going well now and continued to do so right 
through to the Saturday, the best night of all-not because 
we were glad to be finished, but because it was the best 
performance and a night of celebration. Mrs. Gregory was 
presented with a Rubber Plant in appreciation of her devotion 
to the cause and her kindness and patience in dealing with us. 
Of the other members of staff who lent invaluable aid, the 
ladies were presented with chocolates and the gentlemen 
with sherry. 

We hope that all the audience enjoyed the performance 
as much as we enjoyed putting it on. 

M. BAYBUTT, 4/6. 

) 
3. 
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10. FI rio . 
12. Po 
13. Pretty destructive ladies (8). 
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15. An inability to believe in receipt (13). 
18. Good Heavens, the dog is in pursuit! (9,4) 
20. The polite Mr. St. John is not, in fact, in service (&). 
22. Wise men, dwarfs, and Gentlemen of Verona (6) 
24. One of the parts you start with (10). 
25. Wound by a saintly seaman ( 4). 
26. Happy minstrel (4,6). 
27. Have confidence in a mixed-up bird (4). 

CLUES DOWN 
1. Sell new ad when Hadrian's finished (8). 
2. Oriental jet raves about the colonists (9). 
4. Honour it, but don't mention it ( 4). • 
5. Comet pride system of measuring the journey's length 

. (10) 
6. Ginger won 2/1d. with which he got a robe (8-4). 
7. Fish the ancestral pool ( 5). 
8. The Spaniard at the top of the French street has 

seniority (6). 
11. Observe a potential airport site, missing nothing, with 

great caution ( 12). 
14. Do it free and penniless for the alliance's sake (10). 
16. There's a point on your head, Miss Goddard. Oh, it's 

on your shoulder! (9). 
17. A gathering in the motorworks department (8). 
19. The understudy is achieving his ambition (6). 
23. The joint in which potassium was born (4). 
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