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Foreword from Miss Jo Venn (Headteacher 1995-2014)

| first spoke to Keith about bringing George Birtill’s book up to date two years ago, saying that | would
Jove this to happen before | retired as Headteacher. Keith and Ollie have worked tirelessly over the
past twelve months to glean and edit the material, contact and cajole so many people to be involved.

Keith, like myself, shares a passion for detail and we know that if the detail is right, the rest will follow.
This book shows this. There could be so much to put in and | think they have struggled with what to

leave out.

1 have been very lucky to have been adopted as an honorary Balshavian and have loved every minute
of my time here from my appointment in June 1994 by the Governors, and under the chairmanship of
Dennis Robinson, who has remained a faithful friend and supporter of all that we have tried to achieve.
His successors, Keith Horsfall, Geoff Demack, Mike Otter and Tim Callaghan have always given me

untiring support.

Balshaw’s has developed me both personally and professionally and | have been very privileged to work
with amazing staff-creative, inspirational, talented, hard- working, technical, intuitive but most
important, caring, loving and loyal to each other, to the pupils and to all associated with the school.
This book really reflects the “Balshavian spirit” which has not just endured, but blossomed over the 230
years of its existence. | was very fortunate that Paul passed on a superb school to me, and | hope that
the next Headteacher, Steven Haycocks, will feel as proud as the previous 13 of the Balshaw’s legacy.
With the excellent parents, governors, staff and pupils the school has a very firm foundation.

As Heads we do not always get it right but our Christian service must always be to encourage each
individual, irrespective of ability, talent or background, to be the “best that they can be”. |look forward
to Balshaw’s going from strength to strength and future generations adding to all that is achieved
thanks to the vision of Richard Balshaw for the children of Leyland.

Once again | cannot thank Keith and Ollie enough for this fantastic document which encompasses what
a wonderful school Balshaw’s has been, is and always will be. God Bless all connected with the school.

Foreword from Mr. Paul J. Ingram (Headmaster 1973-1994)

I am delighted to be asked to contribute to this further history of Balshaw’s CE High School by my good
friend and colleague, Keith Woodcock.

| was fortunate in having Keith as my Head of Department when | was called upon to teach Physics
from time to time. He has maintained his connection with the school in retirement by taking on the
challenging position of Vice Chair of Governors. It is eighteen years since | retired as Headteacher.
During this time very many pupils have passed through the School contributing to its life. Looking back
over the last forty years, | can appreciate the tremendous progress made by the school. This progress
has been based on the firm foundations of the school as a well-established grammar school.

An Ofsted inspection at the time of writing has graded the school 'outstanding’ in all aspects of its
work. Congratulations to Miss Venn, all members of staff, pupils, parents and governors for this result.
| have been at several family gatherings in Leyland recently and met students from former years who
are a credit to their families and their earlier learning. | was in the stand at Preston Grasshoppers
Rugby ground and started a conversation with a neighbour. The person turned out to be the father of
Karen Taylor, Head Girl in 1985. She now holds a responsible scientific post in Cheshire.

Others can talk in detail about building and curriculum developments generated within the school in
response to national policies. Earlier this year the BBC radio programme 'Any Questions’ chaired by
Jonathan Dimbleby took place in the school hall. Inevitably there was o question about raising
standards in schools. Balshaw’s has achieved improved standards by the united efforts of all staff who
care for their pupils.
After the Sixth Form had departed in the summer of 1974, the number of pupils on roll was
approximately 560. This precluded any substantial building work by the Authority until numbers had
built up again. Mrs Ruby Kelley as Madam Chairman of Governors prompted the Lancashire Authority
by offering a loan from Foundation funds. As a result the top floor of the ‘Art’ block was converted from
a Sixth Form centre to Art rooms without cost to the Foundation. The art block has since been
demolished! Delays in getting building improvements were frustrating but did have one advantage,
namely a computer room with equipment was included in the building programme for the school. The
Authority funding was supplemented with money from the PTA Summer Fair. The PTA and the Harris
Charity provided our first minibus with garage.
The target size for the school was six forms in each year giving 900 pupils in all and the school has been
full at this total for more than thirty years. This has enabled planning for pupils’ needs to be effective.
I rejoice in the friendship | received from all staff and pupils. The judgement of Governors was always
sound and their guidance was much appreciated by me. The school motto is freely translated - Not to
Ourselves But unto Others - and this is the foundation of good standards of behaviour throughout the
school.
The school has good relationships with Leyland Motors and the Leyland and Birmingham Rubber
Company (L&B). The '"Motors' provided classes after school for those pupils from all the Leyland schools
who were interested in a career in engineering. L&B donated the Lord Robens prize after o visit by Lord
Robens to L&B. The prize has been awarded annually to an outstanding pupil in the fifth form, S
Night was always a major event with former students such as Clarke Corlisle
Footballers' Association, Phil Jones of Manchester United FC and Lorraine Norris
Preston City Council making contrasting and outstanding speeches. The 2013
Venn's last one. She can retire with pride at the development of the schoo! during her |
our very best wishes.

(Please note that certain parts of this foreword appear within the main text.)



Foreword from Tim Callaghan (Chair of Governors)

Let me start by saying what an honour and pleasure it is to write this foreword to the latest chapter in
the history of our school. My history with Balshaw’s has been in three distinct phases; as a pupil, as a
parent and now Chair of Governors and Chair of the Balshaw’s Association. I’m afraid that covers 48
years! The people associated with this school are often referred to as the Balshaw’s family. There is no
better way to describe the way in which we pulled together in good times, hard times or sad times. |
believe that the majority of people touched by Balshaw’s, in whatever capacity, have both a positive
and an enriching experience to take away with them, wherever they go and whoever they become.
Thanks to Keith and Ollie for their hard work in compiling these pages and telling the story which has
involved so many over the years. That story is one of everyone striving for perfection and in doing so,
consistently achieving our motto of ‘Aiming at Excellence’. Enjoy!

Foreword from Mr. Mike Otter (County Councillor, Governor and Chair of Governors 1997-2005)

It is an honour for me to write this article for the new updated book about the history of Balshaw’s.

I have served as a Governor at the school for the past 22 years (including 8 of those as Chair of
Governors) from 1991 up to the present day and have, at some time, had the privilege to sit on or chair
all the committees, working with some excellent Governors.

During this time, | have witnessed many changes in the school with regard to both staff and buildings,
but the one constant thing that has remained has been Head teacher Jo Venn’s energy and drive (and
for this I must record my thanks to the foresight of the Governors on the selection panel by appointing
Jo for Headteacher), as she has taken the school from strength to strength.

Some of the highlights for me over these years include attending the 2000 Millennium celebration
dinner in the school hall (prepared and served by pupils with the guidance of a professional chef);
attending the Balshaw’s 225 anniversary dinner in 2007, also held in the school hall; Jo gaining the
“Lancashire Woman of the Year’ award for 2004 and the C.IP.F.A. Public Servant award for 2005;
seeing the old wooden Terrapin and R.0.S.L.A. block classrooms being replaced by a two phased build
programme housing the maths, art and technology departments which also brought the school under

one roof.

There have been many more improvements to the fabric of the building over the last 22 years, however
the one thing that far outweighs this is the outstanding achievements of the students for which thanks
must go to past and present staff under Jo's leadership.

(Please note that some parts of this foreword appear within the main text. )

The First 200 Years

Balshaw’s Charity School was founded in 1782 by Richard Balshaw. In 1982, as part
of the 200 years celebrations, George Birtill produced ‘Balshaw’s School 1782-1982,
A History of 200 Years’. The book records the history of the founding of a trust for a
charity school to ‘provide for the education of the poor of the parish, the first 1784
building on Golden Hill, the second building dated 1905 and the current school on
Church Road built in 1931. The development of the school, its sporting and academic
achievements are described in considerable detail. The book concludes with the
changes implemented as a result of the opening of Runshaw College in 1974, when
the school lost its sixth form and grammar school status to become an 11-16
comprehensive high school. The headteacher, Mr. Fred Bleasdale, left to become
principal designate of the newly established Runshaw College and was replaced by
Mr. Paul Ingram, who took up the post of headteacher in September 1973.

The final paragraphs of George Birtill’s book mention the fact that many former
pupils — Balshavians’ - had returned as teachers. This is a tradition which has been
maintained throughout the past thirty years. Balshaw’s attracts considerable loyalty
and commitment.

From 1982 to 2014

The purpose of this book is to record the extensive changes and developments
experienced at Balshaw’s Church of England High School from 1982. Through the
leadership of two exceptional headteachers, Mr. Paul Ingram and Miss Jo Venn, the
school has maintained and developed its excellent reputation within South Ribble
and Lancashire and it has been recognised as ‘outstanding’ and ‘distinctive’ by
national bodies such as Ofsted. The school has grown in size from 895 pupils in 1
to the current 930. The building has been altered and extended to such an exte
that past pupils visiting now may not recognise the internal form of the buildi
all. All aspects of education have been revolutionised; changes in the cu
testing and assessment, the development of information technology ar
in teaching and learning methods have all had a major impact on the dail
school. Developments in educational and political theory, re
changes in educational policy, have also had a major impact 8 ;
influencing the working conditions of staff and pupils, resources and the status of
the school.

(See appendix for full list of Headteachers since 1786)



All Change in Education

The period covered by this book has seen remarkable educational change, influenced
by political parties and educational theory. The whole period has seen the transfer
of power from Local Educational Authorities to central government. Although we do
not wish to spend time delving into the ‘politics of education’ the impact of successive
Conservative and Labour governments on the development of Balshaw’s cannot be
ignored. The drastic changes in the governance of the school, the curriculum and
assessment, teaching and learning and the introduction of specialist college status
have all come about as a result of education acts, reports and white papers.
Balshaw’s has, like all schools, had to constantly review its practice in order to
improve standards and meet new targets. It has been successfully ‘Ofsted-ed’ five
times, featured highly in local and national league tables and been identified as one
of the best state schools without a sixth form in a ‘Good Schools Guide’. None of
these would have featured in George Birtill’s book!

Non Sibi Sed Aliis

‘Aiming at Excellence’

The Building

The Church Road site, occupied by Balshaw’s since 1931 has undergone continual
extension and improvement to meet the changing needs of the school. In the 1970’s,
when the school leaving age was raised from 15 to 16, the 2-storey ROSLA block was
built. Art was taught in this area from 1975, when the library was moved to the old
art room. Temporary teaching areas, referred to as ‘terrapins’ and ‘prefabs’, were
established at around the same time and were used as teaching areas for history and
maths.

An aerial view of the school showing the single-storey science block, observatory, ROSLA block
and one of the terrapin temporary classrooms. (Taken prior to any modifications being made in
the early 1980’s.)

No further development took place prior to the 1980’s. Paul Ingram explains the
reason for this: “After the Sixth Form had departed in the summer of 1974, the number
of pupils on roll was approximately 560. This precluded any substantial building work
by the Authority until numbers had built up again. Mrs Ruby Kelley, as Madam
Chairman of Governors, prompted the Lancashire Authority by offering a loan from
Foundation funds. As a result the top floor of the ‘Art’ block was converted from a Sixth
Form centre to Art rooms without cost to the Foundation.”

In the summer of 1981 architects’ plans arrived in school, outlining the major
building programme due to commence in June 1982. The plans included a west wing,
new gym and classrooms above the science block. This was the start of what would
become a 2-year building programme providing 3 additional classrooms and a

computer studies room as well as the new gym. Computer studies, still very new to
schools at this time, were introduced to the curriculum in September 1982. The new






