Lancashire Central Hockey League was formed in 1930 by Thomas Arnold Hart, as the Leyland and
District Hockey League. However, to let more teams in in the season 1931-32 it changed its name to
Lancashire Central Women’s Hockey League. It is still in existence today.

Although not the oldest League in the country it is still an important League in the history of women’s
league hockey which is only just beginning to come to light. It had many successful teams with
Leyland Motors being one of the most important as they won the English Cup, a cup played for by
teams in the leagues who were members of the English Ladies Hockey Leagues Association
(E.L.H.L.A.), on a number of occasions. The League also won the Caley Trophy, an inter League
Tournament played for by League teams in the E.L.H.L.A., at least 4 times.

Research by Mark Evans
May Helme and the Lancashire Central Hockey League

May Helme played for Preston and District who played in the Lancashire Central League. However in
September 1939 an article in the Lancashire Daily Post says she had been recruited for Dick, Kerrs.
However, due to the war it may be she did not play for them and joined Preston after the war.

She played on a number of occasions for the League team but never played an international match
for the English Ladies Hockey Leagues Association (E.L.H.L.A.) representative team. Her career
seems to have stretch over a long period from the 1930s into the 1950s. Like so many of the sports
people at the time maybe she lost her best years to the war.

May Helme — Newspaper cuttings

THE LANCASHIRE DAILY POST, FRIDAY, JUNE T, 1934
GIRLS’ CRICKET MATCH AT PRESTON

Prospects

lace Shield

iREE TEAMS SEEKING
REVENGE

Second Division Rivals

DIVISION |
Meetwoud v, Blackpeol 1T,
Iastand I v, Thomten LOL
Tanvessrer 1L . Sirmt Eeocleston
Peowortham v, Bloekpeol E. and T
I'xlu--l and Broweldon v. Kirklam
« Ketr's v. Pyhle

DIVISION 1L
Whittingham v, S Aane's
Moveamle I, v, Peunwortham TL
Kithtam 11w, South Rhore
rit iy Gonntrivh v Hnnt-l 1w
Laxtain's
Wrea Green v, VM- ut nvul Blwxhhn iL

AREE of to-morrow’s Palace Shield Fird
Divison games are return fixtures, and
b, Fulwood and Broughton, and Eleetric
Transport will bo out to atonn for earlier - .
ras, Fylde do not appear likely to give A team of Preston's cricketing girls last night played a draw with East Lanca.

:nﬁf:'u:k'.‘?hﬂ'f":}:::‘h:{":ﬂ? 244 ohire. Front row (left to right): Miss M. Jones, Miss M. Heme, Miss B. Collier,
d and Hroughton esnnot look with much | Miss H. Boyce (captain), Mrs. E, Preston, Miss A. Nickeas. Back row: The Misses

z':'.":g:n‘h\\'ﬁ:ﬂ;ﬁ:.:":.‘:.”h Anme's IL L. Kirby, E. Douglas, B. Coulton, M. Nolan, E, Hmlm and P, Le Marechall.
cupture most of the itterest in the Sccond Photo: ** The Lancashire Daily Post.'

inon, St Anne’s will be_hoping to dimmise
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Central League Trial Match— Team to Play
Winckley’s Spirit in Defeat—Two Pla

i for Yorkshire and

Tlit Lancashire Centra
had their trial matce

at Leyland Motors' grou Dick, Kerr' 1,
half a gale blowing, League 1”‘-1. .l‘lrﬂ
were not conducive to th against the Scottish ue same year,

LEYLAND MOTORS KE THE LEAD
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twice, but their
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goals a t
of them lost,
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Winckley are domc
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B. Cox one Of last season’s finds: League | ™ 12\ |/ nd “Wesley 5 IN. Dawber 3 E. Wilson,

X1, W Appieoy + Emmaniel 1 M. ham ',
E. Shnrpln played last season for toﬂg:y Bﬂm- l.o tfu Tu 2,
Truro College. E Raw 2 D El n%kﬂsnd Mpﬁ
A. Roberis. formerly with Dick. Kerrs: | . Bri. Tyre and Rubber 1 Shaw 5, M

in League XI, 1932-33-24-35-37. plaved for | Hocking 4, AL Norrls). Darwen 1L

VisI
. ';,'o:"" 1934-35-97: very fast and p Lreston 4 .nﬂmummto %1% . Dickinsony,
P. Bate, a versatile player who has been Ensiyn l..un 0, Longridge 4 (U. Taylor,
very pmmlmmt with her club this season Asr’rm 4 5. & .', é
FT I -SCOTeT. iemens l.ampc . lom
goal-ecorcr. Hos 35 goals 10 her| o ion 5. A Clark 3, A. Mo 3), 6%
Cuthbert's 11,
Broox Mill ll 1 M. Parkinson , Black-

burn Tech Coll, 11 (K. Kenyou 8, K. Skermer
2, J. Davies).
POSTPONED GAMES

Divislon I—8t. Cuthbert's v. Horwich
MS, Darwen v Dick, Kerr's, Balshaw's
“A" V. Old Chorlelans

Lac D'Annecy, T Hennecart) Anthony 10 0 DIVISION 1
Duncansby. 9 (Mr Robins: ,,..Private 10 0 L 1s
Larron. 6 (Mr Grotrfany .., F Brown 10 0 W. D L F. AP
Happy Resu.i € Col Stewart) Stewart 10 0 land Motars.. 13 11 1 1 83 18 22
Archungel 5 Lady Douglas' ,.J Beary 10 0 Du‘-u Kerrs 212 10 1 1 88 10 1
alse Bay. 5 (Wingfield) ..t Benuett 10 0B Sl " w'a™ 13 10 0 2 84 19 20
3.3 The JPOVEY CROSS MODERATE Horwica LMS ,, 12 7 2 4 36 20 16
STEEPLECHASE of €150 four four- | Darwen ,...... U9 5 0 4 31 28 10
year-olds and upwards. Two miles, Old Lhorlelalu 11 4 0 17 31 8
Soliped. 10 «Mr Gillety: ..., .. m “ lﬂ Balshaws "B".. 13 § 2 : 10 44 8
Whit Have You, 10 Gould 4| Preston and Dis. 12 3 0 9 18 40 5
Devy Jobes o 1L Mamas g e | BREHGE < cu. 8 1 0 8 841 2
Saftron ML 6, Muss Paget " Nightingall 11 12 N O VERIC 3¢, ’
My ARKY e ‘N - 1 o
?xyx'..n.g':" 9 MrJ Snows ..o Becby 11 12 | Whittingham .. H2i11248%
Tresca, 7 (Mrs Villar, ., Powell 11 12 w"" v Ofecs. . 12 ® 0 3 71 23 18
Anchor Bar T Mise Lamb Thump-on 1 5 B ""T & Rubber % 9 0 3 e
Arun‘Led i1 My Pl .. Private 11 7 | B0t T SGRURET A0 0 T % 48 82 1)
Titterstone. 10 1M Whiteman  Private 11 5 Du\r:'e.l? "f’”’:‘- 1 4 0 71 36 66
Bachelor's Gowy § Sir D Ll\sl‘;"m\“nlz‘ 11 o|Clovers Court’>. 9 3 1 5 38 &2 3
Greek Lite 5 Mr P Clark) | Authony 11 g ‘rl::f"“L'-“s H }-ll 5‘ ‘i’ lg %ﬂ 34“ g
skytor. 3 Mr P Clark o1 Authony 31 81 Prost. Emmanuei 11 1 1 9 17 5 3

m.mmmupummnmmmmmnm Ao rights D, Male (manager), 0. lddon (reservel,
O, Euatham (rmarvt), J. Taylor, F, Boll F, Martn, €, Sharples, Mr. A Mace (Longun ropresentative, M. Wignal, P, Baln, A Roberts, M. Ahersit, N. E. Holm, 0, Edwards,
Photo: *The Latemahiee Dafly Piw



ANCASHIRE Centiral [cugud
players had reason to be pleased witl
themselves  last week end, thar  tean
defeated the Wigan League at Wigan by 8-1
Miss Bate. of Dick. Kerr's, showing splend

the Liverpool at Aintree, Liverpool
on Saturday.

In the a. Wigan the Centra
pressed from the bully.
Sharples passed to the opposite wing D,
Edwards, who broke away, shot wide
Wigan forced a comer and M. E. Helmg
saved a hot shot from the centre forward
Wigan were forceful and after pressing hard

they opened the score, following a melee
goal.

. Ashceroft. F. Bell and P. Bate we
prominent in & recovery by the visitors a
a bnilant run by D. Edwards brough

0 CL

DNE PLAYER ORES 13 GOALS
Leyland Motors and Balshaw's "A Lo
the First Division tible with cqual points
Dick. Kerr's one pomnt beluind.  have
EacH in band Darwen and Balshuw'
“B 7 improve thowr positions.,
Whittingham gained a crushing victory
over Darwen 11. M. Thormborough scuoring
Longridge won their 10th con
secutive game and are two pomnts behind
the unbeaten Sicmcns. wWho agaun impove
e MAYM STUS
Loviand Wesloy
goal i three pl

to sickness. from the Balshaw's “ B attaeck
istified  her promotion to eentre forward

it
by doing o {

(1) M
Where an
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UNBEATEN IN INTER-LEAGUE GAMES

L2
1o right: P. Bate, 8. Cox, M, Wigmall, F, E. Bell, E

Edwards, M,
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I League Mockey team M‘;% phole—{hree Inter-Laague matches this seasen, Team:—Front row, left
Back row: J, Taylor, F. Martin, M. E. Helme, A. Roberts, D.
“ The Lancashire Duily Post *
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Hockey Notes
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Game—Clos
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Englah cup comp
won  their 304 round
Retr's chumpions of the
League A large crowed
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munutes from the end. !
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and Winttigham Coun

Lancashire Central Women’s [Hockey League—Seasoy in
Review—Affairs in Excellent Order—Umpires’ List
Has Lengthened

ALSHAW'S “A "™ appeared to have a
commanding lead in Division I at the
beginning of 1938, but defeats against Kerr's
and Leyland Motors robbed them of advan-
tage and they finished the season runners-
up to Kear's, who were one point betler,
Whittingham CMH. and Brook Mill were
leading Division II, each having made 17
points, but whereas Whittingham won all
their remaining wu their rivals
conceded five polnu were eventually
ed third in the table,
aving equal points, but havln. n better

cou-n e,
l'll created a record in the
unbeaten when

cham lons of Division III with 100
nco and 120 to their t in 16

ge, a newly-formed team
long succession of

minute mtcmh M. Thormborou
gk:\d * hat-trick,” leaving
1 with eight minutes to go.
won the in the last te. Meeting
Cheadle Heath in the final at Alntree
B‘hh.ws wm ustly defeated by 40
three goals were

ezlsmred mthtn the closing 10 minutes.
ire Central sent two teams 10 the
Association Tournament held at Athertou
and the “A" team were one Enm. behind

the leaders at the close of p

Considerable effort was made dur\ng the
season Lo form a Fourth Division, but owing
to the disbanding of several teams this had
to be abandoned. An equal number of leams
were formed to enter the competition, how
ever. These were Blackburn Technical
College II. English Electric Co., Harris
lmmuw 0.G,, Leyland Motors II, end

ition has been remarkably keen
since the 1938-39 scason opened. Balshaw s

m lead the field In Division I, bul
’ rr'e

score
Balshaw's




the four leading teams mn

PRISE L
verse—the first since 1935, attended
i Central's 0 ﬁﬁm
gﬁ against Wigan Lancash!if
tral were lndm’ 30 17 minutes frov{

“ | time. Then followed four exciting minutes i
Wi w scored three and wornp
| the A representative second XL

was also beaten a few weeks ago by tha
* | Manchester Leagud IT. It was the first timd
this combination had played together, hov &
ever, and the team was additionail &
3 handicapped as M. Thomborough and Af
h. ort:tmllé chosen, were abseny

ying in a Cup-tie against URT ol
‘mpic. Thus Whittingham lost but had
|2 y achieved no little fame by forcine
| the Liverpool champions to play three time
' before into the next round. Ong
| Saturday Kerr's and Horwich will reprosenis

;' | Lancashire Central in the last elght remaii-
; m& the competition. !
1 far no mention has been made of thel

/| Umplires' Association. _ This very essentiall
‘branch of the activities w
d last season and in presenting
to | his report at the annual genera |

: Tmﬂ in July, the hon. secreta: '
| said * umpires’ list mow contains the

tu | names of 20 umpires. It was found possihles
and & during the 1937-38 season to :‘x‘mply umpires|

piaved. ‘
“As the list is being gradually extendes |
that umpires will be avalable

GIG MIUSMALL SLIN OWE Sevweny wes Sewwee- peg T .
t Northem " As the list is being gradually extendes

tis an that umpires will be avalable|

| for all during the coming season

. Mr. Phili F. Park, who became hon
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' Popper @@
owing to the trave difficult 2"'"‘1
mhnmlr):l‘t.ed ll.l E

Levl namﬂnhvlmoutblddm
MMDH-IQ D Smith return
goal for Balshaw's GS.0.G. “A” after two
mw. J. Iddon will replace N

a4 C CUISLIIC!
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* Note — In the Bolton team is Nellie Halstead an Olympic medallist, holder of a number of British
records over the sprint distances and twice National Cross Country Champion. She was a bit more
distinguished than the report suggests in her athletics and ran for Bury and Radcliffe and Mary
Tatlock, from Little Lever in Bolton, who played in the Bolton Ladies Hockey League, Manchester
Ladies Hockey League and was an international, playing for both the England Hockey teams,
E.L.H.L.A. and the A.E.W.H.A. perhaps the only women hockey player to play for both international
teams. She played in goal at hockey but outfield in football.

Also Margaret Thornborough is also mentioned. She also played for Lancashire Central League.

Lancashire Evening Post, Wednesday April 21, 1954 p2

CASHRE WO
ALL TROPHIES CAPTURED IN
» SEASON WITHOUT DEFEAT |

A'l‘l Central Women's Hocked League., which is)

.. undefeated this season, won the Carey trophy at Bolton
on Easter Monday, and has now captured all the women's
Association trophies!
this season. |
All the women's [GGcEsd leagues
afMiliated to the Englsh Women
Association entered “A™
“*B*" teams for the Carey
l’r&:‘lﬁ‘
and

'rolnol.'l'. % : - 3
1 vor, Isha
..u:onu. & well, J.
Arden. Skermer (captain).

RESULTS 5
Section ~ A “: Lancashire Central

1 North Cheshire 3.

Central 1., Oila A re
ntral 2. Rochdale 1 -
ntral 2, Stockport a nire

Central 2 re
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February 1951
Lancashire Central League XI who were beaten by Stockport at Leyland &
Front row; (1to r ); B. Topping, M. Grime, E. Blackledge (cap), E. Higham, M. Boyes, &
% Back row: A. Hunter, W. Bretherton, J. Taylor, M. Helme, D. Southworth,.M. Beesley

Lancashire Central League XI 1951 including M. Helme.

(From Lancashire Central Women'’s Hockey Association 1930 — 2010 booklet)



Preston
March 1952
Lost to Darwen in English Cup at Leyland Motors

Preston team March 1952 — (with | think May Helme back row fourth from the left)

(From Lancashire Central Women’s Hockey Association 1930 — 2010 booklet)



Garstang Ladies Hockey Club - History

Garstang Ladies Hagkey Club was formed in 1958 and is believed to be one of the longest running
clubs in Central Lancashire. The original playing kit was white shirts, navy blue skirts and white
stockings. Annual subscriptions were £ 1 and 5 shillings for over 21s; 15 shillings for over 18's and
10 shillings for U18g, The team played on grass at Garstang Cricket Club, which cost £10/season to
rent and were responsible for marking out and maintaining the pitches.

1969 was a very successful season for the club, with the 1st XI winning the Glaxo Tournament at
Ulverston, the Bury Tournament, Caley Trophy, Lancashire Club Tournament, Lishman Cup, Grant
Shield and the Division 1 Championship. 106 goals were scored with only 15 against. A 2 XI was
also entered into the league.

There were many organised fundraising activities, including the annual jumble sale / raffle / sports
day and sponsored cricket match / sale of newspaper.

In 1972 the club changed to an all red kit. The 2" XI were asked to dye their white shirts red and
201bs of Bri-nylon wool was bought from the market for one of the players to knit red sweaters and
everyone would sew their own up!

Unfortunately in 1994 the club had to leave its roots in search of an Astroturf pitch; despite
extensive discussions to this day one still hasn't materialised in Garstang! The Club played at
Stanley Park then Penwortham Leisure Centre, before settling at Preston Sports Arena, which has
been its base since 2000.

In 1999 the 1st XI finished 3™ in the Premier league and the 2XXI were successful in promotion to
Division 2. This was followed by Lishman Cup glory in 2000 - an honour which the Club had not
achieved for over 30 years.

In 2007 the 2™ X1 secured promotion to Division 1; and in 2008, the 1st XI secured promotion to
the Premier Division. The Club has gone from strength to strength, attracting new players all the
time. As a result of this, a 3" XI was entered in the league for the first time in the Club's history.
This coincided with the 50" anniversary of the Club, which was celebrated in June 2008 with a
celebratory match on grass at Garstang Cricket Club between current and former players followed
by a BBQ.

Lyndsey Cookson

Club Secretary
A History of Garstang Hockey Club
(From Lancashire Central Women'’s Hockey Association 1930 — 2010 booklet)

However, this may have been after May had finished playing says the club was formed in 1958



