
How to revise 
for the end of 
year exams



Top tips

1) Get a list of what you need to revise from your teachers.
2) Begin revising at least two weeks before the exams so you have time 

to learn everything.  Plan your revision – write a timetable of what you 
will revise and when.

3) Choose a quiet place to revise at home where you are free from 
distractions.

4) Put your phone away while you are revising – it is a distraction!
5) Aim to revise for at least 1 hour each night after school in the two 

weeks leading up to the exams.
6) Revision needs to be active.  Don’t just read your class notes or copy 

notes from one book to another.  Try some of the following active 
revision techniques …



Make flash cards
• Flash cards will help you to learn keywords and facts

• When making and using flashcards:

Write a key 
word, question 
or fact on one 
side

Write the answer or 
definition on the 
reverse.  

Do:
✓ …make flashcards quickly.

✓ …put a single piece of information on each flashcard.
✓ …sort your flashcards according to your confidence 

with them.  Test yourself more frequently with the 
cards you struggle to remember

✓ …test yourself on the flashcards from memory.

Don’t:
X …spend more time making flashcards than actually 

using them.
X …put lots of information onto one flashcard.

X …revise the flashcards in the same order every time 
that you use them.  Mix them up to make you think!

X …only read through flashcards.  Answer quiz questions 
too.



Make mind maps

• Summarise a topic on a sheet of paper

• How to make a mind map:
1. Get a blank piece of paper and turn it landscape
2. Draw a picture in the centre to show the main topic. 
3. Branches should be drawn from the centre (thick to thin).
4. Each branch should be drawn in a different colour. 
5. Use one word per branch and write on the branch (not at the end of 

it).
6. At the end of each branch add pictures, images and symbols in 

colour to highlight the key facts / words in the topic. 



Brain Dump

• Once you have spent time revising your work use a ‘brain dump’ to see what 
you can remember.

1. Choose a topic.  Write down as much as you can remember on a blank 
piece of paper, without looking at your class notes. 

2. Read over your notes again and see what you missed.  Now cover your 
notes again and try to fill the gaps.

3. Check your notes a third time and add any information you are still missing 
in a different coloured pen.

4. You now need to spend more time revising the content you wrote in a 
different colour as it hasn’t stuck in your memory yet.

5. Repeat the task again after you have done more revision.



Quiz yourself!

• As you read your notes, flash cards or mind map write yourself a 
set of questions and answers.

• Ask someone to test you. 
• It’s important to either write or say your answers out loud. Reading 

through quizzes in your head can give you a false sense of 
security.
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