
 

 

Headteacher’s Newsletter, May 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
It is good to be getting back to writing you a newsletter rather than having to produce as many ‘updates’ for you, 
now that we are moving away from lockdown and as infection rates reduce nationally. 
 

Young people are resilient 
 
Our young people are done a disservice by the idea that they are damaged by the lockdowns and are stressed or 
anxious now that they are returning to school.  There have been many personal bereavements, financial challenges 
and family crises, but ultimately our students have shown themselves to be remarkably resilient, pragmatic and able 
to cope and adapt.  We can be very proud of them and should avoid the ‘over-catastrophisation’ of the situation. 
 
Our Pastoral Staff and Teaching Support team have worked very hard with individuals and families throughout the 
pandemic and I know that those students and families who have accessed services from school have been supported 
very closely. 
 
 

Outstanding Pastoral Care and Safeguarding Provision at Balshaw’s 
 
Following a complaint earlier this year we undertook a full safeguarding audit at the end of March which confirmed 
the ongoing outstanding provision that is in place at Balshaw’s for our young people as we deliver “An all-round 
excellent, proactive safeguarding practice”: 
 

• Strong and well considered safeguarding ethos evident  

• Knowledgeable and tenacious DSLs  

• Emphasis on mental health support 

• Strong links with local agencies 

• Online safety has been prioritised in curriculum 

• Excellent and effective pastoral provision delivered 
through The Hub 

• Thorough and robust recording systems  

• Evidence of significant and bespoke support through 
lockdown periods 

• Reflective practice  

• Evidence of very positive relationships with pupils 

• The Pastoral Team operating out of The Hub are highly skilled and dedicated to their role with excellent links 
to SLT in order to raise and address safeguarding concerns. 

• The SLT are long standing and very experienced in their roles as DSL. There is a high level of support for all 
staff and reflective practice embedded to ensure that all concerns are thoroughly addressed. 

• In summary, Balshaws has a very clear and prominent safeguarding culture which is operating above a 
threshold of compliance. The impact of the practice is evident through speaking with a wide group of 
children throughout the day. 

 
 



Balshaw’s Remains the School of Choice 
 
There are 81 secondary schools in 
Lancashire and with the exception of 
schools that select by ability or 
church attendance, Balshaw’s is the 
7th most oversubscribed school in 
the county. 
 
We are very pleased to know that 
the care we show to our students 
and the excellent education that 
spans a 239-year history since 1782 
continues to be valued by parents in 
the county. 
 
That school history has been 
celebrated in the architecture of the new Aldi store in Leyland which is built on the earlier site of the school on 
Golden Hill.  The original stonework of the school building has been kept and incorporated into the wall on the 
boundary of the new store. 
 

The Balshaw’s Archive 
 
The rich history of Balshaw’s, which is also a history of 
Leyland is being digitised for people to be able to access.  
Dr Breen, the school Archivist has been undertaking this 
task and we are pleased to say that all copies of The 
Balshavian going back to 1932 are now available online 
and have searchable text.  If you are looking to find the 
name of a relative in our archives, you can now do this 
much more easily.  
 
You can see the archive under construction by clicking 
here:  http://www.balshaws.org.uk/about-the-school/balshaw-s-archive  
 
 

Devices for All 
 
We are very excited to begin the planning for a new scheme in which all students at Balshaw’s in years 7-9 will be 
able to use a laptop-type device in classes.  A short video and a detailed letter will follow this newsletter with more 
information and the chance to provide some consultation feedback. 
 
This scheme will build on the benefits we have seen to learning from the use of more online tools and collaborative 
working during the lockdown.  Watch this space! 
 

School Synergy Introduced Successfully 
 
Our new platform for recording and communicating data and information about your child is now fully in use and 
replaces all our previous systems.  I am delighted with the feedback we have had about how easy and informative 
parents are finding the new system.  If you are one of the few parents who haven’t yet logged on and activated your 
account, please do.  If you have lost the information you need, please contact the School Office via 
enquiries@balshaws.org.uk  
 
For your information you will find at the end of this newsletter screenshots of the SchoolSynergy site and what both 
you and your child can see. 

http://www.balshaws.org.uk/about-the-school/balshaw-s-archive
http://www.balshaws.org.uk/about-the-school/balshaw-s-archive
http://www.balshaws.org.uk/about-the-school/balshaw-s-archive
mailto:enquiries@balshaws.org.uk


 

When will school return to ‘normal’? 
 
I am pleased to say that the excellent support and co-operation from parents with regard to home testing using 
Lateral Flow Devices has meant that as of 26th April we had records of 2,900 logged Lateral Flow Tests for students 
and 540 logged Lateral Flow Tests for staff.  I would like to thank you all for your ongoing support to make sure that 
we can do our best to keep your children safe. 
 
We have begun to reintroduce extra-curricular activities and we have a road map that sets out some of the ways 
that we are starting to move back towards a more usual school day.  We do need to remain vigilant and cautious 
though.  Hyndburn in Lancashire still has one of the highest rates of Covid infection in the country and Runshaw 
College has sadly had to return to remote learning until 17th May as the Indian variant of Covid has been identified 
amongst students.  We are not out of things yet, but with your ongoing support I feel confident that we are heading 
towards a September that is much more typical of the usual school day and organisation.  This will start after half 
term – see below. 
 

Year 11 Leaving and Change to the School Day 
 
Year 11 will finish attending school physically at half term.  This gives us the chance to adapt the school day.  We will 
retain the staggered lunchtimes as students get served much more quickly.  However, we are having a standard start 
and end to the day. 
 
From Monday 7th June all students should arrive at school for 8.35am ready for 8.40 registration.  The school day will 
end for all students at 3.10pm 
 

 
 
 

And finally: 
 
If you are in Year 11 and you have lunch money on your account that was added via the wall revaluation machines, 
you need to use this up before your last day (additional money paid using ParentMail can be credited back to the 
account that paid it). 

 
Keep an eye out for the information about Devices for All and stay safe and well. 

 
Mr Steven Haycocks 
HEADTEACHER 
Non sibi sed aliis 
Your Word is a lamp for my feet and a light on my path.  (Psalm 119, vs 105)  



Results and Analysis of the My Remote Learning survey: 
 
This online survey was designed during the second school lockdown to find out more about how and where students 

worked.  It also aimed to find out a bit more about the social and emotional impact of spending significant amounts 

of time sitting in front of a computer screen. 

The questions asked were as follows: 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

Knowing the answers to these questions will help us to better understand which students may need more support 

either with IT access or with organising their learning.  It also helps us to understand what some of the strengths are 

in the way that we are teaching and hopefully if there are any methods that we should avoid. 

A summary and analysis. 

At the time of putting together this report there were 319 responses to the survey 

• Year 11 = 61 

• Year 10 = 48 

• Year 9  = 71 

• Year 8  = 77 

• Year 7  = 62  



These results show that nearly all students are finding that their experience of remote learning is better than the last 

lockdown.  Some of the later responses may suggest reasons for this.  We would put forward the following 

hypotheses.  Firstly, that the students are better prepared for the skillset and the mindset of lockdown learning.  The 

second is linked to the upskilling of staff and confidence in using the range of technologies available within Microsoft 

Teams.  Live teaching is a big factor, but not as overwhelmingly as we might have expected… 

 

 

 

 

The responses for this are not as overwhelming as we might have predicted given the feedback from parents.  It 

suggests that while student learning at home is more easily managed by parents and a majority of students like 

them, the proportion of those who agree strongly is fewer than the responses who agree strongly that their 

experience of remote learning is better this time than last time.  This suggests that there are other reasons beyond 

the element of live teaching that leads so many students to agree strongly that their remote learning experience is 

better than previously. 

 



 

 

There is an interesting spread of responses to this question.  At both ends of the school (Year 11 and Year 7) there 

are significantly more who would not like more live lessons.  What we could draw from this is that Year 7s may find 

that the intensity of the live lessons is quite demanding for them over the course of the week.  For Year 11 it is 

possible that they would prefer to have the time to work more independently and are able to research and manage 

learning themselves and being tied to the pace of the live lesson could be restrictive for them. 

 

 

Following on from the last questions the responses to this question suggest that students own control over their 

learning is an important element of their engagement with remote education, preferring a mixture of live and pre-

recorded, PowerPoint and worksheet activities. 

 

 

 



 

The responses to this question suggest that a significant number of students are struggling with the volume of work.  

This is not the only possible conclusion though.  It could also be linked to the way that the work is organised as much 

as the volume.  We continually try to standardise the formats and ways in which different subjects set work to 

address this issue.  

 

 

The responses to this question suggest strongly that the level of challenge that is being set with the work is probably 

about right.  There are a greater number of students who disagree strongly with the idea that they are not being 

challenged enough with fewer than 20 who agree that they are not challenged enough.  This is the balance that we 

would be aiming for in keeping students fully challenged. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The following questions were all about students’ use of devices. 

 

The results from these questions were very 

reassuring in that the vast majority of our 

students are only using a laptop or a PC to 

access their remote learning or have access to 

one for most of their learning. 

 

It is a concern that around 25 of the 

respondents say that they only use a mobile 

phone to access their remote learning and a 

further 20 use it for most of their work.  

Although this is possible, it is not an ideal 

environment to work in and certainly not for 

work that involves the use of Office-based 

software such as essays in Word.  It is natural to 

expect that students will use their phones to 

check and use emails, so their use for some 

aspects of remote learning is to be expected. 

 

Tablets are not as used as initial expectations 

might have thought when sending out this 

survey.   

 

Although we have sent out instructions for being 

able to access Office and remote learning using 

games consoles (which might have been more 

readily available than a PC or laptop in many 

households), this appears not be used at all for 

remote learning by our students. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The use of an appropriate workspace is essential to the success of remote learning and the lack of a suitable 

workspace is a criterion for students being offered a place in vulnerable provision.  The vast majority of our students 

are working in suitable places for studying. 

 



The next set of questions focussed on students’ wellbeing: 

A concern about the amount of time spent inactive and looking at screens on the ability of our students to get a 

good night’s sleep is confirmed by this response.  There are a small number who sleep better, but they are a minority 

of the respondents.  We will monitor this as part of our overall pastoral provision and hope that the introduction of 

Learning Consolidation days will help with this and also the response above which suggested that students are 

struggling with the volume of work set. 

 

 

 

 

It appears that in general students appear happy with their screen time.  There is perhaps an ambiguity in this survey 

question as it is not clear whether or not television watching is included in this which is much less intense and 

demanding than screen time on a PC/Laptop/Phone/Console. 

 

What is interesting to note are the responses to the question on the next page which are a little at odds with the 

responses here. 



 

 

 

This conflict shouldn’t perhaps be surprising as research has shown that even when they know it is better for them 

and that they feel mentally and physically better with less screen time, many young people still opt for screen time 

given the choice. 

 

 

 

 



 

Students are reporting that their eyes are more tired than usual from screen use, but are largely happy with their 

screen time and almost all of them continue to use screen-based activities as part of their leisure time after they 

have finished the school day. 

 

 

The majority of students report being less active than they would usually be during remote learning.  The responses 

here could also suggest a reason for the deteriorating sleep patterns that were reported in the earlier question. 

 

 

 



The results from the survey suggest very strongly that the introduction of Learning Consolidation Days is a positive 

intervention to support students in the areas in which this survey has raised concerns. 

It good to see that students will access a full range of support for their learning, although interesting to note that 
more go to their friends than a teacher as a first port of call. 
 



 

 

School Synergy Parent Portal 

The screenshots on this page and the next show and explain the data and information you can access about your child on School Synergy.  



  



School Synergy Student Portal 

The screenshots on this and the next page show you the information that your child can access about themselves and their work. 

  



 


