
 

 

         
 

Dear <RecipientSalutation> 
 
It's a while since I wrote to you (unless you are a parent of a Year 10 student!) so I thought 
that it was time for an update... 
 
As always, please share this with your son/daughter. 
 

What is happening in September? 
As I write there are lots of leaks coming out in advance of Gavin Williamson's 
announcements about the opening of schools in September. We will wait until official 
documentation comes out, but it is looking like all year groups will be coming back in some 
kind of staggered form as year group bubbles, but I wouldn't like to speculate until the 
formal announcement has been made. 
We will have welcomed back more than 100 of our Year 10s before we finish for the 
summer and those who have been in already have been working hard to get back up to date 
with any learning that they missed or which they didn't understand. Lancashire County 
Council have put together a short video filmed at Haslingden High School about what a 
return to school may be like which you can watch here: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H7lFMUc6wY8&feature=youtu.be 
 

Continuing Home Learning with Years 7 - 10 
In the meantime it looks like Years 7 - 9 will be continuing with remote home learning fully 
alone and Year 10 with the in-school support for home learning that is taking place over the 
rest of this term. I know that this can be challenging for parents to monitor, but all work is 
on ClassCharts and I urge you to talk to your child about what they have done and challenge 
them on the detail and ask to see what they have done.  Getting them to share their 
learning with you is a really good way of them knowing whether they have actually 
assimilated the information and knowledge that they have been processing. 
 

Live lessons 
A limited number of parents have asked about live lessons and will Balshaw's be doing live 
lessons. Very few schools have been doing this and for many good reasons. One of the main 
reasons is about student access. In many homes there are a number of people sharing 
computers that have to be balanced between use for parents' work and children's studies. 
Some homes may have a limit on the monthly data that they can use which would mean 
that live lessons would quickly diminish access to online availability. There are also 
significant safeguarding concerns about the use of live lessons - it would not be the case 
that students would be able to participate with their own video feeds for example. 
 
More importantly, there is very little educational benefit in a live lesson over a pre-recorded 
lessons. The Education Endowment Fund (EEF) is one of the most respected sources of 
educational research in the country which informs national thinking about the impact of 
different teaching strategies. Their recent report finds that it is the quality of remote 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H7lFMUc6wY8&feature=youtu.be/t_blank


teaching that is more important than how lessons are delivered. For example, teachers 
might explain a new idea live or in a pre-recorded video. But what matters most is whether 
the explanation builds clearly on pupils’ prior learning. We have done some live teaching 
and broadcasts over the past few weeks, but they have not had the engagement benefits 
we would have hoped for the time expenditure that goes into them. Our largest attempt at 
this was with a whole school assembly. There were 200 places for this over the two days, 
but of the 940 invitations sent no more than 34 students took part. 
 
As a consequence we are continuing our focus on using our Microsoft Teams functionality to 
record lessons with voice overs and recorded demonstrations which can be accessed 
multiple times by students and in their own time rather than the window when they are 
broadcast. 
 

Routines 
One of the things that is is coming out quite strongly from the interactions that we have 
been having with students is that those who have maintained routines are the ones that are 
happiest and making most progress. Students who are struggling are ones who are not 
following any regular sleep patterns and in some cases have completely tuned their days 
and nights around. One of the most important things by far is to keep your child is a routine 
from Monday to Friday. Re-adjusting to the school day and a routine of school work will be 
much, much harder when they return in September. One thing that I can assure all of our 
students is that we will be wasting no time in getting right into work and study as soon as 
they return. For most this will be no problem as they have been doing this throughout, but 
for some changes will need to happen! 
 

Looking Forward 
We continue to plan for September so that we are ready for the different possible scenarios 
that we may face. We will know more by the end of the week. We are putting out a 
Welcome to Balshaw's Film soon for our incoming Year 7 students who are looking forward 
to starting at high school, but it must be even more worrying for them that it would ever 
have been normally. In the meantime teachers keep sharing some of the brilliant work that 
you are doing and I have quite a backlogue of Headteacher Commendations to give out! 
Keep up your efforts and before you know it it will be the end of the summer holiday and 
you will be coming back to school! 
 
Best wishes to you all, 
 
Mr Steven Haycocks 
HEADTEACHER 
BALSHAW'S CHURCH OF ENGLAND HIGH SCHOOL 
Your Word is a lamp for my feet and a light on my path. (Psalm 119, vs 105) 


