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At Balshaw’s Church of England High School, we are committed to providing an inclusive
environment where every student is valued and supported to achieve their full potential. We aim to
ensure that all students, including those with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND),
receive high-quality provision tailored to their individual needs.

Key SEND Information at a Glance
e SENDCo: Mrs M Rogerson
e Telephone: 01772 421009
e Email: m.rogerson@balshaws.org.uk
e Review Cycle: Termly monitoring, annual reviews for EHCP students
e Approach: Assess — Plan — Do — Review
¢ Support Available: In-class support, interventions, specialist services, personalised learning
strategies

Areas of Special Educational Need
Students’ needs are broadly categorised into four areas:
o Communication and Interaction
o Cognition and Learning
« Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH)
« Sensory and/or Physical Needs
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HOW DOES THE SCHOOL KNOW IF STUDENTS NEED EXTRA HELP AND WHAT
SHOULD I DO IF | THINK MY CHILD MAY HAVE SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS?

Early identification is a priority. We use a range of methods to identify need, including:

Liaison with feeder primary schools
Baseline assessments in Year 7

Ongoing assessment and progress tracking
Teacher observations

CAT data analysis

Parental concerns

Information from external professionals

If you are concerned about your child, you should contact their subject teacher or Head of House
initially, followed by the SENDCo if needed.

HOW DOES THE SCHOOL MAKE PROVISION FOR STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL
EDUCATIONAL NEEDS WHETHER OR NOT STUDENTS HAVE EHC PLANS AND HOW
DOES THE SCHOOL EVALUATE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF ITS PROVISION FOR SUCH
STUDENTS?

If a child is identified as having SEN, we will provide support that is ‘additional to’ or ‘different from’

the differentiated approaches and learning arrangements normally provided as part of a high

quality, personalised teaching.

In accordance with the Code of Practice (2015) we engage in a four-stage process as outlined below

Assess — this involves taking into consideration all the information from discussions with
parents or carers, the class teachers and assessments

Plan — this stage identifies the barriers to learning, intended outcomes and details what
additional support will be provided in order to help the student overcome these barriers.

Do — providing the support, extra assistance for learning or learning aids as set out in the
plan.

Review — measuring the impact of the support provided and considering whether changes to
that support need to be made.



Assessment and evaluation of provision for young people with SEND

We regularly evaluate SEND provision through:
e Provision mapping
e Progress tracking and assessment data
e Intervention reviews
o Termly updates to SEND register and pupil passports
e |ILP reviews

Students’ progress is reviewed termly through reports and Parents’ Evenings. Those with EHCPs
receive a formal annual review.

The SENDCo will also check your child is making good progress in any group intervention they are
part of.

Regular book scrutiny and lesson observations will be carried out by the members Senior Leadership
Team to ensure that the needs of all children are met and that the quality of teaching and learning
is as high as possible.

Arrangements and adjustments for Examinations

Appropriate arrangements and adjustments are made for those students who have an identified
need. Our SENDCo is an SpLD teacher who is qualified to assess for access arrangements and
students are tested at the end of Key Stage 3/start of Key Stage 4. Examples of exam concessions
are:

e Scribe/ Word Processor
e Reader/Computer Reader
e Extratime

e Supervised Rest Breaks

HOW WILL BOTH YOU AND | KNOW HOW MY CHILD IS DOING AND HOW WILL YOU
HELP ME TO SUPPORT MY CHILD’S LEARNING?

Arrangements for reviews of EHC plans.

e Annual reviews take place for those students who have EHC plans, these are always student
centred

e All agencies are invited to attend and to make contributions during the review

e Written advice is requested from all parties

e Termly ILP reviews.



e Additional 1:1 meetings with the SENDCo, as required
e Provision mapping is used to effectively plan provision
e The SENDCo can be contacted to discuss your child’s support at any point in the school year.

Arrangements in place for children with other SEN needs
Arrangements for those children with other SEN needs are made including:

e SENDCo available to discuss and review a student’s educational needs
e 1:1 meetings with the SENDCo, as required

e Termly review of Pupil Passports

e Regular review of ILPs

HOW WILL THE SCHOOL STAFF SUPPORT MY CHILD?

Teachers provide differentiated learning opportunities for all the students within the school and

provide materials and resources appropriate to the student’s interests and abilities. This ensures
that all students have full access to the school curriculum. All students who require additional or
specific support/strategies have a personalised Pupil Passport.

All members of staff in school have a responsibility for maximising the achievement and opportunity
of all learners including those with SEND. Specifically, all teachers are teachers of students with
special educational needs. Staff are aware of their responsibilities towards the learners and a
positive and sensitive attitude is shown towards students at all times.

Additional classroom support

The Christian ethos of the school is one of inclusion and each child at Balshaw’s is valued as an
individual whatever their needs. Additional classroom support is provided for children who require
it in a variety of ways including:

Teaching assistants work in classes to support students’ learning, or in small groups, or 1:1 as
required with students with additional needs. There is a nurture group in years 7-9 (and in English,
Maths and Science at KS4) in which students receive additional literacy and numeracy support. We
are fortunate to have a higher that average number of support staff at our school (12 level 3
Teaching Assistants).

As well as in class support, we also withdraw students for specific targeted literacy support. Mrs
Rogerson, our SENDCo/specialist SpLD teacher, is able, through diagnostic testing to provide
structured literacy support programmes.




HOW WILL THE CURRICULUM BE MATCHED TO MY CHILD’S NEEDS?

Provision to facilitate access to the curriculum
A range of facilities are used to enable students to access all areas of the curriculum including:

e Every student with identified needs has their own Pupil Passport with strategies to enable
them to make progress in key areas

e The use of interactive displays with touch screen in every classroom facilitates access to a
range of learning activities for all

e Support from outside agencies including specialist teachers or health care professional who
visit school regularly

e The school currently employs a specialist ASD teacher each week, and H.I/V.l teachers
provide support for students with identified needs

e School also take advice from the school’s educational psychologist team (LA)

e The curriculum may be adapted to fit the needs of individual children and this decision will
be made based on the individual needs of the child.

HOW IS THE DECISION MADE ABOUT THE TYPE OF SUPPORT AND HOW MUCH
SUPPORT MY CHILD WILL RECEIVE?

SEN provision map

An SEN provision map is in place and is reviewed and updated termly by the SENDCo to make
adjustments such as the allocation of 1:1 support or inclusion in intervention groups as the need
arises. Monitoring and assessment of students’ progress informs the level of provision required.

HOW WILL MY CHILD BE INCLUDED IN ACTIVITIES OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM
INCLUDING SCHOOL TRIPS?

The school provides a range of provision including:

e Lunchtime and after school activities are on offer for all students
e Sporting, music, arts and curriculum clubs are offered at lunchtime and after school.
e Provision of additional adult support on trips when this is required.

Inclusion

All clubs are inclusive by:



e Making adjustments so that students with any SEN including disability can attend
¢ Including extra members of staff or 1:1 support within the club, if necessary, or on a trip
e Provide equipment that enables all students to take part

Pastoral Care

e At Balshaw’s we have a strong Christian ethos and the school community is very important
to students, parents and staff

e All students will be in house teams throughout the school and support each other; House
teams events develop our ‘school family’

e We have good relationships with our families and we aim to resolve any issues with
friendships quickly and professionally

e Balshaw’s prides itself on the outstanding behaviour of its students and actively rewards
kindness and consideration of others. Visitors to our school regularly comment upon the
behaviour of our students towards one another and particular towards those who have
additional needs or disabilities

e The Head of House will be responsible for the pastoral care of each child throughout their
time at Balshaw’s. Siblings are placed in the same House to enable strong links between
school and home to be established

WHAT SUPPORT WILL THERE BE FOR MY CHILD’S OVERALL WELL-BEING?

Managing and administering the safe keeping of medicines
Parents are asked to refer to the School’s Website to view the Medical Policy for School.
Care Plans

Care plans are put in place for those students who require them. They are devised in conjunction
with parents and health professionals including school nurses. All relevant staff are made aware of
the content of care plans for individual children. Any required training specified in the care plan
takes place for some members of staff and sometimes all staff. Students with serious medical
conditions also have a Medical Passport.

Medical emergencies
Teaching and support staff, including lunchtime assistants, have first aid training.
Staff training for particular needs

Staff are trained as appropriate for particular needs including:



e Nutallergy

e Management of Hl or VI students

e Moving and handling

e Specific training is undertaken, as required e.g. EpiPen, diabetes, epilepsy

WHAT SPECIALIST SERVICES AND EXPERTISE ARE AVAILABLE AT OR ACCESSED BY
THE SCHOOL?

If a student displays a higher level of need, specialist provision from external agencies and
professionals may be called upon to carry out more specialised assessments to help identify the
provision required. This may include:

e SEND Trade/SEND Support

e Speech and Language Therapy service
e Specialist teachers e.g. Hl and VI

e Play therapists

The SENDCo is a specialist SpLD teacher who is qualified to assess students who may be Dyslexic
and provide specialist teaching.

WHAT TRAINING HAVE THE STAFF SUPPORTING SEND HAD OR WHAT TRAINING
ARE THEY HAVING?

e All teachers and TAs have regular CPD on specific learning needs

e All teachers and TAs have had training from the ADHD Foundation

e All our TAs have had training in speech, language and communication

e Some support staff have specialist knowledge and training in autism, emotional literacy,
speech, language and communication

On-going support and development for staff
All school staff are provided with opportunities for their development. This includes:

e TA training development

e Weekly TA meetings with the SENDCo

e INSET in-service training days and SEN CPD sessions throughout the year

e Training opportunities are identified for support staff who are working with children with
particular needs.



e Training focuses on strategies to support different children’s needs and how to use TAs
effectively

e SEN Toolkits and Strategy sheets are available electronically for staff

e SEN Spotlight Briefings provide opportunities for staff to share strategies which work for
individual students

e SEND Working Party provides opportunities for staff to work collaboratively to share
strategies to support students and evaluate the effectiveness of current provision.

e Access to the National College training hub for all teachers and TAs.

HOW ACCESSIBLE IS THE SCHOOL BOTH INDOORS AND OUTDOORS?

Accessibility of the school environment

We are a very welcoming school with friendly staff who have a very good understanding of the
students in our care and form close relationships with parents.

e Designated disabled parking space in school car park
e Alift from ground floor to first floor

e Adisabled toilet

e Access ramp at one side entrance

Accessibility of information
Information is disseminated to parents in a variety of ways including:

e Viathe school website

e School policies are available to view via the school website as well as hard copies on request
e Curriculum information is available on the school website

e Messages via Synergy

e Information on our twitter feed

e Termly review of Student Passports

e Parents’ weekly bulletin

HOW ARE EQUIPMENT AND FACILITIES TO SUPPORT CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE
WITH SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS SECURED?

Accessibility of provision

Every care is taken to ensure that all students have equal access to all provision. This includes:



e All resources are appropriate to the age and ability of the students
e Appropriate resources and equipment are provided for those children who have specific
needs

Specialist equipment

Specialist equipment is purchased and provided for those children who have been identified as
needing provision including:

e Resources to alleviate visual stress including overlays, reading rulers and coloured paper

e Pencil grips for Dyspraxia

e Laptops for students who have poor fine motor skills which significantly impacts their
handwriting

e Appropriate equipment to relieve stress or anxiety eg. Stress balls or time out cards

e Use of buff paper in examinations for students with visual stress.

e Specialist equipment as recommended by specialist teachers.

HOW CAN PARENTS COMMUNICATE WITH STAFF AT BALSHAW'’S?

Informing parents about roles and responsibilities
The school ensures that parents are aware of the roles and responsibilities of particular staff

e Roles and responsibilities of all staff are identified on the school website and in the school
prospectus

Communication with key staff

At Balshaw’s, we have an ‘open door’ policy and encourage parents to contact us, either in person,
by phone, email or letter, to discuss any concerns about their child.

e School telephone number and Head teacher’s email address are on every school newsletter
and can also be accessed via the website

e SENDCo’s email address can be accessed by the school website

e Regular parental questionnaires

e Our SEND Governor can be contacted via the school office

e Parents may also contact the non-teaching members of the SEN/Pastoral team

Updates for parents

Parents are updated on their children’s progress and the provision provided by the school in a
variety of ways including:



e Parents’ Evening

e Interim reports

e End of year report

e Curriculum evening for Year 9 students

e Informal Coffee and Cake evening for parents of Year 7

e Open Evening is an opportunity to meet all teachers and SEN staff

e Additional transition visits are organised by the SENDCo in liaison with junior schools

e Additional transition meetings for parents of SEN students to discuss the needs of their child
and the provision to be put in place

e Year 7 parents of students with SEN are invited into school at the end of the first half term to
discuss their child’s provision

Parental feedback

This is sought formally, via parental questionnaires, but we also welcome conversations about
things parents have enjoyed or constructive comments on any issues.

The Headteacher, SENDCO and other members of staff also offer a termly parent forum that all
parents are invited to.

HOW WILL BALSHAW'’S CONSULT WITH MY CHILD AND HOW WILL THEY BE
INVOLVED IN THEIR EDUCATION?

Opportunities for Student Voice

There are active School Councils (upper and lower) which influences areas of school life such as the
action plan and the use of resources. The students at Balshaw’s are extremely considerate and
thoughtful to students with special educational need and this is often reflected in their decisions.

Students’ views are also sought through:

e Eco Council
e English Council
e Target setting for personal performance including reviews and ILPs

® Annual student questionnaires
® Pupil Passports created in collaboration with students

® Pupil voice questionnaire at/for EHCP reviews.

HOW WILL THE SCHOOL PREPARE AND SUPPORT MY CHILD TO JOIN THE SCHOOL,
TRANSFER TO A NEW SETTING OR TO THE NEXT STAGE OF EDUCATION AND LIFE?



Transition

We fully support the children’s transition to our school in a variety of ways including:

An individually tailored transition programme to become familiar with staff and peers before
joining our school

Detailed liaison between staff and parents

Familiarisation programme with new staff

Transition meetings with the primary schools

Invitation of SENDCo to any EHC reviews

Extra visits to the school if deemed appropriate including participation in our main feeder
day

Additional ‘Welcome Pack’ sent to children identified as SEN, if deemed appropriate
Individual files including all relevant documentation forwarded to Balshaw’s from our feeder
primary schools

Year 10 Runshaw Sampling Day

Y10 Preston College Sampling Day.

Transition meetings with colleges

WHERE WILL | FIND INFORMATION ON WHERE THE LOCAL AUTHORITY’S LOCAL
OFFER IS PUBLISHED?

The local offer can be found at:

http://lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-

disabilities.aspx

Balshaw’s part of the local offer can be accessed on the school website, under SEN.

WHO CAN | CONTACT FOR FURTHER INFORMATION?

Headteacher: Mr Steven Haycocks s.haycocks@balshaws.org.uk

SENDCo: Mrs M Rogerson m.rogerson@balshaws.org.uk

SEND Governor: Mrs R Bird c/o the School Office

Telephone: 01772 421009

Email: enquiries@balshaws.org.uk
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APPROVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY — Summer Term 2024



