Year 9 Curriculum Implementation: History

Knowledge &
Skills

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Key Question: Key Question: Key Question: Key Question: Key Question: Key Question:

How far was World War One a horror of gas, industrialised
slaughter & appalling human suffering?

In Year 9 students will study World War One and learn about the
human suffering and impact of industrialised warfare, which
produced unprecedented casualties. We will cover a range of
interlocking topics, from the long-term diplomatic tensions to
the immediate factors that triggered war, as well as examine
trench warfare, weapons and how the war was won and at what

cost.

We will study the following topic areas:

eThe factors that triggered a global war in 1914

e Joining up, trench warfare, weapons and the Somme
oShellshock and the home front

eThe end of the war and its social consequences

How did the Nazi Party kill Democracy in
Germany?

In Year 9 students study the rise of the
Nazi Party and examine the fragility of
Democracy. This topic provides students
with a crucial understanding of 20th
Century history and equips them with
vital knowledge and skill to understand
the foundations of modern Europe. This
is a "difficult" topic, it will encourage
them to think critically, as well as explore
complex factors that lead to political
extremism, rather than simply presenting
a "good against evil" narrative.

We will study the following topic areas:

eThe Treaty of Versailles

oThe different ways to run a country and
manage its economy

eGermany in the 1920s and 1930s

e Adolf Hitler and the rise of political
extremism in Germany

Why did people disagree about life in Nazi
Germany?

In Year 9 we continue to develop and
build on the topic further as the
curriculum focuses on how Adolf Hitler
and the Nazi Party transformed Germany
from a democracy into a totalitarian
dictatorship, whilst it then examines how
German society was affected. This
continues to be a sensitive and ‘difficult’
topic but continues the learning journey
within the academic year through the 20t
Century.

We will study the following topic areas:

elife in Nazi Germany and the 1936
Olympics

eNazi popularity and education

eThe persecution of the Jews and other
groups

eThe outbreak of WW2

Did Britain stand-alone during World
War Two?

Our students explore the myth of
Britain's wartime isolation by uncovering
the extensive and critical contributions
of allies and overseas territories. This
moves beyond the simplistic "Britain
stood alone" narrative to reveal a more
complex and globally connected history.

We will study the following topic areas:

eThe Battle of Britain and evacuation

eThe contributions of soldiers from the
British Empire

eThe factors that led to the end of WW2

Did Britain stand-alone during World
War Two?

As we progress into the summer term,
we continue to study the final stages of
WW?2 and continue to examine how
Britain did not stand alone, as well as
how her Empire and warfare across the
world was changing.

We will study the following topic areas:

eThe use of atomic warfare against
Japan

eThe impact that war had on the British
Empire and its transition to the
Commonwealth

eSocial change after WW2 and the
1950s

Why did authoritarian and democratic
ideologies collide and how was life
changing in the late 20t Century?

The year 9 students bring key stage three
at Balshaw’s to a close by learning about
the mid-to-late 20th century, whilst
developing a range of historical
knowledge and develop essential skills for
critical thinking.

We will study the following topic areas:

eThe Cold War and Space Race

eWindrush and immigration

eProtests and terror

eHow was life changing in Britain between
the 1960s and the 1990s

Links to prior
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Cultural
Capital and
extra-
curricular
opportunities

Studying World War | and examining trench warfare provide
students essential knowledge, experiences and cultural
reference points needed to understand the 20t Century. It
moves beyond simple facts by connecting students to a shared
historical narrative, fostering empathy, whilst providing a
foundation for understanding broader cultural and societal
issues. They will also reflect on death, suffering and the need for
diplomacy and kindness.

Studying the rise of Hitler and the Nazi
Party in Germany, along with life between
the wars, provides significant cultural
capital by grounding students in a period
of immense change and trauma. This
knowledge helps students understand
modern society, culture and politics. They
will also learn to think critically and make
comparisons between, democracy,
media, propaganda and extremism from
that time and our world today.

Studying the Holocaust and the beginning
of World War Il provides significant
cultural capital by building the learners
knowledge, skills, and values as they
examine social factors, as well as global
politics. They will also reflect on the topic
and be required to show empathy, as well
as emotional maturity.

Studying the Battle of Britain, the role of
the Empire in WWII, and the war's
conclusion provides significant cultural
capital. It moves students beyond simple
facts to a deeper appreciation of
national identity, global
interconnectedness, as well as the
complex, long-lasting consequences of
historical events that shaped the
remainder of the 20t Century and
arguably still the world we live in today.

Studying the decline of the British
Empire, the rise of atomic warfare, and
the conclusion of WWII provides pupils
with profound cultural capital. It offers a
critical perspective on global power
dynamics, the foundations of modern
society, and the ethical challenges
inherited from the 20th Century. It sets
the stage for the Cold War and the 21st
Century.

Studying the Cold War, the Windrush
generation, and other events of protest
and change in the mid-to-late 20th
century builds cultural capital by
equipping pupils with knowledge, critical
thinking skills, and a deeper
understanding of the forces that have
shaped modern society. This is not about
memorising facts alone but about
providing context for understanding
contemporary issues, from global power
struggles to multiculturalism and civil
rights.
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historical facts.

victims of injustice and crucially inspiring
children to stand up against hatred. It will
also show them how precious and fragile
democracy is and let them examine the
challenges, as well as dilemmas that
people in the not-so-distant past faced.

focuses on an individual's personal search
for purpose and moral understanding in
response to a complex topic in history.

a simplified, nationalistic narrative,
students can explore the universal
human values demonstrated during a
time of immense crisis.

responsibility, and the human capacity
for both immense cruelty and
transformative change. This reflection
can foster a sense of purpose and ethical
awareness.

interconnectedness, as well as moral
courage. These topics and reflection of
them can foster spiritual growth by
exploring universal human struggles and
aspirations.




How can
parents
support the
curriculum?

oCheck that students have completed homework set by their
teacher

eDiscuss and ask them what they learnt in class today

eTake students to visit historical sites that link to their learning in
class, such as churches, buildings and museums

eWatch linked documentaries or take up wider reading and
research with your children at home

eResearch family History and see if you can make any
connections between your family history and events like the
war
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