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Introduction 

 The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples 

of responses to GCSE French. 

 The sample assessment materials which these responses are based on can be 

found on the Pearson website. 

 In this pack, you will find a small sample of responses, an examiner commentary 

and the mark scheme for each question. 

 The responses are all from students and we have retained their original responses 

where possible. 

 We will add to these exemplar packs throughout the year. 

 If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions 

about the course, please contact our subject advisor team on 

TeachingLanguages@pearson.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

TeachingLanguages@pearson.com
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Question 1(a) and 1(b) 

Question 1 – Question and mark scheme 
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Candidate A – question 1(a): 
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Examiner comment: 

The candidate communicates information relevant to the task with development of 
some key points and ideas. The candidate uses straightforward grammatical 

structures and there are some successful references to the past, present and 
future events with the coverage of bullet points 1, 2 and 4 from the question. The 

candidate has written far more than the 80–90 words required for the task, but 
has not been penalised for this. However, he or she might have achieved a higher 

mark by focusing less on quantity and more on quality of work. Verbs are a 
particular issue – although the time frame can usually be understood from the 
context of each sentence, the actual verb is frequently misspelled, which 

sometimes leads to ambiguity. 

 

Grid 1 (communication and content): 7 marks 

 

 

Grid 2 (linguistic knowledge and accuracy): 4 marks 
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Candidate B – Question 1(a): 
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Examiner comment: 

The candidate communicates information which is relevant to the task and uses an 

appropriate register and style. Some variation of grammatical structures is evident 

and there are successful references to past, present and future events. The 
candidate has written far more than the 80–90 words required, but has not been 
penalised. Importantly, the candidate has addressed all four bullet points and 

used correct tenses to do so. There are some quite long sentences. The candidate 
has attempted some slightly more complex structures and vocabulary, but not 

always successfully. 

 

Grid 1 (communication and content): 8 marks 

 

 

Grid 2 (linguistic knowledge and accuracy): 7 marks 
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Candidate C – question 1(a): 

 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate communicates information relevant to the task and frequently uses 

accurate language and structures. The candidate has covered bullets 1, 3 and 4. 

The candidate has written a lot more than the 80–90 words required for this task, 
but has not been penalised for doing so. The candidate could be advised to try and 
make the handwriting clearer, as it is important that the examiner can read what 

is intended without difficulty. In the live examination, use of black ink is a 
requirement. The language used is quite sound, with occasional and usually 

successful use of more ambitious structures and some reasonable linking. 

 

Grid 1 (communication and content): 9 marks 
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Grid 2 (linguistic knowledge and accuracy): 8 marks 

 

 

Candidate D – question 1(a): 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate communicates information relevant to the task with some 

expansion of key points and ideas. There is some variation of grammatical 
structures with successful references to past, present and future events. The 

candidate has addressed all four bullet points with success, and some quite 
individual thoughts are conveyed and linked together. The language used is 
mostly secure, with some successful use of more complex structures and 

ambitious vocabulary. Very occasionally, errors slightly hinder communication. 
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Grid 1 (communication and content): 11 marks 

 

 

Grid 2 (linguistic knowledge and accuracy): 7 marks 
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Candidate E – question 1(b): 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate communicates information and opinions relevant to the task with 

some expansion of key points and ideas with frequent examples of creative 
language use to express individual thoughts and ideas. There are frequently 
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extended and linked sentences with successful references to past, present and 

future events. All four bullet points have been successfully addressed, and the fact 
that the candidate has written far more than the 80–90 words required has not, 

on this occasion, disadvantaged him or her. There is good use of a variety of 
vocabulary and grammatical structures with some successful use of more complex 
grammar. 

 

Grid 1 (communication and content): 12 marks 

 

 

Grid 2  (linguistic knowledge and accuracy): 8 marks 
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Question 2(a) and 2(b) 

Question 2 – Question and mark scheme  
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Candidate A – question 2(a): 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate has fallen short of the 130–150 words required for the task, and 

this is reflected in the marks awarded. The candidate communicates some detailed 

information relevant to the task with some variation of grammatical structures 
with references to the past, present and future events. The candidate addresses 
bullet points 1, 2, and 3 in the question. The language used is mostly basic, but 

there are some examples of more complex structures, not all of which are used 
successfully. There are some anglicisms which detract from the success of the 

answer. However, there are also some passages of quite correct French which use 
language reasonably fluently. 
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Grid 1 (communication and content): 5 marks 

 

 

 

Grid 2 (linguistic knowledge and accuracy): 4 marks 
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Candidate B – question 2(b): 

 

Examiner comment: 

The length of the candidate’s answer is within the recommended number of words 

so the candidate potentially has access to the whole of the mark grids. The 
candidate communicates detailed information which is relevant to the task and 

uses a variety of grammatical structures. The candidate addresses bullet points 1, 
3 and 4 and makes frequent successful references to past, present and future 

events. The language used is mostly basic, but there are examples of more 
complex structures, not all of which are used successfully. Verbs are a particular 



GCSE French Paper 4: Higher Tier 

 

© Pearson Education Ltd 2015.  23 

issue here, with a number of malformations of tenses, some of which tend to 

hinder communication. 

 

Grid 1 (communication and content): 7 marks 

 

 

Grid 2 (linguistic knowledge and accuracy): 6 marks 
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Candidate C – question 2(b): 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate communicates some detailed information relevant to the task and 

uses a variety of grammatical structure including some different examples of 
complex language. Many of the opinions are justified. The language used is quite 
sound, with a variety of vocabulary and structures, some of which are more 

complex and ambitious. Not all of these are entirely successfully, however. The 
candidate’s handwriting is not easy to decipher, and this causes some hesitation in 

decoding the message. In the live examination, candidates are required to write in 
black ink. 

 

Grid 1 (communication and content): 8 marks 
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Grid 2 (linguistic knowledge and accuracy): 7 marks 

 

 

Candidate D – question 2(b): 
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Examiner comment: 

The candidate communicates detailed information which is relevant to the task 

and uses a wide variety of grammatical structures with consistently successful 
references to past, present and future events. The candidate has written far more 

than the 130–150 words specified for the task, but this has not prevented the 
awarding of marks in the highest bands. Opinions are generally justified very 
successfully. The language used is varied, fluent and confident. There are many 

examples of complex structures being used successfully, and the vocabulary used 
is also quite sophisticated at times. There is the occasional slip or anglicism, but 

these do not detract from the overall impression of a very competent piece of 
work. 

 

Grid 1 (communication and content): 15 marks 

 

Grid 2 (linguistic knowledge and accuracy): 11 marks 
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Question 3 

Question 3 – Question and mark scheme 
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Candidate A: 

 

 

 

Examiner comment:  

The candidate partially communicates the meaning of the passage although some 

words and phrases, particularly towards the end of the translation, are omitted 

and some errors in language prevent the meaning being conveyed. 

 

5 marks 
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Candidate B: 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate mostly communicates the meaning of the passage but occasional 

words, such as the paraphrase of ‘early’ and misspelling of ‘échole’, are incorrectly 
communicated. There are some grammatical errors around gender and tense 

which hinder clarity. 

 

7 marks 
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Candidate C: 

 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate mostly communicates the meaning of the passage but occasional 

words, such as the misspelling of ‘reusira’, are incorrectly communicated. There 
are some grammatical errors around gender and tense which hinder clarity. In the 

live examination it is a requirement to use black ink. 

 

8 marks 
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Candidate D: 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

The meaning of the passage is fully communicated although there are some 
errors, such as ‘il est’ which should be ‘il sera’ (wrong tense) and ‘par travailler’ 

which should be ‘en travaillant’. 

 

11 marks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


