
GCSE Historians- this is the “specification” 

America, 1920–1973: Opportunity and inequality 

Part one: American people and the 'Boom'  

• The ‘Boom’: benefits, advertising and the consumer society; hire purchase; mass 

production, including Ford and the motor industry; inequalities of wealth; Republican 

government policies; stock market boom. • Social and cultural developments: 

entertainment, including cinema and jazz; the position of women in society, including 

flappers. • Divided society: organised crime, prohibition and their impact on society; the 

causes of racial tension, the experiences of immigrants and the impact of immigration; the 

Ku Klux Klan; the Red Scare and the significance of the Sacco and Vanzetti case. 

 Part two: Bust – Americans' experiences of the Depression and New Deal 

 • American society during the Depression: unemployment; farmers; businessmen; Hoover’s 

responses and unpopularity; Roosevelt's election as president. • The effectiveness of the 

New Deal on different groups in society: successes and limitations including opposition 

towards the New Deal from Supreme Court, Republicans and Radical politicians; Roosevelt's 

contribution as president; popular culture. • The impact of the Second World War: 

America’s economic recovery; Lend Lease; exports; social developments, including 

experiences of African-Americans and women. 

Part three: Post-war America 

 • Post-war American society and economy: consumerism and the causes of prosperity; the 

American Dream; McCarthyism; popular culture, including Rock and Roll and television. • 

Racial tension and developments in the Civil Rights campaigns in the 1950s and 1960s: 

Segregation laws; Martin Luther King and peaceful protests; Malcolm X and the Black Power 

Movement; Civil Rights Acts of 1964 and 1968. • America and the ‘Great Society': the social 

policies of Presidents Kennedy and Johnson relating to poverty, education and health; the 

development and impact of feminist movements in the 1960s and early 1970s, including the 

fight for equal pay; the National Organisation for Women, Roe v Wade (1973), the Supreme 

Court ruling on equal rights (1972) and opposition to Equal Rights Amendment. 

 

 

 

 

 



Conflict and tension: the First World War, 1894–1918 

Part one: The causes of the First World War 

 • The Alliance System: the Triple Alliance; Franco-Russian Alliance; relations between the 

‘Entente’ powers; the crises in Morocco (1905 and 1911) and the Balkans (1908–1909), and 

their effects on international relations. • Anglo-German rivalry: Britain and challenges to 

Splendid Isolation; Kaiser Wilhelm’s aims in foreign policy, including Weltpolitik; colonial 

tensions; European rearmament, including the Anglo-German naval race. • Outbreak of war: 

Slav nationalism and relations between Serbia and Austria-Hungary; the assassination of 

Archduke Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo and its consequences; the July Crisis; the Schlieffen 

Plan and Belgium; reasons for the outbreak of hostilities and the escalation of the conflict. 

 Part two: The First World War: stalemate  

• The Schlieffen Plan: the reasons for the plan, its failure, including the Battle of Marne and 

its contribution to the stalemate. • The Western Front: military tactics and technology, 

including trench warfare; the war of attrition; key battles, including Verdun, the Somme and 

Passchendaele, the reasons for, the events and significance of these battles. • The wider 

war: the war on other fronts; Gallipoli and its failure; the events and significance of the war 

at sea, including Jutland, the U-Boat campaign and convoys. 

 Part three: Ending the war 

 • Changes in the Allied Forces: consequences of the Bolshevik Revolution and the 

withdrawal of Russia on Germany strategy; the reasons for and impact of the entry of the 

USA into the war. • Military developments in 1918 and their contribution to Germany’s 

defeat: the evolution of tactics and technology; Ludendorff the German Spring Offensive; 

the Allied advance during The Hundred Days. • Germany surrenders: impact of the blockade; 

abdication of the Kaiser; armistice; the contribution of Haig and Foch to Germany’s defeat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Britain: Health and the people: c1000 to the present day 

Students will study the importance of the following factors:• war • superstition and religion • 

chance • government • communication • science and technology • the role of the individual in 

encouraging or inhibiting change. 

Part one: Medicine stands still 

• Medieval medicine: approaches including natural, supernatural, ideas of Hippocratic and Galenic 

methods and treatments; the medieval doctor; training, beliefs about cause of illness. • Medical 

progress: the contribution of Christianity to medical progress and treatment; hospitals; the nature 

and importance of Islamic medicine and surgery; surgery in medieval times, ideas and techniques. • 

Public health in the Middle Ages: towns and monasteries; the Black Death in Britain, beliefs about its 

causes, treatment and prevention 

Part two: The beginnings of change 

 • The impact of the Renaissance on Britain: challenge to medical authority in anatomy, physiology 

and surgery; the work of Vesalius, Paré, William Harvey; opposition to change. • Dealing with 

disease: traditional and new methods of treatments; quackery; methods of treating disease; plague; 

the growth of hospitals; changes to the training and status of surgeons and physicians; the work of 

John Hunter. • Prevention of disease: inoculation; Edward Jenner, vaccination and opposition to 

change. 

 Part three: A revolution in medicine  

• The development of Germ Theory and its impact on the treatment of disease in Britain: the 

importance of Pasteur, Robert Koch and microbe hunting; Pasteur and vaccination; Paul Ehrlich and 

magic bullets; everyday medical treatments and remedies. • A revolution in surgery: anaesthetics, 

including Simpson and chloroform; antiseptics, including Lister and carbolic acid; surgical 

procedures; aseptic surgery. • Improvements in public health: public health problems in industrial 

Britain; cholera epidemics; the role of public health reformers; local and national government 

involvement in public health improvement, including the 1848 and 1875 Public Health Acts. 

 Part four: Modern medicine  

• Modern treatment of disease: the development of the pharmaceutical industry; penicillin, its 

discovery by Fleming, its development; new diseases and treatments, antibiotic resistance; 

alternative treatments. • The impact of war and technology on surgery: plastic surgery; blood 

transfusions; X-rays; transplant surgery; modern surgical methods, including lasers, radiation therapy 

and keyhole surgery. • Modern public health: the importance of Booth, Rowntree, and the Boer 

War; the Liberal social reforms; the impact of two world wars on public health, poverty and housing; 

the Beveridge Report and the Welfare State; creation and development of the National Health 

Service; costs, choices and the issues of healthcare in the 21st century. 

 



 

 

 

 

Norman England, c1066–c1100 

Part one: The Normans: conquest and control  

• Causes of Norman Conquest, including the death of Edward the Confessor, the claimants 

and claims. • Military aspects: Battle of Stamford Bridge; Battle of Hastings; Anglo-Saxon 

and Norman tactics; military innovations, including cavalry and castles. • Establishing and 

maintaining control: the Harrying of the North; revolts, 1067–1075; King William’s 

leadership and government; William II and his inheritance. 

Part two: Life under the Normans 

 • Feudalism and government: roles, rights, and responsibilities; landholding and lordship; 

land distribution; patronage; Anglo-Saxon and Norman government systems; the Anglo-

Saxon and Norman aristocracies and societies; military service; justice and the legal system 

such as ordeals, ‘murdrum’; inheritance; the Domesday Book. • Economic and social 

changes and their consequences: Anglo-Saxon and Norman life, including towns, villages, 

buildings, work, food, roles and seasonal life; Forest law. 

 Part three: The Norman Church and monasticism 

 • The Church: the Anglo-Saxon Church before 1066; Archbishop Lanfranc and reform of the 

English Church, including the building of churches and cathedrals; Church organisation and 

courts; Church-state relations; William II and the Church; the wealth of the Church; relations 

with the Papacy; the Investiture Controversy. • Monasticism: the Norman reforms, including 

the building of abbeys and monasteries; monastic life; learning; schools and education; Latin 

usage and the vernacular.  

Part four: The historic environment of Norman England- specific study of a significant site 

The chosen site will change each year 

2018 Durham Cathedral 

2019 Pevensey Castle 


