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	Characteristics
Playing and Exploring
· Showing curiosity about objects, events, and people
· Engaging in open-ended activity
· Showing particular interests
· Pretending objects are things from their experience
· Representing their experiences in play
· Taking on a role in their play
· Acting out experiences with other people.
Active Learning
· Showing a deep drive to know more about people and their world
· Showing high levels of involvement, energy, fascination
· Paying attention to details.
Creating and Thinking Critically
· Making links and noticing patterns in their experience
· Developing ideas of grouping, sequences, cause and effect.


	
	Birth to 5 Matters Ranges for History (Understanding the World)

	
	Range 3 (approx. 16–26 months)
· Begin to notice differences in people and routines
· Show curiosity about objects and events in their immediate environment
· Start to recognize familiar people and talk about past experiences (e.g., “Grandma came yesterday”) 
Range 4 (approx. 22–36 months)
· Talk about significant events in their own life (birthdays, family outings)
· Begin to understand the concept of “before” and “after” in simple terms
· Enjoy looking at family photos and recalling shared experiences 
Range 5 (Nursery/Reception)
· Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them
· Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines
· Remembers and talks about significant events in their own experience
· Recognises and describes special times or events for family or friends
· Shows interest in different occupations and ways of life indoors and outdoors
· Knows some of the things that make them unique, and can talk about similarities and differences in relation to friends or family 
Range 6 (Reception)
· Talks about past and present events in their own life and in the lives of family members
· Knows that other children do not always enjoy the same things, and is sensitive to this
· Knows about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities, cultures, and traditions


	
	Links to Communication & Language and Mathematics
· Range 3 C&L: Beginning to talk about people and things that are not present
· Range 3 UtW: Interested in photographs of themselves and familiar people
· Range 3 Maths: Associates a sequence of actions with daily routines; beginning to understand that things might happen now or at another time
· Range 4 C&L: Understands ‘who’, ‘what’, ‘where’ in simple questions; uses a variety of questions
· Range 4 UtW: Has a sense of own immediate family and relations
· Range 4 Maths: Beginning to understand some talk about immediate past and future.

	
	Reception ELG (Past and Present)

	
	· Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society
· Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now
· Understand the past through settings, characters, and events encountered in books and storytelling


	
	What History Looks like in Reception.
	By the End of Reception, a Child at the Expected Level of Development Will Know. 

	
	Children will develop an understanding of history through a variety of engaging activities that focusing on children’s own past. Children will begin by talking about their daily and weekly routines, recognising the sequences that form their lives. Children are encouraged to sequence events from their favourite stories, using language related to sequencing and the passing of time.
Discussions about the lives of family members will foster an appreciation for personal history, while recounting memories of special celebrations will enhance their narrative skills. As children observe changes in the seasons, children will show an interest in how things evolve over time, leading into exploring objects or photographs from the past.
Utilising books and technology, they will find information about previous eras, while also reflecting on their own growth since being babies. Role-playing events, drawing, and writing about significant occasions will further anchor their understanding of history. We will support explorations of their interests, such as dinosaurs, and encourage inquiries about historical events.
Lastly, children will investigate their local area as budding historians, asking questions and acting out events through imaginative play, thereby deepening their connection to history and their environment.
	At the end of Reception, children will have developed a foundational understanding of history that reflects their engagement with time, people, and storytelling. They will be able to talk about when events occurred, using language associated with the passage of time. This includes recognising terms such as "yesterday," "today," and "tomorrow," which helps them frame their understanding of different periods.
They will have practised sequencing events from familiar stories, through ordering pictures or retelling narratives in their own words. Children will be encouraged to share insights about their own families, fostering personal connections to historical concepts.
Additionally, they will begin to think critically about artefacts, considering how items might have been used in the past. This curiosity encourages a dialogue around the differences between past and present. Finally, children will display the ability to switch between discussing the present, past, and future, using appropriate language.


	
	Nursery Key Vocabulary
	Reception Key Vocabulary

	
	Time Concepts
Past, Now, Then, Old, New,  Long ago.
Family and People
Family, Parent, Grandparent, Baby, Change, Celebration, Home, Work 
Objects and Places
Toy, House, Clothes, Picture 

	General Historical Concepts
Past, Present, Future, Change, Same, Different
Time-Related Vocabulary
Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow, Day, Week, Month, Year, Long ago, Before, After
Family and Personal History
Family, Parent, Grandparent, Baby, Child, Adult, Birthday, Celebration
Everyday Life in the Past
Old, New, Toy, Game, Clothes, Home, Community and Local History, School, Home, Village, Town, Church
Significant Individuals and Events
King, Queen, Soldier, explorer, Objects, Photograph, Painting, Map, Museum
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