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BANKS ST. STEPHEN’S C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL

HOMEWORK POLICY

What is homework?

It is work the child is asked to do outside lesson time, either on their own or with parents and carers.

Aims
1. To help the child make good progress with work in school.

2. Family learning can help the child’s attitude to learning.

3. To help parents/carers to be involved in their child’s learning, enjoy learning experiences and understand what the child can and cannot do.

4. Give an opportunity for the child to talk one to one with parents/carers about what they are learning.

5. To develop an effective partnership between school and parents/carers to pursue the aims of the school.

6. To consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding, particularly in Literacy and Numeracy.

7. Exploit resources for learning, of all kinds, available in the home.

8. Extend school learning by additional reading, learning number facts etc.

9. To develop in older pupils, the confidence and self-discipline to study on their own and prepare them for High School.

How much?

Our approach to homework varies throughout the school, according to the age of the child.  As the children get older we increase the amount of homework and the variety.  The amount of time spent on homework, however, is much less important than the quality of tasks set.

	Reception


	Reading – Approximately 10 minutes per night
Some of the tasks below as and when appropriate:

Pre-Reading Games

Handwriting

Numeracy Activity

	Year 1


	Reading – Approximately 10 minutes per night
Spellings – building up to 1 set a week

Numeracy Activity / Number Bonds on a weekly basis

	Year 2


	Reading – Approximately 10 minutes per night
Spellings – building up to 1 set a week

Numeracy Activity / Number Bonds on a weekly basis


N.B.:

i. At the “Meet the Teacher” Evening held in the Autumn term, parents are informed about the school’s approaches to both homework and reading and the value we place on their support.
ii. All children have a Reading Record Book and parents are requested to sign and/or comment on a daily basis
We would expect Infant children to spend no more than 20 minutes quality time on their homework per night.  This would include Reading, parent/child discussion about the Reading book, Reading games, Maths games etc.

	Years 3/4
	Reading – about 10 minutes per night

Tables/Number Facts weekly

Spellings – 1 set per week

*Maths/English alternating weekly (which can include book reviews)

Other homework e.g. research, as appropriate instead of one of the above

	Year 5/6
	Reading – about 15 minutes per night

Tables/Number Facts weekly

Spellings – 1 set per week

* English weekly (which can include book reviews)

* Maths weekly

Other homework e.g. research, as appropriate instead of one of the above


* These Homeworks will be set on a Friday and must be returned by the following Wednesday (it can be earlier if the child has finished it!).  This period has been determined to take into account busy weekends, illnesses etc and should also not prevent children from participating in activities after school such as sports, music etc.  At Key Stage 2 parents are asked to sign the child’s reading record daily.  Advice on skill development at different levels will be attached to Reading Record Books as appropriate.  All homework is regularly marked and children receive a verbal or written comment.

Part of our work is to help to prepare the children for a smooth transition to High School, where the rigours of a homework programme increase. Homework will be kept in exercise books or folders in the classroom.  Parents will have access to these on Parents’ Evenings and by mutual consent of the teacher.

If a child does not hand in homework, without a notification from Parents, a letter is available in each class to make Parents aware that the homework has not been completed.

Environment for homework

1. Provide a reasonably peaceful, suitable place in which the child can do their homework, preferably on a desk or table, where the TV is switched off.

2. With younger children it is beneficial if it is done with an adult.

3. Make it clear to the child the value of homework.

4. Always encourage and praise the child’s effort and work.

Special educational needs

Children with special educational needs need the right type and amount of homework which is not easy but they should do as much in common with other children as possible.  All homework will be differentiated according to ability.
Monitoring and evaluating the policy

Samples of homework will be evaluated from time to time and a staff meeting will be held annually to assess the success of homework and the policy will be updated biannually or sooner if required.

Conclusion
A successful policy depends on a good dialogue with parents/carers starting in Reception, where methods in reading are introduced.  A dialogue between school, parents and carers is fostered further by the home/school Reading Record Book.  Regular bulletins will be sent to parents/carers in the form of class topic letters informing them of areas to be studied.  

In order for homework to be effective:

1. Good differentiated planning is needed,

2. Learning must complement classroom work.

3. Parents need to be involved in the learning.

4. It must allow for feedback and setting of learning targets.

5. A good supply of resources is needed including ‘banks’ of homework tasks.

                Banks St Stephen's CE Primary School

                                  Policy reviews

We are aware of the need to review our school’s policies regularly so that we can take account of: new initiatives, changes in the curriculum, developments in technology etc.

This policy was reviewed in January 2019
and will be reviewed in January 2021
