
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barlaston CE (VC) First 
School  

‘Let your light shine’  

Matthew 5:16  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Pack 
 Spring Term - Reception  
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Introduction 

During each half term the staff and children explore big questions across each 
area of the curriculum. This is to provide the children with the knowledge and 
skills to answer the big question(s) and create a strong foundation of knowledge 
and skills to apply and develop as they progress through school.  

They will explore each area with both adult led, and child initiated activities and 
challenges to help them flourish and showcase their true capabilities. For children 
who are finding a particular area challenging, timely interventions will be put in 
place and close monitoring will be completed to support each child. 

Another key focus within the curriculum is the exposure and use of key 
vocabulary, this will be used and taught to the children during the year and we 
will encourage them to use this during their provision and in other contexts.  

Each big question is linked to the progression of knowledge and skills within the 
national curriculum, school progression plans and the early learning goals. The 
‘Early Years Progression overview’ can be found on the ‘Early Years’ area of the 
website, this illustrates where each big question is linked to the 17 ELGs. 

At Barlaston we use class floor books to collect ideas and photographs for the 
children to revisit and look at during the year these are then passed up to their 
new class to help refresh their memory of subject knowledge and provide a strong 
familiar starting point for them to further develop their learning.   

 

Key  

UTW – Understanding the World  

PSED – Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

PD – Physical Development 

EAD – Expressive Arts and Design 

STEM – Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths 
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Literacy (English) 
Topics covered: 
To be able to sequence key events and begin to 
explain the key events using a range of key 
vocabulary/ phases and vocabulary from the 
story.  

To be able to use recently introduced vocabulary 
accurately during child choice learning.  

To be able to discuss their favourite book or 
story. 
 
To be able to show GPCs (including digraphs) for 
phase 2 graphemes. 

To be able to read words containing two or more 
digraphs. 

To read longer words (simple plurals) 

To begin to read simple sentences containing 
phase 3 sounds. 
 
To write some tricky words correctly. 

To write extended captions independently.  

To write a simple sentence, sometimes using a 
capital letter and a full stop. 

Begin to re-read what they have written. 

To continue to develop writing compound words.  

To begin to form capital letters correctly. 

Begin to write in different styles. 
 
 
Books 
Dear Zoo 
Animals Talk Too  
 
 
Comprehension 
Word reading  
Writing 

Literacy (English) 
Topics covered: 
To be able to sequence key events and begin to 
explain the key events using a range of key 
vocabulary/ phases (Once upon a time, suddenly, 
and that was the end of…)   
 
To be able to use introduced vocabulary during 
child choice learning.   
 
To be able to show GPCs (including digraphs) for 
phase 3 graphemes and tricky words. 
To read phrases.  
 
To read simple sentences containing phase 2 
sounds. 
 
To accurately write CVC words. 
 
To begin to write some tricky words correctly. 
To write extended captions with increasing 
accuracy.  
 
To begin to write compound words. 
 
To begin to write a simple sentence.  
 
Begin to discuss writing in different styles, e.g 
list, wanted poster etc. 
 

 
 
 
Books 
Jack and the Beanstalk 
The Gingerbread Man 
Little Red Riding Hood 
Attacking a Norman Castle 

 
Comprehension 
Word reading  
Writing 

**Communication and Language** 

Spring 1 (Jan-Feb)  Spring 2 (Feb-March)  
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Maths (Maths) 
Topics covered: 
 
 
To be able to orally count to 20 accurately and 
consistently 
 
To be able to subitise within 5  
 
To continue to match numerals to quantities 
within 5. 
 
To be able count – focus on ordinality  
 
To continue to explore one more  
 
To focus on the number 5 
 
To focus on numbers 6 and 7 
 
To explore quantities and describe them using 
more than, fewer than or equal to. 
 
To further explore mass and capacity using 
language such as heavy light, nearly full and 
empty.  

Maths (Maths) 
Topics covered: 
To be able to orally count beyond 20 accurately. 
 
To understand and explore staircase pattern of 
numbers 
 
To be able to order numbers to 8 
 
To use  the language of less than 
 
To focus on the number 7 
 
To explore doubles. 
 
To further explore the concept of length and 
height using language such as tallest, shortest, 
longest shortest.   
 
To explore a range of 3D shapes and describe 
their properties.  
 
Further explore patterns.  
  
To further explore the concept of time using 
language such as morning, afternoon.  
 

**Communication and Language** 

Spring 1 (Jan-Feb)  Spring 2 (Feb-March)  
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PSED (PHSE) 

Big question: 
What makes a good friend? 

Why is friendship important? 
Key Vocabulary: 

Kindness, Trust, Include, Important, Helpful 
 

**Communication and Language** 

Spring 2 (Jan-Feb)  Spring 2 (Feb-March)  

UTW (Science) 
Big question:  
What material is best for building a castle? 
 
Key Vocabulary:  
Best, Worst, Strong, Weak 

UTW (Science) 
Big question:  
What are the different types and names of 
animals? 
 
Key Vocabulary:  
Birds, Insects, Wild, Pets 

UTW (Geography) 
Big question:  
Can I name the different types of 
environments? 
 
Key Vocabulary:  
Aquatic, Forest, Mountainous, Desert  
 

UTW (Geography) 
Big question:  
Are Barlaston and the Bahamas the same? 
 
Key Vocabulary:  
Tropical, Humid, Island, Urban  

UTW (History) 

Big question:  
Why is the King important to us? 
 
Key Vocabulary:  
Royal family, Buckingham Palace, Sceptre 

UTW (History) 

Big question:  
How is David Attenborough significant? 
How does his work help to save animals? 
Key Vocabulary:  
Conservation, Extinct, Significant 
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UTW (RE) 

Big question:  
Why is the story of the good Samaritan 
important? 
Key Vocabulary:  
Neighbour, Respect, Love, Preacher 

UTW (RE) 

Big question:  
What are the key events of the Easter 
story? 
Why is the cross important to Christians? 
Key Vocabulary:  
Disciples, Tomb, Resurrected  

EAD (Art) 

Big question: 
What can I use to create a 3D piece of art? 

 

Key Vocabulary: 
3D, Moulding, Carving, Joining 

PD (PE) - Gymnastics 

Big question: 
What different types of travelling are there? 

What different types of jumps are there? 
What different types of balances are there? 

Key Vocabulary: 
Travelling, Balancing, Jumping 

 

EAD (Music) 
Big question: 

Can I use different instruments to represent characters? 
Can I listen to and move to different types of music? 

Key Vocabulary: 
Tempo, Musical Story, Rhythm 

 
Hands, Body, Voice, Instruments 

EAD (STEM)  

Big question: 
Can you design a scarecrow? 

What are the features of a scarecrow? 

Key Vocabulary: 
Design, Features, Collaborate 


