
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barlaston CE (VC) First 
School  

‘Let your light shine’  

Matthew 5:16  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Pack 
 Spring Term-Nursery  



Introduction 

During each half term the staff and children explore big questions across each 
area of the curriculum. This is to provide the children with the knowledge and 
skills to answer the big question(s) and create a strong foundation of knowledge 
and skills to apply and develop as they progress through school.  

They will explore each area with both adult led, and child initiated activities and 
challenges to help them flourish and showcase their true capabilities. For children 
who are finding a particular area challenging, timely interventions will be put in 
place and close monitoring will be completed to support each child. 

Another key focus within the curriculum is the exposure and use of key 
vocabulary, this will be used and taught to the children during the year and we 
will encourage them to use this during their provision and in other contexts.  

Each big question is linked to the progression of knowledge and skills within the 
national curriculum, school progression plans and the early learning goals. The 
‘Early Years Progression overview’ can be found on the ‘Early Years’ area of the 
website, this illustrates where each big question is linked to the 17 ELGs. 

At Barlaston we use class floor books to collect ideas and photographs for the 
children to revisit and look at during the year these are then passed up to their 
new class to help refresh their memory of subject knowledge and provide a strong 
familiar starting point for them to further develop their learning.   

 

Key  

UTW – Understanding the World  

PSED – Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

PD – Physical Development 

EAD – Expressive Arts and Design 

STEM – Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths 

  



  

Maths (Maths) 
Topics covered: 
Recap numbers 0-3 
Introduce 4-5 
Oral counting  
Subitising  and composition 
Weight  
Circles and triangles 
 
Key Vocabulary:  
Circle, Triangle, Pond Zero, King One, 
Tommy Two, Thelma Three, Freddie Four 
 

Maths (Maths) 
Topics covered: 
Oral counting Introduce 5 -6 
Subitising and composition 
4 sided shapes  
Time  
 
Key Vocabulary:  
Fiona Five, Rectangle, Square, side, edge, 
point, morning, afternoon, clock. 

Literacy (English) 
Topics covered: 
To understand the names of different parts 
of a story. 
To answer simple questions about books. 
To engage in a short discussion about 
stories.  
To use vocabulary specific for sequencing 
stories (start, middle and end) accurately   
To be able to identify initial sounds of 
words and names of objects.  
To be able to articulate sounds correctly – 
including playing with voice sounds. 
To be able to blend a wider range of words 
using oral blending. 
Always puts meanings to the marks they 
make with increased accuracy. 
To be able to copy their name 
Key Vocabulary:  
Start, Middle, End, Blurb, Spine, Cover, 
Page, Words. 
 

Literacy (English) 
Topics covered: 
To answer simple questions about stories. 
To begin to use vocabulary such as start, 
middle and end. 
To be able to identify initial sounds of 
words and names of objects.  
To be able to distinguish different sounds. 
To be able to blend a wider range of CVC 
words using oral blending. 
Always puts meanings to the marks they 
make 
To trace all letters in their name. 
Key Vocabulary:  
Start, Middle, End, Blurb, Spine, Cover, 
Page, Words. 
 
 

**Communication and Language** 

Spring 1 (Jan-Feb)  Spring 2 (Feb-March)  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

PSED (PHSE) 

Big question: 
Who is special in my life?  
  
Key Vocabulary:  
Family, Friends, Teachers. 
 

**Communication and Language** 

Spring 1 (Jan-Feb)  Spring 2 (Feb-March)  

PSED (PHSE) 

Big question:  
What is different about me and my friends?   
What is the same about me and my friends? 
Key Vocabulary:  
Same, Different, Interests. 

UTW (Science) 
Big question:  
What materials can I use to build things?   
Why do we have snow in winter?   
Key Vocabulary:  
Paper, Bricks, Wood, Winter, Snow, Wind, 
Ice, Cold, Frost. 

UTW (Science) 
Big question:  
What makes animals special?   
How do I care for animals?   
Key Vocabulary:  
Care, Feelings, Food, Water, Warmth. 

UTW (Geography) 
Big question:  
What will I pack in my suitcase?   
Key Vocabulary:  
Clothes, Toothbrush, Sun cream, Sunglasses, 
Costume 
Coat, Hat, Scarf, Gloves. Socks. 

UTW (Geography) 
Big question:  
What makes places different?   
Key Vocabulary:  
Hot, Cold, Big, Small. 

UTW (History) 

Big question:  
Who is the current King or Queen?    
Key Vocabulary:  
King. Charles, Buckingham Palace, Rules. 

UTW (History) 

Big question:  
Who is David Attenborough? 
Key Vocabulary:  
Animals, Explore, Care. 

UTW (RE) 

Big question:  
What happens in the story of the good 
Samaritan?   
Key Vocabulary:  
Samaritan, Care, Jesus, Kind. 

UTW (RE) 

Big question:  
Which important person died at Easter?   
Key Vocabulary:  
Jesus, Easter, Cross. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EAD (Art) 

Big question:  
What do I need to do to create a sun 
catcher?   
Key Vocabulary:  
Sun, string, plastic, flowers, leaves, light. 

EAD (Art) 
Big question:  
What piece of spring artwork can I create?   
Key Vocabulary:  
Spring, season, glue, stick. 

PD (PE) 

Children will develop their physical 
development through the provision 
available. 

PD (PE) 

Children will develop their physical 
development through the provision 
available. 

EAD (Music) 
Big question:  
What different ways are there of making 
sounds?  
Key Vocabulary:  
 
Hands, Body, Voice, Instruments. 

EAD (Music) 
Big question:  
What different ways are there of making 
sounds?  
Key Vocabulary:  
 
Hands, Body, Voice, Instruments. 
 



 

 

 

 


