[bookmark: _Toc400361362][bookmark: _Toc443397153][bookmark: _Toc357771638][bookmark: _Toc346793416][bookmark: _Toc328122777][bookmark: _Toc338167830][bookmark: _Toc361136403][bookmark: _Toc364235708][bookmark: _Toc364235752][bookmark: _Toc364235834][bookmark: _Toc364840099][bookmark: _Toc364864309][bookmark: _Toc400361364][bookmark: _Toc443397154]Music development plan summary:
Belfield Community School
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2025 - 2026

	Date this summary was published
	September 2026

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	September 2027

	Name of the school music lead
	Suzanne Lloyd/ Rose Potts/Scarlett Weston

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	Chris Gibson

	Name of local music hub 
	Rochdale Music Service

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	NA



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	Our school music curriculum offer and vision for music at Belfield can both be found at https://belfield.rochdale.sch.uk/curriculum
Music is taught on a weekly basis (45 minutes in KS1 and 60 minutes in KS2) throughout the school, and all children, including those with SEND, have full access to the curriculum at a level appropriate to their age and ability.
We have chosen Charanga as our music scheme as it is aligned with the National Curriculum for Music, the non-statutory Model Music Curriculum (MMC) Guidance published by the DfE in 2021 and, most importantly, meets the needs of our children.
The Charanga Scheme follows a spiral approach to musical learning, with children revisiting, building and extending their knowledge and skills incrementally. In this way, learning is consolidated and augmented, increasing musical confidence and enabling our pupils to aspire further. Most importantly, teaching can be adapted to respond to the individual strengths and needs of all our children. The scheme provides clearly sequenced units and lessons with week-by-week support for each year group. There are lesson plans, assessment documentation, a clear learning progression, as well as engaging and exciting songs and resources to support every lesson. Key learning and outcomes are achieved via engagement with a diverse and challenging selection of music and ongoing opportunities to perform, compose and listen - vocal performance is a particular focus and this supports the goals of our school specific Singing Strategy.
Year 5 and 6 children have their curriculum music delivered by a highly experienced level 3 teaching assistant who has achieved a Bachelor of Arts with Music Education. 
In addition, Rochdale Music Service come into school to provide extra lessons as part of our curriculum offer – currently all of our Year 6 children successfully take part in an instrumental based whole class project which runs in the Summer term.
As part of our aspiration to provide music education for all our pupils, we are thrilled that one of our pupils has been awarded instrumental tuition through the Amber Trust – a charity who provide financial grants to individual children who are blind or partially sighted.
Music is part of each and every day at Belfield Community School - songs from the Sing Up song bank are used in history and maths lessons to reinforce learning in a fun and engaging way, songs are also taught in literacy lessons to encourage and extend learning and our annual Poetry Week gives ample opportunity for cross-curricular links and sees the children performing on percussion instruments to accompany poems. 
Even the curriculum of our youngest children in Nursery and Reception is embedded in music where it is used as an integral tool to help promote and develop learning in all areas, particularly those of communication and language, physical development and expressive arts and design, but also as a scaffold for foundation learning in mathematics and phonics through the daily use of nursery rhymes and action songs (World Nursery Rhyme Week is a favourite annual event with our children!) Furthermore, music nurtures the well-being of our youngest learners and helps them to find their voice and place in their new school community.


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time.
	Outside of lesson time, children at Belfield Community School are offered the opportunity to join various music-based clubs. We have a thriving musical drama club, a choir and a dance club that run throughout the year providing opportunities for all year groups at various points.
Tutors from Rochdale Music Service also run an instrumental after-school club which is open to all children in certain year groups (this is free to pupils as we believe that all of our children should have the opportunity to learn how to play a musical instrument). 
All key stages take part in a half-termly singing assembly and we come together as a whole school community to sing and celebrate key festivals such as Harvest, Christmas, Eid and Easter, as well as to mark important events in the school year such as the Year 6 end of year production and Leaver’s Assembly. We also hold singing events with direct parent involvement such as the Nursery Christmas Sing-a-Long.


Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	As previously mentioned, music is embedded in many of our celebrations in school and helps unite us as we share the joy of music and develop our musical learning in a well-rounded way.
Additional musical experiences for our children include – 
· Productions by the M6 Theatre
· Annual pantomime performances from outside agencies
· Rochdale Music Service instrumental demonstrations
· Members of school staff performing on their own musical instruments
We have strong ties with Rochdale Music Service and are part of the Connect group of schools, with children taking part in projects and music events such as the Connect song festival and the Connect instrumental workshop. We are also involved in collaborations between Rochdale Music Service and the Royal Opera House, having recently proudly taken part in a production of Hansel and Gretel! 
Our music leads also attend regular network meetings and training with both the Connect network of schools and Rochdale Music Service. We also host termly EYFS music clusters which are run by an early years specialist from Rochdale Music Service.


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	Our aim is to continue to expand and enhance our offer in music by creating and developing -
· Further opportunities for our children to hear and experience live music.
· Further opportunities for our children to perform and have their music heard.
· Further opportunities for our children to take part in a wider range of concerts and festivals outside of school.



