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	TERM DATES FOR 2018/2019 –

SUMMER 2018                                                                     WED 5 SEPTEMBER 2018
AUTUMN HALF-TERM        FRID 19 OCTOBER 2018           MONDAY 29 OCTOBER 2018
CHRISTMAS 2018              FRID 21 DECEMBER 2018         MONDAY 7 JANUARY 2019
SPRING HALF TERM           FRID 15 FEBRUARY 2019         MONDAY 25 FEBRUARY 2019
EASTER 2019                      FRID 5 APRIL 2019                  TUESDAY 23 APRIL 2019
MAY DAY                             FRID 3 MAY 2019                    TUESDAY 7 MAY 2019
SUMMER HALF-TERM        FRIDAY 24 MAY 2019               MONDAY 3 JUNE 2019
TEACHER TRAIN DAYS     FRIDAY 5 JULY 2019                MONDAY  8 JULY 2019
SUMMER 2019                    FRIDAY 19 JULY 2019                                                            




	Thank you to all parents and carers who have supported us last year. The money raised helped towards the Friends of Belfield pay for transport for trips, workshops, year 6 leavers t-shirts and the Christmas pantomime. After half term we will be having a film night, details to follow. Without your involvement, Friends of Belfield would not be able to move forward. Thank you for your support.

Have you got any free time? Would you like to be involved with “The Friends of Belfield”?

Our FOB is about much more than simply fundraising. The FOB exists to provide closer links between home and school and it is an excellent way to bring staff, parents and friends together socially in support of the school, working towards a common goal. It is fun too – just ask any of the Committee members or FOB helpers. Obviously, as in any organisation, we have experienced some challenges but with the continued support of parents and staff, our FOB has always succeeded in its efforts.  
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If you would like to get involved, either speak to your child’s class teacher or 

call in at the school office for more details.   We need new members.
 Please do get in touch.                         




	FORTH COMING EVENTS

Monday 22nd October – Friday 26th October – school closed for half term
Thursday 1st November – Flu Nasal Vaccinations for Reception to Year 5
Monday 5th November – Parents Evening 3.00pm – 6.30pm

Tuesday 6th November – Parents Evening 3.00pm – 6.30pm
Tuesday 27th November – School Photographer, Individual photographs
Monday 17th December – Whole School Pantomime ‘Puss in Boots’
Tuesday 18th December – Christmas Dinner
Thursday 20th December – Class Christmas Parties
Friday 21st December – School closes for Christmas Holidays
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HARVEST
On Friday 19th October we celebrated Harvest Festival where we learned the importance of being grateful for the food we eat and also recognising the hard work the farmers do to harvest the crops every year. Many thanks for all the kind food donations that were brought into school. Rochdale Food Bank came and collected these and was overwhelmed with your generosity.
Thank you once again.
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TEXT SERVICE

We will be reminding parents of our up and coming events etc by text so please make sure the office has your recent mobile number. If you are not registered with school for the texting service, please call into the school office and give your details. We also have the facility to now e-mail parents so if you have an e-mail address please provide this. It is extremely important that school can notify you by text or e-mail, not only for events but in case of an emergency. Many thanks.


	PARENTS EVENING

After the half term break you will be receiving a link by text/e-mail for you to access the booking system regarding the online appointment system for our Parents Evening for either Monday 5th or Tuesday 6th November. If you have any queries or do not receive a link via text, please contact the school office who will be able to help you. 
Thank you.


	YEAR 7 SECONDARY PLACES SEPTEMBER 2019
Just a reminder to the parents/carers of children in Year 6 that secondary school application forms should be completed and returned to the Pupil Admissions department at Rochdale Council by

Wednesday 31st October. Applications can also be completed online by visiting www.rochdale.gov.uk/schooladmissions 



	RECEPTION PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACES
You can now apply for your child’s Reception place for September 2019. Apply at www.rochdale.gov.uk/schooladmissions  or call into No 1 Riverside for more information. The closing date for applications is Tuesday 15th January 2019.
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FREE SCHOOL MEALS

As you may be aware all children in reception, year 1 and year 2 who currently pay for school dinners or bring a packed lunch from home are entitled to a Universal Infant Free School Meal (UIFSM), irrespective of income and family circumstances. 

However, if you think you may be entitled to Free School Meals if you or your partner is receiving benefits, please call into the school office to fill in a form.  If your circumstances change in the future and you then receive benefits, you will need to apply for free school meals (FSM) in the usual way as the new arrangements do not take this into account.
The cost of a school dinner is still £10.50 per week (£2.10 per day) for all other children in Key Stage Two. All dinner money must be paid on Monday morning and if we receive no dinner money after two weeks your child will require a packed lunch or be sent home for dinners. Your debt will then be sent onto a debt collecting agency for payment and further costs could be accrued. Thank you.
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We would like to say a fond farewell and a big thank you to our long standing school  crossing patrol Josepha who has been keeping our children and parents safe for many years. We would like to wish her good luck as she starts her new job.



	[image: image9.jpg]


PARKING

Please be aware that parking outside school is putting the lives of our children at risk.

 Please DO NOT park on the yellow zig zag lines or opposite. The school grounds are for the use of staff only and should NOT be used for parents dropping off and collecting their children from school. Please be aware that staff do need to leave the school premises for meetings, training etc and blocking in/double parking can cause untold complications. The safety of our children is of the upmost importance so please put the children first and park away from school. Thankyou.



	[image: image10.wmf]ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY

A huge thank you to all parents who are sending their children into school on time.  If your child is absent from school please remember it is your duty to contact school and let us know the reason before 9.00am on the day.

“ Last year’s attendance was 94.7% which is lower than the last 3 years. Obviously this is a cause for concern. In 2017/18, 486 school days were lost due to families taking Extended Leave and 1600 school days were lost due to illness. For those children who are off school regularly, this will have a negative impact on their learning and progress. Please bring children into school whenever possible.”

A reminder that all late children must be signed in at the school office using the electronic system in the morning, and also at home time. If they are late 5 times we will be writing to you, any additional lates you will be required to attend a meeting in school. We will also be inviting you to attend a meeting if you are consistently late picking your child up.
Thank you.
There has been a sharp rise in the number of families taking children out of school for appointments. Please make dentist and doctors’ appointments after school or during the school holidays. Thank you.




	POLITE REMINDERS
· Will parents please remember that No Parking is allowed under any circumstances on the road outside the school gates. Hopefully you will have noticed the no parking signs. Cars should not come into school grounds when dropping off or picking up children.
· Dogs are not allowed on the school premises.
· Book Bags – please ensure your child brings their bag to school everyday.
· Water Bottles – We encourage all our children to bring fresh water bottles every day (sorry no juice)

· Please ensure all uniform is clearly marked with your child’s name.

· Healthy Packed Lunches – NO JUICE, FLAVOURED WATER & CHOCOLATE BARS, THANKYOU. 
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School will close for the October Half Term on Friday 19th October at 3.00pm and will re-open on Monday 29th  October at 8.45am.

If you have any queries or concerns, please do speak to your child’s teacher or the school office.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO YOU ALL












































Dear Parents/Carers





What a busy half term. The children have settled in well and are working hard. Don’t forget school is only part of the picture. The work you do at home, reading with your children, helping them with homework and talking to them about school is what really makes the difference.





Great events this half term, Harvest, football matches, fire safety trip, Touchstones and Robinwood with year six was fantastic. It really is a great experience for the children. Thank you to everyone who has already paid in full. Please keep your contributions coming in, as without your contribution the trip would not be able to go ahead.





A big thanks to all mums and dads & carers for all you do to support the children. Can I ask you one more favour, keep reminding the children of our Behaviour for Learning rules:-


Be a proud & successful learner


Be kind and considerate


Be safe and aware


These will also help you to keep your child happy & safe at home and don’t forget to practice those timestables and get the children reading.


Enjoy the half term break and see you after the holidays.


Make sure you are here on time 8.45am, every second counts.





Mrs Farrell


Head Teacher
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