
 

Brindle Gregson Lane Primary School Marking Policy  

 

 
Working together to welcome, nurture and inspire our children to follow their dreams 

and to enjoy a happy, successful future. 
 
 
We believe marking should provide constructive feedback to every child, focussing 
on success and improvement against learning objectives. Marking should help 
children to become reflective learners and give them an understanding of how to 
improve. 
 
Through effective feedback, children will be able to assess their own progress and 
understand how to improve.  The marking of children’s work is therefore an important 
part of assessment.  This policy sets out how staff at Brindle Gregson Lane Primary 
School intends to ensure marking is an integral part of our assessment procedures.  
The policy has been drawn up following discussion with both staff and pupils. 
 
Aims 
 
Marking should: 
 
• Relate to learning objectives taught during the lesson. 
• Give children recognition and appropriate praise for the success of their work. 
• Encourage children, by demonstrating the value of their work, thought and effort 
• Give children clear strategies on how they can improve their work 
• Be in an age appropriate form that children can understand 
• Use consistent codes throughout the school 
• Measure progress against children’s targets 
• Provide a tool for teacher assessment – diagnostic, formative or summative 
• Help the teacher to evaluate teaching and inform future planning 
• Be manageable for teachers 
 
Through these discussions it was agreed that marking should: - 
 

 Provide motivation to improve and aim high 
 Be positive and use short words and phrases that children are used to 

(agreed bank of phrases) 
 Identify how well a child has done in relation to the agreed objective (use of 

smiley faces to indicate progress made towards objective) 
 Communicate success and where appropriate identify next steps to learning 

(use of coloured pens – green for great, red for next steps and blue for general 
comments). 

  Allow children to self or peer mark  
 Be manageable 

 
Marking procedures 
 

 As far as possible, marking will be done daily (before a child accesses the 
book/work again) 
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 Teachers will use feedback from marking to inform future targets and          
      Planning (annotations to be made on planning) 

 Wherever possible, marking will be related to a clear learning objective, which          
     has been shared with children (use of smiley faces) 

 Incorrect spellings or punctuation errors may not always be corrected 
(maximum of 3 spellings to be identified for correction – spelling mistake to be 
indicated through abbreviation ‘sp’ above the misspelt word – teacher to write 
correct spelling in the margin and children to practise through LSCWC.   

 Good presentation is expected and may be marked. 
 Marking will celebrate success whenever possible in order to raise self  

     esteem and encourage all children to work to their full potential. 
 As a minimum every piece of work will have some indication that it has been   

     checked (use of smiley faces) 
 Stickers and stamps can be used to celebrate progress, achievement and  

      effort. 
 Children should have opportunity to reflect on teachers marking comments 

and have time to improve marked work (Fix It Time). 
 Teachers to indicate area for children to improve through a ring around a 

particular section, a question mark or ‘^’ to show that there is something 
missing in the sentence.   

 Children to show that they have read comments made by teachers by 
signing/initialling. 

 Children should self-assess at the end of each session (use of Smiley faces). 
 Children to indicate whether they have worked independently, guided or with 

a partner at the end of each session.  
 
 
      

Independent Work I 

Guided Work G 

Partner Work P 

 
 
This policy will be monitored by the Headteacher and reviewed October 2017 


