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Rationale
In line with National Curriculum requirements, at Birdsedge First School children are encouraged to
establish good homework habits from the beginning of their school life.

eHomework is set regularly as a means of reinforcing and extending learning

e Homework is differentiated to meet the needs of individual pupils

« Homework should be easily understood by pupils and parents and manageable for families.

Definition

Homework is defined as work set by the teacher to be done at home, either by the child alone or with the
support of an older sibling, parent or carer. The main focus of homework will be numeracy and literacy, with
occasional tasks to extend and enhance learning across the curriculum.

Entitlement
All children are entitled to have homework set by their teacher, which is matched to their ability and needs.
Parents are entitled to share in the learning of their child.

Aims

At Birdsedge First School we appreciate how important the links between home and school are, and the
need for us to work together to ensure a good education for all children. It is for this reason that we believe
that it is important that children have homework set that will support learning within the classroom.
Homework will be carefully planned to extend learning, enhance and reinforce skills and understanding,
and allow children to consolidate and improve their skills further. We are always mindful though that this is
balanced with the work being manageable, purposeful and an enhancement not an added pressure.

Through the provision of a variety of activities and approaches to homework we aim to:

e raise standards in all curriculum areas but particularly Y
basic skills in Maths and English
e Create a sound partnership between parents and lr se g e
teachers with regard to children’s learning

« consolidate/reinforce pupils’ skills, knowledge and F‘H-St SChOOl

understanding of work covered in class
e improve pupils’ attitudes to learning and independent Better
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We aim to make homework as inclusive and achievable as possible for all and have decided on an
approach that we hope will bring regular and ongoing activities and learning to do at home without the
pressure of all families needing to do the same, in the same way each week.

We know that all families are different and situations are different and have developed this approach with
the view that families can adapt and make suite to their own routines, situations and needs.

Children will be given homework cards each half term as follows:

~

Regular practice of times tables
using TT Rockstars will have a huge
impact on your child’s number
fluency.

Mathematics

Daily reading aloud to an adult from
your child’s school reading book has
a huge impact on fluency.

Check your child’s book bag every
Monday for their spellings for the
week.

Sharing and enjoying stories
together is just as important too!

Regular practise and recap in any
way that suits you will all help ©

Practicing straight forward
arithmetic using numbers up to....in
{aytc day life can all help.

_/

g .
Retrieval

Use your child’s retrieval cards to practice, discuss and rehearse key concepts children need to know as often as you
can.

kS

knowledge taught in the different curriculum areas at home.

Mathewmatics Reading \ Spelling \
Week 1 Week 1 Week 1
Week 2 Week 2 Week 2
Week 3 Week 3 Week 3
Week 4 Week 4 Week 4
Week 5 Week § Week 5
\Week 6 Week 6 / Week 6 /
( : N
Week 1 Retrieval Week 4
Week 2 Week 5
Week 3 Week 6
- J
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7 Research Your House Country and present
S

A€ what you find in any way you choose!

can You ﬁvwiou.t about the climate in the country? Do You kenow
where to find it on a map?

Can You research some animals that Live in the country?

Do You know what the capital of the country is? Do You know what food is
eaten in the country?

can You find out any interesting customs or traditions in the country?

Researeh in any way that works for you...watch a video clip, read a book. research photographs, find a travel guide...and
present what you learn in anyy method...a poster, leaflet, powerpoind, record & video, malee @ booklet

Every child will be set a ongoing
Homework card each half term.

On here teachers will suggest
ongoing activities that can be done
at home each week that link and
enhance learning happening in
class and build on fluency in core
subject and concepts.

We are also developing this year
Retrieval cards for each subject
where children can rehears key

We know that motivation and reward
is important to support homework.
Each Homework card will come with
a half termly tracker for children to
record at home when they have
engaged in a homework activity that
week.

These are checked at the end of
each half term and children
rewarded accordingly.

A second Homework card will be set
each half term.

This is an optional, more practical
and project based activity focused on
finding out about wider curriculum
themes and topics the children are
studying.

Finished pieces will be displayed and
celebrated in school.



To ensure the outlined Homework System can happen easily at home, the school will provide the following
ongoing features to use at home.

¢ Individual Reading Books — all children will have an individual reading book that is pitched at their
current reading level to read at home. This does not have to be all at once and just a few pages
regularly though the week is encouraged. Children will have a reading record book that can be used
to record in when reading of this text has taken place at home.

e Love of reading Books — all classes have their own class library and children can choose a book
from here they want to take home to share or listen to purely for enjoyment.

o Spellings — weekly spellings will be set for all pupils to practice at home

e TT Rockstars — all children from Year 1 will have a log in for the TT Rockstars Programme which
builds fluency in number. Various challenges and competitions will be set throughout the year to
keep children motivated in this.

Children with SEND

We hope that the system has been designed in a way that makes homework and success in homework
achievable and accessible for all needs. A more open ended approach means parents can adapt what the
homework activities are so they are pitched at what is appropriate and achievable for all needs. However,
we will always work closely with families of those children with SEND and through SEND plan review
meetings adaptable or more focused tasks linked to individual targets will be suggested or set when
needed and where appropriate.
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