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physics

What is it?

Physics is a brilliantly varied subject which spans topics ranging 
from the huge cosmological scale right down to the tiny      
sub-atomic scale. By studying Physics you develop the ability 
to not only describe how everything around you works but to 
explain and predict it.

What will I study?

In Year 1, you will revisit forces and motion, electricity, waves 
and materials while also starting to explore new ideas such as 
quantum physics. 

In Year 2, study of topics including astrophysics, medical 
physics, nuclear and particle physics and many more.

Why choose Physics at BSFC?

Not only is the Physics department superbly equipped with 
the entire range of practical needs catered for by dedicated 
science technicians, but the teachers solely teach Physics A 
Level, making them specialists in their subjects and the best 
people to help you reach your full potential.

A Level Physics

Exam Board: OCR

How will I be assessed?

Exams at the end of Year 2 & a practical 
endorsement. 40% of exam marks available are based 
on mathematical assessment in the context of Physics.

How will Physics prepare me for the world of work?

You will leave the course with a range of skills including the 
ability to handle numbers confidently, approach problems 
logically, and work practically. These skills will be an asset if you 
undertake further study or employment in not only the sciences 
but also many other fields including: engineering, finance, 
architecture, medicine, computer science and maths.

Additional Entry Requirements

Grade 6 in Maths and either Grade 6 in Physics and two 
Grade 5s in Biology and Chemistry or two Grade 6s in 
Combined Science.

Entry Requirements

Five GCSEs including Maths and English Language: 
a minimum of three GCSEs at grade 4 and two 
GCSEs at Grade 5.
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politics
What is it?

We live in an era where politics is at the fore across 
the UK and indeed across the globe. From Brexit to the 
Trump administration to each country’s handling of 
COVID-19 - learn about the structures and systems that 
underpin how we operate as a nation.

What will I study?

UK politics including core political ideas of 
conservatism, liberalism and socialism; UK government 
including the constitution, Parliament and the Prime 
Minister; Comparative politics with the USA.

A Level Politics

Exam Board: Edexcel

How will I be assessed?

Exams at the end of Year 2.

How will Politics prepare me for the world of work?

Studying Politics will develop critical analytical skills and 
writing abilities and as such is very well respected by 
universities and employers alike as a rigorous subject.

Why choose Politics at BSFC?

Trips include visits to the Houses of Parliament in London, 
meeting MPs and seeing how they operate, and also 
conferences and lectures locally and nationally. Debate 
Club is popular with Politics students at the College and 
they annually take part in national competitions.

Entry Requirements

Five GCSEs including Maths and English Language: 
a minimum of three GCSEs at grade 4 and two 
GCSEs at Grade 5.
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psychology

A Level Psychology

Exam Board: AQA 

How will I be assessed?

Exams at the end of Year 2. 

What is it?

Psychologists have an interest in human behaviour and the 
methods used to investigate it. Ideal for those who are naturally 
curious about such things as obeying authority, the cause of 
phobias and criminal behaviour. It is a strongly data-led subject.

What will I study?

Topics studied include: Social influence; Memory; 
Psychopathology; Approaches in psychology; Biological 
psychology; Cognition and development; Schizophrenia; Forensic 
psychology; Issues and debates.

Why choose Psychology at BSFC?

The most popular choice of course for students at the College, 
you have the chance to get involved in various trips to London 
Zoo, conferences and special days within College such as Phobia 
Day where weird and wonderful wildlife is brought into College to 
help you learn about phobias in a visceral and hands-on way.

How will Psychology prepare me for the world of work?

Skills developed on the courses include oral & written 
communication, computer literacy, numeracy, problem-
solving and the ability to carry out independent research, and 
can underpin careers in educational psychology, therapy or 
occupational psychology, to name but a few.

Entry Requirements

Five GCSEs including Maths and English Language: 
a minimum of three GCSEs at grade 4 and two 
GCSEs at Grade 5.
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religious 
studies

What is it?

Develop an understanding of how religion fits into the 
wider world and how philosophy fits into history. You 
can challenge your own personal beliefs in a safe and 
philosophical manner, and enjoy discussing matters 
with your teacher and classmates.

What will I study?

Across the two years, you will focus on Christianity as a 
major world religion and important elements of beliefs. 
You will look at ethical theories such as natural moral 
law and also the philosophy of religion.

Why choose Religious Studies at BSFC?

RS lessons at the College encourage informed debate 
and philosphical discussion in class, which might well 
be very different to high school lessons as they take on 
a more university seminar-like feel where students are 
included in the process. A Level Religious Studies

Exam Board: AQA

How will I be assessed?

Exams at the end of Year 2.

How will Religious Studies prepare me for the world of 
work?

The ability to understand and interact with people and 
organisations from a vareity of religious and cultural 
traditions is highly valued, as is the skill to argue a case 
on the basis of evidence, which is central to progress 
in many careers.

Entry Requirements

Five GCSEs including Maths and English Language: 
a minimum of three GCSEs at grade 4 and two 
GCSEs at Grade 5.
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applied 
science

What is it?

Further your knowledge of the key concepts in the three 
sciences of Biology, Chemistry & Physics, while developing 
your skills using laboratory equipment and exploring 
fundamentals that underpin scientific investigation.

What will I study?

Topics covered in the courses include: Principles & 
applications of science; Practical scientific procedures; 
Scientific investigation skills; Human regulation & 
reproduction.

Why choose Applied Science at BSFC?

There is a large element of practical work and practical 
assessment as part of Applied Science which makes our 
specialist laboratories at College the ideal place to study 
the qualification. Our laboratory technicians always have 
some fun experiments to get involved in across the year too.

BTEC Applied Science

Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel

How will I be assessed?

A mixture of coursework and internally and externally set 
controlled assessments plus exams across the two years.

How will Applied Science prepare me for the world of work?

The large element of practical work will enhance your 
scientific skills, and having a basis in all three major science 
branches of Biology. Chemistry and Physics can provide a 
great route into science in higher education or industry.

Additional Entry Requirements

Grade 4 in a science subject.

Entry Requirements

Five GCSEs including Maths and English Language: 
a minimum of three GCSEs at grade 4 and two 
GCSEs at Grade 5.
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sociology
What is it?

Sociology explores your interest in understanding how 
the world around you works, exercises critical thinking 
and explores ideas from different viewpoints. Sociology 
students should be prepared to think about and discuss 
what can sometimes be sensitive and disturbing topics.

What will I study?

You will look at families & households including the 
relationship of the family to social structure, education 
and sociological methods, beliefs in society & ideology, 
and crime & deviance.

Why choose Sociology at BSFC?

Sociology is one of our most popular courses and not 
a course that is offered by all schools and colleges in 
the region. It works particularly well alongside some of 
our other subjects, such as Statistics and essay-based 
subjects which help you expand your understanding of 
the vibrant and relevant topics covered in Sociology.

How will Sociology prepare me for the world of work?

You will gain a range of very valuable skills, including 
how to work independently and with others, and how 
to find information, extract what is important from it and 
turn it into an argument. You will learn to think critically, 
to question common-sense assumptions and to solve 
problems. 

A Level Sociology

Exam Board: AQA

How will I be assessed?

Exams at the end of Year 2.

Entry Requirements

Five GCSEs including Maths and English Language: 
a minimum of three GCSEs at grade 4 and two 
GCSEs at Grade 5.
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sport

BTEC Sport

Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel

What will I study?

Topics covered include: Anatomy & Physiology; Fitness 
training & programming for health, sport and wellbeing; 
Professional development in the sports industry; Application 
of fitness testing.

How will I be assessed?

A mixture of coursework and internally and 
externally set controlled assessments plus 
exams across the two years.

How will Sport prepare me for the world of work?

The growth in health, fitness and leisure industries has led 
to a large increase in career options for those with sporting 
qualifications, such as coaching, sports development, sports 
science and physiotherapy.

Why choose Sport at BSFC?

A lot of our Sport & PE students like to get involved in 
the sports available at the College. There are plenty of 
extracurricular sports opportunities, with netball, basketball, 
volleyball, table tennis, football and much more.

What is it?

This qualification involves a combination of practical 
and theoretical work, investigating different aspects 
of sport, from the industries involved to exploring the 
skeletal, muscular, cardiovascular and respiratory 
systems’ functions and structures.

Entry Requirements

Five GCSEs including Maths and English Language: 
a minimum of three GCSEs at grade 4 and two 
GCSEs at Grade 5.
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statistics

A Level Statistics

How will I be assessed?

Exams at the end of Year 2.

What is it?

The A Level offers the chance to study how statistics are applied to 
make sense of the world around us, and learning how to use and 
apply statistics resulting in being able to confidently work with data 
across many formats.

What will I study?

You will study a variety of topics including: Probability distributions; 
Summarising & displaying data; Expectation; Correlation and 
regression; Normal distribution; Statistical hypothesis testing.

Why choose Statistics at BSFC?

Statistics is a course that very few schools and colleges in the region 
offer as an option. It allows students to completely focus on one 
aspect of Maths and our expert teachers help students to learn 
how to process and analyse data to a high level, which is a much 
sought-after skill and desirable in a whole range of careers.

How will Statistics prepare me for the world of work?

The fundamental statistical and lateral thinking skills developed by 
students are invaluable across all kinds of disciplines and careers, 
not just those that are explicitly maths-related. The ability to 
understand and analyse data is an increasingly important skill in a 
world of constant change.

Additional Entry Requirements

Grade 5 in Maths (higher paper).

Entry Requirements

Five GCSEs including Maths and English Language: 
a minimum of three GCSEs at grade 4 and two 
GCSEs at Grade 5.
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textiles
What is it?

Observing and experimenting with textiles media and 
techniques, using your skills as a creative designer with 
an interest in fashion, interior design or textiles art to 
flourish with your own ideas.

What will I study?

Working to briefs, a personal investigation and 
developing a portfolio of improving and expanding use 
of textiles media and techniques.

How will Textiles prepare me for the world of work?

Textiles involves solving problems by combining creative, 
practical and technological skills.

Why choose Textiles at BSFC?

The specially designed School of Art & Design is a 
separate building purely for Art students to bring out their 
creativity in the best and most inspiring environment with 
state-of-the-art equipment and facilities.

A Level Textiles

Exam Board: AQA

How will I be assessed?

60% coursework; 40% exam projects.

Additional Entry Requirements

Grade 4 in Art and Design or related Design 
Technology subject.

Entry Requirements

Five GCSEs including Maths and English Language: 
a minimum of three GCSEs at grade 4 and two 
GCSEs at Grade 5.
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financial support

61

We are committed to ensuring that all students have access to the right resources to 
be successful in their academic studies and remove any barriers to participation. 

Financial support is available to help cover:

Travel to and from College
(if you live more than a mile away from the campus)

College meals

Compulsory College trips

Selected learning materials





Birkenhead Sixth Form College
Park Road West, Claughton, Wirral, CH43 8SQ
0151 652 5575 / enrol@bsfc.ac.uk

All information correct at time of print (June 2024) - 
please check the College website for the most up to 
date information.bsfc.ac.uk

The best decision she’s 
ever made. Hand-on-
heart. If she’d have 

stayed at her grammar 
school, she wouldn’t 

have been getting the 
grades she got today.

Madeleine’s mum
Results Day 2023
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