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Critical thinking

Benefits:
➢ contextual analysis skills
➢ develop an ability to comprehend complex concepts and 

information.
➢ Increased communication- articulation of your thoughts and 

creation of structured arguments.
➢ increased literacy
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Developing & Preparing
Hoping to study Philosophy  at A Level? Considering the ethical dilemmas within the 
modern world? Or maybe you are simply interested in taking some time to further your 
understanding of the critical thinking skills that could be applied to wider life- wanting to 
win a debate, hoping to support people of all faiths in medical decisions, considering 
becoming a lawyer?

There is a lot this course can offer you. And inevitably what YOU bring will 
enhance the course itself. 

This course develops great philosophers, great ethical debaters, great 
scholars and great theologians. To thrive you will need to hone your critical 
thinking skills. Thinking synoptically (see the wider overview and how 
everything links together) for this course (much like life) has many 
components and over arching themes.
In this course, there is more to it than the study of God, it encompasses the 
relationships between the historical actions, the modern interpretations and 
impacts, alongside the way each component weaves together. It will 
challenge you to make connections and apply them accurately and with 
purposeful articulation.



Reflection – what does this mean?
The Journey Thus Far…

The impacts from GCSE
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This guide has been designed for practical use. It enables you to pick it up and begin, 
place it down and come back to it. It will encourage you to know more specialist 
vocabulary, highlight philosophical and ethical concepts to seek out and 
opportunities to develop skills of a scholar.

As an added bonus, some of  the topics we will be looking at in Year 12 and 13 so you 
can do some valuable background reading. 

Getting started now: 
1. Developing as a philosophical and ethical thinker – through general reading 
around / watching videos / listening to podcasts etc. to boost comprehension on wider 
concepts.
2. Preparing for the A Level Course -Starting to explore the topics and their 
foundations which will be studied in the A Level course. 

At GCSE you have covered a lot of the foundations of the underpinning concepts; 
theological truths, the nature of God for Christians, Jews, Muslims or Hindus, the 
problem of evil and suffering, the consideration of how beliefs impact actions that 
shape our society. 

In addition, you have been cultivating the necessary skills for success; accurate 
description, developed responses with specific evidential support and purposeful 
persuasive arguments.

You may meet scholars you have come across in GCSE and you will definitely meet 
new ones.  A Level will take point on those familiar topics, delve deeper and explore 
more thoroughly, often with links to other subjects such as Psychology, Law and 
Sociology to name a few. 
The best scholars at A Level keep reading the news and generally seek to improve 
their understanding by engaging with each components unique element-
philosophical, ethical and theological discussions. 



Set up for Success at A-Level
What does success look like at a-level?
It’s building in time to unpack and fully 
comprehend the subject matter. It’s cultivating 
resilience to work through the complex topics and 
the compassion to know you will get there. It’s 
making a commitment to independent study and 
weekly summaries. It is communicating 
professionally with professors and peers.  It’s 
seeking further reading without being asked and 
asking for clarification or support when needed. 
These are the skills that you will need to hone 
across all subject.
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

1 ETHICS Practice One

part of a Past 

Paper [30 mins]

CORE 

MATHS

2 PHILOSOPHY Summarise

Key concepts 

10 Mins

PHILOSOPHY

3 ETHICS HISTORY Summarise

Key concepts 

10 Mins

Independe

nt Study

4 PHILOSOPHY CORE 

MATHS

5 HISTORY
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Below is an example of what a week in your studies could look liked.

We would recommend that you book in time to summarise what you’ve learnt, to 

independently study a topic that was a bit tricky and to practice papers.

Start thinking about which time of day you are most productive. AM? PM? Think 

about where you are most productive. On you own? Headphones in?



Learn how to take notes that will set you up for long-term success:
The Cornell Note-taking method is tried-tested and approved for creating 
notes that will be effective to use in revision.

Set up for Success at A-Level

After class

Highlighting: Highlight important information.

Cues and questions: Create a few hints to remind you of the content.

Summary: Make a brief summary of what you learned that lesson.
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Why not check out a TED TALK or a YOUTUBE (recommended in this pack) 
and try your hand at making Cornell notes?

Cornell Note-Taking Method - University of Maine at Fort Kent (umfk.edu)

https://www.umfk.edu/offices/student-success/successful-note-taking/
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A good idea would be to purchase the recommended revision guides ahead of next 
year. You can start your reading around the subject and even begin to make revision 
material such as mind maps, flash cards and practice exam questions. This would put 
you at a huge advantage over previous year groups given the extra time you now have. 
The revision guides that we would recommend are: 

My Revision Notes: WJEC and Eduqas A level Religious Studies Religion and 
Ethics: Amazon.co.uk: Lloyd, Clare: 9781510450516: Books

Amazon:

My Revision Notes: WJEC and Eduqas A level Religious Studies Study of 

Christianity: Amazon.co.uk: Lloyd, Clare: 9781510450561: Books

My Revision Notes: WJEC and Eduqas A level Religious Studies Philosophy of 

Religion: Amazon.co.uk: Lloyd, Clare: 9781510450547: Books

Educational vocabulary you will need to familiarise yourself with:
Specification: the course, the specific criteria communicated for a specific 
program of study.
Components: the specific area of study, i.e: Philosophy.
Themes: the over-arching concept.
Units: the specific topic area that is covered as a part of a theme.
Scholar: a person of authority on the topic whom we study.
Independent: on your own, of your own volition, outside of class time.
Punctuality: On time.
Professional: correspondence should be of a formal, professional nature.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/My-Revision-Notes-Religious-Religion/dp/1510450513/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?crid=39Q0E0EXTPKLC&keywords=hodder+study+of+ethics+revision+guide+eduqas&qid=1688396754&sprefix=hodder+study+of+ethic+revision+guide+eduqas%2Caps%2C104&sr=8-2-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/My-Revision-Notes-Religious-Religion/dp/1510450513/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?crid=39Q0E0EXTPKLC&keywords=hodder+study+of+ethics+revision+guide+eduqas&qid=1688396754&sprefix=hodder+study+of+ethic+revision+guide+eduqas%2Caps%2C104&sr=8-2-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/My-Revision-Notes-Religious-Christianity/dp/1510450564/ref=sr_1_6?crid=141XFJJZHNMMH&keywords=hodder+study+of+christianity+revision+guide+eduqas&qid=1688396550&sprefix=hodder+study+of+christianity+revision+guide+eduqas%2Caps%2C81&sr=8-6
https://www.amazon.co.uk/My-Revision-Notes-Religious-Christianity/dp/1510450564/ref=sr_1_6?crid=141XFJJZHNMMH&keywords=hodder+study+of+christianity+revision+guide+eduqas&qid=1688396550&sprefix=hodder+study+of+christianity+revision+guide+eduqas%2Caps%2C81&sr=8-6
https://www.amazon.co.uk/My-Revision-Notes-Religious-Christianity/dp/1510450564/ref=sr_1_6?crid=141XFJJZHNMMH&keywords=hodder+study+of+christianity+revision+guide+eduqas&qid=1688396550&sprefix=hodder+study+of+christianity+revision+guide+eduqas%2Caps%2C81&sr=8-6
https://www.amazon.co.uk/My-Revision-Notes-Religious-Philosophy/dp/1510450548/ref=sr_1_1?crid=272XZPISJPJ1M&keywords=hodder+study+of+philosophy+revision+guide+eduqas&qid=1688396778&sprefix=hodder+study+of+philosophy+revision+guide+eduqas%2Caps%2C90&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/My-Revision-Notes-Religious-Philosophy/dp/1510450548/ref=sr_1_1?crid=272XZPISJPJ1M&keywords=hodder+study+of+philosophy+revision+guide+eduqas&qid=1688396778&sprefix=hodder+study+of+philosophy+revision+guide+eduqas%2Caps%2C90&sr=8-1
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Preparing for A Level at Bishop Challoner 
At Bishop Challoner we follow the EDUQAS ROUTE A, at A-Level. It is under the title ‘ Religious 
Studies’. At Bishop Challoner as you are studying three disciplines at once our course is called 
Philosophy, Ethics & Study of a Religion. 

By the end of this course you will have studied FOUR themes per Component.

An Overview of Philosophy, Ethics & Study of a Religion: 

If you want to know where to start, in the September of Year 12, we consider Arguments for and 
Against God’s existence, Teleological Ethics and Religious Concepts + Religious Life.

Each 

Component

Themes & Units Assessments

Component 1 Study of a Religion- Christianity

Theme 1: Religious figures & Sacred 

texts

Theme 2: Religious Concepts & 

religious Life.

Theme 3: Significant Social & historical 

developments in religious thought.

Theme 4: Religious practices & 

religious identity.

For each component there is 

a final examination.

Each written examination 

will be 120 Minutes.

Each will comprise of 33.5% 

of the qualification.

For each written 

examination:

Learners will be expected to 

answer one question from 

Section A out of a choice of 

two and one question from 

Section B out of a choice of 

three in this component. 

Questions can be taken 

from any area of the 

specification.

Component 2 Philosophy of Religion

Theme 1: Arguments for the 

existence of God.

Theme 2: Challenges to religious 

belief.

Theme 3: Religious experience.

Theme 4: Religious language.

Component 3 Religion & Ethics

Theme 1: Ethical thought.

Theme 2: Deontological ethics.

Theme 3: Teleological Ethics.

Theme 4: Determinism & freewill.

Here is a link the AQA specification for the A Level course:

A level specification template (eduqas.co.uk)

We recommend you have a look and see in more detail some of the topics/individuals 
we will be studying.

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/media/i4tjifbc/eduqas-a-level-religious-studies-spec-from-2016-e-011020.pdf


Expanding your independence & 
curiosity in the subject

We recommend that you review areas that relate to our course specifications as 

a part of your own independent growth prior to and throughout your studies.

Here are some of our most recommended links to check out:

Link Interest

Online News 

articles

Ethics - BBC News Look out for headings such as ethics, 

morality, moral, religious.

Philosophy - BBC Future Look out for headings such as reality, 

feelings, Christianity today.

Podcasts Homepage - Closer To Truth Look out for scholars you’ve heard of before 

and topics about existential experiences.

The Pope Video | The Pope 

Video is a global initiative 

developed by the Pope's 

Worldwide Prayer Network 

(Apostleship of Prayer)

Why not stay up-to-date with Pope Francis’ 

posts.

YouTube CrashCourse - YouTube This channel outlines several philosophical 

and ethical concepts we cover throughout the 

course.

Why not check out Aristotle’s Virtue Theory

Philosophy and Ethics –

YouTube

This channel outlines several philosophical 

and ethical concepts we cover throughout the 

course.

CollegeBinary - YouTube This channel outlines several philosophical 

and ethical concepts we cover throughout the 

course.
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/celyr508rz5t
https://www.bbc.com/future/tags/philosophy
https://closertotruth.com/
https://thepopevideo.org/
https://thepopevideo.org/
https://thepopevideo.org/
https://thepopevideo.org/
https://thepopevideo.org/
https://www.youtube.com/@crashcourse
https://www.youtube.com/@philosophyandethics7266
https://www.youtube.com/@philosophyandethics7266
https://www.youtube.com/@CollegeBinary


Expanding your independence & 
curiosity in the subject

Link/ Ttile Interest

Films God is Not Dead (2014) After he refuses to disavow his faith, a 

devout Christian student (Shane Harper) 

must prove the existence of God or else his 

college philosophy professor (Kevin Sorbo) 

will fail him.

The Two Popes Pope Benedict and future Pope Francis, 

have to face their pasts and find common 

grounds in order to build the further for the 

Catholic Church

God on Trial In the Jewish tradition of arguing 

with God, Jewish prisoners in 

Auschwitz decide to put God on 

Trial.

Televis

ion

Amazon.com: The Chosen (season 1) : 

Jonathan Roumie, Shahar Isaac, Paras 

Patel, Noah James, Lara Silva, Nick 

Shakoour, George Harrison Xanthis, Erick 

Avari, Elizabeth Tabish, Dallas Jenkins, 

Ryan Swanson, Tyler Thompson, Dallas 

Jenkins, Chad Gunderson, Justin Tolley, 

Chris Juen: Prime Video

The Chosen- It follows the journey of the 

disciples as they discover more about their 

faith themselves and the Messiah.

An excellent resource for the Study of a 

religion Component.

Netflix: The Good Place Includes mortal, ethical and philosophical 

concepts. Many of which we will explore.

We recommend that 

you immerse yourself 

in concepts that relate 

to our subject.

Watch. Discuss. 

Debate. Defend your 

point of view.
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https://www.amazon.com/The-Chosen-season-1/dp/B091D6KCBS
https://www.amazon.com/The-Chosen-season-1/dp/B091D6KCBS
https://www.amazon.com/The-Chosen-season-1/dp/B091D6KCBS
https://www.amazon.com/The-Chosen-season-1/dp/B091D6KCBS
https://www.amazon.com/The-Chosen-season-1/dp/B091D6KCBS
https://www.amazon.com/The-Chosen-season-1/dp/B091D6KCBS


What can I do now?
There are a number of things that can be done before starting an A-

level.

Especially when it comes to an A-level with three specific components.

We recommend the following:

1. Ensure you’ve check out the course specification

2. Highlight/ identify key scholars (for example, Immanuel Kant)

3. Make a fact file about that scholar (this will require you to do 

independent research)

4. Beef up your reading/listening- that means watching T.V. , listening 

to podcasts, reading articles (check out the previous lists)

5. Familiarise yourself with vocabulary. (this means reviewing any 

GCSE specific language that could relate to our topics and brushing 

up on their uses in sentences)

6. Try out some of our sample lesson tasks on the next few pages.

7. Watch a TED TALK and practice taking Cornell notes.

8. Not familiar with Scripture (Biblical passages)? We recommend 

checking out Bible Gateway (www.bibelgateway.com) and 

committing a few passages to memory/ exploring their meaning:

Matthew 7:12

John 3:16

Deuteronomy 6:4-9
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http://www.bibelgateway.com/


Try some lesson 
activities

Why not hone your skills at discernment, persuasion and defending evidence.
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Task: State & Evaluate
State:

Evaluate:

Lesson 1:

DEFEND- Persuasively convince me YOU are right

Nostra Aetate (In Our Time), the Latin 

name by which The Second Vatican 

Council's Declaration on the Relation of 

the Church to Non-Christian Religions is 

known, formalized an expanded 

attitude of dialogue and respect 

toward the major non-Christian 

religions of the world: Judaism, Islam, 

Hinduism and Buddhism.

What are the principles of Nostra Aetate?

Religions should promote goodwill, 

friendship, peace and unity amongst 

all people since we form one human 

family. For those who have faith or 

share a common faith, depending on the 

extent of a shared vision, dialogue can 

be established on whatever is common 

to both religions.

If no one was able to think critically, could they 
have the ability to understand? Respect? Support?

State:

Evaluate:
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Tasks: State what qualifies as Pizza and Tacos. Evaluate what makes one BEST.
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date ____________________

Beefing up our arguments
Lesson 2:

What can strengethen an argument? 

An intermediate conclusion is a claim which is 

supported by reasons and which gives support to a 

further conclusion. 

P1 I want to go out

P2 It is raining

IC  I will get wet if I don’t take an umbrella.

MC  So I need to take an umbrella

Intermediate conclusions help to clarify the steps in 

your reasoning. The IC can also act as a reason for 

your main conclusion.

Intermediate conclusions & counter-arguments
Example to Improve

P- teacher is coughing.
P- Teacher has a headache.
C- Teacher has the flu. 

Amend the above example with your own IC:

Turn the following into accurate arguments using
a. Premise
B. Intermediate Conclusion
c. Conclusion

1. To stay healthy, you are advised to have five 
portions of fresh fruit or veg a day. You only had 
four so far today, so you should have a piece of 
fruit. We only have apples and oragnes and you do 
not like oranges, so you should have an apple to 
maintain your good health.
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Superman is clearly better than 

Batman…. 

Provide YOUR counter argument

Lesson 2:
Turn the following into accurate arguments using
a. Premise
B. Intermediate Conclusion
c. Conclusion

2. Many children live close enough to school to cycle but 
are dropped off by their parents. If children cycled to 
school they would get more exercise. This could helo 
combat the increase in childhood obesidy. More children 
should cycle to school. There isn’t any way for pupils to 
keep their bikes securely locked at schoo. The school soulc 
build bike sheds for pupils.

With great power comes 

great responsibility- Uncle 

Ben, Spider Man.

An intermediate conclusion is a
claim which is supported by
reasons and which gives support
to a further conclusion.

Why are intermediate 

conclusions useful to use?

A counter-argument a reason
put forward to oppose an idea or
reason presented in the main
argument.

Why are counter arguments useful to 

use?

13



Analysing arguments- Validity or soundness

Review each argument. 
Assumptions? Ambiguities? Valid 
or Sound?

_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________

Based on today’s learning - What is 

your personal opinion towards the 

use of syllogism to prove God’s 

existence.

Reflection:

1. If Humans are perfect, then they do not 
need a savior.

Humans do not (not)need a savior.
Therefore, humans are not perfect

2. If God exists, then mankind has 
meaning in life.

Mankind has meaning in life.
Therefore, God exists.

What is the link between 
faith and critical 

thinking?

Lesson 3

Write your own definitions:
Identify what is wrong with this argument

All ravens are black.

Charlie is black.

Therefore, Charlie is a raven

Invalid Syllogism Unsound Syllogism

Learning what a ‘Fallacy’ is
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Activity 3

Activity 4

Plenary
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