Curriculum Information
MFL - French

Subject rationale – Why study the subject? What benefits does it bring?
There are many reasons why we chose to teach French at Bishop
Challoner. First of all, we feel that it is our responsibility that our
students are able to speak and understand a foreign language. Learning
French enables them to communicate in the only other foreign language
that is spoken across all five continents. In addition, we have put
together a curriculum, which is designed to open horizons, help students
better understand their own language, and discover a history and
culture, which directly and indirectly constitute a part of their own
heritage.
French is taught at Bishop Challoner by native speakers and experienced
teachers, who draw on their first-hand experience of French culture to
inspire students to go beyond the limits of their ‘comfort zone’. We want
our students to be enriched by discovering a society, which although
geographically and historically close, is culturally very different.
Furthermore, our curriculum importantly contributes to the school’s mission statement, that is to enable our learners
to reach their full potential through the study of French. It is designed to equip our students with vital tools such as
learning to learn, problem solving, the basic understanding of grammar, and the enrichment of their vocabulary in
both their own language and in French. Moreover, with the regular use of the target language in classrooms, we want
to model to our students how to become confident speakers, as well as to take pride in the work they produce, thus
improving their employability.
Languages programme of study states that ‘Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an
opening to other cultures’. It is our aim to not solely teach our students a foreign language, it is also to give them an
opportunity to see the world through different eyes, whether they choose to carry on learning French at a higher level
or not.

KS3 curriculum overview

KS4 curriculum overview

The French KS3 curriculum enables pupils to develop
language skills through a variety of contexts and gives
pupils opportunities to explore aspects of the life and
culture of countries and communities where the French
is spoken. These include people, places, festivals,
national events, food, sport, history, education, climate,
geographical features, buildings, the spoken and the
written word, music and song, the visual arts and the
media. Schemes of work are developed with the aim of
fostering excellent language skills through creativity and
enjoyment.

Approximately 50% of each year group studies French
at GCSE. The course followed in years 10 & 11 leads
to qualification with the AQA examination board and
we follow the programme as detailed in the AQA
specification. This specification builds upon the
French learnt at Key Stage 3 and provides the basis for
further study at Advanced Level. Qualification is
gained by terminal assessments in Listening,
Speaking, Reading and Writing; each skill accounting
for 25% of the final grade.
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KS5 curriculum overview
Pupils in KS5 follow A-level courses in French leading to qualification through the Edexcel examination board. This
specification provides a coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study for candidates and is a suitable
foundation for the study of French or a related area through a range of higher education courses; progression to the
next level of vocational qualifications; or direct entry into employment.
Areas of study include: changes in contemporary French society, politics and the arts in French speaking countries,
immigration and the multicultural French society, the Occupation (WW2) and the work of the Resistance. At the end
of Year 13, students must sit three exams: Reading and listening comprehension, Writing and Speaking. Throughout
Year 13, students must also prepare an independent research project, which allows them to select and study any
aspect of life in the French-speaking world; from architecture to fashion or why not zoology!
Revision guidance
• Kerboodle > interactive listening and reading activities per
topic to practise. You also have access to the Higher and
Foundation textbook, with all the vocabulary lists.

Tips:
Create yourself some revision cards/ sheets with
key phrases and vocabulary from each Unit.
Write the English at the back and learn how to
say and spell them.

• Quizlet > learn and revise vocabulary, this will help you to
use more complex structures in you speaking and writing
and help you with your reading and listening.

Struggling with listening skill? When completing
a listening task on Kerboodle, also look at the
transcript as you are listening to it, to help you
getting used to the French sounds.

• Revisionworld > this websites contains activities to help
you revise per topics, as well as past papers.

Mastering the tenses > make sure you know
how to put any verb in different tenses (perfect,
imperfect, present, near future, simple future
and conditional)

• Languagesonline > the grammar section of this website
shows you how to use all the different tenses and tests
you on them with interactive activities.
• Ortholud is website in French designed for French people
to practise their grammar skills. It is aimed at more
advanced learners. Ask your teacher if you need guidance.

Career opportunities

• BBC Bistesize is the famous website made by the BBC. You
will find excellent resources to practise the 4 different
skills. Whatever examboard you pick will be outstanding
practice. We use AQA for KS4.

Studying languages is perfect for someone who
wants to work as an interpreter, a translator, a
teacher or in the tourist industry! But…Contrary
to what most people think, these stereotypical
careers linked to Languages study are not the
main sectors where students who have done
languages are recruited the most.

Extra curricular
The departmental team works hard to maintain a high profile
for the subject and we offer a varied programme of extracurricular activities e.g. a weekly languages club, an after
school homework support club, a Year 7 trip to Boulogne,
European Day of Languages, several pen friend exchanges
with year 9 and year 11, a trip to Paris for A-Level students and
many more.

Do you have an interest in business services,
public relation, finance, retail, charity work,
engineering, media, museums and libraries,
public administration, transport and logistics?
Well, having studied a language will give the
advantage. Not only it enables you to
communicate in a different language but it
develops numerous skills that would help you in
your career.
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