
As we reach the end of another busy and successful term 
at Bishop Challoner, we would like to take this opportunity 
to celebrate the many achievements, opportunities and 
experiences that have enriched school life over recent months. 
Our students continue to demonstrate ambition, resilience, 
faith and a commitment to serving others, and we are incredibly 
proud of all they have accomplished.

Before reflecting on the term's successes, we would like to 
acknowledge the sad loss of our colleague, Mrs Marsh. Mrs 
Marsh dedicated many years of service to Bishop Challoner and 
made an outstanding contribution to the English Department 
and the wider school community. Her warmth, generosity and 
commitment to young people touched the lives of countless 
students and staff. Her passing has been deeply felt across our 
community, and we continue to keep her family and friends in 
our prayers.

Catholic life remains at the heart of everything we do. 
Throughout the term, students from all year groups have played 
an active role in the spiritual life of the school through prayer, 
liturgy, charitable work and outreach activities. As we continue 
to celebrate the Year of Youth, it has been inspiring to see so 
many young people demonstrating compassion, empathy and 
a commitment to living out Gospel values in their daily lives.

Students have participated fully in the sacramental and liturgical 
life of the Church. Highlights have included our Vigil Mass for 
the Solemnity of the Ascension, the daily Rosary during the 
Month of Mary, and special Leavers' Masses for Years 11 and 
13 as they prepare for the next stage of their journeys. Year 
10 students took part in a Teaching Mass to deepen their 
understanding of the Eucharist, while Year 8 students showed 
impressive leadership by planning and leading their own Mass.

We were also delighted to celebrate a special milestone for 
members of our school community, as two staff members 
and two students were welcomed into the Catholic Church 
following their participation in the Journey in Faith programme. 
This joyful occasion reflected the strength and vitality of faith 
within our community.

Service to others continues to be a defining feature of life at 
Bishop Challoner. Students have supported a range of charitable 
initiatives this term, including foodbank collections, dementia 
support projects and preparations for summer outreach 

work with local primary schools and parish partners. During 
Refugee Week, students reflected on themes of dignity, justice 
and compassion through prayer, reflection and curriculum 
activities. We were also proud to see students perform in the 
30th anniversary production of Born for This at Symphony 
Hall, showcasing both their talents and their commitment to 
expressing faith through the arts.

We remain grateful for the support and guidance of Fr Toby 
and Fr John, their contributions continue to enrich the faith life 
of the school and strengthen the links between school, parish 
and community.

Some of the other highlights from this term include:
•	 The annual STEM Fair welcomed Year 5 pupils from seven 

primary schools for a day of robotics, drones and problem-
solving activities led by student STEM Leaders.

•	 The Paired Reading programme helped students achieve 
an average of two years’ reading progress in just seven 
months with support from Sixth Form mentors.

•	 Culture Day gave students the opportunity to celebrate 
global traditions and explore the diversity within the 
school community.

•	 Our comprehensive careers programme provided employer 
encounters, mock interviews and award-winning personal 
development opportunities.

•	 Sixth Form students collaborated with a professional artist 
to create a community mosaic celebrating the school’s 
identity and diversity.

•	 More than 60 students successfully completed Bronze 
and Silver Duke of Edinburgh programmes, developing 
resilience, independence and leadership skills.

•	 The PE department expanded sporting opportunities 
and achieved the School Games Platinum Award while 
supporting success at regional and national levels.

Our Sixth Form continues to flourish. Students have benefited 
from new super-curricular resources designed to deepen 
subject knowledge, develop independent learning skills and 
strengthen university applications. Year 12 students have 
continued their excellent work through the Reader Leader 
programme, supporting younger students with reading, while 
others have contributed to community projects, including a 
local mosaic initiative that will be displayed at railway stations 
across the area.
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At the end of this school year we give thanks to God: for all the teaching and learning that has taken place, for 
the talents and gifts shared, for the burdens lifted and the hurts healed. Bless our students as they await their 
exam results, our families as we take our holidays, and pour out your love on us that we may return renewed 

and refreshed. We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen
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We are also delighted by the growing popularity of our Sixth Form, with over 260 applications already received for next year, 
including a significant increase in applications from students outside Bishop Challoner.

We would like to congratulate our Year 11 and Year 13 students, who have now completed the majority of their public 
examinations. Throughout the exam season, they have demonstrated maturity, resilience and a strong work ethic. We look 
forward to celebrating their achievements when results are released later this summer.

Regular school attendance is one of the most important factors in helping young people achieve their full potential. Every lesson 
provides valuable opportunities for learning, building confidence, developing friendships and participating in the wider life of the 
school. When students attend school consistently and arrive on time, they are better able to keep up with their learning, make 
sustained progress and feel fully connected to their school community. We are grateful for the support of parents and carers in 
promoting excellent attendance and would encourage families to continue working with us to ensure that students attend school 
every day whenever possible. Together, we can help every young person make the most of the opportunities available to them.
As the term comes to a close, we would like to thank several members of staff who will be retiring from Bishop Challoner. Mrs 
Grater and Ms Y Jones have each given many years of dedicated service to our school community, and we are deeply grateful for 
the positive impact they have had on the lives of students and colleagues. We wish them every happiness for the future.

This term, we say a fond farewell to Mrs Maggie Nutt as she retires after 39 years of outstanding service to Bishop Challoner 
Catholic College. Since joining the school in 1987, Mrs Nutt has made an exceptional contribution in a range of roles, including 
Head of Modern Foreign Languages, Head of Sixth Form, Religious Education teacher and Strategic Safeguarding Lead.

Throughout her career, Mrs Nutt has touched the lives of thousands of students through her dedication, compassion and 
unwavering commitment to their success and wellbeing. She has been a highly respected colleague, mentor and friend, whose 
influence has helped shape our school community for nearly four decades.

We are incredibly grateful for all that Mrs Nutt has given to Bishop Challoner and wish her every happiness and blessing in her 
well-deserved retirement.

Finally, I would like to thank all parents and carers for your continued support throughout the year. The partnership between 
home and school plays a vital role in helping our young people flourish. It remains a privilege to lead such a vibrant, caring and 
faith-filled community, and I am continually inspired by the enthusiasm, ambition and kindness shown by our students.

We wish all our families a restful, safe and blessed summer break and look forward to welcoming students back in the new 
academic year.

Dr J Coughlan
Executive Principal
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SIXTH FORM NEWS
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REFLECTIONS ON WORK EXPERIENCE 
AND STARTING THE UCAS PROCESS
This week, our Year 12 students took part in a dedicated day of 
reflection, focusing on the valuable experiences they gained during 
their work placements and considering how these experiences will 
shape their future aspirations. It was an excellent opportunity for 
students to evaluate the skills they have developed, celebrate their 
achievements and identify the next steps on their journey beyond 
sixth form.

A key focus of the day was the launch of the UCAS application 
process. Students received guidance on beginning their applications 
and explored what makes a strong personal statement. Although the 
personal statement is an important part of university applications, 
the skills involved in writing about personal strengths, experiences 
and ambitions are equally valuable when applying for apprenticeships 
and employment.

We encourage all students to continue reflecting on their experiences 
over the summer and to begin drafting and refining their personal 
statements. Taking time now to produce a thoughtful and well-crafted 
application will place them in a strong position as they prepare for the 
exciting opportunities ahead.

PREPARING FOR FUTURE 
CAREERS
This week, our Year 12 students also took part in a 
mock assessment centre delivered in partnership 
with Severn Trent Water. Assessment centres 
are increasingly used by large employers as part 
of their recruitment process, particularly for 
apprenticeships and graduate programmes, making 
this an invaluable opportunity for our students to 
experience the process first-hand.

The day was led by former staff member Conor 
Quigley, who now works for Severn Trent Water. It was 
wonderful to welcome Conor back to Sixth Form as 
he shared his professional experience and provided 
students with valuable insight into the expectations 
of employers. Students received practical advice on 
creating effective CVs, developing interview skills 
and presenting themselves confidently throughout 
the recruitment process.

Students also had the opportunity to complete a 
range of tasks and activities similar to those used 
by Severn Trent Water when assessing potential 
applicants. These activities helped students develop 
and showcase key employability skills, including 
teamwork, communication, problem-solving and 
leadership.

The day was an excellent opportunity for students 
to understand what future recruitment processes 
may look like and to build confidence in preparation 
for their next steps. It was particularly valuable for 
students considering apprenticeship pathways, 
where assessment centres are often a key part of 
the application journey.

We are extremely grateful to Conor for giving up his 
time to support our students and for helping them 
prepare for the exciting opportunities ahead.

YEAR 12 SPORTS DAY
This week, we held our first ever Year 12 Sports Day, bringing 
students together for an afternoon of fun, friendly competition 
and teamwork. Organised by Miss Shirley at The Irish Centre, the 
event was a fantastic opportunity for students to unwind after a 
busy year while strengthening friendships and celebrating the end 
of the academic year.

Students took part in a range of traditional sports day events, 
including the egg and spoon race, sack race, three-legged race, relay 
races and rounders. The enthusiasm, laughter and team spirit on 
display made for a wonderful afternoon, with students embracing 
every challenge and cheering one another on throughout the 
event.

A huge thank you goes to Miss Shirley for organising such a 
successful event and to all of the staff who supported the 
afternoon. We hope this has become a new Year 12 tradition that 
our future students will look forward to each year.
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CATHOLIC LIFE
PUPIL LED PRAYER AND LITURGY
We celebrated the Solemnity for St Peter and St Paul. St Peter 
was impulsive, flawed and often unsure, yet Jesus called him 
the rock. St Paul began as a persecutor yet became one of the 
Church’s greatest missionaries. We were reminded that Pater 
and Paul were not perfect but were transformed by Jesus. How 
can Jesus transform us and our lives?

Our mission moving forward for the week was 
•	 Live with integrity — be the same person in class, online, 

and with friends. Faith is shown through authenticity.
•	 Speak up when something is wrong — gossip, exclusion, 

disrespect. Being a “rock” often means standing alone.
•	 Consciously encourage others — notice someone 

struggling, affirm someone’s effort, repair relationships 
when possible.

Thank you to Year 9 for recording the prayer and liturgy 
resource – Noah P, Leighton, David B, Ivan, Casper , Anthony T 
, Munana, Mr Capper and Miss Watson.

This week, the 14th week of Ordinary Time, the Gospel teaches 
us that we are not alone in carrying our burdens. Jesus gives 
us a simple and beautiful invitation – ‘Come to me all who are 
tired and weary, and I will give you rest’.

Thank you to Year 7 for recording this week – Eiliyah, Arlo, Ava 
-Jane, Riley P, Lukas, Painting, Elijah R, Emilie O, Sehar, Orlaith 

B, Harrison C, Ashton, 
Jaiden, Violet, Niall W 
and Abdus.

They gave us 2 missions 
this week
•	 Ask Jesus to carry 

something we are struggling with this week
•	 Make someone else’s day lighter through an act of kindness

Our final Gospel reflection of the year was on the Parable of the 
Sower. We reflected on how our hearts can change at different 
times on our life; to be fully open to God, open when life is going 
well or when we don’t have too many other distractions, or not 
open and willing to accept God and His Word. We reflected on 
how we can deepen our relationship with God and live a life 
that bears the fruits of the Holy Spirit. Thank you to Year 8 for 
leading us so beautifully – Joel D, Preciosa, Teal, Tom F, Dakota, 
Cece M, Scout, Milaan, Ava and Gabrielle.

We encourage families to continue this journey at home by 
reading and reflecting on the Sunday Gospels together. The 
Wednesday Word is a weekly resource that helps connect 
home, school, and parish through the Sunday Gospel. It offers 
a simple way for families to share scripture and prayer each 
week.

You can access the resources at: www.wednesdayword.org 

YEAR 6 INDUCTION MASS
At the end of a very busy and exciting induction day, our soon 
to be Year 7 pupils, and parents and families, gathered in St 
Dunstan’s Church for our first Mass as a new cohort. It was 
wonderful to have so many pupils from so many different 
schools volunteer to 
have a specific role in 
the Mass. Miss Hughes 
accompanied a choir  
(freshly formed on 
the day) who sang in 
perfect harmony and 
led the whole church in 
beautiful sung worship. 
We look forward to 
celebrating our first 
Mass as the ‘official’ Year 
7 in September. 

VISIT TO DEMENTIA CLINIC
It was fantastic to be back supporting the Dementia Clinic with 
the Birmingham Irish Association today! We had World Cup 
themed activities; creating our own flags and a penalty shoot 
out with the clients! Always a great time and opportunity for 
our students.

http://www.bishopchalloner.org.uk
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FUNDRAISING THROUGH 
FOOTBALL WITH ST DUNSTAN’S 
PRIMARY SCHOOL
15 pupils went to St Dunstan's last Friday to coach a 5-aside 
tournament fundraiser, raising money for the SVP! In true 
Challoner style, they were extremely competitive and 
were fantastic coaches, congratulating those that made it 
through, while comforting the little ones who were upset 
when their team got knocked out! Super proud of them!!

Great to see Teddy, who has been on work experience this 
week at St Dunstan's, refereeing the whole tournament - he 
was a pro and Mr Tehan spoke very highly of him. Martha 
led the winning team to glory with the support of Caesar! 
She was over the moon, and rightly so! 
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BISHOP CHALLONER AND ST 
DUNSTAN’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 
POP-UP FOOD BANK
Thank you for your generosity in donating so many food 
items to the pop up food bank we held in the Sixth Form Centre 
this week. We were overwhelmed by the quantity we received into 
Bishop Challoner and St Dunstan’s Primary School. As Catholic schools 
and communities of faith, we have a duty to look after the most 
vulnerable in our society and treat all people with dignity. Jesus gave us a 
direct teaching. ‘Feed the hungry, for whatever you do to the least of 
my brothers, you do to me’. Holding the foodbank was a fantastic 
opportunity to put our faith into action. And it’s given lots of pupils a 
real life experience of social action and understanding the work of the SVP 
Society. Moving forward, we would like to run another pop up food bank 
next year in conjunction with some of our local food banks.

'The poor can act as silent teachers for us, making us conscious of our 
presumption and instilling within us a rightful spirit of humility' Pope Leo 
XIV, Dilexi Te

The remaining food donations have been moved to St Paul’s Family 
Centre in Balsall Heath, where families can access support throughout the 
summer holidays.

END OF ACADEMIC YEAR MASSES
We have celebrated our end of year Thanksgiving Masses this 
week. Thank you to families, pupils and staff for sending in your 
‘messages of thanksgiving’ that were presented at the altar. 
Our readers, altar servers, offertory pupils gave wonderfully 
to the Mass, and Painting and Tom were exceptional in sharing 
their God given talents by playing the saxophone and piano. 
Miss Hughes, with the help of Mr Pegg, ensured the choir’s 
beautiful singing echoed around St Dunstan’s Church. Fr Toby 
spoke to us of the inspiration of St Ignatius and taking time 
in our day to focus on the moments to be grateful for and 
where God has been truly present. Mrs Nutt joined us for her 
final Mass with Bishop Challoner before retirement. Our end 
of term Masses are always joyful, but after such a successful 
year for our school community, and how we have faced the 
highs, challenges and heartbreak together, our end of year 
Masses were especially poignant. 

Follow us on X – @BC_chaplaincy
Instagram - @bc_catholiclife
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SAFEGUARDING AND WELLBEING
SEXTORTION
Sextortion is a type of blackmail when someone threatens to 
share nude images or videos of, or sexual information about, 
someone online unless they are paid money or agree to do 
something else for them, such as send more images. Sextortion 
is a crime and can be committed by an individual or a group 
of people working together. There is an increasing risk from 
criminal gangs and other individuals targeting young people in 
this financially motivated way. 

It is a very difficult and distressing thing for a young person to 
experience, and they may not seek help from a trusted adult as 
they may feel scared, embarrassed or worried about getting in 
trouble. 

Any young person can be targeted by sextortion, but some 
research has shown that boys are more likely to be targeted by 
financial sextortion. 

Help & advice | Childnet 

GET IN TOUCH
In order for us work together, to best support our young 
people, please do not hesitate to get in touch if you 
have information to share regarding the safeguarding or 
wellbeing of your child.

This is particularly important if there has been a change 
in circumstances for the young person.

Please contact Mrs K Peckover, Mrs M Nutt, any DSL or a 
member of the Wellbeing Team.

SAFETY IN THE HOLIDAYS
Please click here to view an important letter.

Please click here to view important letter from West 
Midlands Police.

A MESSAGE FROM BIRMINGHAM 
SCHOOL SAFEGUARDING 
IMPROVEMENT TEAM
Safety Messages for Young People 
•	 Make safe and sensible plans for the end of term
•	 Consider celebrating locally with friends and family rather 

than travelling into Birmingham city centre
•	 Avoid travelling in large groups
•	 Be aware of personal safety and look after friends
•	 Respect members of the public, businesses, transport staff, 

and the local environment
•	 Follow instructions from police, transport staff and other 

officials if attending public areas
•	 If travelling, ensure parents or carers know where you are, 

who you are with, and how you will get home safely

Message for Parents and Carers
Parents and carers are encouraged to discuss end-of-term 
plans with their children and to consider whether travel into 
Birmingham city centre is necessary. Knowing where young 
people are, who they are spending time with, and how they 
intend to travel home can help keep them safe and reduce the 
risk of them becoming vulnerable.

Our collective aim is to ensure that all young people can enjoy 
the end of the school year safely and return home without 
incident.

Thank you for your continued support in helping us keep 
Birmingham's children and young people safe.

http://www.bishopchalloner.org.uk
https://www.childnet.com/help-and-advice/parents-and-carers
https://bishopchalloner.org.uk/news/2026-07-17-school-and-police-advisory-letter-for-parents-carers
https://bishopchalloner.org.uk/news/2026-07-17-school-police-advisory-letter
https://bishopchalloner.org.uk/news/2026-07-17-school-police-advisory-letter
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SPORTS DAY
Thanks for all those that supported Sports Day. Results for 
each year group and overall KS3 winners are below.

Well done to SEB for taking the KS3 victory overall and well 
done to Hayley for her superb organisation and management 
of the event.

Position	Year 7	 Year 8	 Year 9	 Overall
1st	  TER	  SEB	  SEB	  SEB
2nd	  BER	  TER	  TER	  TER
3rd	  BOS	  BOS	  BER	  BOS
4th	  SEB	  BER	  CEC	  BER
5th	  CEC	  CEC	  BOS	  CEC
6th	  LUK	  LUK	  LUK	  LUK

We also had multiple records broken on the day:

Joseph GB (7BER) - 4.6m Long Jump breaking the previous 
record held by Djibril TW (4.2m in 2018).

Nyola MA (7CEC) - equalled Sophie W's 2014 record in the 
Shot Put with 6.9m.

Peyton GK (8SEB) - 27.8m Javelin breaking the previous record 
held by Luke R (24m in 2013).

CSI SCIENCE DAY
During our Year 7 CSI Day, the Year 7 worked as forensic 
investigators to solve the mystery of who stole Dr Coughlan's 
laptop. We examined evidence, analysed clues, and used 
scientific techniques to identify the most likely suspect from 
Miss Hughes, Mr Noone, Mrs Jethwa, and Ms Lloyd.

The investigation involved studying several different types of 
forensic evidence:
•	 Blood samples – We compared the blood evidence from 

the crime scene with samples from each suspect to see 
if there was a match.

•	 Ransom note – We examined the note for clues, including 
handwriting, wording, and any evidence that could link it 
to one of the suspects.

•	 Mystery powder – We carried out tests to identify the 
unknown powder and considered how it might be 
connected to the theft.

•	 Fingerprints – We compared fingerprints collected from 
the scene with those of the suspects to find possible 
matches.

•	 Footprints – We analysed the size, pattern, and shape 
of footprints left at the scene and compared them with 
footwear linked to each suspect.

By combining the results from each piece of evidence, we 
developed our investigation, discussed our findings, and 
decided which suspect was most likely responsible for 
stealing Dr Coughlan's laptop. The activity showed how real 
forensic scientists use different types of evidence together 
rather than relying on just one clue.  Miss Hughes was the 
criminal!  We had PC T. Dale and University of Worcester CSI 
visitors in showing the students the different techniques to 
investigate a crime.  Well done to all the Year 7 students and 
the science team including the technicians for running such 
a great day!

http://www.bishopchalloner.org.uk
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FACILITIES HIRE
We offer a wide range of classes for the local community and our facilities are also available for  private hire. For session 
bookings and all other enquiries please feel free to contact one of the team.

Bishop Challoner Sports Centre is an exciting and innovative sports complex, compromising:
•	 A full sized Sports Hall
•	 Olympic sized Dojo specifically designed for Martial Arts
•	 Meeting Conference Room

https://widget.bookteq.com/bishopchallonersportscentre/43f86d02-be0c-4249-ba4a-637f57cfbea0/book-online/
b1be746a-fcf8-4de0-a44e-2497d3876911/activity

SAN FRANCISCO
From 7th–13th July, 55 students from Years 10 and 11 embarked on an unforgettable 
educational visit to San Francisco and Silicon Valley. The trip was designed to inspire our 
students by bringing computing, technology and STEM to life through real-world experiences.

Our journey began with a visit to the iconic Fisherman's Wharf, where students enjoyed their 
first taste of San Francisco and took in the sights of the waterfront. Throughout the week, 
they experienced some of the city's most famous landmarks, including Pier 39, Union Square, 
the historic Cable Cars, and the world-famous Golden Gate Bridge.

A major highlight of the trip was our visit to Silicon Valley, the global centre of innovation. 
Students had the opportunity to visit Stanford University and explore the Googleplex. These 
visits gave students a fascinating insight into the companies and people shaping the future of 
technology and helped them appreciate the wide range of careers available within the STEM 
sector.

The group also visited The Tech Interactive Museum, where students took part in hands-on 
activities and explored interactive exhibits covering robotics, artificial intelligence, engineering 
and innovation. It was fantastic to see so many students fully engaged and asking thoughtful 
questions throughout the visit.

Alongside the educational experiences, students enjoyed some of California's best attractions, 
including a day at Six Flags Discovery Kingdom, a guided tour of San Francisco, and a visit to 
the historic island prison of Alcatraz, where they learned about one of America's most famous 
landmarks.

Another memorable moment was attending a Major League Baseball game at Oracle Park, 
watching the San Francisco Giants take on the Colorado Rockies. For many students, this 
was their first experience of American sport and an opportunity to experience the incredible 
atmosphere of a professional sporting event.

Throughout the week, our students represented Bishop Challoner Catholic College 
exceptionally well. They demonstrated maturity, curiosity, excellent behaviour and respect at 
every venue we visited. They embraced new experiences, supported one another and were 
frequently praised by tour guides, venue staff and members of the public for their conduct.

Trips like this provide far more than sightseeing. They broaden students' horizons, develop 
independence and confidence, and allow classroom learning to be connected with the wider 
world. We hope the experiences and memories from this visit will continue to inspire our 
students as they consider their future education and career pathways.

A huge thank you goes to all the staff who gave up their time to make the trip possible, and 
to the parents and carers for their continued support. Most importantly, thank you to our 
wonderful students, who made the trip such a success. It was a fantastic week that will be 
remembered for many years to come.

http://www.bishopchalloner.org.uk
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https://widget.bookteq.com/bishopchallonersportscentre/43f86d02-be0c-4249-ba4a-637f57cfbea0/book-online/b1be746a-fcf8-4de0-a44e-2497d3876911/activity
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AUTUMN TERM 2026

Monday 31st August 2026 – Bank Holiday

Tuesday 1st September 2026 - Wednesday 2nd September 2026 – Staff INSET

Thursday 3rd September 2026 - Year 7, 11 and 13 start Thursday 3rd September 2026

Friday 4th September 2026 – All students return

Half Term Holiday: Monday 26th October to Friday 30th October (1 week)

Monday 2nd November to Friday 18th December

Christmas Holiday 2026: Monday 21st December to Friday 1st January (2 weeks)

SPRING TERM 2027

Monday 4th January to Friday 12th February

Half Term Holiday: Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February (1 week)

Monday 22nd February to Thursday 25th March

Friday 26th March – Good Friday, School Closed

Easter Holiday 2027: Monday 29th March to Friday 9th April (2 weeks)

SUMMER TERM 2027

Monday 12th April to Friday 28th May

Half Term Holiday: Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June (1 week)

Monday 7th June to Wednesday 21st July

INSET Days

Friday 23rd October 2026

Friday 18th December 2026

Wednesday 3rd February 2027

Friday 30th April 2027

Wednesday 23rd July 2027
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