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Applications Are Open!
 Apply Here 

What is UniFest?
UniFest is our Year 10 summer school which 

offers you the chance to explore university life, 
meet current university students and staff and 

make new friends. With five summer school 
events to choose from at different universities 

across the West Midlands, you will have an 
action-packed, fun experience.

https://app.geckoform.com/public/#/modern/21FO00gwt5vk6j00h41f5ogedr
https://app.geckoform.com/public/#/modern/21FO00gwt5vk6j00h41f5ogedr
https://app.geckoform.com/public/#/modern/21FO00gwt5vk6j00h41f5ogedr
https://youtu.be/D810o0uuJgg


Who is UniFest for?

UniFest is for learners in Year 10 at non-selective, state-funded secondary 
schools in the West Midlands who are from backgrounds and communities 
that are less likely to consider university as an option. To apply for a place, 
you will need the support of your school and the consent of your parents or 
carers, and you should be able to answer “Yes” to at least one of the 
following:
•I live in an area where not many young people go to university
•I am a young carer
•I have a disability or learning difficulty
•I am in the care of my local authority
•I receive Free School Meals /FSM6/ Pupil Premium
•My parents or carers did not go to university

What will I do?
That depends on which UniFest event you choose! Some events explore 
university life and study in general, and others focus on specific careers or 
study options. All UniFest events include lots of hands-on sessions and a fun 
programme of social activities.

Is UniFest free?
Yes! UniFest is funded by universities and schools and is totally free of 
charge. For residential UniFest events, meals, accommodation and activities 
are all paid for (although you may want to bring a little pocket money with 
you). The universities will help you plan how to get to and from events. If 
travel costs will make it difficult for you to attend, please get in touch by 
emailing aimhigher@contacts.bham.ac.uk.

What happens if there are more applicants than places?

UniFest is very popular and there are often more applicants than places. We 
ask for information about your family background and advise you to choose 
several events so that we can offer places as fairly as possible. If you have 
any questions about eligibility, please email 
us: aimhigher@contacts.bham.ac.uk.

mailto:aimhigher@contacts.bham.ac.uk
mailto:aimhigher@contacts.bham.ac.uk
https://aimhigherwm.ac.uk/unifest/


https://www.gresham.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2025-09/Leaflet%20autumn%202025_0.pdf


https://www.gresham.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2025-09/Leaflet%20autumn%202025_0.pdf


https://www.ted.com/
https://www.ted.com/
https://www.ted.com/


https://newmanacuk.sharepoint.com/sites/ExternalWebsiteDocuments/Shared Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FExternalWebsiteDocuments%2FShared%20Documents%2FMarketing%2FSchools%20and%20Colleges%20Outreach%20Magazine%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FExternalWebsiteDocuments%2FShared%20Documents%2FMarketing&p=true&ga=1


https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/explore-careers
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/explore-careers
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/explore-careers


https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/find-a-course
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/find-a-course
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FIND OUT MORE AND APPLY HERE

FIND OUT MORE AND APPLY HERE

https://www.aston.ac.uk/sro/post16
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SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES VIRTUAL HUBWe have created a range of resources for you to help you explore the world of Higher Education. From videos to how to guides, there’s something for everyone and you can use these resources to support you with your choices about your future. These resources will help you from the beginning of your journey, when you are just starting to think about university through to preparing yourself for the move. These can be done at home individually and you can share them with your teachers and advisers. Our aim is to provide you with a range of useful information and activities to help you with making decisions about your future.

SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES VIRTUAL HUB
We have created a range of resources for you to help 

you explore the world of Higher Education. From 
videos to how to guides, there’s something for 

everyone and you can use these resources to support 
you with your choices about your future. These 

resources will help you from the beginning of your 
journey, when you are just starting to think about 

university through to preparing yourself for the 
move. These can be done at home individually and 

you can share them with your teachers and advisers. 
Our aim is to provide you with a range of useful 

information and activities to help you with making 
decisions about your future.

https://www.bcu.ac.uk/about-us/schools-and-colleges/resources-hub


FIND A CLUB

FIND A CLUB

https://saturday-club.org/map/
https://saturday-club.org/map/
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The Open University Free Online Courses with Certificate | OpenLearn -  YouTube

Sign-up now for free >

Sign-up now for free >

https://www.open.edu/openlearn/
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/
https://www.open.ac.uk/account/createaccount?URL=https://www.open.edu/openlearn/
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The Access to Birmingham (A2B) programme helps University of Birmingham 
applicants with little or no higher education experience to explore what studying at 
university involves.
The University of Birmingham has a long history of welcoming students from a wide 
variety of social and cultural backgrounds. We were one of the first universities to 
set up a fair access scheme for local students in 2000 and are proud to be able to 
offer you the support of our A2B scheme if you are studying at one of our partner 
institutions.

Apply to A2B
Applications for the 2025/26 A2B scheme are open until 13 November 2025 for 
Medicine and Dentistry and 12 February 2026 fir all other applicants.
Completing the programme will bring you a range of benefits including an 
alternative offer and funding. We encourage you to explore our programme 
information and eligibility and consider applying.

APPLY NOW

APPLY NOW 

Benefits of taking part in the programme
Once you complete A2B successfully, you will receive two offers from the University of 
Birmingham, the standard offer and a Pathways to Birmingham offer. 

The Pathways to Birmingham offer is typically a reduction of up to two A level grades 
(e.g. BBB rather than AAB).

As well as the Pathways to Birmingham offer, you will also benefit from:
•Financial support
•Continued support and guidance from an experienced and dedicated A2B team
•Preparation for the transition from school to university study
•The opportunity to make new friends at a special induction event before you start 
university
•Becoming a Birmingham Scholar upon starting university
•Practice interviews for courses where relevant (Medicine, Dentistry, Social Work, 
Nursing, and Physiotherapy)

EXPLORE THE BENEFITS

EXPLORE THE BENEFITS

https://pathways.birmingham.ac.uk/users/apply.php?uob_pathway=A2B&_ga=2.221696984.155470827.1695986416-2118839626.1682605531
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/apply/pathways-to-birmingham/benefits
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/apply/pathways-to-birmingham/benefits
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LOCAL COLLEGE AND 
SIXTH FORM OPEN 

DAYS 

2025/26
CLICK ON THE LINK 
BELOW TO ACCESS 
INFORMATION ON 
UPCOMING OPEN 

DAYS.
FIND OUT MORE INFORMATION AND DATES HERE

FIND OUT MORE INFORMATION 
AND DATES HERE

https://www.birminghamcareersservice.co.uk/open-days/


https://www.birminghamcareersservice.co.uk/post-16-options/


https://www.birminghamcareersservice.co.uk/post-18-options/
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SEARCH FOR UNIVERSITY EVENTS,
 BROWSE ON DEMAND WEBINARS, 

ACCESS RESOURCES AND MUCH MORE

FIND OUT MORE HERE

FIND OUT 
MORE HERE

https://www.unitasterdays.com/




https://finder.futuresforall.org/
https://finder.futuresforall.org/
https://finder.futuresforall.org/


https://youtu.be/vqpN0KY41RQ
https://airtable.com/appgXnyzN5ZD9Iwk6/shrGJUAtigzZzDwTN
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https://www.springpod.com/virtual-work-experience/search
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Welcome to our work experience opportunities page – the 
perfect place to start your career journey! Explore the latest 

placements on offer from hundreds of employers across a wide 
range of industries.

Search for a specific employer or use the filters on the right to 
help you find online placements based on your age or the 

industry you’re interested in. Then simply click on the ‘Read 
more’ button to go through to our portal to apply.

FIND OUT MORE

https://www.speakersforschools.org/work-experience-opportunities/
https://www.speakersforschools.org/work-experience-opportunities/
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NCVO to close its Funding Central service and wind down Trusted Charity  programme

NCVO champions the voluntary sector 
and volunteering because they’re 
essential for a better society. We do this 
by connecting, representing and 
supporting voluntary organisations.

Volunteering can make a real difference to your own life and the lives of those 
around you. There are loads of ways to get involved and plenty of organisations 
that can help you find your dream role.
So how do you go about finding the right volunteering role for you? Here are 
three steps to follow:
1.Think about what interests or excites you.
This could be something you enjoyed doing before, or something completely new.
2.Think about what time or skills you can give.
With so many opportunities to choose from, it's a great idea to narrow down the 
choices by deciding what you're willing to give.
3.Get researching!
NCVO doesn't hold a list of roles, there are simply too many. But you can:

1. go to your local volunteer centre
2. search the internet
3. ask friends what they do
4. or check out one of the online opportunity finders below.

NCVO Volunteer Centre logo

https://d1lacx8hun6ljb.cloudfront.net/images/DoITLogo600px.png

CharityJob logo

Volunteering matters logo

Reach volunteering logo

Do it logo

https://www.ncvo.org.uk/ncvo-volunteering/i-want-to-volunteer
https://www.ncvo.org.uk/ncvo-volunteering/i-want-to-volunteer
https://www.ncvo.org.uk/ncvo-volunteering/i-want-to-volunteer
https://www.ncvo.org.uk/ncvo-volunteering/i-want-to-volunteer
https://www.ncvo.org.uk/ncvo-volunteering/i-want-to-volunteer
https://www.ncvo.org.uk/ncvo-volunteering/i-want-to-volunteer
https://www.ncvo.org.uk/ncvo-volunteering/i-want-to-volunteer






Volunteering | Voluntary Work | Volunteer Royal Voluntary Service

https://www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/
https://youtu.be/95-2PtnObWw
https://www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/volunteering/students-young-adults-volunteering/
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