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Choosing
A Levels

A quick guide


https://files.schudio.com/bishop-challoner-catholic-college/files/documents/sixth-form/Choosing_A_Levels_2020_-_4.pdf

Entry Requirements

The entry guidance below outlines the grades we expect students to have achieved to demonstrate their

suitability for the course.

If you narrowdy miss these grades, we will consider additional evidence on a case-by-case basis.

Subject Entry Requirements

Art & Design Minimum grade 6 in Art
Biology Minimum grade 7 in Biology OR
Minimum grade 77 in Combined Science
Minimum grade 6 in Mathematics
Business Minimum grade 6 in Business
Chemistry Minimum grade 7 in Chemistry OR
Minimum grade 77 in Combined Science
Minimum grade 6 in Mathematics
Computer Science Minimum grade 6 in Computing
Core Maths Minimum grade 5 in Mathematics
Economics Minimum grade 6 in English and Mathematics
English literature Minimum grade 6 in English
Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) Minimum of 5 GCSE’s grade 4 and above.
Students must manage their own time and meet deadlines.
French Minimum grade 6 in French
Further Maths Minimum grade 8 in Mathematics
Geography Minimum grade 6 in Geography
History Minimum grade 6 in History
Law Minimum grade 6 in English
Mathematics Minimum grade 7 in Mathematics
Media studies Minimum grade 6 in either of the following:
Media Studies
English Language or Literature
Either History or Geography
Philosophy and Ethics Minimum grade 6 in Religious Studies
Physical Education Minimum grade 6 in PE
Physics Minimum grade 7 in Physics OR
Minimum grade 77 in Combined Science
Minimum grade 7 in Mathematics
Psychology Minimum grade 6 in Biology, English and Mathematics OR
Minimum grade 65 in Combined Science
Sociology Minimum grade 6 in English Language or Literature
Level 3 Business Minimum of S GCSE’s at grade 4 and above
(ideally to include both English and Mathematics)
Level 3 Criminology Minimum grade 5 in English Language or Literature
Level 3 Health and Social Care Minimum of 5 GCSE’s at grade 4 and above
(ideally to include both English and Mathematics)
Level 3 Sport Minimum of 5 GCSE’s at grade 4 and above
(ideally to include both English and Mathematics)
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FSHAM COLLEGE

. -Lectures that Inspire
""" Autumn 2025


https://www.gresham.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2025-09/Leaflet autumn 2025_0.pdf

Time to Think ﬁ

The 2025-26 lecture programme has arrived! Journey
from Al and ancient politics to the maths and music of
nature, photography, and modern China. This year's
free lectures explore society, science, beliefs, and the
universe. Plus, enjoy the inaugural series from our new
Professors of IT, Business, and the Environment.

Visit our website to register, view our full annual
programme, or watch lectures from our back catalogue
of over 3,500 videos.

Find us at: www.gresham.ac.uk
enquiries@gresham.ac.uk 2
020 7831 0575

SUPPORTING GRESHAM COLLEGE

| am honoured to uphold the legacy of the
oldest chair of mathematics, and a position
of deep respect within the mathematical
community. Public lectures allow usto bring
the beauty and rigour of maths to everyone,
enhancing understanding and inspiring new
generations. | encourage you to support
our mission to keep these lectures free and

accessible to all by donating today.”
Alain Goriely

Gresham Professor of Geometry

DONATETODAY!

gres.hm/donation

Reg.Charity no. 1039562


https://www.gresham.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2025-09/Leaflet autumn 2025_0.pdf

Aston University

Student Recruitment and Outreach activities for post-16 students

Student Recruitment and

Outreach
Activities for post-16 students

v . s Courses v Studentlifes Researchv For Businesses
Aston University

Aston University’s post-16 programme provides sixth form and college students, as well as
offering fantastic opportunities for students to discover more about studying a particular
subject at university.

Subject-specific activities

v College of Business and Social Sciences

<

College of Engineering and Physical Science

<

College of Health and Life Sciences

<

Pathways to the Professions

v 'Thriving in Student Life: A Well-being Webinar'
[No Title]

Other Activities

<

Visit Us On Campus

<

Advice and Guidance

<

Open Days

<

UniBuddy

FIND OUT MORE AND APPLY HERE



https://www.aston.ac.uk/sro/post16
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BIRMINGHAM CITY
University

SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES VIRTUAL HUB

We have created a range of resources for you to help
you explore the world of Higher Education. From
videos to how to guides, there’s something for
everyone and you can use these resources to support
you with your choices about your future. These
resources will help you from the beginning of your
journey, when you are just starting to think about
university through to preparing yourself for the
move. These can be done at home individually and
you can share them with your teachers and advisers.
Our aim is to provide you with a range of useful
information and activities to help you with making
decisions about your future.



https://www.bcu.ac.uk/about-us/schools-and-colleges/resources-hub

NATIONAL
SATURDAY

Young people across the country are spending Saturday mornings at

their local university, college or museum discovering subjects they love.
Saturday Clubs are open to 13-16-year-olds of all abilities and are free to

attend.

Joining the National Saturday Club is a unique opportunity to learn new
skills, discover talents, meet new people, and find out more about further
education, higher education and rewarding careers.

Find your local Club — Apply to join

FIND YOUR
LOCAL CLUB

FIND A CLUB

NATIONAL
SATURDAY
CLUB
/ NORTHERN
IRELAND
o
Ireland
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Dublin
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https://saturday-club.org/map/
https://saturday-club.org/map/
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Openl_earn

The Open

Un

Everything on the multi-award winning Ope STATEN\

Search over 1000 free courses, interactives, videos and more ...

v

Get inspired and learn something new today

You can use OpenlLearn to

= o R9= =D

Study free courses Earn while you learn For Study For Work
From 1 to 100 hours of learning - Eam a free digital badge or Improve your study skills and get Boost your employability skills and
discover hundreds of free courses Statement of Participation as acquainted with student life with find useful resources to help you
to inspire and inform everyone. evidence of your learning to share our expertly created courses and with your life outside of work.
with employers, friends and family. resources.

Find out more > For Study > For Work >

Pick a subject and start learning

I Money & Business > I Education & Development > I Health, Sports & Psychology >
I History & The Arts > I Languages > I Nature & Environment >
I Science, Maths & Technology » I Society, Politics & Law > I Digital & Computing >

Sign-up now for free >

12


https://www.open.edu/openlearn/
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/
https://www.open.ac.uk/account/createaccount?URL=https://www.open.edu/openlearn/

Access to Birmingham

The Access to Birmingham (A2B) programme helps University of Birniingham
applicants with little or no higher education experience to explore what studying at
university involves.

The University of Birmingham has a long history of welcoming students from a wide
variety of social and cultural backgrounds. We were one of the first universities to
set up a fair access scheme for local students in 2000 and are proud to be able to
offer you the support of our A2B scheme if you are studying at one of our partner
institutions.

Apply to A2B

Applications for the 2025/26 A2B scheme are open until 13 November 2025 for
Medicine and Dentistry and 12 February 2026 fir all other applicants.
Completing the programme will bring you a range of benefits including an
alternative offer and funding. We encourage you to explore our programme
information and eligibility and consider applying.

APPLY NOW

Benefits of taking part in the programme
Once you complete A2B successfully, you will receive two offers from the University of
Birmingham, the standard offer and a Pathways to Birmingham offer.

The Pathways to Birmingham offer is typically a reduction of up to two A level grades
(e.g. BBB rather than AAB).

As well as the Pathways to Birmingham offer, you will also benefit from:

*Financial support

*Continued support and guidance from an experienced and dedicated A2B team
*Preparation for the transition from school to university study

*The opportunity to make new friends at a special induction event before you start
university

*Becoming a Birmingham Scholar upon starting university

*Practice interviews for courses where relevant (Medicine, Dentistry, Social Work,
Nursing, and Physiotherapy)

EXPLORE THE BENEFITS


https://pathways.birmingham.ac.uk/users/apply.php?uob_pathway=A2B&_ga=2.221696984.155470827.1695986416-2118839626.1682605531
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/apply/pathways-to-birmingham/benefits
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/apply/pathways-to-birmingham/benefits

Routes to the
Professions

Routes to the Professions (R2P) is for Year 12 students looking to get a
real insight into university study.

The programme gives you tailored support throughout the university
application process. It focuses on courses and careers in Dentistry,
Engineering, Law, Medicine, Nursing, Pharmacy, Physiotherapy, and
Social Work.

Applying to R2P

Applications for R2P 2026 are now open and are expected to close on 3
November 2025.

You must meet specific academic criteria to be eligible for this
programme, so please read the information below before submitting an
application.

Eligibility criteria

R2P is suitable for Year 12 students who have a strong commitment to
study at the University of Birmingham and who are studying relevant
qualifications for accessing degree programmes here.

To take part in the R2P programme in 2026 you must:

*Be currently in Year 12 (and have not taken a gap year)

*Be attending a Pathways to Birmingham partner school in the wider
West Midlands area

*Meet the Pathways to Birmingham criteria and the academic criteria

for your stream.



https://pathways.birmingham.ac.uk/users/apply.php?uob_pathway=R2P
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/apply/pathways-to-birmingham/eligibility-criteria
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/apply/pathways-to-birmingham/eligibility-criteria
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/apply/pathways-to-birmingham/eligibility-criteria
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/apply/pathways-to-birmingham/eligibility-criteria

FIND OUT MORE INFORMATION
AND DATES HERE



https://www.birminghamcareersservice.co.uk/open-days/

BIRMINGHAM
CAREERS SERVICE

guiding young people

Entry Level Jobs CV
Example

BIRMINGHAM
CAREERS SERVICE

nformation for Parents
and Carers

T
/L

How to Open a Bank
Account

Mental Health Support for

Young People

Year 10 Career Planning

Career Planning Calendar
(EHCP)

(EHCP)

Interview Hints and Tips

Everything you need to

Get your National
know about T Levels

Insurance Number

BIRMINGHAM
CAREERS SERVICE
fuidng yurg ceace |

é94

)

{ 2 63 5

& -~ 0
4007

Options Year Career

Preparing for a College or
Planning

Training Interview

Holiday Work for Young
People

What is a Careers
Guidance Meeting

Applying for
Apprenticeships

Support for Young or
Expectant Parents



https://www.birminghamcareersservice.co.uk/publications/
https://www.birminghamcareersservice.co.uk/publications/

A, ADVICE
&aF AcuiDancE
a8 DICATION
 \PPRENTICESHIPS ¢
o JOBS

VISIT US

If you are a young person aged 16-19 (up
to 25 for those with additional needs) and
not in Education, Employment or Training
and need help with your career choices,
you can visit our Careers Advisers for a
one-to-one guidance session.

THE LIBRARY OF
BIRMINGHAM

More info

GAREERS ADVIGE FOR YOUNG
PEOPLE

If you are aged 16-19 (up to 25 for those with additional needs) and not in Education, Employment or Training you can now visit ou
fully qualified Careers Advisers at The Library of Birmingham where we can help you with career choices, apprenticeships, training,
jobs and education choices. Book using our online form today!

BOOK NOW



https://www.birminghamcareersservice.co.uk/
https://outlook.office365.com/book/LibraryofBirminghamCareersInterview@birminghamcitycouncil.onmicrosoft.com/?ismsaljsauthenabled=true
https://www.birminghamcareersservice.co.uk/libraryofbirmingham/



https://www.birminghamcareersservice.co.uk/post-16-options/
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https://www.birminghamcareersservice.co.uk/post-18-options/

UniTasterDays

How can UniTasterDays help
with your university decisions? )

SEARCH FOR UNIVERSITY EVENTS,
BROWSE ON DEMAND WEBINARS,
ACCESS RESOURCES AND MUCH MORE

FIND OUT
MORE HERE


https://www.unitasterdays.com/

YR10 WORK
EXPERIENCE 2026
DATES

IMPORTANT DATES AND ACTIONS
FOR STUDENTS

WHEN IS WEX WEEK?

MONDAY 29TH JUNE - FRIDAY 3RD JULY 2026
(5 DAYS)

HAND IN YOUR COMPLETED
MEDICAL FORM

ASAP BUT NO LATER THANM FRIDAY
24™ OCTOBER 2025

EMAIL/PHONE/VISIT EMPLOYERS
REQUESTING A WORK PLACEMENT

ASAP BUT NO LATER THAN FRIDAY
19™ DECEMBER 2025

e

4k FINAL DEADLINE FOR NOTIFYING
Ry ol MRS NEWTON OF YOUR PLACEMENT

,ﬁ FRIDAY 27™ MARCH 2026

ANY QUESTIONS? ...... SEE MRS NEWTON



FUTURES FORALL

Work Experience Finder

1 Discover work experience

I
I t S ea Sy to Browse, search and filter our opportunities to find what

SUits you.

get Sta rted 2 Register, sign in and apply

To apply, you need an account - it's quick, free and

simple to sign up.

3 Application review and decision

Once your application has been submitted your teacher
will review it before it's sent to the employer who will let

you know if you're successful!

Browse by industry Browse by subject Browse by closing soon View all opportunities



https://finder.futuresforall.org/
https://finder.futuresforall.org/
https://finder.futuresforall.org/

WORK EXPERIENCE
(WEX)

If you're a student with aspirations of becoming a doctor, then
the Medic Mentor Virtual Work Experience Programme is an
incredible opportunity that you won't want to miss. Developed in
partnership with the University Hospital Birmingham NHS

Foundation Trust, this programme provides a comprehensive and
immersive virtual experience that will give you a real insight into
the world of medicine.

All you need to do is attend a Get Into Medicine conference to
start accessing the Virtual Work Experience straight away!

SIGN UP HERE SPEAK TO DOCTORS

@ Virtual Medical Work Experience a StudentsReview D

VIRTUAL
WORK
EXPERIENCE » . -

a Students Review

—
~—

s

Watch on (£ Youlube S

pu— ~ -


https://youtu.be/vqpN0KY41RQ
https://airtable.com/appgXnyzN5ZD9Iwk6/shrGJUAtigzZzDwTN

VO
PROMOTED

A Future Connected:
Virtual Work Experience

©- 5 e
with CityFibre
CITYFIBRE

NEW! VIRTUAL START NOW

Planning, Design, Installation and Support
Roles with CityFibre

Siemens: Early Careers
SIEMENS

VIRTUAL

START NOW

Start your journey with Siemens’ early career
pathways.

PROMOTED

R MOORE Kimgsion St

Women in Accounting:
Moore Kingston Smith
«—-—  Work Experience

MOORE KINGSTON SMITH GROUP
SERVICES

VIRTUAL-TO-REALITY COMING SOON

® Eligibility criteria

Looking to build a meaningful future?
Discover exciting career opportunities in
accounting, business advisory, and more...

Q. Try searching for subjects, companies, or industries

PROMOTED

Healthcare Science
LZ8 careers: Virtual Work
England Experience with NHSE

London
NHS ENGLAND

VIRTUAL-TO-REALITY  START NOW

Explore Healthcare Science Careers with NHS

England!

. PROMOTED

Aviation and Aerospace:

Spaceport Licence
CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY

b

VIRTUAL-TO-REALITY  SPRINT

Overview Space - the final frontier, now
closer in reach than ever before. Companies
worldwide are looking to the skies with the...

HR Work Experience with
CIPD

CHARTERED INSTITUTE OF PERSONNEL
AND DEVELOPMENT

CIPD

VIRTUAL  START NOW

The world of HR awaits you! Learn the role of
HR, explore career opportunities, and note
down our top tips to succeed!

START NOW

FILTERS 3=

PROMOTED

Digital Careers in Health
¢\ and Care with
‘U’ Staffordshire and Stoke-...

STAFFORDSHIRE AND STOKE-ON-TRENT
ICs

VIRTUAL  START NOW

Discover the Digital Side of Health and Care
with Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent ICS!

Lift Off - with the Civil
Aviation Authority

CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY

VIRTUAL-TO-REALITY  START NOW

Virtual work experience in aviation &

aerospace regulation. Live talks with industry

experts, quizzes & activities to explore...

Accountancy and
Advisory Services

MOORE KINGSTON SMITH GROUP
SERVICES

VIRTUAL  START NOW

Ready for a future that counts? Check out
exciting career opportunities in accounting,
business advisory services and beyond wit..

e

amazon  AMAZON

Amazon TV Production
Work Experience

Apply in 30 seconds >

@ Building Your Future
Ju

START NOW

VIRTUAL

Discover the ins and outs of real estate
alongside two industry giants - JLL and
Meta.

- I -
PROMOTED

AtkinsRéalis Virtual Work
s EXPErience programme

ATKINS REALIS

NEW! VIRTUAL START NOW

AtkinsRéalis is a world-leading firm. With a
team of visionaries at the helm, they help
change the world. Want to join them?



https://www.springpod.com/virtual-work-experience/search

Work Experience

Welcome to our work experience opportunities page — the
perfect place to start your career journey! Explore the latest
placements on offer from hundreds of employers across a wide
range of industries.

Search for a specific employer or use the filters on the right to
help you find online placements based on your age or the
industry you’re interested in. Then simply click on the ‘Read
more’ button to go through to our portal to apply.

Work Experience



https://www.speakersforschools.org/work-experience-opportunities/
https://www.speakersforschools.org/work-experience-opportunities/

VOLUNTEER

There are countless opportunities to get involved and support
your local community, and it can start with
volunteering! Volunteering is giving your time freely to benefit
others or the environment, and it's a rewarding way to get
involved.

From sports and physical activities to youth work, befriending,
research, conservation, and so much more, charities, voluntary,
and community groups across the city offer amazing
opportunities for you to make a difference.

Volunteering is not only a chance to support local people and
causes —it’s a fantastic way to meet new people, try something
new, develop valuable skills, and be part of something


https://www.bvsc.org/volunteer-brum

©
3-\
§Q NCVO champions the voluntary sector
\k‘.
S
~

BT and volunteering because they’re
A essential for a better society. We do this
o8

by connecting, representing and
supporting voluntary organisations.

NcYo

Volunteering can make a real difference to your own life and the lives of those
around you. There are loads of ways to get involved and plenty of organisations
that can help you find your dream role.
So how do you go about finding the right volunteering role for you? Here are
three steps to follow:
1.Think about what interests or excites you.
This could be something you enjoyed doing before, or something completely new.
2.Think about what time or skills you can give.
With so many opportunities to choose from, it's a great idea to narrow down the
choices by deciding what you're willing to give.
3.Get researching!
NCVO doesn't hold a list of roles, there are simply too many. But you can:

1. go toyour local volunteer centre

2. search the internet

3. ask friends what they do

4. or check out one of the online opportunity finders below.

/ Volunteer )

VOLUNTEERING >MATTERS

Reach

HOWCHARITIESWORK ¢ Volunteering


https://www.ncvo.org.uk/ncvo-volunteering/i-want-to-volunteer
https://www.ncvo.org.uk/ncvo-volunteering/i-want-to-volunteer
https://www.ncvo.org.uk/ncvo-volunteering/i-want-to-volunteer
https://www.ncvo.org.uk/ncvo-volunteering/i-want-to-volunteer
https://www.ncvo.org.uk/ncvo-volunteering/i-want-to-volunteer
https://www.ncvo.org.uk/ncvo-volunteering/i-want-to-volunteer
https://www.ncvo.org.uk/ncvo-volunteering/i-want-to-volunteer

W wen INHS |

CAN TR
foGETvaR £ ngland

Inspiring Young Minds

Opportunities to explore health and healthcare
careers through Volunteering for Health

Are you between the age of
14-21 and live in Birmingham?

Get involved by taking part in exciting micro-projects
over the next 18 months during school holidays.

These opportunities are part of a national programme
called Volunteering for Health.

Each 'micro-volunteering' opportunity will be sponsored
by a unique clinical area of health. Some projects will be
just a few hours long. Some will take place over several
days or weeks, They are all different,

Video creation for showcasing Community Research by Young Peopie,
Immunisation and Vaccination campaign and Anger Management/Hand

Injuries prevention
[Serminghom Community MeORNCane M-S FoLrdation Trust and BEmingharm Women's & Chilanens NHS Trust)

Co-designed youth programmes in schools for young people
around Allied Health Profession roles
(ol Mermingharm NS Trusts)

Community Research for Lung Cancer Screening and Shisha Smoking
(Mdiond Metropoiton Universty Hospital ond Sirmingham City Councl Putake Health)

Co-designed ‘Girls Society’ projects in schools for enabling peer support

for women's health and relationships.
(Gereral Fracticos Doctors)

Community Research for Lung Cancer Screening and Shisha Smoking
(Mctond Metropoliton Universty Hospitar ond Sirmingham Clty Counal Pubsic Health)




Sign up to be invited to

each Volunteering for Health

|_ e INHS |
1 % TOGETHER  England

project as they become available on our online form.

https:/ [forms.office.com/e/TSSjiFqpLP

what some of our clinicians have said:

13

My colleagues and | were 80 IMpressed with what
the studenta had uncowvered about how onling
targeted marketing affects buying decisions of
young men who want to gain muscle mass, This
Will ehange the way | practice with teenagers ang
thert parents, | was thirlled they wete able to
kighliaht this (atent risk to |_-_-.¢.-\,_I alriciang, angd @
wirF able to et thern to preient their reasarch

(again) at & national meeting,

or "‘".:":.l Seiamna, General Pasdiatrician, Bwil

11

We were blown away by the young people's ingight
g o The Way In which we Interact with

people canirmpact dats eollpetion and influence
health rrequalities

Dawvrd Scoft, HFad -_-,-I' ":”E'I'?g-.' PrC Gl arnrme
Development, BwC

what our previous volunteers have Said:

By doing this volunteer project, it is really helpfil
for all of us to be able to give back to our

cormmunities and make people more aware of what

innneunis stions they are able to get and what's
happening to their body when they get vaccinated,

Blessing Karumyd (aged )

Term holiday programmes:

[Mo Title]
« Christmas 20

February half term 2026
31 March (Easter)

9 April (Easter)

28 May (half-term)

Summer Heliday dates:

» 30 July

6 August

13 August
20-21 August
27-28 August
3 September
30 October
31 December

| eannot strens enough how fantastic these
summer projects have been, hot only did | (eam
loads about being healthier, but | also got to know
lots of people in the NHS, P sven thinking about
& job a8 an allied Health Professional new, which |
rever knew about befiore

Abdur Rabhrmaan (aged 18)

NHS NHS|

#_# Birmingham and Solihull  Birmingham Women's Birmingham

and Children‘s Community Healthcare
MNHS Fowndaticn Trust MHS Foundatson Trust

Q"] Integrated Care System

Caring aboul healhar |ves
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