GEOGRAPHY

Is this the right subject for me?

GCSE Geography is a challenging GCSE so commitment and a real interest
in the subject are needed. The GCSE will give you the chance to get to grips
with some of the big questions which affect our world and understand the
forces and processes which shape and change the planet.

You will receive excellent learning opportunities from outstanding geography
teachers and first rate resources to help you achieve. The Geography
Department has been nationally recognised for its excellence in teaching and
learning by the Geographical Association and the Prince’s Teaching Institute.

What will I learn?

The world is always changing. We have decided that the specification that gives
you the best chance to learn about these changes is the AQA GCSE Geography
specification. Students will travel the world from their classroom, exploring case
studies in the United Kingdom, higher income countries, newly emerging economies
and lower income countries. Topics of study include climate change, poverty,
deprivation, global shifts in economic power and the challenge of sustainable resource
use. Students are also encouraged to understand their role in society, by considering
different viewpoints, values and attitudes. The subject content is split into four areas:

Challenges in the Human
Environment

This unit is concerned with human
processes, systems and outcomes and
how these change both spatially and
temporally. They are studied in a
variety of places at various states of
development. The aims of this unit are to
develop an understanding of the factors
that produce a diverse variety of human
environments; the dynamic nature of
these environments that change over
time and place; the need for sustainable
management; and the areas of current
and future challenge and opportunity for
these environments. The topics studied in
this unit are Urban Issues and Challenges,
The Changing Economic World and The
Challenge of Resource Management.
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CASE STUDY




Fieldwork
Students will undertake two geographical enquiries, each of which will include the use
of primary data, collected as part of a fieldwork exercise. The two enquiries will be
CASE STUD carried out in contrasting environments and show an understanding of both physical and
human geography. In at least one of the enquiries students will show an understanding
about the interaction between physical and human geography. There is no controlled
assessment of this fieldwork; students will be examined on their fieldwork experiences
and findings in Paper 3.

Geographical $kills

Students are required to develop and demonstrate a range of geographical skills,
including map, graphical, numerical and statistical skills. Skills will be assessed in all
three written exams.

What do | need to know, or be able to do, before taking this course?

You will have learned a number of geographical skills and a body of geographical
knowledge and understanding at Key Stage 3. These will be developed further during
the GCSE course to give you a deeper understanding of the world. Your previous study
of geography will have helped prepare you to think like a geographer.

What can I do after I’ve completed the course?

Geography really is an education for life. Employers and universities value
the broad range of transferable skills that geography delivers. A GCSE in
Geography is excellent preparation for a career in a vast number of areas which
includes economics, planning, resource management, tourism, environmental
management, development, law, geo engineering, finance, geology, energy,
research and education. Geography is a very well regarded academic subject,
where you will gain many transferrable skills that can be used throughout your
careers.

Have a look at some of the things we have done this

year on our twitter page:s ©BCGeogDept

For further information contact:
Your subject teacher or Mr Mulling
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