Please see below a prayer for today Thursday March 26

Prayer of Pope Francis During the Coronavirus Pandemic

O Mary,
you always shine on our path
as a sign of salvation and of hope.

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm.
You, Salvation of the Roman People,
know what we need,
and we are sure you will provide
so that, as in Cana of Galilee,
we may return to joy and to feasting
after this time of trial.

Help us, Mother of Divine Love,
to conform to the will of the Father
and to do as we are told by Jesus,
who has taken upon himself our sufferings
and carried our sorrows
to lead us, through the cross,
to the joy of the resurrection. Amen.

Please see below the Gospel for today

From the Gospel according to John
JN 5:31-47

Jesus said to the Jews:

“If I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is not true.
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But there is another who testifies on my behalf,

and | know that the testimony he gives on my behalf is true.
You sent emissaries to John, and he testified to the truth.

| do not accept human testimony,

but | say this so that you may be saved.

He was a burning and shining lamp,

and for a while you were content to rejoice in his light.

But I have testimony greater than John’s.

The works that the Father gave me to accomplish,

these works that | perform testify on my behalf

that the Father has sent me.

Moreover, the Father who sent me has testified on my behalf.
But you have never heard his voice nor seen his form,

and you do not have his word remaining in you,

because you do not believe in the one whom he has sent.
You search the Scriptures,

because you think you have eternal life through them;

even they testify on my behalf.

But you do not want to come to me to have life.

“I do not accept human praise;

moreover, | know that you do not have the love of God in you.
| came in the name of my Father,

but you do not accept me;

yet if another comes in his own name,

you will accept him.

How can you believe, when you accept praise from one another
and do not seek the praise that comes from the only God?
Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father:

the one who will accuse you is Moses,

in whom you have placed your hope.

For if you had believed Moses,

you would have believed me,

because he wrote about me.

But if you do not believe his writings,

how will you believe my words?”



Please see below a personal reflection on today’s Gospel.

“The works that the Father gave me to accomplish, these works that | perform
testify on my behalf that the Father has sent me.” John 5:36

The works performed by Jesus offer testimony to His mission given Him by the
Father in Heaven. Understanding this will help us to embrace our own mission in
life.

First of all, let’s look at the fact that Jesus’ works offered testimony. In other words,
His works spoke a message to others about who He was. The witness of His actions
revealed His very essence and His union with the will of the Father.

So this begs the question, “Which works offered this testimony?” One might
immediately conclude that the works Jesus was speaking of were His

miracles. When people witnessed the miracles He performed they would have been
convinced that He was sent from the Father in Heaven. Right? Not really. The fact
of the matter is that there were many who saw Jesus perform miracles and remained
stubborn, refusing to accept His miracles as proof of His divinity.

Though His miracles were extraordinary and were signs to those who were willing to
believe, the most profound “work” that He performed was that of His humble and
genuine love. Jesus was genuine, honest and pure of heart. He exuded every virtue
one could have. Therefore, the testimony that His ordinary actions of love, care,
concern and teaching gave were what would have won over many hearts first and
foremost. In fact, for those who were open, His miracles were, in a sense, only icing
on the cake. The “cake” was His genuine presence revealing the mercy of the
Father.

You cannot perform miracles from God (unless you were given an extraordinary
charism to do so), but you can act as a witness to the Truth and share the Heart of
the Father in Heaven if you humbly seek to be pure of heart and allow the Heart of
the Father in Heaven to shine through you in your daily actions. Even the smallest
action of genuine love speaks volumes to others.

Reflect, today, upon your call to give testimony to the Father in Heaven. You are
called to share the love of the Father with everyone you meet. If you embrace this
mission, in great and small ways, the Gospel will be made manifest to others through
you, and the will of the Father will be more fully accomplished in our world.

A personal prayer from today’s Gospel

Lord, | pray that | act as a witness to the love flowing from Your Heart. Give me the grace to
be real, genuine and sincere. Help me to become a pure instrument of Your merciful Heart
so that all my works will give testimony to Your mercy. Jesus, | trust in You.
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