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OVER the last 18 months we
have continued to achieve our
mission targets of helping others
to help themselves by identifying
families with children with dis-
abilities who live in extreme
poverty in the bushlands of
rural eastern Uganda. 
Our local team has worked tire-

lessly in the community and regu-
larly reported back with compre-
hensive reports while our UK team
had to remain at home.
None of our usual fundraising

events were possible during lock-
down so we had to think again.
How about a virtual walk to Kumi
in Uganda – more than 6,000 miles
– with a target of £6,000? 
We decided to aim high and, with

a few friends keen to join in, set
out on May 1, adding up our

weekly miles which were dili-
gently recorded. 
We ‘walked’ from England to

France, Tunisia, Libya and into
Egypt where we walked up the
banks of the Nile and into Sudan
and South Sudan until we reached
Uganda and Kumi Hospital. We had
many taggers-on as the weeks
passed and, by the end of August,
our total miles exceeded 15,000
with more than £7,000 raised.
Enough miles to get us there and

back!
We had pledged the funds raised

to pay for 35 surgeries for young-
sters with gluteal fibrosis, a condi-
tion caused by repeated injections
of quinine administered in the
treatment of malaria. It’s only seen
in very few areas globally. 
A severe drought led to failure of

the crops which the peasants rely
on for survival and COVID-19

caused a steep rise in food prices.
People went hungry and many lit-
tle ones suffered from malnutri-
tion, so we sent out emergency
funds so our families could have
the basic food stuffs as well as
soap. We also provided Kumi Hos-
pital with two oxygen concentra-
tors, two suction machines and the
necessary masks, sanitisers and
hand washing facilities for each
ward and department. 
In October a container was filled

with 150 wheelchairs and many
mobility aids which are to be dis-
tributed in February to the many
people in need. We sincerely hope
to be able travel to Uganda by then
but, if not, the distribution will
take place virtually by our experi-
enced hospital team. 
Twenty refurbished sewing ma-

chines are included in the consign-
ment as we plan to set up a

tailoring centre for those with a
disability or the parents of such a
child. When they are proficient,
they will be given a sewing ma-
chine and basics such as materials,
threads and scissors to start off a
small business which will enable
them to support their families. A
tailor with a disability has been
identified to lead the course, thus
helping others to help themselves.
Please pray for these people

whose living conditions are harsh.
You can also follow us on 

Facebook by searching for 
kumicommunityfoundationuganda
or find out more about our work at
kumicommunityfoundation.co.uk.
At our website you can also make
a donation to help us continue our
work or sign up to the Give As You
Live scheme, a free way for sup-
porters to raise funds for charities
through their grocery shopping.

PAYING for your own ministry
training as well as devoting the
time and study to prepare for
church leadership is a new di-
mension of developing church
growth these days.
To help Fiona meet the cost of

training to lead the church com-
munity, an ecumenical group of
hikers, including Holy Family St
Mary’s parishioner Susan Atkin-
son, completed a sponsored
walk from Hartlepool’s Headland
to Whitby in 2020.
This year Fiona decided to take

on another walking challenge
and the ever-willing Jackie
Buckle joined her from Melrose
to Holy Island.
“Fiona, our minister in training

at Headland Baptist Church, and
I completed St Cuthbert’s Way, a

route linking places associated
with the life of St Cuthbert,” said
Jackie. 
“Inspired by the efforts of our

walking group, Fiona decided to
do a sponsored walk herself this
time and asked me to go along
with her to keep her on track! 

“We decided that we would
walk the Way as a pilgrimage, a
journey with a purpose – to raise
further funds for Fiona’s training,
but also to enjoy God’s creation
and to seek and be aware of 
His presence with us on the jour-
ney.
“There were more challenging

climbs than we had expected
over the Eildon Hills in Scotland
and the Cheviots in Northumber-
land, but we were well rewarded
with spectacular views across the

countryside. 
“There was plenty of laughter,

some interesting encounters and
much unexpected kindness. 
“As a minister in training Fiona

kept us very prayerful, and we
felt blessed by God throughout. A
highlight for both of us was our
barefoot walk across the sands
to Holy Island following the Pil-
grim’s Route on the last day. 
“We had to be up at 6am to

catch the tide to ensure a safe
crossing but were spurred on by
a wonderful sunrise.
“People’s generosity in spon-

soring us has been overwhelm-
ing.”
Readers who would like to do-

nate to Fiona’s training costs can
contact Jackie at jackie.buckle@
ntlworld.com 

Through Hartlepool Churches Together John Bailey learned about an initiative
by Jackie Buckle, a lay member of Headland Baptist Church, Hartlepool, to
solve the funding challenge that ministers face while training. In late summer
Jackie joined her church minister Fiona Preston for a 62-mile fundraising hike
along St Cuthbert’s Way to Holy Island...

q Jackie and Fiona check their route on a noticeboard along St Cuthbert’s
Way.

Fiona and Jackie’s inspiring journey

q From left: A grateful girl with her food parcel and soap bars. Sr Christine washing
her hands outside the ward. Omatum Godfrey, who has gluteal fibrosis. Patient
Aboote.

by Elspeth Robinson

Life-changing work continues
at Kumi thanks to your support
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ALEX Greenwood, the first
Northern Cross Kickstart grad-
uate, has successfully launched
his own one-man business.
The official launch of Alex’s IT

and gardening enterprise captured
the idea perfectly aboard motor
vessel Watchful in Hartlepool Ma-
rina on Thursday, October 14.
The occasion also marked the end

of a positive six months of work
experience and training Alex had
undertaken when employed by the
paper using the Government’s
Kickstart programme.
There to see the new enterprise

safely off the slipway were North-
ern Cross board member Philip
Smith and business advisor and
Kickstart coach Michael Piercy. 
Since late spring Michael has

helped to pilot Alex through a
sharp learning curve of understand-
ing how to help older readers ac-
cess Northern Cross using online
technology and become proficient
with software challenges.
All-rounder Alex was also soon

helping to sort out computer hic-
cups for the paper’s own staff and
board, and quickly became a pop-
ular and sought-after visitor round
the North East as well as guest at
video conference board meetings.
Guests at the farewell and launch

party aboard Watchful included
David Tindall, a team leader for
Alex among Holy Family parish
stewards at St Joseph’s, Hartlepool,
during the corona pandemic, and
Alex’s mum Carol, a staff member

TEA, coffee and cake were served at The
English Martyrs Catholic School and
Sixth Form College when parents and
carers of the new intake of  Year 7 stu-
dents came together for a coffee morning
to raise money for Alice House Hospice. 
The coffee morning, held in the main

school hall on Friday, October 1, was run by
student representatives from each house
under the watchful eye of the house leaders. 
Staff and students at EMS are assigned to

houses where everyone can compete in var-
ious competitions and activities to earn
house points throughout the year. 
Students were invited to nominate a charity

close to their hearts to raise funds for this
year and chose Alice House Hospice. 
A heartfelt letter from a Year 7 student

brought everyone to tears when it was read
out – giving no doubt that the local Hartle-

pool charity would be the 2021 beneficiary. 
The coffee morning was a huge success,

raising a total of £849.74 which was added
to a pot which will be donated to the charity
in the summer term. 
Glenn McLintock, leader for St John Boste

House said: “On behalf of all the house lead-
ers I would like to thank the students, staff,
parents and carers who supported the coffee
morning. 
“It was a wonderful opportunity to wel-

come families of students to the community
of English Martyrs, something we have not
been able to do for such a long time. We are
overwhelmed by their generosity.” 
Janice Forbes, community fundraiser at

Alice House Hospice, who attended the
morning, said: “We are delighted to have
been chosen by the students of English Mar-
tyrs as their charity. I look forward to work-
ing with English Martyrs School throughout
the academic year.”

AT HOLY Rosary Catholic Academy
we have a well-established Mini Vin-
nies team, a group of young people
whose mission is to turn concern into
action, writes Mrs Lowe. 
Their focus is to help those here, near

and far away who are less fortunate than
ourselves. 
This term the children in Key Stage 2

were invited to apply in writing to Miss
Whalen, our RE co-ordinator, if they
wished to join. They needed to explain
why they thought they would make a
good Mini Vinnie, demonstrate that they
understood the responsibility they would

be accepting and give examples of how
they had helped others. 
On September 28 each new Mini Vinnie

was presented with a certificate and a
badge during the whole school worship.
Their mission has not long begun but

they have already created posters ask-
ing for food donations for our local food
bank. They read Matthew 25:35-40 fo-
cusing on: “For I was hungry and you
gave me food, I was thirsty and you
gave me drink,” an important message
which we can all apply to our daily lives. 
Well done children – you will make a

difference!

HOLY Family Catholic Primary
School in Darlington has secured
the Primary Science Quality
Mark to celebrate its commit-
ment to excellence in science
teaching and learning following
excellent work in science over
the past two years, writes Jenni-
fer Rutherford.
Deputy head teacher, Mark

Shield and Leanne Elgie, science
lead at Holy Family – which is part
of the Bishop Hogarth Catholic
Education Trust – led the project. 
“It’s been a great opportunity to

highlight the importance of science
in our curriculum and to inspire the
children,” they said. “They have re-
ally enjoyed experimenting and we
hope to encourage and build on this
enthusiasm in the years to come.”
The PSQM programme ensures

effective leadership of science, en-
ables schools to work together to
share good practice and is sup-
ported by professional develop-
ment led by local experts. 
“Schools which achieve PSQM

demonstrate commitment and ex-
pertise in science leadership, teach-

ing and learning.
Associate Professor Jane Turner,

PSQM national director said:
“There was never a more important
time for primary children to have
high-quality science education.
The coronavirus pandemic has
made everyone aware of the im-
pact of science on our daily lives. 
“Primary schools have an impor-

tant role to ensure that children un-
derstand how science works and
keeps us healthy and safe. The pro-
file and quality of science in each
awarded school is very high.”

Welcome to new Mini Vinnies

EMS fundraises for
Alice House Hospice

q EMS students at the coffee morning with charity mascot Alice Mouse.

by Steve Hope

Science
rules at
Holy
Family
Primary

q Jaw-dropping science – an experiment at Holy Family Primary.

qAlex, right, 
and his mum
Carol present
Michael Piercy
with cake and
wine to say 
thank you for 
his support.
They’re joined
by Phil Smith. 

qWell wishers
Michael Piercy,
David Tindall,
mum Carol
Greenwood,
Phil Smith 
and John 
and Maureen 
Bailey at Alex’s
business
launch and
farewell.

by John Bailey

Alex begins a new adventure

at St John Vianney primary school. 
Maureen Bailey, who had Alex

visit when he worked on under-
standing the computer software of
Hartlepool ‘street angels’, also
joined the launch.
Michael Piercy drafted a CV for

the business launch citing the work
Alex has completed. Backing the
thrust and wizardry of the work
has been Hartlepool IT entrepre-
neur Kris Middleton.
As a volunteer Alex had been

doing stalwart work stewarding at
the back of St Joseph’s, Hartle-
pool, during the pandemic. Then
the Government launched the
Kickstart scheme for 16 to 24-
year-olds.
“It can only be the action of the

Holy Spirit that brought different
threads of Catholic life together
such that the Northern Cross was
able to employ young Alex for six
month,” said Michael.
“Alex developed confidence,

used his initiative – especially in
the field of computer support – and
charmed all those he went out to
help under the Northern Cross
banner. With those achievements

under his belt he is now launching
his career running his own busi-
ness, continuing to offer support to
those who find computers diffi-
cult, but also doing a little garden-
ing here and there – a very good
balance to a lot of time in front of
a screen.”
There was a surprise for mentor

Michael – Alex had organised a
cake, card and a special bottle of
wine to wish him a very happy
birthday. He even made an im-
promptu speech. 
As Watchful rang to the sounds

of the birthday song, the vessel’s
catering chief Pauline Field rustled
up a sole candle for Michael to
blow out.
Alex backed his business launch

with a display ad in Northern
Cross. It brought an immediate re-
sponse – his first job to help tidy
and sort a Gateshead garden for
two of the paper’s readers.
Michael said: “We at Northern

Cross are not only grateful for 
his presence under Kickstart but
also anticipate substantial future
co-operation with Alex. Onwards
and up!”


