
  
 

 

BTPS News – Friday 17 July 2026 

From the Headteacher 

There will be a September special edition newsletter next week with all you will need for the new term, 
but for now plenty to glance over, be proud of, and get involved in if you would like to!  

Have a lovely weekend, 

Mr Chamberlin 

In this week’s newsletter:  
 Notices – Important Free School Meal Update 
 Learning Update – Bishop Tufnell Achieve Top Award  
 Community News – A huge menu of summer activities on offer 

Notices 

Farewell to the Class of 2026 – It was a joy to come together with the parents and families of the Year 
6 children today to congratulate the children on their achievements, their talents, and the people they 
are becoming. They leave with fond memories, strong friendships, and ready for all that is ahead of 
them. Their encouragement today was to ‘shine like stars’, bringing joy, and hope, and peace to the 
people around them in their secondary schools and beyond. 

 
A picture of our Year 6 children at their recent leavers service in Chichester 

Date Time Event 
Mon 20 July 3.20pm Charity ‘Guess the Bear’ by the PoP shop (50p) 
Tues 21 July 3.15/20pm School Closes for the Summer break 
Thurs 3 Sept 8.30am School Opens - New academic year begins 



  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School Reading Book Check Challenge – Please can we ask you to check in your house, car, under the 
sofa...the usual places!...for any school reading books to bring back into school. Thank you. 
 
Wraparound care final call for input – We continue to be in discussions with JC Sports and reviewing 
whether to bring our after-school club ‘in-house’. We have been successful in seeking funding to help 
to keep costs as low as possible if we do take over this provision. If you think you might be interested in 
using our after-school provision, we would love your input through this short questionnaire. No 
commitment, just helping us in our review. Thank you. 
 

Important Free School Meals Update - If your child currently receives FSM, their eligibility will be re-
checked by West Sussex County Council (WSCC) before the new school year. Households that no 
longer meet the criteria will not automatically continue to receive FSM, from the 1st September 2026. 

If you have previously applied for Free School Meals via the WSCC website and your details remain 
the same, you do not need to do anything else at the moment. If you have not previously applied, 
please apply by visiting https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/schools-
and-colleges/free-school-meals/ 

If your child will be in Years R, 1 or 2 in September then they will still be entitled to Universal Free 
School Meals, regardless of household income, this remains unchanged. However, if you think your 
child may qualify for targetted or expanded FSM then please do still apply using the link above. 
 

Attendance update – A bumpy ride with attendance since May half term, not helped by the heatwave 
at the end of June of course. The past week has some some excellent attendance in many classes so well 
done for commiting to seeing your child finish well this term and for resisting the temptation to take 



  
 

them out of school early to go on holiday. We are making some further changes to our staffing to be 
able to engage more promptly with families where attendance is not on track in the hope we can start 
to move our school’s approach to attendance forward and seeing all our children given the best chance 
to succeed. More details in September. 

Congratulations to Sanderling class for top attendance this week. The Year 5 children also enjoyed their 
beach trip last week as the attendance winners last half term! A special mention to the Boat House Cafe 
who kindly provided the children with ice creams for just a few pence each. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Year 5 Attendance Reward at the Beach 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parent Survey – We will now be sharing the parent survey information and the school’s actions in 
response to your feedback early on in September so that the information and actions are shared when 
it is most relevant and helpful. Thank you again for taking the time to share your feedback. 
 

Learning Updates 

Charity Guess the Name Challenge - As part of our big question in RE 
(Are words more important than actions?) the children in Year 3&4 
want to raise money for charity. We have chosen a charity linked to  
our topic, secrets of the rainforest, and have chosen Rainforest Trust UK￼. We would like to invite all 
children to come and try and guess the name of a special stuffed animal after school on Monday. We 
will be outside the POP shed. It will cost 50p for each name you want to guess (CASH ONLY) and we will 
announce the winner on Tuesday during our last worship together. In the event of multiple winners we 
will pick names from a hat. Good Luck. 

The Year 3&4 Team 

STEM Challenge at Chichester Free School – Three budding 
scientists recently attended a STEM challenge day at Chichester 
Free School. The children were excellent ambassadors of the 
school and enjoyed exploring some of the resources they can 
look forward to using when they go to secondary school. 



  
 

Bishop Tufnell Achieve Top Award – We are delighted to have been awarded the top recognition for the 
Sports provision at our school. The Platinum Sports Mark is reserved for those schools who can 
demonstrated excellence of provision and opportunity and it is a great credit to the children for their 
engagement and leadership, and particularly to Mrs Cook who has led this provision so passionately 
since January of this year. Come on Team Tufnell! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Community News 

 

HAF Bookings Live – If you are entitled to access the West Sussex Holiday Activity and Food (HAF) 
programme, bookings are now open via this link. More details can be found on their website: Holiday 
Activities and Food programme - West Sussex County Council 

                       



  
 

    

              



  
 

        

    



  
 

    

       

 

 


