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	HT1
Sep 

	Component 1
Section A - Basic skills in practical Drama






















Section B - Set Text – Blood Brothers









During the Mock Exams
November 2024

	· The social, cultural and historical context in which the performance texts studied are set
· The theatrical conventions of the period in which the performance texts studied were created.
Performance conventions
· Use of performance space and spatial relationships on stage
· Actor and audience configuration
· Relationships between performers and audience
· Design fundamentals such as scale, shape, colour, texture
· The design of props and the design of sets such as revolves, trucks, projection, multimedia, pyrotechnics, smoke machines, flying
· The design of costume including hair and make-up
· The design of lighting such as direction, colour, intensity, special effects
· Focus on the AOs of: Describe, Explain, Analyse and Evaluate 
· Stage positioning:
· upstage (left, right, centre)
· downstage (left, right, centre)
· centre stage.
· staging configuration:
· theatre in the round
· proscenium arch
· thrust stage
· traverse
· end on staging
· promenade.
Roles:
· playwright
· performer
· understudy
· lighting designer
· sound designer
· set designer
· costume designer
· puppet designer
· technician
· director
· stage manager
· theatre manager.
Knowledge and understanding should cover:
· The activities each may undertake on a day-to-day basis
· The aspect(s) of the rehearsal/performance process each is accountable for (their contribution to the whole production being a success)
· Learn how to write about acting the parts of Mickey and Edward in two scenes from the play using physical and vocal terminology.
· The design of sound such as direction, amplification, music, sound effects both live and recorded
	How to use a full range of improvisation skills such as action and reaction to develop a believable improvisation for the theme:  Hopes and Aspirations
Consider:
1. Gender inequality
2. Racial prejudice
3. Domestic 
4. Poverty and unemployment
5. Freedom and escapism.
6. Reality versus fantasy.
7. What are the pitfalls standing in your way to success?


Learn about set design, lighting and sound.




Social class
Gender Roles
Poverty 
Education
1960s, 1970s and 1980s trends in fashion and costume for Blood Brothers, plot, themes, how to use physical and vocal skills to develop meaningful characters on stage. 

STEM Answers for acting and technical examination questions.

To write a set design response (4 marks) for Blood Brothers focusing on Mickey or Edward.
To write an 8 mark question based on two lines from either the first meeting or the end scene between Mickey and Edward.
To write a 12 mark question about the relationship between Mickey and Edward in a specific extract from the play.

· Discuss playing the female roles in Blood Brothers (Mrs Lyons, Mrs Johnstone and Linda)
· Technical focus:  Costume design from 60s-80s.
· In pairs, students act out the roles of Mrs Johnstone and Mrs Lyons in two scenes (Baby scene and knife scene)
· They make notes on the physical and vocal skills used to perform each role



	Improvisation based on the theme: Goals and Aspirations for the future. Students create a group piece to explore verbatim stories about their hopes and aspirations for the future and career. They perform in front of the class.
Baseline Assessment: 
W.B: 11th September 2024

Written Assessment 1 – Slow Writing/Literacy/Stand and Speak

Write about 1-3 rehearsals and describe and explain what you did to prepare the piece for an audience.  Describe and explain what you changed and why?  Evaluate and analyse the success of your improvisation, what would you do differently if you had another chance to perform it in front of an audience (aim for 600 words)

Flash mark – Students mark each other’s work and identify clearly examples of AOs (Describe, Explain, Analyse and Evaluate) Set targets for improvement/development.


Year 9 needed for Open Evening on Thursday 26th September 2024. Give out letters asap.



Weekly Assessments (multiple choice) to revisit and recap terminology for the technical aspects of Drama such as set design, lighting and sound.


Read and perform Blood Brothers using practical lessons.
Aim to finish the play by (TBC)


Practical Assessment – In pairs, students rehearse one of the the two scenes from Blood Brothers involving two actors. Focus on Mickey and Edward’s first meeting and the end scene.  Assessment is purely based on acting and not written work for this assessment. The pairs perform one extract from Blood Brothers.

Assessment: W.B: 18h October 2024







Written Timed Assessment using STEM answers for 4, 8 and 12 mark questions.
Focus: Set Design and Acting
Key scenes to cover: First Meeting, End scene, school scenes, police scene – focus on the relationship between Mickey and Edward.
Assessment Deadline: Friday 22nd November 2024 (45 mins)

Flashmarking to be used





Respond to targets set during flash marking and redraft Mickey and Edward acting essay before Christmas holidays.
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-
Dec
	
	
	
	





	
	Topic of Study
	Key Skills for Teaching
	Knowledge
	Assessment/s

	HT3/4
Jan 
-
Mar
	Component 3 – (Scripted Assessment -monologue or duologue)
	· To develop believable acting performances of both Mrs Johnstone and Mrs Lyons in the two specific scenes.
· Introduce method acting and Stanislavski.
· Watch live theatre
· Learn how to write a theatre review.
· Write a live theatre review based on the production seen.
	To perform two extracts from Blood Brothers.



	Practical Assessment – In pairs, students perform two scenes from Blood Brothers involving two actors. Focus on Mrs Lyons and Mrs Johnstone agreeing to give up her baby and the knife scene.  Assessment is purely based on acting and not written work for this assessment.

W.B: February 2025.

Watch live theatre and write a theatre review (TBC)
By 19th March, students write a 20 mark timed acting question for either Mrs Johnstone or Mrs Lyons.
Flashmarking to be used
Log on system when completed
	 

	HT5/6
Apr 
- 
Jul
	Component 2 – Devised Thematic.
 
	Students must develop their ability to:
· carry out research
· develop their own ideas
· collaborate with others
· rehearse, refine and amend their work in progress
· analyse and evaluate their own process of creating devised drama.
For assessment, students must produce an individual Devising log documenting their devising process and an analysis and evaluation of their contribution.
· Introduce DV8, Frantic Assembly and Paper Birds practitioners.

	Each student must choose to be assessed as a:
· Performer or
· Lighting designer or
· Sound designer or
· Set designer or
· Costume designer or
· puppet designer.

	April 2025 – Students are given a range of stimuli as a starting point for devising a 20 minute performance in May 2025
Practical Assessment – Devised piece 
Dramatise one of the poems from the English Poetry Anthology.  Choose from:
1. The Manhunt (Disconnected)
2. A Wife in London (Grenfell Tower)
3. Valentine (Toxic relationships)


Log on system when completed
Written Task once a week:
Teach lighting and puppets for Blood Brothers
Revisit Set design and costume for Blood Brothers

June 2025, Written Assessment (1 hour) Date TBC
Write about how you, as an actor, would play Mickey and/or Edward in four scenes from the play.

Act out the following scenes in class:

1. First meeting
2. University Scene
3. Teenage Scene
4. End Scene.

	





	
	
	



