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Art Policy
 

Blessed John Duckett School is a Catholic School and God’s love is at the centre of our community.  
 

We experience prayer and worship together, share and recognise pupils’ understanding and deepening of the Christian faith. 
 

By working together, we strive to meet the spiritual, pastoral and academic needs of our children and community.  
 

We demonstrate our love by caring for God’s world and the diverse people in it.  
 

We aim for respect, fairness and justice in all we do.  

 
 
 
 
 

Policy agreed by Staff Summer Term 2020           Signed    Mrs S. McQuiggin    Headteacher 

 

Agreed by Governors Summer Term 2020            Signed    Mrs E. McGurk                Chair of Governors 

 

To be reviewed Summer Term 2022 
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Blessed John Duckett RC Primary School  
 

 

 Art Policy 

Introduction 

At Blessed John Duckett we are committed to providing all children with learning 

opportunities to engage in art and design.  

Rationale 

The purpose of Art and Design education is to give pupils the skills, concepts and 

knowledge necessary for them to express their responses to ideas and experiences in a 
visual or tactile form. It fires their imagination and is a fundamental means of personal 
expression. While it is essentially a practical subject, art should provide opportunities for 

reflection and, with increasing sensitivity, pupils should acquire the ability to make 
informed, critical responses to their own work and that of others. There is great pleasure 

to be derived from Art and Design and, through deeper understanding; pupils can gain 
access to cultural richness and diversity. The appreciation and enjoyment of the visual 
arts enriches all our lives. 

Statement of Intent 

At Blessed John Duckett RC Primary School, it is our intention to provide an art and 

design curriculum: 

 That develops a love and appreciation of art, craft and design. 

 As Artists, Crafters and Designers, children will develop a bank of knowledge and 

skills that will give them the confidence to independently select techniques and 

ideas to produce creative and imaginative artwork that is a true expression of 

their talent and ideas.  

 Through sketchbook work, we want to give them the freedom to explore 

techniques and ideas to develop their own unique style of art by investigating and 

testing ideas.  

 Children will become confident and proficient in a variety of techniques including 

drawing, painting, sculpting, as well as other selected craft skills, e.g. collage, 

printing, weaving and patterns. They will be able to take action to refine their skills 

and to improve their mastery of materials, selecting relevant processes to 

produce a successfully finished piece of work.  

 Children will have the opportunity to explore their ideas and record their 

experiences, as well as exploring the work of others and evaluate different 

creative ideas.  

 They will be able to evaluate their own work and that of professionals, taking into 

account starting points, intentions and context.  

 We want the children to know that there is a wide and diverse world of art by 

exploring male and female artists, crafts people and designers, from around the 
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world, from different cultures, using different techniques and influences and from 

both the past and the present.  

 Children will be able to describe, interpret and explain work, ideas and practises 

of many different artists and craftspeople over a range of historical and social 

backgrounds. They will develop a technical vocabulary to do this effectively.  

 Every opportunity is provided to enhance children’s artistic experiences both in 

and outside the classroom, by way of observing and painting from real life, by 

working with artists-in-residence and performing arts groups, by taking part in 

community projects and art exhibitions, trips to galleries, museums and festival 

halls. We make the most of our rural location to develop children’s artistic 

appreciation of the natural beauty which surrounds them as well as our rich 

artistic heritage. 

 Children will see how can be used art to enhance the community in which they 

live and how it can make a difference to people’s lives, benefitting emotional 

health and well-being. 

 Themed home learning tasks are designed to encourage and deepen children’s 

own knowledge and interests.  

 Our curriculum is tailored to the diverse needs of our children.    

 We provide an enhanced curriculum which goes beyond the classroom. 

Legal Framework: National curriculum 

We use and adapt the National Curriculum, building on the principles of the EYFS 
Statutory Framework Guidance as the basis for our Art teaching. 

The National Curriculum for Art and Design aims to ensure that all pupil produce 

creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences. That children 
become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design 

techniques. They will evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, 
craft and design. They will know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and 

understand the historical and cultural development of their art forms.  

Aims and Objectives 

Art and design stimulates creativity and imagination. It provides visual, tactile and 
sensory experiences and a special way of understanding and responding to the world. It 

enables children to communicate what they see, feel and think through the use of 
colour, texture, form, pattern and different materials and processes. Children become 

involved in shaping their environments through art and design activities. They learn to 
make informed judgements and aesthetic and practical decisions. They explore ideas 

and meanings through the work of artists and designers. Through learning about the 
roles and functions of art, they can explore the impact it has had on contemporary life 

and that of different times and cultures. The appreciation and enjoyment of the visual 

arts enriches all our lives.  

The aims of art and design are:  

 To enable children to record from first-hand experience and from imagination, and 
to select their own ideas to use in their work 

 To develop creativity and imagination through a range of complex activities;  

 To improve the children’s ability to control materials, tools and techniques;  
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 To increase their critical awareness of the roles and purposes of art and design in 
different times and cultures; 

 To develop increasing confidence in the use of visual and tactile elements and 

materials; 

 To foster an enjoyment and appreciation of the visual arts and a knowledge of 

artists, craftspeople and designers. 

Roles and Responsibilities 
The subject lead is responsible for the development of the subject and also for assuring 

quality and standards in the subject by  

 Monitoring long term and medium term planning; 

 Ensuring policy is implemented;  

 Ensuring continuity throughout the school;  

 Supporting and guiding teachers in teaching and learning of art;  

 Monitoring and evaluating practices in school;  

 Keeping up to date with latest initiatives, research and resources and 
communicates these to staff; 

 Attending relevant CPD; 

 Preparing, organises and delivers appropriate CPD; 

 Observing lessons and team teaches where appropriate.  

Teaching staff are responsible for  

 Complete medium term planning; 

 Give pupils feedback in each lesson; 

 Plan learning that is in response to formative assessment; 

 Celebrate children’s achievement through high quality displays of work; 

Subject Content Overview 

Art, craft and design embody some of the highest forms of human creativity. A high-
quality art and design education should engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping 

them with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of 

art, craft and design. As pupils progress, they should be able to think critically and 
develop a more rigorous understanding of art and design. They should also know how 

art and design both reflect and shape our history, and contribute to the culture, creativity 
and wealth of our nation. 

Early Years 

During the Early Years, young children will be given the opportunity to explore colour, 
texture, shape and form in two and three dimensions. The children will have access to a 

wide range of constructions, collage, painting and drawing activities, using appropriate 
tools and art materials. In order to tap their artistic potential, the children will be 

encouraged to develop their own creative ideas. 

Key Stage One 

During Key Stage 1, Art and Design is about expanding children’s creativity and 
imagination through providing art, craft and design activities relating to the children’s 

own identity and experiences, to natural and manufactured objects and materials with 
which they are familiar, and the locality in which they live. 
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 Children will explore the visual, tactile and sensory qualities of materials and 
processes and begin to understand and use colour, shape and space, pattern 

and texture, to represent their own ideas and feelings 

 Children will focus on the work of artists, craftspeople and designers by asking 

and answering questions 

Key Stage Two 

During Key Stage 2, Art and Design is about fostering children’s creativity and 

imagination by building on their knowledge, skills and understanding of materials and 
processes, through providing more complex activities. Children’s experiences help them 

to understand the diverse roles and functions of Art and Design in the world around 
them. 

 

Planning  

We carry out the curriculum planning of art in two phases: long-term and medium-term. 
Our long term plan maps out the themes covered in each term during EYFS and Key 

Stage 1 & 2. Our medium-term plans, which are based on the national curriculum, give 
detail of each unit of work for each term. These plans define what we will teach and 

ensure an appropriate balance and distribution of work across each term. Each lesson 
includes a key focus question, a learning objective, details of what will happen in the 

lesson, learning outcomes and resources needed. 

We plan the activities in art so that they build upon the prior learning of the pupils. While 

we give pupils of all abilities the opportunity to develop their skills, knowledge and 
understanding, we also build planned progression, so that there is an increasing 

challenge for the pupils as they move up through the school.  

Teaching and Learning 
At Blessed John Duckett we use a variety of teaching and learning styles in art and 

design lessons. Our principal aim is to develop the children’s knowledge, skills and  
understanding. We ensure that the act of investigating and making includes exploring 

and developing ideas, evaluating and developing work. We do this through a mixture of 

direct teaching and individual/group activities. We give children the opportunity within 
lessons to work on their own and collaborate with others, on projects in two and three 

dimensions and on different scales. Children also have the opportunity to use a wide 
range of materials and resources including other artists’ work, educational visits and 

computing. 

We recognise the fact that we have children of differing ability in all our classes, and so 

we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of 
the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies which 
are differentiated by task, expected outcome and/or support from peers or adults. 

Assessment 

We assess children’s work in art by making informal judgements as we observe them 

during each art lesson. Assessment is based around our Art Knowledge Maps where 
teachers ensure that key skills and knowledge have been learned.  

On completion of a piece of work, the teacher responds to children’s work, identifying 

areas for development. Feedback is given to the children mainly in a verbal way through 
discussion as they are working. Teachers should not write in sketchbooks. Where notes 

need to be made a post-it note should be used.   



 

 

Moving Forward Together 
6 | P a g e  

 

Teachers draw attention to good examples of individual performance as models for the 
other children. They encourage children to evaluate their own ideas and methods, and 

the work of others, to say what they think and feel about them. 

Monitoring and Review 

The art subject lead and senior management are responsible for observing practise and 
monitoring the quality and impact of art teaching and learning. The subject leader keeps 

evidence of the children’s work in a portfolio. This demonstrates what the expected level 
of achievement is in art and design in each year of the school. 

Resources and Equipment 
We are continually reviewing resources in our school to be able to teach all the art units 

in our Scheme of Work. All our classrooms have a range of resources and these are 
shared with other classes when needed. [Appendix 2 – Resource List] 

Curriculum Links 

There is a thematic approach to teaching Art in our school which ensures links being 
made across different curricular subjects.  Allowing children to apply and reinforce their 

skills and knowledge in a variety of contexts. 

ICT enhances our teaching of Art and Design. Children use software to explore shape, 

colour and pattern in their work. All children can collect visual information to help them 
develop their ideas by using the digital cameras, and scanners. They can record their 

observations and manipulate them through editing or painting software to create their 
own designs. The children also use the Internet to find out more about the lives and 

works of famous artists and designers. 

Art and design contributes to the teaching of English in our school by encouraging 

children to ask and answer questions about the starting points for their work. They have 
the opportunity to compare ideas, methods and approaches in their own work and that 

of other children, and to say what they think and feel about them. 

Art and design contributes to the teaching of mathematics in our school by giving 
opportunities to develop the children’s understanding of shape and space through work 

in two and three dimensions.  

Art and design contributes to the teaching of some elements of personal, social and 

health education and citizenship. The children discuss how they feel about their own 
work and the methods and approaches used by others. They have the opportunity to 

meet and talk with artists and other talented adults whilst undertaking their work.  

The teaching of art and design offers opportunities to support the social development of 
our children through the way we expect them to work with each other in lessons. 

Groupings allow children to work together and give them the chance to discuss their 
ideas and feelings about their own work and the work of others. Their work in general 

helps them to develop a respect for the abilities of other children and encourages them 

to collaborate and cooperate across a range of activities and experiences. The children 
learn to respect and work with each other and with adults, thus developing a better 

understanding of themselves. They also develop an understanding of different times, 
cultures and religions through their work on famous artists, designers and craftspeople. 
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Home School Links 
Topic overviews provide information to parents about what their children will be 

studying throughout the term. Parents are also informed of termly school visits and/or 

visitors which are organised to further enrich our curriculum. Parents have the 
opportunity to attend consultation evenings on a termly basis. This concludes with an 

annual written report outlining pupil progress within all curriculum subjects.  
Curriculum Information is also provided on the school website.  

Homework tasks are given on a termly basis in line with the topic being studied.  This 

provides children with the opportunity to investigate, research and reinforce their skills in 
a practical, creative way.  Homework tasks are cross curricular and designed in such a 

way to engage children and families in their own learning.  [Homework Policy] 

Equal opportunities 

At Blessed John Duckett RC Primary School we have due regard for our duties under 
the Equality Act 2010. Children and adults have equality of opportunity in terms of 

access and outcome throughout all aspects of school life. Children are given 
opportunities to work with others, listen to each other and treat everyone with respect. 

We will ensure that we eliminate discrimination, advance equality of opportunity and 
foster good relations. We aim for every pupil to fulfil their potential no matter what 

his/her background or personal circumstances. Please refer to our Equality Statement. 

SEND 

Through our teaching of art we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to 
make progress. We all recognise the importance of ensuring that children with identified 

Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities have access to an ambitious curriculum. 
Within Art, SEND children will be provided with reasonable adjustments through their 

tasks and level of challenge provided. Advice can be sought from the school's SENDco 
where applicable. 

Please refer to the SEND Policy 

Health, Safety and Hygiene 

The school is responsible for teaching art, craft and design in a healthy and safe 
environment with reference to appropriate risk assessments for activities likely to incur 

possible risk. The teaching staff and art co-ordinator are responsible for the supervision 
of activities such as cutting, printing, batik work and mixing of media. All art equipment is 

subject to maintenance and safety checks and any faulty equipment is to be reported to 
the Head teacher. 

SMSC 

We aim to promote a caring, compassionate and fair environment within which all pupils 
are valued and enabled to reach their full potential. We facilitate this by fostering the 

values of friendship, kindness, perseverance, respect, responsibility and creativity.  

 
All these values can be encouraged in all science lessons and all teachers will actively 

promote these and celebrate them. 
 

Safeguarding 
This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 

young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  
Please refer to the Safeguarding Policy. 
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Blessed John Duckett RC Primary School 
 

 
 

APPENDIX 1 – Long Term Plan 

 

Year A

   Forests  Voyages of Discovery Mountains  

 Autumn

 
Spring

 
Summer

 

EYFS 

3d Collage  

Andy Goldsw orthy 
Contemporary 

 

Printing 

Hokusai ‘Wave’ 
 

Painting 

Georgia O’Keefe’s Mountain series 
 

 

KS 1 
 

3d Collage  

Andy Goldsw orthy 
Contemporary 

Painting 

Turner 
Realism 

 

Observational Drawings  

Beatrix Potter 
 

KS 2 

Observational Drawing 

Based on botanical studies 
Gertrude Jekyll [Lindisfarne] 

[Lutyens link – Architecture] 
National Importance  

 

Digital Art/Collage  

Modern Mosaics based on 
Sonia King 

Contemporary Designer  
 

3D Sculpture 

Christo and Jeanne-Claude 
 

Year B

  African Adventures

 
Festival of Britain

 
Dig, Dig, Dig

  Autumn

 
Spring

 
Summer

 

EYFS 

Textiles  

Kente Cloth - w eaving 
Cultural 

 

Photography/Design 

Logos 
Contemporary design 

 

Painting 

Pointillism- Suerat 
Dinosaur pictures 

Impressionism 
 

 
KS 1 
 

Drawing and Collage  
Martin Bulinya 

Cultural/Contemporary 

Digital Pop Art 
Andy Warhol 

Contemporary 

 

Painting/Drawing 
Rousseau 

Post-Impressionism  
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https://insideafricanart.com/martin-

bulinya/ 

 

 

 

KS 2 

Textiles  

Printing/Design based on 
African Culture 

Quilt 
Dorothy Rusell - Contemporary 

quilter Cultural Design 

 

Printing 

Aluminum/Foil Techniques based on 
illuminations of Lindisfarne Gospels  

Installation – Lindisfarne Gospels – 
British Library 

Historical Significance/Local 

 

Painting/Drawing 

Norman Cornish 
Pitman Painters 

Locality Study 
 

Year C

  Myths & Legends  Explorers and Travellers  Helpful Heroes  

 Autumn

 
Spring

 
Summer

 

EYFS 

Collage  

Matisse - cut-outs 
Abstract 

 

Textiles  

Rainbow  Fish - story quilt 
 

3D 

Anthony Gormely - Another Place 
Locality Hero - Angel of the North 

 

 
KS 1 
 

Mixed Media 

Klimt - The Tree of Life 
Abstract 

 

Collage  

Kandinsky - hot and cold colours 
space collage - Holst’s Planets Suite 

Colour theory 

 

3D 

Anthony Gormely - Another Place 
Locality Hero - Angel of the North 

 

KS 2 

Drawing 
Greek Frieze based on M&L 

Elgin Marbles- British Museum 

Links to Greyson Perry 
Cultural/Ancient 

 

 

Painting 
Artic Landscapes/Seascapes 

Ana Jurpik 

Contemporary 
 

Installation 
Make a parcel w ith contents for WW 

Soldier 

Based on presentation tins from Princess 
Mary WW1 to soldiers/ 

Historic/Local 
linked to Monument 

  

Year D

  Our World, One World Travel and Transport Castles and Coast 

 Autumn

 
Spring

 
Summer

 

https://insideafricanart.com/martin-bulinya/
https://insideafricanart.com/martin-bulinya/
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EYFS 

Pattern/Design 
Rangoli 

Symmetrical Patterns 

 

Cultural 

Printing 
Footprints, car prints. 

 

3D Mixed Media 
Plastics and Pollution 

Cristian Barnett  OR 
Lindisfarne Scriptorium – Mary Fleeson 

 
3D Mixed Media 

Plastics and Pollution  

  
KS 1 
 

Pattern/Design 

Rangoli 
Symmetrical Patterns 

Cultural 

Painting/Drawing 

Paul Klee - City scapes and transport 
Wax resist, colour theory 

 

KS 2 

Drawing 

Mayan Masks 
Geometric and symmetrical 

portraits 

Cultural 

 

Design 

Advertising Posters and logos 
LNER, London Underground inc map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


