
 

 

NOVEMBER 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We hope you all had a restful half-term break and enjoyed some autumn sunshine 
(between the rain showers!) It’s lovely to see everyone back at school, ready for 
another busy and exciting half term. The run-up to Christmas is always full of 
wonderful learning opportunities, exciting events and community spirit — and this 
year will be no exception! 

Boarshaw Poetry X-Factor  

We finished last half term with the Boarshaw Primary Poetry X-Factor. All Key Stage 
2 classes learnt and performed a choral poem.  

Year 3 Octopus Go and open the 
door.  

Year 3 Seahorses On the ning nang 
nong! 

Year 4 Starfish  The dragon who 
ate our school  

Year 4 Jellyfish  Gran can you 
rap?! 

Year 5 Coral  The magic box Year 5 Lionfish A trillion tropical 
leaves. 

Year 6 Stingray  The Cookie 
Monster 

Year 6 Oyster  The morning rush 

All classes were fabulous, they performed their poem with enthusiasm, great 
expression and good pace. Year 6 Stingray were our winning class and 8 of the 
children from Stingray will represent our school at the PiraMidd Poetry X Factor 
being held at St Anne’s Academy on Tuesday 11th November 2025.  

Well done also to Year 4 Jellyfish who came second and Year 3 Seahorses who 
came in third. The quality of performances was so good it was a very difficult 
competition to judge. 

Key Stage 1 will be having a Christmas themed Performance Poetry event on Friday 
12th December – please help your child learn their poem when they bring it home.  

Further in school choral poetry performances are planned over the remainder of this 
academic year.   



 

Parent Meetings. 

Parent meetings for this term will be held on: 

Monday 24th November 2025 for Sea Turtles, Blue Tang, Sharks, Penguins, 
Octopus, Starfish, Coral and Stingray.  

Wednesday 26th November 2025 for Rainbow Fish, Clownfish, Dolphin, Lobster, 
Seahorses, Jellyfish, Lion fish and Oyster. 

Appointments will be available between 8.30am and 5.30pm. Letters were sent 
home yesterday, please make sure you return them quickly so that appointment 
times can be sent out.  

Uniform Reminder 
We kindly ask all families to ensure children arrive in the correct school uniform each 
day, this includes Year 6 wearing their ties every day. The school uniform is: 

Black skirt or trousers, White Shirt or blouse, grey jumper or cardigan ( Nursery to 
Y5) blazer and tie in Year 6. Please make sure all children wear sensible black 
shoes or trainers. Make up is not to be worn and the only jewellery allowed is small 
stud earrings.   

Attendance Matters 
Good attendance is vital for your child’s progress and wellbeing. Every day in school 
helps them build knowledge, confidence, and strong relationships with friends and 
teachers. Even small amounts of missed time can affect learning and routines, so we 
appreciate your effort in ensuring children attend regularly. 

We’re excited to celebrate our Attendance Heroes for October: 

• EYFS:  Clownfish 91.5% 
• Key Stage 1: Penguins 96.2% 
• Key Stage 2: Starfish 96.9% 

Well done to these groups for setting such a positive example! 

“Stay in Class, Not at Home!” 
A mild cough, sniffle, or headache is not usually a reason to miss school. Please 
keep your child at home only if they are very unwell, have been vomiting, or have 
diarrhoea. Calpol and other medicine can be administered at school—please visit the 
school office to complete the necessary paperwork. 

As the weather gets colder, please make sure your child comes to school with a 
warm coat and suitable shoes. Children need fresh air and outdoor play every day 
unless it is exceptionally wet or icy. 

 



Punctuality Matters 

The school day starts at 8:45am, and doors open at 8:35am.  

Arriving on time is just as important as being present. The start of the 
school day sets the tone for learning—children settle in, receive key 
instructions, and begin activities that support their daily progress. When 

children arrive late, they can feel unsettled and may miss valuable learning time. 
Thank you for helping your child arrive promptly each morning so they can make the 
best possible start to their day 

Amount of time late per day Equivalent days missed per 
year (approximately) 

Equivalent lessons missed 
per year (approximately) 

5 minutes 3 16 
10 minutes 5 32 
15 minutes 8 48 
20 minutes 11 63 
30 minutes 16 95 
1 hour  32 190 

 

Supporting Learning at Home   

Thank you to those parents who are supporting us by 
ensuring your child/ children are completing their 
homework and reading at home.  

Reading is a key focus for us this year. It is a vital 
life skill that underpins all areas of learning. We are 
asking that all parents support and encourage 
their child to read for 10–15 minutes every day. 

Throughout the year, we will be holding a number of 
reading events and competitions, and we’d love for all children to be involved—
more information will follow soon. 

“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the 
more places you’ll go.” — Dr. Seuss 

Applying for School Places September 2026.  

Reception September 2026. 

Applications to start school in Reception next September must be done via the 
Rochdale Admissions Portal: 

About applying for a reception place | Apply for a reception place at a primary school | 
Rochdale Borough Council 

https://www.rochdale.gov.uk/school-admissions-appeals/apply-primary-school-place
https://www.rochdale.gov.uk/school-admissions-appeals/apply-primary-school-place


The Primary Portal opened on Monday 15th September 2025 and closes on Thursday 15th 
January 2026.  

National offer day for Reception is Thursday 16th April 2026.  

High School Applications.  

The Secondary School place portal has now closed. If you have not applied for 
secondary school place for your child please contact us so we can offer help and 
support.  

National offer day for Secondary School is Monday 2nd March 2026.  

Boarshaw Nursery class.  

Applications opened on Monday 6th October 2025. Application forms can be 
collected from the school office.  

Children In Need.    

Children in Need this year is on Friday 14th November 2025, this 
year the theme is the Great Spotacular Appeal. Children can wear 
their own clothes to school on this day, the spottier the better! Any 
donations made via Parent Pay will go to  the 2025 Children in Need 
Appeal.  

🎄 Lighthouse Project Christmas Toy Appeal 2025 🎁 

We are delighted to once again be supporting the Lighthouse 
Project’s Christmas Toy Appeal! This wonderful initiative helps to 
make Christmas a magical and joyful time for all children in our 
community. 

We’re collecting new, unwrapped presents for boys and girls aged 0–16 years. If 
you’d like to take part, please bring your donations into school by Friday 5th 
December 2025. 

We know that Christmas can be a challenging time financially for some families. 
Each year, we refer families to the Toy Appeal to ensure every child experiences the 
joy of Christmas. If you would like some help or support this year, please speak 
confidentially to Mrs Evans before Friday 28th November 2025. 

For ideas of suitable gifts, please see the poster on our Facebook page. 

Thank you for your kindness and generosity in helping to make this Christmas 

special for everyone! 🌟 

 
 
 



Key Dates: 
 
6th – 14th November Bikeability Y5 
17th – 21st November STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) Week 
17th- 18th November Wonderdome Planetarium in school  
13th November Michael Rosen Poetry Party Day 
24th and 26th November – Parent Meetings.  
9th December EYFS Nativity 9.30am and 2.15pm 
10th and 11th December Supper with Santa (N – Y2) 
10th December KS 2 Xmas Disco/Movie Night  
12th December – School Christmas Jumper Day  
16th December Cinema Visit 
17th December Christmas Dinner 
19th December Term Ends. 1.30pm 
5th January 2026 Spring 1 Term Starts 
13th February Spring 1 term ends 
23rd February Spring 2 starts 
2nd April Spring 2 ends. 
20th April Summer 1 starts 
4th May Bank Holiday Monday.  
11th – 14th May Year 6 Sat’s 
22nd May Summer 1 finishes 
1st June  INSET day – SCHOOL CLOSED 
2nd June Summer 2 starts.  
2nd  - 5th June  Y4 Multiplication Check  
3rd – 5Th June Y5 Robinwood Residential  
8th June – 12th June Y1 Phonics Screening 
1st- 3rd July Y6 Residential Whitby. 
10th July – End of Year Reports to Parents 
17th July School Year Ends.  
 
 
 
Please check out the school facebook page – Boarshaw Primary School to see lots 
of exciting photos from all our classes each week.  
Thank you, as always, for your continued support. 

Best Wishes 

Jackie Harland  
Headteacher 
Boarshaw Primary School 

 


