Youth Challenge, Bolton Impact Trust Humanities Curriculum

Rationale

At Youth Challenge our Humanities curriculum for key stage 3 aims to ensure that the most important core knowledge and skills that are delivered in the
National Geography, History, Citizenship and RE curriculums is captured and delivered via this curriculum, so that pupils have a sufficient breadth of
foundational knowledge in these important subjects, and are able to access them when or if they return to mainstream school.

Britain’s past and that of the wider world

The complexity of people’s lives, the process of change and the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups
The world’s diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments

The formation of landscapes and environments and the Earth’s key physical and human processes

How to play a full and active part in society

e The religions and beliefs which form part of contemporary society

Knowledge
We ensure that throughout the Humanities curriculum pupils acquire key knowledge about:

Character
o We ensure that pupils develop their own character attributes by:
e Understanding the impact that human beings can have on the lives of others and the environment and to develop a sense of
responsibility for the impact that they have on the world
e Developing an appreciation and respect for the diversity of cultures, beliefs and religions across the world
e Learning to accept and respect views and opinions that are different to their own.

NP Creativity
-@' We ensure that pupils can respond to their learning and express their thoughts and feelings in creative ways. We encourage them to find
= their voice and to be confident to express their views
Innovative Thinking
We teach pupils to be discerning consumers of information. We encourage pupils to question, challenge and investigate evidence and
data that is presented to them and to become aware that information and data can be biased, incomplete or misleading.

We inspire pupils to think about their own personal beliefs and to challenge them as they learn more about the world. Pupils will be
encouraged to come up with innovative ideas and solutions to address some of the problems we face in modern society both physical and
human.



@ Transform

Q Pupils will transform the essential knowledge and skills that they are taught in the Humanities curriculum into long-lasting success in the
~' LI world of further study and work. They will be able to access Humanities subjects at key stage 4 and to develop skills which prepare them
— for the world of work such as empathy, understanding and tolerance.

Their knowledge and understanding of how the world has developed into the modern society we live in today will help to inform their
thinking and decision making. They will understand what it means to be a citizen of the world and the responsibility that they have to make
a positive impact.

Curriculum Design
The key stage 3 Humanities curriculum is organised into the three key themes of the Whole School curriculum —

e Identity — In humanities we focus on ‘Exploring My World’
e The Wider World
e Making an Impact

History

From the History curriculum we ensure that pupils develop a mental timeline of the past so that they have a firm understanding of key historical periods and
the order in which they happened. This key foundational knowledge ensures pupils have a context that they are able to apply to new knowledge. As the most
recent history subject report from Ofsted states “Securing overview knowledge of the past supports pupils to develop this knowledge into coherent narratives
that are more memorable to them.”

In the ‘Exploring My World’ unit we deliver this key foundational knowledge by building a mental timeline of the past with key moments in British history from
1066 to present day; and then to give pupils a deeper understanding of their own place in History we focus on how their home town of Bolton was affected by
the different historical periods and how Bolton itself had an impact upon the history of Britain.

In the ‘Wider World’ unit we look at what was happening in Europe and America during the key historical periods that pupils have learned about, helping them
to understand the wider world’s historical timeline and the impact it had on Britain and how Britain also had an impact in the wider world. Pupils will learn about
the nature of civilisations, empires and the achievements and follies of mankind. They will understand concepts such as continuity, change, consequence and
use them to make connects and draw contrasts.

In our third unit ‘Impacting the world’ we consider the ways in which historians study the past and measure the impact that history has had on our modern
world. We look at what historians consider are some of the mast significant historical events that have had a sustained and profound effect on our own lives
today, along with developing pupils’ disciplinary knowledge of how historians study the past and construct accounts.

Geography

From the Geography curriculum we ensure that our pupils develop their knowledge of the location of globally significant places by beginning with their home
town of Bolton. We teach them the physical and human characteristics of their town in the unit ‘Exploring My World'. In the ‘Wider World’ unit we look at other
globally significant places including their defining physical and human characteristics. In our third unit ‘Impacting the World’ we explore the processes that give
rise to key human geographical features of the world and how these bring about spatial variation and change over time. Throughout each unit we also develop
key Geographical skills such as fieldwork, gathering and interpreting data and presenting geographical information in a variety of ways.



Citizenship

From the Citizenship curriculum we focus on ensuring that pupils know and understand how the United Kingdom is governed, and how the political system
works. We want our pupils to understand how they participate within this system and can effect change. We also give pupils knowledge about the role of law
and justice within our society and how laws are shaped and enforced. These topics are primarily covered in our third unit ‘Impacting the World’ although law
and justice is also covered in our PHSE curriculum.

Other aspects of the citizenship curriculum are covered in our Careers, PHSE, English and Personal Development curriculums where pupils are encouraged
to participate and develop an interest in volunteering, are equipped with the skills to think critically and debate political questions and learn to manage their
finances. We want all of our pupils to leave us and become a productive member of society, making a positive impact as a citizen of their local community and
the wider world.

Religious Education

Our Religious education focuses on enabling our pupils to know and understand some of the key beliefs and practices of the different religions across the
world. We strive to encourage a greater understanding, appreciation and respect for the different faiths and cultural diversity which exists in our local
community and the wider world. We want our pupils to be able to hold balanced and well-informed conversations about religion, cultures and beliefs without
prejudice, whilst developing their own personal beliefs, empathy towards those who have different beliefs and a moral compass enabling them to recognise
the difference between right and wrong.

In our unit ‘Exploring my World’ pupils will learn and reflect on their own culture and the different religions and beliefs that are held locally in their home town.
In the unit “The Wider World’ pupils learn about other religions, beliefs and cultures from around the world, and in our unit ‘Impacting the World’ pupils will
consider the impact that culture, religion and beliefs have had on their own lives and world view along with learning about the impact that religion, beliefs and
culture has had on the world and what that could mean for the future.



Humanities is taught in key stage groupings at Key stage 3 in Youth Challenge. There is a two year rolling program operating across the three themes to
ensure that pupils who remain at the academy for more than 3 terms do not repeat the same work. Humanities at Youth Challenge is delivered to all KS3
pupils via two 50 minutes lessons per week. The topics taught in humanities are scheduled to link closely with those being studied in English at the time thus
supporting wider contextual learning, the creation of scheme and higher levels of retention. Furthermore, the fact that our English and PSHE curriculum are
also closely links allows for a range of SMSC and cultural capital opportunities to be maximised. At Youth Challenge we know that it is pivotal that we
dedicate time to addressing the reasons behind our students’ referral to us and so we work hard to strike the balance between offering a broad and balanced
academic curriculum whilst ensuring that pastoral needs are also afforded adequate time within our weekly timetable. We have thought deeply about the
content of our humanities curriculum and have selected what we believe to be the essential knowledge from history, geography, citizenship and RE to enable
our students to be able to successfully access a mainstream curriculum, should they return, and also become well informed adults with a good understanding
of the world around them. We have selected topics that link to their local heritage such as Samuel Crompton’s role in the Industrial Revolution and the Pendle
Witch Trials, creating opportunities for cultural visits and learning outside the classroom. We explore the lasting consequences of imperialism and how events
within British history have impacted upon global society and influenced our modern world. We dedicate time to understanding our environmental impact as
global citizens, both positive and negative, and celebrate cultural diversity. Through our humanities curriculum content we endeavour to create a thirst for
knowledge, expose students to places, people and ideas and encourage them to broaden their minds and horizons.

Reading, especially the acquisition of tier three vocabulary, is prioritised within humanities with the inclusion of high quality texts and the explicit identification
of when unfamiliar vocabulary will be introduced within our curriculum planning documents. All staff are trained in SEND and adept at ensuring their teaching
and resources meet the needs of all pupils. Staff have a secure understanding on how to cater for pupils with specific learning difficulties, such as dyslexia,
and liaise closely with our SENDCo where they feel additional support is needed. In all of our subjects, careers is embedded and celebrated and this is
certainly prevalent in humanities where we celebrate the contributions made via various careers, industry, discovery and innovation on our modern world;
including the history of key medical advancements. Youth Challenge humanities staff belong to trust humanities hubs in which they share good practice and
can access relevant CPD either internally or externally.

Assessment and Progress in Humanities

For each unit of work there is a mid-term plan which explicitly states the key knowledge, skills and understanding that pupils are expected to acquire. During
the term teachers use a range of formative and summative assessments to systematically check pupils’ understanding and to establish what new knowledge
and skills they have acquired. Teachers are asked to record any formative or summative assessments against the key knowledge objectives on the Insight
system for the units of work that they have delivered. At the end of the term teachers are asked to use this assessment data to attribute an overall Teacher
Judgement as to whether the pupil is ‘On track’, ‘working at greater depth’, ‘working just below’ or ‘working below’.



Curriculum Intent

Year A and Autumn - Exploring My World Spring - The Wider World Summer - Impacting the World
B
History Ideas, political power, industry and The development of church, state and At least one study of a significant
empire: Britain, 1745-1901 society in Britain 1509-1745 society or issue in world history and
its interconnections with other world
Challenges for Britain, Europe and the Ideas, political power, industry and empire: developments
wider world 1901 to the present day Britain, 1745-1901
A local History Study
Challenges for Britain, Europe and the
wider world 1901 to the present day
The Holocaust
The development of church, state and
society in Britain 1066-1509
Geography Locational and Place knowledge Local human and physical Geography Locational and Place knowledge
Physical Geography around the
Understanding how you can help the world
environment Human Geography and its impact
Geographical skills and fieldwork
Human Geography and its impact
Citizenship Understand how parliament and the Explore what it means to be a
government operates in the UK productive citizen
Explore what it means to be a
productive citizen
Religious Religions and beliefs and their impact on Understand the fundamental beliefs
Education the world of Christianity, Islam, Judaism and
Hinduism




